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Chapter 1_ 
~ In the Beginning 
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Noah, and the Flood Myths 


Erik: So, where do you want to begin? 
Daniel: We could start by discussing flood myths, which are found in most cultures around the world. 
E: You mean the flood described in the Bible isn't the only flood myth? 


D: Not at all. There were many flood myths in ancient times, indicating that this might have been a real, tangible 
event, even though it might not have happened exactly as portrayed in the Bible or these myths. 


E: So, what are some other examples? 


D: In the Old Testament, it's represented by Noah's Ark in the Book of Genesis. However, a similar myth appears in 
the Epic of Gilgamesh, a Sumerian epic poem. \n this story, a man named Utnapishtim builds a boat to save his 
family and animals from a devastating flood, following the gods' instructions. 


E: That sounds awfully similar to the Bible narrative! 


D: Yes, it does! The similarities include the divine decision to send a flood to destroy humanity, a chosen survivor, the 
building of a large boat, the saving of animals, and the sending of birds to find land. 


As | said, flood myths, similar to the story of Noah in the Bible, appear in various cultures worldwide, each with its 
own version of a central character like Noah. These myths often involve a great flood sent by a deity or deities to 
destroy or cleanse the world, with a sole survivor or a group of survivors who are forewarned and save themselves, 
usually by building a boat or ark. The names and specifics vary, but the core elements remain strikingly similar. 


E: Are there more examples from the Near East or the Arabian Peninsula? 
D: Well, for example, we have the Enuma Elish, a Babylonian creation myth, which describes the world being formed 


from watery chaos and involves divine battles leading to the creation of humanity. The themes of a primeval watery 
chaos and the separation of this chaos into the earth and heavens have parallels in the Genesis account. 


E: Isn't there also something called the Atrahaza? 


D: | think you're referring to the Atrahasis Epic? 


E: Yeah, that’s it. What about it, are there similarities there as well? 


D: Yes, the Atrahasis Epic is a 
Mesopotamian myth that tells the 
story of Atrahasis, a hero who builds 
an ark to survive a catastrophic flood 
sent by the gods. It's one of the 
earliest flood myths, predating the 
biblical story of Noah. (*The epic was 
written around the 18th century BCE). 


E: Are there other notable examples 
of this myth, around the world, in 
different cultures or ages? 


D: There are many examples. Ziusudra is a character in the Sumerian flood myth who builds a boat to survive a great 
flood sent by the gods. In Aztec mythology, tales of a great flood say that Cox... something*, and his wife survived by 
hiding in a hollow log. 

(*Coxcoxtli and his wife Xochiquetzal) 


Manu, in Hindu texts, is a figure who saves mankind from a great flood, instructed by a fish*, to build a boat. 
(*an avatar of the god Vishnu) 


In Greek mythology, Deucalion and his wife Pyrrha survive by building an ark, and in Celtic legends, the Noah 
character is named Dwyfan. 


E: | think | heard about a flood myth from Hawaii as well. Do you know anything about that? 


The global flood from the oldest archeology on earth: 
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D: I’m not sure, but let me check (googles on the phone). You're right: “In Hawaiian mythology, Nu'u builds an ark to 
survive a great flood sent by the gods.” The name Nu'u is also strikingly similar to the Biblical pronunciation. 
Interestingly, the Chinese have their own Noah, called Niiwa, which is phonetically similar. 


E: So what could have led to this rapid flooding, and when did it supposedly occur? | have heard from authors such as 
Graham Hancock that the great flood was a result of the ice sheets from the last ice age melting, causing sea levels 
to rise. Do you share that view? 


D: Yes, | think it’s a plausible hypothesis, rather than it being the result of divine intervention. It is known that during 
the last Ice Age, large portions of the Earth's water were locked up in vast ice sheets, and as the climate warmed, 
these ice sheets melted, significantly raising sea levels and potentially causing flooding in many coastal and low-lying 
areas. 

(*This process, known as deglaciation, began about 20,000 years ago and continued until about 6,000 to 7,000 years 
ago. The most significant period of sea-level rise, often referred to as Meltwater Pulse 1A, occurred around 14,600 
years ago. During this time, sea levels rose rapidly, potentially inundating coastal — 
settlements and landscapes). 


4 a 
E: So, it must have led to rather dramatic changes, the world over? Deglaciation 


Processes, Causes 
D: Yes, the melting of ice sheets was a global event, affecting coastlines worldwide. As and Consequences 


sea levels rose, it would have had a significant impact on human populations living near 
coasts and river valleys, which were common locations for early human settlements. 


E: So, this rising of the sea level could not have been missed by anyone, | guess, and it 
must have had a profound impact on the oral myths handed down from generation to 
generation? 


D: Yeah, the rate of sea-level rise during certain periods was rapid enough to be noticeable within human lifetimes, 
potentially leading to oral traditions and myths about great floods. I’ve read that in some cases, there was 
archaeological evidence of settlements that were submerged or abandoned due to rising sea levels. 


The Splitting of Tiamat 

E: I'm going to read you a Bible quote here, to highlight something in relation to this: 

"In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness 
was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters." Genesis 1:1-2 (KJV). 

Does this quote somehow connect to the melting of the ice sheets? 

D: Yes, | believe that this symbolic imagery directly correlates and is found in texts like the Enuma Elish and Genesis. 


In the Enuma Elish, Marduk's splitting of Tiamat* mirrors the transformation of the Earth's environment at the end 
of the last Ice Age. The "splitting" or separation can be seen as a metaphor for the transition from a world dominated 
by ice (and thus, indirectly, water) to one where land (earth) and sky are distinct and more recognizable in their 
current forms. The myth may symbolize the dramatic environmental changes and the emergence of a new world 
order post-Ice Age. 

(*Enuma Elish Tablet 4, Lines 137-138) 


E: Can you please clarify what Tiamat was? Was it a heavenly body, like a planet or something? 


D: No, Tiamat is not a planet but a primordial goddess from Babylonian and Sumerian mythology, associated with 
the chaos of primordial waters and often depicted as a sea dragon or sea serpent. She is a sort of personification of 
the primordial sea, representing chaos and untamed nature, rather than a physical planet or celestial body. 


fa a amet Kies tet 
Marduk vs Tiamat: 


Isaiah 27:1: "In that day, the Lord will punish with his sword—his fierce, great and powerful 
sword—Leviathan the gliding serpent, Leviathan the coiling serpent; he will slay the 
monster of the sea." 


E: So, the myth of Tiamat is a creation story, similar to the one found in Genesis? 


D: Yes, the myth of Tiamat is a tale explaining the creation of the world. |t symbolizes the organization of the 
cosmos from chaos and the establishment of order by the gods. This myth, like many ancient myths, uses powerful 
imagery and personification to explain natural phenomena and the origins of the universe, reflecting the worldview 
and cultural values of the people who created it. 


E: I'm checking it on my phone now, the myth goes something like this: 

“In the beginning, there were only the mingled waters of Tiamat (representing saltwater or the sea) and Apsu 
(representing freshwater). From these primordial waters, the first generation of gods was born. As the story unfolds, 
Tiamat becomes enraged by the younger gods and decides to wage war against them. In response, one of the gods, 
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Marduk, challenges her. He defeats Tiamat in a great battle, splitting her body into two parts. From one part, he 
forms the heavens; from the other, the earth.” 


D: Yes, that’s it. And the Biblical account of God creating a firmament to divide the waters similarly reflects a 
transformation from a world dominated by water to one where water and sky are separated. This narrative can be 
seen as a symbolic representation of the retreating ice and rising sea levels, which would have dramatically reshaped 
the Earth's surface, creating distinct landmasses and skies. The "firmament," or sky, separating waters above and 
below might metaphorically represent the stabilization of the Earth's environment after the Ice Age, with clear 
demarcations between sea, land, and sky. 


And God made the 
firmament, and divided 
the waters which were 

under the firmament from 


the waters which were 
above the firmament: and 
it was so. 
Genesis 1:7 


E: So you would argue that these events were natural events, and not originated by supernatural or divine forces? 


D: Well, in both cases, these ancient texts may not be documenting literal events but rather using powerful imagery 
to describe a period of great environmental upheaval and transformation, something that would have been deeply 

significant to early human societies. The end of the Ice Age, with its dramatic climate shifts and rising sea levels, fits 
well into this framework as a possible real-world event that inspired such mythological representations. 


Ancient Planet X E: But I'm rather sure that I've heard somewhere that Tiamat was a planet. Do you know 
The Sumerian 12th Planet anything about that? 


D: Yes, | have heard about it. It's called the "Disruption Theory" or sometimes the 
"Exploded Planet Hypothesis." | have read books a long time ago by Zecharia Sitchin, 
Immanuel Velikovsky, and Tom Van Flandern about these topics. 


E: I'm familiar with Zecharia Sitchin. He's the one who wrote "The 12th Planet" in the 
seventies. | think that’s where | remember Tiamat from. He 


D: Yes, and Sitchin linked it with the Babylonian deity Marduk, which was on a long, 
elliptical orbit and periodically came close to Earth. The theory posits that there was 
once a fifth planet in our solar system, located between the orbits of Mars and Jupiter. 
This planet is often referred to as "Tiamat" in some versions of the theory, borrowing 
the name from Babylonian mythology. In other accounts, it's called "Phaeton" or 
"Phaethon," names that have mythological origins as well. 


E: What did the other two authors that you mentioned say in relation to this so-called 
“Disruption Theory” ? 


BOOK | OF THE EARTH CHRONICLES 


D: | heard about this theory when watching a video with Michael Tsarion, and he recommended looking up Van 
Flandern and Velikovsky, and so | did. In the book "Worlds in Collision," which was released by Velikovsky in the 
early fifties, he hypothesized about catastrophic collisions and close encounters between Earth and other celestial 
bodies. And Van Flandern, an astronomer who, in the early nineties, proposed in his book "Dark Matter, Missing 
Planets and New Comets," that the asteroid belt could be the remnants of a former planet that exploded. But | guess 
his ideas were outside the mainstream of astronomical science. From what | know, these authors and their works, 
while popular, are generally not considered scientifically accurate by the mainstream scientific community. 


In Egyptian stories, after the first light, a mountain comes out of the waters, dividing them into two parts. This is 
much like the "firmament" in Genesis 1:6-7, where God separates the waters. In these myths, we also find Ptah, a 
creator god, who makes the universe by speaking, similar to how God in the Bible creates by His word, and there’s 
also a story there where light exists before day, just like in Genesis. 


E: So Utnapishtim in the Epic of Gilgamesh is instructed to build a boat to save himself, his family, and animals of 
every kind. Are there any other similarities between this and the Genesis account? 


D: Well, in the Epic of Gilgamesh, Utnapishtim's boat comes to rest on a mountain after the flood waters recede. 
While the specific mountain isn't named in the earliest versions of the story, later versions identify it as Mount Nisir. 
In the Genesis account, Noah's Ark comes to rest on Mount Ararat. Both stories feature the idea of the boat/ark 
landing on a mountain after the flood. Both stories also include the release of birds to find dry land. Utnapishtim 
releases a dove, a swallow, and then a raven. The dove and swallow return, but the raven does not, indicating that 
the water has receded. Similarly, in the Genesis story, Noah releases a raven and then a dove (twice) to determine if 
the waters have abated and if there is any land. 


The dove is the most common symbol of the Holy Spirit. In the Old 
Testament, it was a dove that signaled the end of the flood (Gen 8:8-12). 
When Jesus was baptized, the heavens were opened and the Holy Spirit 
descended upon him in the form of a dove (Mt 3:16; Mk 1:10; Lk 3:22; Jn 
1:32). 


E: Are there any similarities in the endings of the two stories? 


D: Yes, after the flood, in both stories, the gods (or the Elohim in the Genesis account) make a promise. In the Epic of 
Gilgamesh, the gods vow never to bring such a flood again, and Utnapishtim is granted immortality. In Genesis, 
Yahweh, the self-proclaimed leader amongst the Elohim, makes a covenant with Noah, promising never to destroy 
all life with a flood again, symbolized by the rainbow. 


Heavy rain or rising sea levels? 
E: But from what | remember, the great flood in the Bible was caused by heavy rain, isn’t this how it was described? 


D: Yes, you're correct in noting that the flood in the Bible was described as caused by heavy rainfall. In the Book of 
Genesis, it's mentioned that "the windows of heaven were opened" and rain fell upon the Earth for 40 days and 40 
nights, leading to the great flood. Then the “Rainbow”, the real “Arc” of the heavens appeared. The Arc that is above 
the waters, but below the firmament. 


The Rainbow’s "Are" 
Genesis 9:16: "Whenever 


the rainbow appears in the 


clouds, | will see it and 


- 


remember the everlasting 


covenant..." 
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Genesis 7:17: "For forty days Hi 
the flood kept coming on the Fq 
earth, and as the waters “ 
increased they lifted the ark 


Similarly, in the Epic of Gilgamesh, the flood is also attributed to heavy rainfall. The god Enlil, in this story, sends a 
great storm. Utnapishtim, the character analogous to Noah, describes how the storm grew so fierce that even the 
gods were frightened by it. 


Now, regarding why these stories attribute the floods to rainfall, despite the hypothesis that they might have been 
inspired by rising sea levels due to melting ice caps, that might have been caused by a conflation of events. It's quite 
natural that over time, stories got retold and details changed. It's possible that real events (like local floods caused by 
rain) got conflated with larger, more dramatic narratives. The gradual rise in sea levels might have contributed to 
these narratives, but in the retelling, they became stories of massive, sudden floods caused by rain. 


Ancient myths and stories also use symbolism to explain natural phenomena. Rain is a more immediate and visible 
cause of flooding than gradual sea-level rise. It's possible that storytellers used heavy rain as a dramatic, 
understandable explanation for floods, especially in a time when understanding of global climate and sea levels 
would have been limited. 


E: So your personal interpretation is still that these flood myths were caused by rising sea levels, due to melting ice 
caps? 


D: Yes, it is thought that these stories might be based on two major flood events in their region, linked to the end of 
the last Ice Age. This rise in sea level caused land to be submerged under water, such as the connection between 
Great Britain and Europe, which formed the English Channel. 

(*Geological evidence shows that the sea level rose by about 130 meters, 420 feet, worldwide, and this rise 
continued until around 6,000 BCE). 
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E: Two major flood events? 


D: Yes, in the area where these stories originated, two significant flood events are known to have occurred around 
this time. First, in the south, the area now known as the Persian Gulf expanded to its current size. Before this, it was 
an extension of the valley through which the Tigris and Euphrates rivers flowed. This flooding happened gradually, 
but in some flat areas near the head of the Persian Gulf, near the ancient city of Ur, it would have seemed quite 
sudden. Stories from the region, supported by archaeological findings, tell of farmers moving their cattle to higher 
ground in large, round, pitch-coated boats, similar to coracles*. Though the archaeological remains are more recent, 
they suggest this method was used thousands of years ago. 

(* See: "Boats of the World - From the Stone Age to Medieval Times" by Sean McGrail). 


Second, around 5,600 BCE in the north, the Mediterranean Sea broke through the hills at the Bosphorus Strait's end, 
flooding a large inland lake to create the modern Black Sea and Sea of Azov. Geological evidence shows that the 
water from the Mediterranean rushed over a rocky sill at today's Bosphorus at a rate about 100 times that of Niagara 
Falls, and this lasted for about a year*. 

(* See "Noah's Flood - The New Scientific Discoveries About the Event that Changed History" by William Ryan and 
Walter Pitman. Ryan and Pitman are geologists who played a key role in developing the hypothesis that the Black Sea 
was once a freshwater lake that was dramatically flooded by saltwater from the Mediterranean, potentially giving 
rise to flood myths like Noah's Ark). 


E: This event must have been incredibly powerful and scary? 


D: Yes, early settlers living by the original lake would have had to move their homes and livestock miles away to find 
higher ground. Underwater archaeological evidence of some of these original settlements has been found. Given the 
simpler understanding and beliefs of the people back then, it's easy to see how one or both of these flood events 
could have led to stories that were passed down through generations. These stories eventually became part of the 
Epic of Gilgamesh and the biblical story of Noah's Ark. 


E: Could higher ground in this context have meant Mount Ararat, where the Ark supposedly landed? 


D: Yes, as the ice sheets melted, sea levels rose. However, this rise in sea levels would not have been enough to 
submerge high mountain ranges like Ararat. The rise would not have been sufficient to reach the upper regions of 
such high mountains*. 

(* Mount Ararat, located in present-day Turkey, has two peaks, with the highest being over 5,100 meters, about 
16,700 feet above sea level. The melting of the ice sheets led to a sea-level rise of approximately 120 meters/390 feet 
above the Ice Age minimum). 


Argha Noa, the “Wet moon” 

E: Once, you mentioned to me the concept of "Argha 
Noa" as discussed by Jordan Maxwell. From what | recall, 
it was about an interpretation linking ancient Egyptian 
flood narratives with the biblical story of Noah's Ark. Can 
you refresh my mind on that? 


D: Yes, according to Jordan Maxwell, whom | hold in high 
esteem, the term "Argha Noa" refers to a celebration in 
ancient Egypt, connected to the annual flooding of the 
Nile River, which was initially seen as catastrophic but 
later recognized as vital for nurturing life in the region. 
This flooding, termed "The Waters of Chaos," was 
essential for the fertility of the land and was celebrated with the coming of the crescent moon, often symbolically 
represented as a "wet moon" or an arch in the sky. 


Jordan's interpretation suggests that the biblical story of Noah and the Ark might have 
astronomical and allegorical underpinnings, with the Ark symbolizing the First Quarter 
Moon and embodying the theme of life emerging from destruction. In this context, the 
Ark is seen not as a literal wooden boat but as a celestial metaphor, symbolizing the 
feminine principle and the cycle of renewal and rebirth. 

(* For more detailed insights into these interpretations, see Werdsmith's article on 
"ORIGINS OF FLOOD STORIES by Constantine Tsutras, ORDM"). 


Garden of Eden 


E: How about the stories of the lush Garden, the “Garden of Eden”, where the creation supposedly took place, are 
there any counterparts to the Bible there? 


D: Well, it is known that the ancient Egyptians used to build gardens for their gods. One famous garden belonged to 
Akhenaten, who, along with his wife, would walk through this garden naked and even give awards to people while 
not wearing any clothes. Akhenaten and his wives were eventually forced to leave their country, which is similar to 
how Adam and Eve were banished from Eden. Also, the story in the Bible about the four rivers flowing out of Eden is 
quite like the ancient Egyptian story of the Nile River splitting into four branches. 


E: Does the narrative of the Biblical Garden of Eden bear resemblance to any other pre-existing tales? 


D: There are plenty of stories mirroring the emergence of the first humans, which include themes of creation deities. 
| can recount some of them. For example, the Sumerian myth of Dilmun presents a paradisiacal place, often 
considered to be a prototype for the biblical Garden of Eden. Dilmun is depicted as a divine garden, a place of 
immortality and innocence, where sickness and death do not exist. 
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Persian mythology speaks of a "garden of paradise" called Pairidaeza, which is often depicted as a walled garden 
with a lush and ideal environment, and in Greek mythology, the Garden of the Hesperides is a divine orchard where 
golden apples grow, guarded by the Hesperides nymphs and a never-sleeping, hundred-headed dragon named 
Ladon. 


Also, in Hindu scriptures, 
there are descriptions of 
the beautiful and 
heavenly gardens of 
Indra, known as 
Nandana. These gardens 
are said to be the 
dwelling place of blessed 
souls and are 
characterized by their 
celestial beauty. fii ind 
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beliefs, in addition to The Garden of Hesperides, the tree bearing the | Herakles killing Ladon, witha 
what | said earlier, the golden apples and Ladon the dragon (detail “wooden club”, 1563 

Fields of Aaru, sometimes from The Meidias Hydria or water jug, British 

likened to a garden or an Museum). 

idealized version of the 


Nile delta, are the heavenly paradise where souls, deemed worthy after judgment, would go in the afterlife. These 
fields were lush, fertile, and abundant, much like the biblical description of Eden. 


There is also, in Egyptian mythology, a goddess named lusaaset* who is like Atum's female counterpart and is linked 
to a tree, reminding us of Eve in the Bible. Adam and Eve are also compared to Attis, a god of plants, and Cybele, the 
Mother of All Gods, from Greek mythology. 

(*Many alternative spellings of her name include, Juesaes, Ausaas, lusas, and Jusas, as well as in Greek, Saosis). 


E: This really points to that the Bible does not have exclusive rights to these stories, | mean, since there are so many. 


D: Well, there are many more than the ones | covered. In Norse mythology, 
which is close to us here in Scandinavia, there is a garden called Idunn’s 
Garden, where the goddess Idunn grows apples that give the gods eternal 
youth. 


On the other side of the Atlantic there are plenty of myths too. In Aztec 
mythology, for example, Tamoanchan is a mythical origin place or paradise, 
often considered a heavenly realm or garden where humans were created. 


According to Inca mythology, Pacaritambo, which means "House of 
Production," is the place where the Ayar brothers, the mythical founders of 
the Inca Empire, emerged from a mountain cave. 


The Mayan Paradise of Xibalba is often seen as the Mayan underworld, 
some aspects of Mayan mythology suggest it also had paradisiacal 


elements, with lush gardens and rich abundance. 
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In some Cherokee legends, there's also a concept of a "Garden of the Great Spirit," a place of peace and abundance. 
This garden is often equated with the ancient Cherokee homeland and is viewed with a sense of nostalgia and 
reverence. 


E: What about similarities concerning the story of the serpent? 


D: The clever snake in the Bible is similar to the Egyptian god Set, who could turn into a serpent named Aphophis, 
an enemy of the god Re. In Egyptian art, Re is often shown as a cat fighting the serpent, just like the Bible says the 
woman will defeat the snake. The two special trees in the Garden of Eden, the Tree of Good and Evil and the Tree of 
Knowledge, can be compared to the Egyptian gods Shu and Tefnut. Both Adam in the Bible and Atum in Egyptian 
stories receive instructions about a special fruit: Adam is told not to eat it, while Atum is supposed to eat it. 
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Moses the Lawgiver 
E: Is the story of Moses inspired by earlier myths, similar to how the story of Noah parallels myths about Utnapishtim 
and Atrahasis? 


D: Yes, the story of Moses, like that of Noah, may draw inspiration from earlier myths and legends. While the 
narrative of Moses as presented in the Hebrew Bible is unique, elements of his life story—such as being saved in a 
basket on the water—have parallels in ancient Near Eastern mythology. For example, the story of Sargon of Akkad, a 
legendary king of the Akkadian Empire, includes a similar motif of being set adrift in a basket ona river as an infant. 
Origin of the Myth 

E: So these similarities suggest that the biblical writers 4 
were influenced by the mythological and cultural 
context of their time, integrating these motifs into the 
narratives to convey theological and moral truths? 


D: Yes, | believe so. 


King Sargon 
of Akkad 


E: Are there more examples, similar to Sargon, of earlier 
myths that might have influenced the story of Moses? 
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ca. 1070-664 B.C. The fragment depicts the goddess 
Isis nursing her infant son Horus concealed in the tall 
Papyrus marshes. There she is hiding the baby from 
his uncle Seth who wants to kill Horus because he is 
Osiris's heir, just as Seth had killed Osiris. 


D: Well, another notable example is the story of the infant 
Horus in Egyptian mythology, who was hidden in the marshes 
by his mother Isis to protect him from his uncle Seth who 
sought to kill him. While the details differ, the motif of a 
significant figure being hidden or protected during infancy in a 
hostile environment is a recurring theme in ancient narratives. 


E: Any other examples? 


D: Similar narratives to Moses' story are also found in Persian 
lore, where the prophet Nebo ascends a sacred mountain to 
receive divine laws, and in Egyptian stories featuring Missis 
(Mesis/Moses), who also climbs a sacred mountain for divine 
teachings. Both stories, like Moses’, involve receiving sacred 
laws and reacting with outrage upon their teachings being 
disregarded. 


E: How did the Hebrew story of Moses reflect shared cultural 
and religious lineages? 


D: The Hebrew story of Moses, involving his ascent to receive God's laws and his anger at idolatry, echoes the motifs 
found in Persian and Egyptian traditions. This indicates a shared cultural and religious heritage among these ancient 


civilizations. 


E: What influences did Egyptian and Mesopotamian cultures have on the Jews? 


D: Upon departing from Egypt, the Jews carried with them the influences of Egyptian and Mesopotamian cultures, 
including religious elements like the veneration of Isis, which parallels Mary, the Mother of God, and embodiments 
of wisdom in other cultures, such as Athena or Minerva. 


E: How did Egyptian monotheistic worship influence Jewish religious practices? 


D: The monotheistic worship introduced by Pharaoh Akhenaten, focusing on a sole deity and his son, the Sun God 
Amen-Ra (or Horus), influenced Jewish prayers, notably in the use of the term "Amen," signifying the lasting impact 


of Egyptian sun deity worship on Jewish practices. 


E: How did the Jews integrate local deities upon 
reaching Palestine? 


D: Upon reaching Palestine, the Jews encountered 
the local deity Baal-El or El and integrated this 
deity with their own religious customs, creating a 
unique religious identity that contributed to the 
formation of the nation of Israel, a name reflecting 
its diverse religious roots: Isis, Ra, and El. 


Is-Ra-EL 


canaanite god 
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E: Who was Moses in the context of Jewish history? 


D: Moses was a revered prophet in Jewish history, 
known for his closeness to God. He was born into 
the royal family of Egypt and is famous for leading 
the Israelites out of Egyptian captivity. 


E: Why is Moses' decision to lead the Hebrew 
people considered brave and bold? 


was the first person 
with a tablet 
downloading data 
from the cloud 


D: Moses' decision to lead the Hebrew people is 
considered brave and bold because he chose to step 
away from his privileged position in the Egyptian 
royal family to advocate for the oppressed Israelites. 
He confronted Pharaoh, the most powerful ruler of the time, to demand the freedom of his people, facing significant 


personal risk and challenging the established power structures of ancient Egypt. 
E: And then Moses heard a call from God? 


D: Yes, Moses was called by God to Mount Sinai. According to the biblical narrative, it was here that God spoke to 
Moses, giving him the Ten Commandments and detailed laws for the Israelites to follow, establishing the covenant 
between God and the Israelite people. 


E: How did this represent a "new dispensation" or a new understanding of God's laws? 


D: This event signified a shift from the informal, oral traditions of the ancestors to a written law that was directly 
communicated by God. It introduced a structured set of moral, religious, and social guidelines that were meant to 
govern the behavior of the Israelite people. This codification of laws established a concrete basis for what was 
expected of the Israelites in their relationship with God and with each other, emphasizing justice, worship, and 
personal conduct. 


E: How did Moses react when he returned from Mount Sinai and found his people worshipping in the "old ways"? 


D: When Moses came back down from Mount Sinai, he was 
dismayed to find that the Israelites had reverted to worshipping in 
the "old ways," specifically by creating and worshipping a golden 
calf, an idol. This act of idolatry was seen as a direct violation of the 
first commandments he had received from God, which explicitly 
forbade the worship of idols. 


E: And this upset Moses? 


D: Yes. Moses' reaction was one of anger and disappointment; he 
saw their actions as a betrayal of the covenant they had just 
established with God. In his frustration, Moses threw down the 
stone tablets inscribed with the Ten Commandments, breaking 
them, symbolizing the Israelites' breaking of their agreement with 
God. This is where the term "Breaking the Law" comes from. 
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E: What about the shape of the stone tablets? 


D: They are often depicted as “conjoined”, since the imagery is derived 
from the “double plumes” (see Caduceus) of the Egyptian deity Amun, 
who was “the king of the gods in the New Kingdom”. This is where the 
phrase “Amen” came from. Amun, often merged with the sun god Ra into 
Amun-Ra, and he was also considered the god of the wind, which is a 
similar theme to Yahweh, the desert and storm god. 


The Golden Calf and the Age of Taurus 


E: What is the hypothetical or allegorical connection between the worship 
of the Golden Calf and the astrological age of Taurus? 


D: This connection suggests that the Israelites’ idolatry represented not 
just a rejection of the new covenant established by God through Moses, 
but also an adherence to older, widespread astrological and pagan 
practices prevalent in the Near East. The Age of Taurus, which preceded 
the Age of Aries, was characterized by the veneration of bull deities 
across various cultures, symbolizing fertility, strength, and power. 


E: And this could be seen as the Israelites' reluctance to abandon their old ways and fully embrace the monotheistic 


worship prescribed by the new laws? 


D: Yes. This act of worshiping a golden bull idol reflects a spiritual regression to familiar, traditional beliefs associated 
with the Taurus constellation, instead of progressing with the new dispensation introduced by Moses. 


E: What astrological age did Moses lead the Hebrews into following the Age of Taurus? 


ARIES 


RAM 


ay 


planet constellation element 


Age of Aries, the Ram 

D: Following the Age of Taurus, Moses led the Hebrews into the Age of Aries, the Ram. This transition is symbolically 
represented by the shift from worshipping Taurus the Bull to the new practices instituted by Moses, which included 
the Passover lamb, a symbol of Aries. 


E: So this is where the original idea of "the lamb of God" comes from? 


D: Yes. The ram or lamb became a central figure in religious observances, marking a new era in Hebrew worship and 
aligning with the characteristics of the Age of Aries, such as leadership, initiative, and a new beginning. 


E: So this is why the ram's horn is blown as a religious observance in Judaism? 


D: Yes, the blowing of the ram's horn, or shofar, made from a ram's horn, serves as a powerful symbol of this 
astrological and spiritual shift. It is used in various Jewish religious observances, most notably during Rosh Hashanah 
(the Jewish New Year) and Yom Kippur (the Day of Atonement). The use of the shofar harks back to the biblical story 
of the Binding of Isaac, where a ram is sacrificed in Isaac's place, and it symbolizes a call to repentance, a reminder of 
God's sovereignty, and a link to the Age of Aries, reflecting themes of leadership, sacrifice, and renewal inherent in 
the age. 


Mithraism 
E: What is Mithraism, and how does it connect to this theme? 


D: Mithraism was a mystery religion that flourished in the Roman 
Empire just before the rise of Christianity. It centered around the 
god Mithras, who was associated with the sun and light. One of 
the key narratives of Mithraic mythology involves Mithras slaying 
a bull, an act from which life and fertility spring forth. Mithras is 
often depicted in Mithraic reliefs and iconography as coming out 
of a rock with a torch in one hand and a knife in the other, ready 
to embark on his life's adventures, including the slaying of the 
primordial bull. 


E: Is this where the religious infatuation with the “rock” comes 


from? 


D: Yes, this later influenced the myths of Prometheus, and the idea 
of “Petros”, the rock. This event is known as the "petra genetrix," 
the rock-born, and is a key image in Mithraic iconography, 
symbolizing his creation and his connection to the earth and nature. 
Some depictions show Mithras coming out of a cave, similar to Jesus 
being born ina cave or stable. This cave of Mithras, shaped like an 
egg, symbolizes the cosmos, the womb of the earth, or a place of 
creation and birth. 


E: So the slaying of the Bull, marks a transition from one astrological 
age, to the next? 
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D: Yes. This myth symbolizes the transition from the Age of Taurus to 
the Age of Aries, with the bull's sacrifice representing the end of one 
era and the beginning of another. The association of Mithras with the 
ram and later with a lamb in the Persian zodiac further ties into this 
transition, reflecting changes in religious symbols and practices. 


E: And the lamb in the Persian Zodiac, later influenced the Christian 
ideas of the sacrificial Lamb? 


D: Yes. The transition to the lamb in both Mithraism and later Christian 
symbolism (where Jesus is referred to as the "Lamb of God") can be 
seen as part of this broader astrological and cultural shift. The lamb 
symbolizes innocence, sacrifice, and renewal in Christian theology, 
embodying the new age that Judaism, and later Christianity sought to usher in, contrasting with the older, more 
violent symbol of the bull. 


Origins of the Ten Commandments THE 42 
E: What are the connections and similarities between the Ten Commandments of the LAWS OF 
Hebrews and the laws found in the Egyptian Book of the Dead? MA'AT 


D: Both sets of laws emphasize principles of justice, righteousness, and harmony in 
relations with the divine and among humans. The Egyptian Book of the Dead includes 
declarations of innocence or "Negative Confessions." These confessions, made before the 
gods in the afterlife, assert the deceased's adherence to moral and ethical standards 
during their life, such as not stealing, lying, or committing injustices, which closely parallel 
the ethical imperatives in the Ten Commandments, like prohibitions against theft, lying, 
and murder. So this is basically where the Hebrew laws came from. 


E: So the similarities suggest a shared cultural and religious ethos in the ancient Near East, where ethical living in 
accordance with divine law was paramount for spiritual integrity and the afterlife? 


D: Yes, very much so. 


E: Can you provide examples of the Negative Confessions from the Egyptian Book of the Dead alongside comparable 
laws from the Hebrew Bible? 


D: Certainly. Here are a few examples of the Negative Confessions from the Egyptian Book of the Dead juxtaposed 
with similar principles or commandments found in the Hebrew Bible: 


Egyptian Book of the Dead 


Egyptian Book of the Dead: "! have not stolen" compares to Exodus 20:15 from the Hebrew Bible: "You shall not 
steal." 


Egyptian Book of the Dead: "! have not killed" parallels Exodus 20:13: "You shall not murder." 
Egyptian Book of the Dead: "! have not told lies", can be related to Exodus 20:16: "You shall not bear false witness 


against your neighbor." 
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Egyptian Book of the Dead: "! have not committed adultery" aligns with Exodus 20:14: "You shall not commit 
adultery." 


Egyptian Book of the Dead: "! have not defrauded offerings" reflects a broader principle similar to Leviticus 19:11: 
"Do not steal, do not lie, do not deceive one another." 


The Code of Hammurabi 


E: I've heard that the Biblical laws also share similarities law codes like the 
Code of Hammurabi. |s that true? 


D: Yes, that's correct. Both the Biblical laws, especially in Leviticus and 
Deuteronomy, and the Code of Hammurabi from Mesopotamia cover a wide 
range of societal issues and prescribe specific punishments for various 
offenses, showing notable similarities. 


E: Can you give an example of laws on retaliation in both these law codes? 


D: Sure. In the Bible, Leviticus 24:19-20 follows the principle of Lex Talionis, 
stating, “Anyone who injures their neighbor is to be injured in the same 
manner: fracture for fracture, eye for eye, tooth for tooth.” Similarly, the Code 


HAMMURABI 


Hammurabi of Hammurabi, Law 196, says, “If a man put out the eye of another man, his 
ST a Ae SAN ws eye shall be put out.” Both laws embody the idea of equal retribution. 


D: What about laws regarding theft? 


E: In the Bible, Exodus 22:1 says, “If anyone steals an ox or a sheep... they must pay back five head of cattle for the ox 
and four sheep for the sheep.” The Code of Hammurabi is more severe; Law 8 states, “If anyone steals cattle or 
sheep... the thief shall pay thirtyfold; if they belonged to a freed man of the king he shall pay tenfold; if the thief has 
nothing with which to pay he shall be put to death.” 


E: Are there similar laws related to property damage? 


D: Yes, there are. Exodus 22:5 in the Bible mentions, “/f anyone grazes their livestock in a field or vineyard and lets 
them stray... the offender must make restitution from the best of their own field or vineyard.” The Code of 
Hammurabi, Law 57, states, “If a shepherd lets the sheep into a field to graze without consent... the shepherd... shall 
give twenty kur of corn to the owner of the field.” 


E: What about assault? How do the laws compare? 
D: For assault, Deuteronomy 25:11-12 in the Bible says, “If the wife of one of them...seizes [a man] by his private 
parts, you shall cut off her hand. Show her no pity.” This is quite specific. In contrast, the Code of Hammurabi, Law 


200, has a more general law: “/f a man knock out the teeth of his equal, his teeth shall be knocked out.” Both laws 
prescribe physical retribution for assault. 
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Moses with Horns 
E: Why is Moses often depicted with horns in art and sculptures? 


D: Some scholars say that this is due to a translation error in the Latin Vulgate Bible, a 4th-century Latin translation 
of the Bible by Saint Jerome. 


E: Tell me more. 
D: Well, the Hebrew text describes Moses' face as "radiant" or "emitting rays" (1'19 iv |17) after speaking with God 


on Mount Sinai. However, Jerome translated the Hebrew verb |)? (qaran) as "horned" in the Latin Vulgate, resulting 
in Moses being described as having horns. 
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E: And this led to a misinterpretation in visual arts during the medieval and Renaissance periods? 


D: Yes, according to some scholars, this led to depictions of Moses with literal horns protruding from his head, 
symbolizing the light and power of his encounter with God, albeit in a visually mistaken manner. 


E: What are the connections between Moses depicted with horns and Junar horns or crescent moon symbolism from 
cultic moon worship? 


D: Some theories suggest that the horns, misinterpreted from the biblical text, 
could be seen as resembling the crescent moon, which is a powerful symbol in 
various ancient cultures, including those that practiced moon worship. 


E: Fertility worship? 


D: Yes. The crescent moon has been associated with fertility, cyclical renewal, Ros h C hod es i) 
and divine power, often linked to lunar deities. In this speculative view, Moses' 
horns could be interpreted as an allegorical link to these older, lunar-centric 
religious traditions, suggesting a syncretism or continuity between ancient 
Semitic moon worship and the monotheistic worship introduced by Moses. 


New Moon Feast 
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Lunar Deities 
E: What are some examples of ancient lunar deities depicted with the crescent moon? 


D: | can give you a few examples that predates Moses. All of them symbolizes fertility, birth and renewal: 


Selene/Luna: In Greek and Roman mythology, Selene (Greek) and Luna (Roman) are the goddesses of the moon. 
They are often depicted with a crescent moon on their head or driving a chariot pulled by horses or bulls across the 
night sky. 


Sin/Nanna: In Mesopotamian religion, Sin (Akkadian) or Nanna (Sumerian) is the god of the moon. Sin is frequently 
shown with a beard of lapis lazuli and riding a bull, with the crescent moon, a quarter of the moon, symbolizing his 
presence. 


Artemis/Diana: Although primarily known as goddesses of the hunt, Artemis (Greek) and Diana (Roman) are also 
associated with the moon and wilderness. They are sometimes depicted with crescent moons, emphasizing their role 
as protectors of wildlife and virginity. 


Thoth: In Egyptian mythology, Thoth is the god of wisdom, writing, and the moon. He is sometimes depicted with a 
crescent moon above his head, representing his association with the cycles of the moon and his role in measuring 
and regulating time. 


Khonsu: Another Egyptian deity, Khonsu, is explicitly a god of the moon, known for his healing and protective 
powers. He is often depicted with a falcon head crowned with a crescent moon and a full moon disk atop it. 


aN Moon Crescent Tiara 


Symbol of Osiris Selene/Luna Artemis/Diana Lady Diana 


E: How is the depiction of lunar deities with crescent moons connected to the use of a "Lunar Calendar" in various 
ancient cultures? 


D: The depiction of lunar deities with crescent moons is deeply connected to the use of a "Lunar Calendar" in various 
ancient cultures because these deities symbolize the significance of the moon in measuring time and organizing 


society. 


E: So ancient civilizations aligned their calendars with the phases of the moon due to its visible cycles and its impact 
on agricultural cycles, tides, and human behavior? 


D: Exactly. The lunar calendar, based on the moon's phases from new moon to full moon and back (waxing and 
waning), was a practical tool for marking time, planning agricultural activities, religious festivals, and social events. 
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The crescent moon, a prominent phase in 
these cycles, served as a natural symbol 
for the passage of time and the cyclical 
nature of life, which was embodied in the 
lunar deities. 


E: So these deities represented not only 
the physical presence of the moon in the 
night sky but also had cultural and 
spiritual significance? 


D: Yes. They did so by marking important 


\ S 
transitions, guiding agricultural practices, if — ~— 
and serving as a celestial clock for 4 PLAYBOY 
ancient societies. Thus, the worship of The name (Easter is commonly believed to be derived from Bostre or Ostara, the names of a 


lunar deities and the use of a lunar Germanic goddess of spring and dawn. 


calendar were intertwined, reflecting -—t an ancient Mesopotamian goddess associated with love, beauty, sex, desire, fertility, 


humanity's ancient relationship with the 
ath t | Id Both eggs and rabbits are ancient symbols of fertility and new life, which align with the themes 
cosmos an e Natural World, of spring as a season of rebirth and renewal. 


E: What do ancient Israelite carvings depicting hands raised towards the moon crescent signify? 


D: Ancient Israelite carvings showing hands raised towards the moon crescent likely represent prayers or worship 
directed at celestial bodies, a practice mentioned in the Bible. Such imagery could reflect the syncretism present in 
early Israelite religion, where elements of neighboring polytheistic cultures, including lunar worship, were integrated 
into their practices. However, this later changed by King Josiah, who wanted the Israelites to only worship Yahweh. 


2 Kings 23:5: 

"[King Josiah] did away with the pagan priests appointed by the kings of Judah to burn incense on the high places of 
the towns of Judah and on those around Jerusalem—those who burned incense to Baal, to the sun and moon, to the 
constellations and to all the starry hosts." 


Deuteronomy 4:19: 

"And when you look up to the sky and see the sun, the moon and the stars—all the heavenly array—do not be 
enticed into bowing down to them and worshiping things the Lord your God has apportioned to all the nations under 
heaven." 


Deuteronomy 17:2-3: ae WOMANHINE'S LAST STAND SELF CONTROL 
"If a man or woman living 
among you in one of the towns 
the Lord gives you is found 
doing evil in the eyes of the Lord 
your God in violation of his 
covenant, and contrary to my 
command has worshiped other 
gods, bowing down to them or 
to the sun or the moon or the 
stars in the sky..." 


Oh, the night is my world 
City light painted girl 

In the day nothing matters 
it's the night time that 
flatters 


i, | live among the 
creatures of the night 

| haven't got the will to try 
and fight 

Against a new tomorrow 
So | guess I'll just believe it 
Tomorrow never knows 


THE ORIGINAL MINISERIES 
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Mother Mary - Queen of Heaven 


E: What does the depiction of Mother Mary standing on the 
moon crescent symbolize? 


D: The depiction of Mother Mary standing on the moon 
crescent is acommon motif in Christian art, symbolizing her 
purity, divinity, and victory over sin and evil. This imagery is 
often inspired by the Book of Revelation 12:1, which 
describes "a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon 
under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars." 
The crescent moon under Mary's feet represents her 
immaculate nature and her role as the "Queen of Heaven," 
reflecting light from the "Sun," which symbolizes Jesus 
Christ. 


E: Some propose that the veneration of the Virgin Mary in Catholicism has roots in earlier pagan 
traditions, including the worship of the ancient Egyptian goddess Isis. What can you tell me about 
that? 


D: Yes, some scholars propose that the many attributes, symbols, and rituals associated with Isis 
were assimilated into the Christian worship of Mary. 


E: How? 


D: This supposedly happened as Christianity spread throughout the Roman Empire, where Isis was 
widely revered. 


E: What are the main arguments for this idea? 


D: Well, these theorists point to similarities in iconography, such as 
depictions of Isis holding her son Horus, which mirror Christian images 
of Mary with the Christ Child. Additionally, they note that both figures 
are associated with maternal qualities, protection, and intercession, 
and that titles used for Isis, such as "Queen of Heaven," were later 
applied to Mary. 


Polytheism in Islam 
E: How did the crescent moon become a symbol associated with Islam? 


D: The crescent moon symbol, often seen with a star, became associated with Islam primarily through its adoption 
by the Ottoman Empire as part of its flag and insignia. This association grew as the empire expanded, leading to the 
crescent moon's recognition as a symbol of Islam worldwide. However, this adoption was more cultural and political 
than religious, as Islam itself, focusing on monotheism and aniconism, does not prescribe any particular symbols to 
represent the faith. 


E: But the symbol's origins predate Islam, with roots in ancient Near Eastern moon worship? 


D: Yes. The crescent moon symbol, used by Muslims (and same with all Abrahamic faiths), has its origins in ancient 
Near Eastern civilizations, where the moon was worshipped as a powerful deity or as part of a pantheon of gods. 
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Cultures such as the Sumerians, Babylonians, and 
Assyrians, among others in the Mesopotamian region, 
revered lunar deities and often depicted the crescent 
moon in art and religious iconography. 


E: Can you elaborate on the connection between Allah 
and the moon deity Hubal in pre-Islamic times? 


D: Before the advent of Islam, the Kaaba in Mecca was 
a religious center that housed statues of various 
deities, including one representing the god Hubal. 
Given that the Kaaba was later associated with Allah in 
Islamic tradition, some scholars, such as Julius 
Wellhausen, have speculated that Hubal might have 
been an early form or name for Allah. Hugo Winckler, 
a 20th-century scholar, went further to claim that Hubal was specifically a moon god. Also Robert Morey's book “The 
Moon-god Allah in the Archeology of the Middle East” claims that Al-‘Uzza is identical in origin to Hubal, whom he 
asserts to be a lunar deity. 


E: Can you provide more details on the religious beliefs in Mecca before the emergence of Islam regarding Allah? 


D: Prior to the rise of Islam and the prophethood of Muhammad, the religious landscape of Mecca was polytheistic, 
with the worship of many gods and goddesses. Among these, Allah was acknowledged as a significant deity, 
recognized as the creator of the world and the giver of rain, elements vital for survival in the desert environment. 
Despite this high status, Allah was not viewed as the only god by the Meccans. 


E: Who were the companion deities associated 
with Allah in pre-Islamic Mecca? 


D: In pre-Islamic Mecca, several deities were 
considered companions or subordinate to 
Allah, playing significant roles in the religious 
beliefs of the people. Among these were: 


Osman Gazi Cross of Judas Euro symbol 
Ottoman Flag 


Al-Lat: A goddess who was associated with 
fertility, possibly considered the mother 
goddess in some traditions. She was worshipped widely across the Arabian Peninsula and was one of the three chief 
goddesses of Mecca. 


Al-Uzza: Another prominent goddess, often linked with war and protection, Al-Uzza was revered as a powerful deity. 
She was believed to offer courage and victory to warriors and was also one of the three chief goddesses. 


Manat: The third of the trio of chief goddesses, Manat was associated with fate and destiny. Her worship involved 
rituals related to the passage of time and the lifecycle, including death and the afterlife. 


Hubal: An idol housed within the Kaaba, Hubal was a significant deity who was often considered the chief god of 


Mecca before Islam. He was associated with divination and was sometimes considered a moon god, although 
scholarly opinions vary on this point. 
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These deities, along with others, formed the pantheon that was worshipped in Mecca and throughout much of the 
Arabian Peninsula before the advent of Islam, which proclaimed the oneness of Allah and rejected the worship of all 
other gods and goddesses. 


The Nasi’s 


E: What does Nas? mean in relation to 
veneration of the moon? 


D: The term "Nast" does not directly relate 
to the veneration of the moon in historical 
or religious contexts. Instead, "Nasi" is an 
Arabic term that refers to the Islamic 

practice of postponing or intercalating 


within the lunar calendar. 


=e a 
Samson the "Nazir”, wrestling the Lion. 


E: And what does the term Nasi mean ina The term "Nazirite" comes from the Hebrew 

Hebrew context? word "Nazir," meaning "consecrated" or 
"separated." John the Baptist was also a 
"Nazir". 


D: The office of Nasi (In Hebrew, "N'w") of 

the ancient Jewish Sanhedrin was a 

significant position of leadership and 

authority within the Jewish community. The Sanhedrin itself 
was the supreme council and court of justice among the Jewish 
people in ancient times. The term "Nasi," which means 
"prince" or "leader" in Hebrew, was used to denote the head 
or president of the Sanhedrin. 


E: And what authority did these Nasi’s have? 


D: The Nasi had considerable influence on religious, legal, and New Moon Crescent 
political matters. In addition to leading the Sanhedrin, the Nasi 
had the authority to make decisions on halachic (Jewish legal) 
issues, appoint judges, and even intervene in political affairs of the 
Jewish people under Roman rule. The office of Nasi was not 
merely a religious role but also a position of communal leadership, 
reflecting the intertwined nature of religion, law, and governance 
in ancient Jewish society. 


E: Halachic, sounds similar to the Islamic "Halal". 


D: These terms are not derived from the same etymological root. 
They are however similar when it comes to determining social 
behavior. The term "halachic" refers to matters related to 
Halacha, which is Jewish law encompassing religious, ethical, and 
social guidelines and practices derived from the Torah and 
subsequent rabbinic texts, such as the Talmud and later rabbinic 
writings. Halacha covers a wide range of Jewish life, including daily 
practices, holidays, dietary laws, and family purity. 


WERNHER VON BRAUN ARTHUR RUDOLPH HERMANN OBERTH 
HAZ! / ASA ASSOCIATE ADMIN WADI / MASA ROCKET SCIENTIST HAZ) / MASA ROCKET SCIENTIST 
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"Halal," on the other hand, is an Islamic term that means "permissible" or "lawful" and refers to what is allowed 
under Islamic law. It is often used in the context of food (e.g., halal meat), but it also applies to actions, behaviors, 
and practices deemed acceptable in Islam. 


Lost in “Sin” 
E: Is the word "Sin" for the moon goddess connected to the 
word "Synagogue"? 


 SINAGOGA 
noy97-n?3 


D: No, the word "Sin" for the moon god (not goddess) is not 
connected to the word "Synagogue." "Sin" refers to the 
Mesopotamian god of the moon, worshipped extensively in the 
ancient Near East. The word "Synagogue," on the other hand, 
comes from the Greek "synagoge," meaning "assembly" or 
"gathering together." 


E: Then why is "Synagogue" spelled "Sinagoga" in Israel? 


D: Well, the variation in spelling, such as "Sinagoga’" in Israel, may be influenced by Spanish, Italian, and Portuguese 
or transliteration practices, rather than a direct connection to the Mesopotamian moon god Sin. It represents the 
linguistic diversity and historical influences in the region, rather than a theological or etymological link to the concept 
of the moon deity. 


E: Was worship conducted in caves before the construction of temples and Synagogues? 


D: Yes, it's true that long before the construction of temples as places of worship, ancient peoples often conducted 
religious ceremonies in natural settings, including caves. The Sacred Hill of the Moon God Sin "Sogmatar'" is a 
notable example. This site, among others, served as a significant location for worship and rituals dedicated to the 
Moon God Sin, highlighting the deep connection between natural landscapes and spiritual practices in ancient times. 
Such locations were revered for their natural beauty and mystery, which were seen as manifestations of the divine. 
Caves, in particular, were considered gateways to the underworld or realms beyond the human, making them ideal 
for connecting with deities and conducting religious ceremonies. 


E: Could the word for sin, as a transgression, be derived from the Moon Goddess "Sin" due to its association with 
darkness? 


D: The notion of darkness associated 
The Hall of Records: The temple of the Seven Planets with sin in many cultures may 

at Sogmatar. symbolically align with the night and 
thus the moon, but the etymology of the 
word "sin" itself is not directly derived 
from the name of the Moon Goddess or 
God "Sin." Not to my knowledge anyway. 


E: Can you explain the Jewish tradition of 
the Mezuzah and its connection to the 
symbol of the moon and an all-seeing 
eye? 


D: The Jewish tradition of the Mezuzah involves placing a small case on the doorposts of homes. This case contains a 
scroll with passages from the Torah, specifically Deuteronomy 6:4-9 and 11:13-21, which include the Shema prayer, a 
central declaration of faith in sovereignty of Yahweh. 


E: Some scholars say that this piece was inspired by a stone amulet created by the indigenous people of Israel. 


D: Well, the symbol of the moon and the all-seeing eye are not 
traditionally part of the Mezuzah or Jewish iconography. The all- 
seeing eye, and the moon, which can symbolize various concepts 
including time, cycles, or illumination, might appear in other forms 
of artistic expressions connected to the "Sanctification of the Moon", 
such as Kiddush Levana, a ritual where a blessing is recited under the 
night sky upon seeing the new crescent moon. 


E: Is the area below Mount Sinai referred to as "the wilderness of 
Sin"? 


D: Yes, the area below Mount Sinai is indeed referred to as "the wilderness of Sin" in | 

the Bible. This name is mentioned in the context of the Israelites’ journey through weal 
the desert after their Exodus from Egypt, as they were led by Moses towards the 

Promised Land. 


E: So the Israelites were "lost in Sin" you might say. Etham 


D: Thats a funny remark. The wilderness of Sin is described as a stage in their 
journey between Elim and Sinai, where they encountered challenges such as 
hunger, leading to the miraculous provision of manna and quail from God. It's 
important to note that the term "Sin" here does not relate to the concept of 
wrongdoing or moral transgression; rather, as we already said, it's thought to derive 
from the name of the Moon god Sin, indicating the region's connection to ancient 
Semitic religion. 


abies 


Solar Calendar versus Lunar Calendar 
E: Why was the moon revered in ancient times? 


D: Well, in ancient cultures, the moon was revered for several reasons, including its noticeable impact on human 
bodies and the oceans. The moon's phases were linked to the agricultural cycle, guiding planting and harvesting 
activities. Its gravitational pull affects ocean tides, which ancient peoples observed and connected to the moon's 
divine influence. Moreover, the moon's cycle was seen to correlate with women's menstrual cycles, further 
attributing to its mystical and life-governing properties. These observations contributed to the moon being associated 
with fertility, transformation, and the divine, leading to its worship across various cultures. 


E: So the Egyptians used a sun-based calendar while the Semitic peoples used a lunar-based calendar? 


D: Yes, the Egyptians primarily used a solar calendar, known as the solar civil calendar, which consisted of 360 days 
divided into 12 months of 30 days each, plus an additional five days (making it 365), making it closely aligned with 
the solar year. And of course, the sun is a round “disc”, made up of 360° degrees, each degree being an “angle”, or 


La 


an “Angel”. This is why, in secret societies, in order to “come full circle”, you need to pass all the “degrees”, just as in 
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the educational system all over the world. The five extra days, Angels or Angles? 
called “heriu renpet’, was turned into holy days, for 


celebrations and rest — holidays! TAN xx V7 


This calendar was important for agricultural planning and male one female 
(active) (union) (passive) 
religious festivals. On the other hand, Semitic peoples, (sexigessimal) 


including ancient Israelites, traditionally used a lunar ieee 


calendar. Their months began with the new moon, making the EL 
calendar year shorter than the solar year. To reconcile this 
difference with the solar agricultural cycle, they periodically AN 


added an extra month ina practice known as intercalation. This 
lunar-based system was integral to religious observances and 
festivals. 


The Seven Planets of the Week 


PITER 
MERCURY sk a 


y 


WEDNESDAY 


MONDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 


SATURDAY 
SUNDAY 


E: How do these calendars connect with the worship of Saturn, particularly in the context of the Sabbath being on 
Saturday, which is also Saturn's day? 


D: The connection between calendars, the worship of Saturn, and the observance of the Sabbath on Saturday 
involves a blend of astronomical observations and cultural-religious practices. In ancient times, each day of the week 
was associated with one of the seven visible celestial bodies: the Sun, the Moon, Mars, Mercury, Jupiter, Venus, 
and Saturn. Saturday, or Saturn's day, was dedicated to Saturn, the farthest and slowest-moving planet visible to the 
naked eye. 


E: How does the naming of days of the week in modern Western languages reflect ancient celestial associations, such 
as Monday for the Moon? 


D: The naming of days of the week in modern Western languages directly reflects ancient celestial associations, 
with each day named after one of the seven classical planets of Greco-Roman astronomy, which were visible to the 
naked eye. This system was adopted and adapted by various cultures over time, resulting in the names we use today. 
Here's a breakdown of how this translates into modern Western language use: 
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Monday: Named after the Moon. The Latin name was "dies Lunae," translating to "day of the Moon." This naming is 
evident in English ("Monday") and German ("Montag"). 


Tuesday: Named after Mars. In Latin, "dies Martis" was dedicated to Mars, the god of war. The English name comes 
from "Tiw's Day," after Tiw or Tyr, the Norse god of war, equated with Mars. Similarly, French "mardi" and Spanish 
"martes" reflect the original Latin name. 


Wednesday: Named after Mercury. In Latin, "dies Mercurii" was Mercury's day. The English name derives from 
"Woden's Day," after Woden or Odin, who was associated with Mercury. French "mercredi" and Spanish "miércoles" 
maintain the connection to Mercury. 


Thursday: Named after Jupiter. The Latin "dies Jovis" honored Jupiter. |n English, it became "Thor's Day," named 
after Thor, the Norse god likened to Jupiter. French "jeudi" and Spanish "jueves" are derived from the Latin name. 


Friday: Named after Venus. "Dies Veneris" in Latin celebrated Venus. The English name comes from "Frigg's Day," 
after Frigg or Freya, associated with Venus. French "vendredi" and Spanish "viernes" follow the Latin tradition. 


Saturday: Named after Saturn. Latin "dies Saturni" was Saturn's day, which remains unchanged in English 
("Saturday") and slightly modified in languages like French ("samedi," from the Latin "sabbatum" for Sabbath) and 
Spanish ("sabado"). 


Sunday: Named after the Sun. In Latin, it was "dies Solis," meaning "day of the Sun." This is reflected in languages 
like English ("Sunday") and German ("Sonntag"). 
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CHAKRAS & PLANETS BM THE SEVEN CHAKRAS 


AND THEIR 


RULING PLANETS ~ 


A Guide to Balancing Your Chakras 
and Discovering Your Full Potential 
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Garden of Eden according to Norse Myths 
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CLEANS! “Yggdrasil” — Middle Earth 
Journey through 

the Rainbow Bridge 


The esoteric idea of the "Rainbow Bridge," known in 


various spiritual traditions and particularly in Theosophy and 


anthroposophical teachings, refers to a metaphorical bridge 


: = connecting the physical and spiritual worlds, or more 
P i i, AS specifically, the human mind with the divine consciousness. 
' ° This concept is also known in Theosophy as 
"Antahkarana," and it represents the path of evolution and 
SHARON CALVERT enlightenment that each soul is said to traverse in its 


journey toward higher states of being. 


The Rainbow Bridge 
symbolizes the stages of 
spiritual development a 
person undergoes to achieve 


enlightenment or cosmic 


consciousness. |t embodies 


the idea that humans have 


TRAN $ HUMAN the potential to expand their 
Lat av Diana Ross } « 


— ee nd consciousness beyond the 
| said upside down physical realm, enabling 
You're turning me Transgender them to perceive, interact 


You're giving love instinctively with, and understand higher 


Upside Down > 


Around and round you're turning me = as 7 2 
y g spiritual realities. This bridge 


Upside down 
Boy, you turn me 


is not a physical structure 


SSS 
but rather an inner pathway 
Inside out Z ; 
And round and round | that involves the purification 
Upside down V & of the mind, emotional 
Boy, you turn me 
Inside out djs 
———————————— 


And round and round 


refinement, and the 
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development of virtues such 


The Aztec God Quetzalcoatl is depicted as a rainbow-colored snake adorned 
with feathers. The ancient Mayans called him by the name of Kukulcan. 


Kukulkan is a boy who was born as a snake. As he grew older it became 
obvious that he was the plumed serpent and his sister cared for him in @ cave. 


The "Biscione" known 

also as the vipera, is in 

: heraldry a charge 

; consisting of a serpent in 

x = the act of eating or giving 
é birth to a human. 


The coat of arms of he Houses of = 
Viscorti showing the biscione wearing 
a crown 
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HOPI-UM: Ihe Rainbow Warrior WARRIORS OF THE RAINBOW: 
Since the early 1970s, a legend of Rainbow Warriors Strange And Prophetic Indian Dreams 
has inspired some environmentalists and hippies 
with a belief that their movement is the fulfillment of 
| & Native American prophecy. Usually the "prophecy" 


is claimed to be Hopi or Cree. 


However, this "prophecy" is not Native American at 
all, but rather from a 1962 Evangelical Christian 
religious tract, titled “Warriors of the Rainbow” by 
William Willoya and Vinson Brown from Naturegraph 
Publishers. 


The legend said [the Native Americans] would also be 
joined by many of their light-skinned brothers and 
sisters (The true Pahana is the Lost White Brother of 
the Hopi), who would in fact be the reincarnate souls 
of the Indians who were killed or enslaved by the first yr f 
light-skinned settlers. C 


It was said that the dead souls of these first people 


would return in bodies of all different colors: red, 
white, yellow and black. Together and unified, like 
the colours of the rainbow, these people would 
teach all of the peoples of the world how to have love 
and reverence for Mother Earth (Green Peace), of 
whose very stuff we human beings are also made. =— 
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Solar cross/swastika 


God’s cattle 


E: Are there any counterparts, to this quote, in other, preceding cultures? 

" And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, 
and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth 
upon the earth. So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created 
he them." Genesis 1:26-27 (KJV) 


D: Absolutely, the idea of humans being made in God’s image appears in both Egyptian texts and the Bible. An 
Egyptian text describes humans as "God's cattle," made by God and reflecting His image. Both Egyptian and Biblical 
stories talk about humans ruling over animals and the challenges of childbirth. The Biblical story of Eve being created 
from Adam’s rib is similar to the Mesopotamian story of Enki and Ninhursag, where a goddess heals Enki’s rib pain. 


The story of Adam’s creation from clay in the Bible is like the Egyptian tale of Kanum making humans from clay, and 
an Akkadian story where the first human is made from blood and clay. The idea of Adam being made from dust 
resembles Atum, an Egyptian god, also made from dust. The Enuma Elish also talks about creating a kind of savage, 
to do maintenance work, and serve the Gods*. 

(*"! will establish a savage, ‘man’ shall be his name. Truly, savage-man | will create. He shall be charged with the 
service of the gods, That they might be at ease!" - Enuma Elish, Tablet 6, Lines 4-8). 


Genesis and the Greek Myths =. 

E: What about Greek mythology, known for its rich pantheon of gods and complex HESIOD 

creation stories? | mean, these myths often involved multiple gods playing specific | THE HOMERIC HYMNS 

roles in the creation of the universe, humanity, and the natural world, so what AND H MERI A 

influence could these have had on the early Hebrews? 0 C 
HOMER AND HESIOD 

D: The development of Greek mythology and Hebrew myths did not exactly evolve ws, ~ 


side by side in the same timeframe, and there are some distinctions in their origins 
and development. 


Greek mythology, as we know it, is believed to have stemmed from centuries of 
oral tradition, likely evolving from stories told in the Minoan civilization of Crete, 
which flourished from about 3000 to 1100 BCE. This mythology continued to 
develop and was eventually written down in the works of poets like Homer and 
Hesiod around 700 BCE to 800 BCE. 
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On the other hand, the origins of Hebrew mythology, as found in the Hebrew Bible or 
the Old Testament, can be traced back to the early years of the Christian era, beginning 
around 90 CE. The stories in the Book of Genesis, for example, were compiled and 
written down much later than the development of the Greek myths. 


E: So, while both mythologies emerged from the Eastern Mediterranean region and 
share some thematic similarities, Greek mythology has older roots and was developed 
earlier as a part of the ancient Greek religious system? 


D: Yes, and In contrast, the Hebrew myths, particularly those found in the Bible, were 
compiled and written down later and have a more historical linkage in their narrative. 


E: So it is temporally possible that the Greek myths might have influenced the beliefs of the early Hebrew tribes? 


D: Well, the Book of Genesis presents two different stories of creation. In the first chapter, it talks about how the 
world was made in seven days. The next chapters, Genesis 2 and 3, tell the story of the first man and woman and 
the Garden of Eden. Many experts have noticed that these stories are similar to older myths from the Near East, 
especially Mesopotamia. However, there are also, interestingly, some connections to ancient Greek stories of 
creation, like those found in Plato's Timaeus. 


In Genesis 1, God creates the world by speaking things into being, in a calm and orderly way. This is quite like how 
Plato in Timaeus describes a divine being, the "demiurge," who shapes the universe from chaos. Both the God of 
Genesis and Plato’s demiurge work in a thoughtful, organized manner, without much drama. 


These stories don't really give human characteristics to _ He (Urizen) is usually depicted as a bearded old man; 
God or the demiurge. Both are above and beyond _he sometimes bears architect's tools, to create and 
everything, bringing order out of chaos. Genesis 1 has a _ constrain the universe; tes el he ensnares 
grand, thoughtful style that’s more like Plato’s ideas than 


people in webs of lawand conventional society. 


the more adventurous stories in texts like the Enuma Elish 
from the Near East. 


Genesis hint at a group of divine beings, rather than a 
singular God, much like the families of gods in Greek 
mythology. The term “Elohim,” used in the very first line 
of Genesis, is a plural word. This is like the Greek myths, 
where you have supreme gods and their families, like 
Zeus and the Olympians. 


For example, Psalm 82 in the Bible shows God leading a 
council of other gods*. This is similar to Greek stories 
about gods like Zeus, who rules over others. These ideas 
suggest that ancient Near Eastern and early Greek myths 
share some common themes. 

(*God presides in the great assembly; he renders 
judgment among the “gods”). 


William Slake's version of the Demiurge 


with the ‘ 


Genesis 2 and 3, with their story of the Garden of Eden, 
are more like Greek myths than the philosophical style of 
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Genesis 1. Eden, a perfect and lush garden, reminds us of how the Greeks pictured the early, perfect times of 
humanity. 


The way the first woman is made in Genesis 2 is similar to Greek tales where gods make humans from clay or other 
materials. The Greek myths of Pandora being made from clay or Athena born from Zeus's head are similar stories. 


Also, the story of the forbidden tree in Eden is like Greek myths where humans are tested by gods with trees, such as 
the golden apples in the Garden of the Hesperides. The sad story of being kicked out of paradise in Genesis is also 
found in Greek stories about humans losing their perfect early world. 


Pandora's Box 
Pandora was given a wedding gift of a 
beautiful box, with instructions to not 
open it under any circumstance. 
Impelled by her curiosity, Pandora 
opened it and all evil contained therein 


escaped and spread over the earth. She 
hastened to close the container, but the 
whole contents had escaped except for 
one thing that lay at the bottom — the 
Spirit of Hope. 


The Creation of Human Slaves 
E: You mentioned previously that the Gods in the Enuma Elish created man as a “savage”, to do maintenance work, 
can you elaborate on that? 


D: | don’t know much more, specifically, about the Enuma Elish 
concerning this. However, according to the Atrahasis Epic, before the 
creation of humans, the lesser gods, known as the Igigi, were tasked 
with hard labor to maintain the order of the universe and to serve the 
higher gods. This work included digging canals, farming, and 
maintaining the rivers and waterways, which were essential for 
agriculture in Mesopotamia. These tasks were laborious and continuous, 
leading to the rebellion of the lgigi. 


To quell this rebellion and to free the Igigi from their toils, the higher 
gods, led by Enki (Ea), decided to create humans. In the myth, humans 
were fashioned from clay mixed with the flesh and blood of a sacrificed 
god, giving them life and a divine aspect. The primary purpose of 
creating humans was to take over the burdensome tasks that the lesser 
gods had been performing. 


Detail of Enki from the Adda Seal, an 
ancient Akkadian cylinder seal dating to 
‘circa 2,300 BC 
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E: So the humans created in the Atrahasis Epic were In the Sumerian myth of Enki and Ninmah, Enki 
created man from Clay. y 


meant to serve the gods by maintaining the natural 
order, performing agricultural work, and conducting 
rituals and offerings to please and sustain the gods? 


D: Yes, roughly so, and furthermore the narrative of 
gods and humans in these myths often mirrors the 
hierarchical structures and labor dynamics of ancient 
Mesopotamian societies, where the servitude and 
labor of the populace were essential for sustaining the 
community and appeasing the divine powers. 


E: Were there any specific characters, who were given 
the task of designing man? 


D: From what | recall, the task of bodily design, was 

undertaken by the mother goddess Ninmah*. She is a mother goddess and a key figure in several Mesopotamian 
myths involving creation and the shaping of life. In these stories, her role often involves the molding and designing of 
humans, with the help of Enki. These narratives typically emphasize the challenges and complexities of creation, with 
some creations not being viable or possessing various flaws. 

(* Also known as Ninhursag or Nintu in different texts). 


E: What do you mean by flaws? Were several attempts made before the first human prototype was ready? 


D: Yes, throughout the laboratory process, if you will, there are descriptions of failed attempts at creating the perfect 
human beings. 


E: What do you mean? Were they born with deformities? 


D: Yes, some beings were created with physical disabilities or deformities, including issues like being unable to stand, 
walk, or having other bodily impairments. In some versions of these myths, certain beings were created unable to 
bear children, a significant flaw considering the role of these beings was often to reproduce and perform labor. 


E: And how about their mental skills? 


D: Some beings are described as lacking intelligence or having other mental challenges that make them incapable of 
functioning as intended by the gods. There are accounts of beings suffering from various health issues, which could 
be interpreted as the gods' trial-and-error approach in their creative process. 


Adam -— The New Creature 
E: | always found the account of Eve being created from a part of Adam's body, to be very curious, like some kind of 
gene-splicing, don’t you agree? 


D: | do, in some ancient Jewish beliefs, Adam was split to create Eve, similar to a Zoroastrian story where a primal 
human is split, leading to all of humanity. This is also like a Greek myth where Zeus splits the first humans. In 
Zoroastrianism, there's a story of a primordial bovine made from mud, akin to the creation of Adam and Eve in the 
Bible. 
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E: So what can you tell me a little about the first human 
prototype in the Bible, namely Adam? Doesn't Adam 
mean "earth" or something like that? 


D: Yes, "Adam" was etymologically known as "the earthly 
one" or "the one on earth", emphasizing the material 
from which Adam was created and his connection to the 
earth. Adam was "The new creature", highlighting the 
novelty of the creation of the first human in the Genesis 
narrative. 


The Hebrew word "Adamah"in the Bible is often 


translated as "ground" or "earth." It is closely related to Askand ala (from Old 
the word "Adam", and the root of both words, can be Ein : rl and female 
associated with earth or ground, which reflects the Biblical ively=¥ the first two humans, created 


account of God creating Adam from the dust of the by the gods. mat, 
ground. : 


E: So | guess after many failed attempts, that the Gods managed to create a being that was in good health, and was 
intellectually capable? Could Adam possibly symbolize the first Homo Sapiens, as opposed to the preceding Homo 
Erectus? 


D: Yes, | have often pondered that thought myself. There seemed to have been a jump in IQ between previous 
hominids, compared to modern man. It is true, that the transition from Homo erectus* to Homo sapiens (modern 
humans), occurred very quickly in evolutionary terms. Homo sapiens appeared abruptly around 300,000 years ago, 
with significant anatomical and cognitive developments. It always made me wonder if this is mirrored in the creation 
narrative in Genesis, and other comparable tales. 

(* Homo erectus is known to have existed for a long period, roughly from about 2 million to 100,000 years ago. This 
species displayed relatively little change over this extensive timespan). 


E: | have read that one of the most notable changes in this transition was an increase in cranial capacity. Homo 
sapiens have a significantly larger brain size compared to Homo erectus. This increase in brain size, about 50% more 
in Homo sapiens, is associated with advancements in cognitive abilities, tool use, language, and social structure. 
Would you agree? 


D: Absolutely! The rapid increase in brain size and complexity within a relatively short evolutionary period is 
considered exceptional, especially when compared to the more gradual changes in other species. 


E: | guess we haven’t seen these kinds of rapid, evolutionary jumps, in other species, have we? 


D: No. From what | know, other species, such as chimpanzees, have shown relatively little evolutionary change over 
millions of years. Chimpanzees, our closest living relatives, have maintained a stable anatomical and behavioral 
pattern for about 5 million years. The relatively stable evolutionary path of species like chimpanzees contrasts 
drastically with the rapid anatomical and cognitive changes observed in the lineage from Homo erectus to Homo 
sapiens. 


E: This reminds me of this theory from Tim Crow, a well-known psychiatrist and researcher. He thinks that a huge leap 


in our evolution, especially in developing language, happened around 150,000 years ago because of a change in our 
genes. He believes a specific gene on the Y chromosome, which only guys have, moved to a new spot in our DNA. 
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This movement, or translocation, might have been the kick-starter for language and even affected how our brains 
work, particularly in how we speak and think. 


D: It makes me think of another scientist who was part of the Human Genome Project. | think his last name was 
Scherer*. Anyhow, he came across something really interesting. He found about 200 genes in our DNA that seemed 
kind of out of place, like they didn't belong. These genes weren't in simpler creatures like insects or other animals 
with backbones. It was almost like these genes just “popped up” in humans from nowhere, which is pretty baffling. 
(*Dr. Steven Scherer, 2001 at Baylor College). 


| assume this discovery is pretty big because it hints at parts of our genetic history we might not fully get yet. One 
idea is that these genes could have been passed to humans in an unusual way, not just from parent to child, like how 
bacteria swap genes. It's a bit rare for complex beings like us, but it's a possibility. 


In 2001: A Space Odyssey (1968), futurist Arthur C. Clarke weaves a tale that follows 
human evolution from man-apes to the spaceship Discovery on its mission to Saturn 
to investigate the first signs of extraterrestrial intelligence. 


The Elohim - Mighty beings from the sky 
E: When we talked about the Greek mythical Gods, and their families, you mentioned that the term “Elohim” is a 
plural word — what is the significance of this? 


D: Understanding this, has massive implications. The term "Elohim" (D'17X) in Hebrew is a plural noun, wrongly 
translated as "God" in English. While it is plural in form, it is frequently used with singular verbs and adjectives in the 
Hebrew Bible when referring to the God of Israel, which has led to various interpretations by scholars and 
theologians. However, in the creation narrative of Genesis 1:26-27, "Elohim" is used with plural verbs and pronouns, 
as in "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness." 


E: So the obvious implication here is that there were several beings creating mankind, and not a singular entity? 


D: Yes, exactly. | would higly recommend Biglino's translations, which are in depth, and extremely accurate: 
“And the Elohim said: let us make man with image of us and in our liking. 

And the Elohim made man with his image. With image of Elohim he made. 

[He] made them male and female.” 

These passages, translated by Mauro Biglino*, refer to Genesis 1:26-27, which describes the creation of humans. 
This passage is notable for its use of the word "Elohim" and the plural form used in the creation of man. 
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(* Mauro Biglino is an Italian author, essayist, and translator. His work focuses on the translation of original Hebrew 
texts and the intended linguistic meaning vs. the many revisions of the Bible and church history. He has worked for 
publishing houses connected to the Vatican). 


The Hebrew word "tselem" (074), used in this passage, means "image" or "likeness." The idea of humans being 
created in the "image" or "likeness" of Elohim suggests a special connection or relationship between humans and the 
divine beings, though interpretations vary on what "image" specifically means (physical appearance, spiritual 
qualities, capacity for dominion, etc.). 


Inthe Kimberley region of Australia, the great creator spirit is the 
It is believed that the Wandjina gave people culture, law 
and songs. 
The Ungud, the "Rainbow snake" were the chosen animals to assist 
with the formation of the earth, during “Dream-Time’. 

Some of the oldest cave paintings are estimated to be up to 4,000 to 
5,000 yearsold. 


Some see this as indicative of a divine council of spiritual entities. Others interpret it as God speaking to an assembly 
of angelic beings. 


The phrase "Let us make" in Hebrew uses a verb form known as the cohortative mood. This form is often used to 
express a wish, desire, intention, or exhortation. It's like saying "Let's do this" or "We should do this." In the context 
of Genesis 1:26, it gives the sense of a deliberate and purposeful decision to create humans in a specific way. 


The Septuagint, an ancient Greek translation of the Hebrew Bible, translates "tselem" as "eikona." The distinction 
between "eikona" (image) and "omoiosin" (likeness/similarity) in Greek is important. "Efkona" has a more tangible, 
concrete connotation, referring to something physical or material that represents someone or something else — 
like a statue, painting, or other forms of representation. "Omodiosin," on the other hand, conveys a more abstract 
notion of resemblance or similarity. 


The Greek translation "eikona" captures a deeper, more concrete meaning of "tselém" — that it's not just an 
abstract idea of being in God's image but rather implies something more tangible or material. This interpretation 


posits that humans are created as a physical representation or embodiment of the divine. 


E: So you derived this from Biglino's work? 
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D: Not only Biglino of course*, but his approach to biblical translation focuses on a very literal interpretation of the 
original Hebrew language, often leading to conclusions that challenge traditional religious beliefs. His interpretations 
suggest that the Bible, rather than being a religious or spiritual document, should be read as a historical and scientific 
text. 

(*Recommended reading: "Alien Scriptures: Extraterrestrials in the Holy Bible", by Rev. Michael J. Carter", and 
“Escaping from Eden", by Paul Wallis). 


E: He suggests reading the Bible literally, rather than symbolically, or allegorically? 


D: Exactly, and | like that. One of the key aspects of Biglino's work is his contention that the Bible does not reference 
divine or supernatural events, but rather describes contact with advanced humanlike beings. He argues that 
references to God or gods in the Bible are actually to these beings, who he believes came from other solar systems, 
or ancient highly advanced civilizations on earth. 


According to Biglino, the meaning of image, 'Tsefém' (07x), should be understood not as an abstract concept of 
‘image' but rather as something more concrete — "a quid of matter that contains an image." This interpretation is 
somewhat unconventional. Traditionally, 'tselém' in religious literature and theology is understood more abstractly, 
referring to some aspect of God’s nature or qualities reflected in humans. 


Biglino highlights the difference in the translation of the Hebrew prefixes "be" (a) and "ki" (a), which are translated 
into Greek without distinguishing their different meanings. In Hebrew, "be" can mean “with, by...” and "ki" can mean 
“as, according to...” The significance here is in how these prefixes shape the interpretation of being made in God's 
image. 


In his book “The book that will forever change our ideas about the 
Bible”, Biglino explains the following quotes in depth: 
"be-tsalmé-nu" (12N7x4): "in our image" or "in our likeness" 
"ki-dmuté-nu" (4aqMnTa): "after our likeness" 


The translation of “be-tsalmé-nu” and “ki-dmuté-nu”, should according 
to Mauro Biglino convey “with the image” or “with - through - that 
material which contains the image,” rather than the traditional “in the 
image.” Similarly, “ki-dmuté-nu” (aq4nTA, ‘after our likeness’) is 
conventionally translated as “as resemblance” or “according to our Petroglyphs from Val Camonica in Italy, 
likeness.” The argument here is that the traditional translation does date from about 8,000 BC. 
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not capture the original Hebrew intent, particularly in the case of “be-tsalmé-nu,” which suggests that humans were 
created not simply “in the image” of Elohim but “with” a material aspect that contains the divine image. This 
interpretation suggests a more tangible connection or representation of the divine in humans, challenging some 
traditional theological perspectives. 


If we entertain Biglino's theories, the account in Genesis 6:1-8 could be read as a historical record of the 
interbreeding between extraterrestrial beings (Anunnaki/Elohim) and humans. This interaction could have had 
significant implications for human development, possibly even contributing to genetic variations or advancements in 
early human societies. 


The Surgery of Adam and the 


Creation of Eve 

E: What recurs in all the stories is that the man was 
created first, and then the woman from the man. 
Isn't that so? 


D: Yes, that seems to be the case. The following 
passages describes how Yahweh created Eve, the 
first woman, according to the Judeo-Christian 
tradition. Yahweh causes Adam, the first human, to 
fall into a deep sleep. This deep sleep is typically 
interpreted as a way to perform the act of creation 
(some kind of operation?) without causing Adam 
pain or discomfort (anesthesia?): 


Verbatim from Hebrew: 
“And the Elohim called Yahweh made fall a deep sleep on the Adam and he 
slept and took one of his ribs and then closed his flesh.” 


Standard translation: 

"And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the 
flesh instead thereof; And the rib, which the Lord God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto 
the man." Genesis 2:21-22 


In the Genesis creation narrative, the term "ADAM" is used prior to the introduction of individual characters like 
Adam and Eve. This context implies a broader reference to humanity (the creation of Homo Sapiens) rather than a 
specific individual. “Homo”, similar to the latin “Humus”, meaning “soil”. 


In Genesis 1:26-27, where it says, "Let us make man (ADAM) in our image," the context suggests a creation of 
humankind, not just a single person. 


E: So | guess this is similar to other ancient Near Eastern creation stories, which often describe the creation of 
humans in general rather than specific individuals? 


D: Yes, the Genesis narrative can be interpreted as aligning with this broader ancient cultural concept of humanity's 


origins. Viewing "ADAM" as a generic term reinforces the idea that the creation story is an allegory for the origins 
and nature of all humans, not just a historical account of individual ancestors. 
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E: So, this interpretation can emphasize the unity and equality of humanity, as 
all people are derived from the same "earthly" origin? 


D: Yes, that’s a good point. The argument posits that "ADAM" in the Genesis 
narrative is not a proper name but a term denoting humankind or “earthly 
beings," derived from their creation from "ADAMA," the earth. This 
interpretation aligns with linguistic evidence, the narrative and theological 
context of the Bible, and parallels with other ancient creation myths, offering 
a broader, more allegorical understanding of the Genesis account. 


Mitochondrial Eve 
E: Have you heard the term Mitochondrial Eve? 


D: No, | can’t say | have. What does it mean in the context of Eve, the first human woman? 


E: "Mitochondrial Eve" is a term used in genetics to refer to the woman who is the most recent common ancestor of 
all living humans through matrilineal descent. 


D: But | guess it doesn’t mean that all humans are descended from one single individual? 

E: No, this doesn't necessarily mean she was the only woman living at her time or the first human woman, but rather 
that her Mitochondrial DNA lineage is the only one that has survived to the present day. This lineage can be traced 
back through generations by analyzing variations in it among different populations. 


D: I’m not familiar with this concept, can you clarify a bit? 


E: Well, Mitochondrial DNA, called mtDNA is a type of DNA found in the mitochondria, which are cell organelles 
responsible for energy production. Unlike nuclear DNA, mtDNA is inherited almost exclusively from the mother. 


D: It sounded like you said “Empty DNA” (Laughs). 
E: yeah, that’s funny! Anyhow, during fertilization, the egg cell provides the mitochondria for the embryo. Sperm cells 


do carry mitochondria, but these 
are typically lost after fertilization. 


Theref tDNA id Mitochondrial Eve 
ee eee eee and Y-Chromosomal Adam: 
unique genetic lineage that traces A Defined Redux of Human Evolution 


back through female ancestors. 


D: So how far back do we need to 
go, in order to find “Eve”, our 
common ancestor? 


Scientifically, the BLACK woman is the only 
organism that possesses the mitochondrial DNA 
that has all the variations possible 
for every different kind of human 


E: From what | remember, 
geneticists estimate that 


"Mitochondrial Eve", lived being on this Earth. When the 
approximately 300,000 to 250,000 iy ues Ea OG H Ast i black weal ne aS 
oe ubir Ranjan Kundu (Author all other types of human beings come abou 
eee te aligns woe Jessica English (Managing Editor) You can research this topic and it is true. 
evidence about the time when Pete This is called the "EVE gene” 
massa and is only found in black women. 
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anatomically modern humans (Homo sapiens) first appeared. 


D: Then, the concept of "Mitochondrial Eve" supports the theory of a common origin for all modern humans, doesn’t 
it? 


E: Well, it suggests that while many different lineages of early humans existed, only the descendants of 
"Mitochondrial Eve" have survived to the present day. 


D: That’s so curious, since the quote "And Adam called his wife's name Eve because she was the mother of all 
living" found in Genesis 3:20, eerily points to the same concept. This statement occurs after the narrative of Adam 
and Eve in the Garden of Eden, where they eat the forbidden fruit and are consequently punished by God. The 
naming of Eve by Adam happens after these events, as part of the transition to their life outside of Eden. 


The forbidden fruit and Sexual consummation 
E: Some scholars suggest that the “eating of the forbidden fruit” denotes sexual consummation. Have you heard 
about that? 


D: Yes, I’m aware that the interpretation of the forbidden 


fruit asa EHS PnOr 1OF sexual ante) rather names fruit - : F M y A : O N 
consumption, is an idea explored in some studies. | know ein sa ae x 
that I’ve read an article before on that, by some professor XANSF C) RK M E | ) 
of religious studies, from Kentucky University*. Azzan Yadin-Israel 

(* Article "Forbidden Fruit: Ancient Near Eastern Sexual 

Metaphors" 


by Ronald A Venkeer). 


E: So what is the study saying? 


D: Well, the theory posits that terms like "fruit" and 
"eating," commonly found in garden contexts within these 
ancient texts, often carry sexual connotations. These metaphors are used to express ideas related to sexuality, 
relationships, and possibly fertility. 


E: How does this professor arrive at his conclusions? 


D: His study, and those of others, involves cataloging examples from Sumerian, Babylonian, and Assyrian literature 
where sexual metaphors are used in the context of gardens and fruits. This might include poetry, myths, epics, and 
other literary forms. And the research extends to Hebrew scriptures, examining the Bible and Talmud for similar uses 
of these metaphors. The goal is to determine whether the ancient Hebrews were aware of and utilized similar 
metaphorical language in their religious and literary texts. 


E: Is the story of Adam and Eve in particular focus? 
D: Yes, | would say so. A significant part of the theory involves a detailed analysis of the Garden of Eden story from 
the Hebrew Bible. The idea is that the biblical writer might have been influenced by or was familiar with the sexual 


metaphor usage prevalent in Near Eastern literature. 


E: Any particular source from the Middle East? 
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The theory draws a parallel between the Garden of Eden story and a ~abhe seduction of 


segment from the Epic of Gilgamesh known as the "Seduction of 
Enkidu." Both narratives are analyzed to understand the theme of 
the "ascent of knowledge," which appears to be a common thread. 
The comparison aims to show how knowledge, particularly sexual 
knowledge, is portrayed and understood in these ancient texts. 


E: What does "ascent of knowledge" mean in this context? 

D: As you know, in the Garden of Eden story, Adam and Eve live ina 
state of innocence until they eat the forbidden fruit from the Tree of 
Knowledge of Good and Evil. 


E: You mean like this quote (reading from the phone): "And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that 
they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons." (Genesis 3:7, KJV). 


D: Yes. This act of “eating the fruit,” which characterizes the loss of virginity, leads to their awareness of their own 
nakedness (a symbol of sexual awakening), and they are subsequently expelled from the garden, for committing this 
sinful act. 


E: What about the seduction of Enkidu? Tell me more. 


D: In the Epic of Gilgamesh, Enkidu, who is initially a wild man living with animals, becomes civilized after being 
seduced by Shamhat, a temple prostitute. His interaction with Shamhat introduces him to human ways, including 
sexuality, which marks his transition from a state of innocence to one of knowledge and understanding of human 
culture and norms. 


E: | found a quote about it (reading from the phone): 

"Shamhat unclasp[ed] her bosom, exposed her sex, and he took in her voluptuousness. She was not bashful as she 
welcomed his ardor... She treated him, a wild man, to a woman's task, as his love was drawn onto her." (The Epic of 
Gilgamesh, Tablet 1) 


D: A rather cryptic quote | must say. However, | must say, that Adam and Eve's eating 
of the forbidden fruit and Enkidu's seduction by Shamhat are pivotal moments that 
lead to a fundamental change in their respective states of being. 


E: Yeah, | guess both stories involve a transition from innocence to knowledge, 
through an act that is associated with sexuality. One that nevertheless comes with 
consequences. 


D: Yes, Adam and Eve are expelled from the Garden of Eden, symbolizing the loss of 
innocence and the start of human suffering and Enkidu's transformation distances 
him from the wild and aligns him with human society, but it also leads to his 
eventual death. 


E: So, | conclude that the “ascent of knowledge”, especially in the context of sexual awareness, is depicted as a 
transformative but also a disruptive process. 


D: Yes, it very much marks the end of a primitive state and the beginning of a more complex, but challenging, human 
experience, an experience of reproduction and the start of humans. 
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E: So, based on this interpretation, it can be inferred that Adam, the first human being, was initially sterile, and to 
remedy his inability to reproduce, the Elohim had to create a new being, which involved using Adam's DNA? 


D: Yes, and this is corroborated by translators like Mauro Biglino. In the Biblical narrative, Eve being called "the 
mother of all living" holds significant theological meaning. It indicates her role as the progenitor of the human race, 
the first fully functional Homo Sapiens. 


E: So, according to the Bible, all humans descend from Adam and Eve, making Eve the first mother? 
D: Exactly. The name "Eve" in Hebrew is according to Biglino, "Chavah" (nin), which is related to the Hebrew word for 


"life" or "to live" (n'n, Chayah), which is logical, since she was now fertile, compared to previous prototypes (as 
described in similar myths), and could now “produce offspring”. 


Eve the Mother of All Living 


GENESIS 3:20 

And Adam called his 
wife's name Eve; because 
she was t 


Mating between human females, and the Elohim 
E: So, it seems that once a significant number of humans, particularly women, existed, these creator gods became 
infatuated with them, right?" 


D: Yes, It is connected to this quote in Genesis 6:1-8: 
“The Elohims' sons saw that Adam's daughters were beautiful (good) and 
amidst all, they took for them the women they chose” 


E: So, in these verses, the "Divine heavenly rulers” are said to have found the "daughters of men" attractive and took 
them as wives? 


D: Yes. If we consider "Adam" (Ha-Adam, the earthly ones) as a term for early humans, their increase in population 
and spread across the Earth would naturally include the birth of daughters. In this narrative, most of the Elohim- 
beings who arrived on Earth for their purposes were male, with few females among them. This imbalance could have 
led to the Elohim-males being drawn to human females. 


E: | guess, the attraction between the "sons of Elohim," meaning “mighty beings from the sky”, and the "daughters 
of Adam" (human females) could be seen as a natural outcome of their coexistence on Earth? 


D: Well, | assume that the desire for companionship, stabilization of life on Earth, and natural attraction could have 
led to relationships between these groups. 
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E: But, was it only the women's beauty that attracted 
them, or were other factors also at play? 


D: Yes, it was probably also about their ability to produce 
offspring. The human females were genetically 
compatible with the Elohim, which also implies that the 
Elohim were physical beings, capable of sexual 
intercourse. 


In Hebrew, the word "tov" (ai) and its variations, 
including "tovot" (niaiv), carry a range of meanings 
beyond just "beautiful." It can, according to Mauro 
Biglino, denote goodness, suitability, or appropriateness. 


The interpretation of "tovot" as "capable" or "suitable" 
opens up a different understanding of Genesis 6:2. Rather 
than solely focusing on physical beauty, this translation 
suggests a broader assessment of the women's qualities. 


In the passage, the "sons of God" see that the daughters 


of men are "tovot." If we interpret "tovot" as "suitable" or 


"capable," it implies that these women were seen as 
appropriate or fit for establishing familial relationships, 
including sexual intercourse and reproduction. This 


1. "The Sons of God Saw the 
Daughters of Men That They 
Were" Fair is an angelic marble 
sculpture made by David 
Chester French around 1920. 


2. Greek mythology: God, Eros 
(Cupid in Latin), who fell in love 
with a mortal, Psyche (meaning 
Soul). 


3. Fallen Angel takes Human 
Woman, and mates with her 
having offspring called 
“Nephilim”. 


suggests that the "sons of God" were seeking partners who were not just physically attractive but also deemed fitting 
for the purpose of procreation and the continuation of their lineage or species. 


E: Wasn't it the case that the sexual encounters between the Elohim and the women ultimately resulted in offspring 


that Yahweh found detestable? 


D: This reading of "tovot" aligns with the broader narrative of Genesis, where the union between the "sons of God" 
and the "daughters of men" leads to the birth of the Nephilim, beings of great size and strength. The suitability of 
these women for such unions might have been a key factor in this narrative. And yes, it is true that ultimately, 
Yahweh regretted creating humanity and was dismayed that some of his "angels" had seduced the human women, a 
topic more extensively covered in the Book of Enoch. These events ultimately culminated in the destruction of all life 


through the great flood, which we previously discussed. 


The Missing Link? 


E: Might the involvement of these extraterrestrial beings in human evolution offer an explanation for the enigmatic 
"missing link" in the fossil record? Could their genetic intervention be the key event that bridged the evolutionary 
gap between Homo erectus and Homo sapiens, a leap that appears so abrupt in the archaeological record? 


D: Yes, it is conceivable that the missing link, traditionally sought as a transitional fossil connecting modern humans 
to their ancestors, is not missing but rather indicative of a period of rapid evolution influenced externally. This 
accelerated change, potentially spurred by extraterrestrial technology and genetic manipulation, may have resulted 
in a sparse fossil record, hence the enduring mystery in paleoanthropology. 
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lf The Theory of Evolution Were True The traditional view of slow, gradual evolutionary 
progression might have been disrupted by a sudden 


and millions of these surge in cognitive and physical capabilities, 
effectively skipping a developmental stage in human 
There are millions of these evolution. This significant leap could have led to the 
relatively swift emergence of Homo sapiens with 
advanced language, problem-solving, and cultural 
development abilities. 


E: What if the traditional view of a slow, gradual 
evolutionary process was disrupted by a sudden boost 
in cognitive and physical capabilities, effectively 
leapfrogging a stage in human development? Could 
this leap have been so significant that it resulted in 
the relatively rapid emergence of Homo sapiens with 
advanced abilities in language, problem-solving, and 
cultural development? 


So where are the millions of these? 
(The Between Species) 


D: Yes, the absence of intermediate forms, usually 
expected in evolutionary transitions, might be explained by this extraordinary intervention. The Elohim, or similar 
advanced beings, may have not only initiated this transformation but also monitored and guided the early human 
societies, influencing their growth and cultural evolution. 


E: Might the absence of intermediate forms, typically expected in evolutionary transitions, be explained by this 
extraordinary intervention? Is it possible that the Elohim, or similar advanced beings, not only initiated this 
transformation but also monitored and guided the development of early human societies, influencing their growth 
and cultural evolution? 


D: Well, | believe, that the stories and myths from various ancient cultures, including the Atrahasis Epic, could be 
interpretations of this significant transformation in human history. These narratives, passed down through 
generations, might represent a collective memory of a time when humanity was in close contact with extraterrestrial 
beings who played a direct role in shaping our humanity. 


In fact, we may someday uncover evidence that redefines our understanding of human evolution and our place in the 
cosmos. The answer to one of the greatest mysteries in human history might not just lie in the bones and artifacts 
buried in the earth but also in the potential encounters with advanced civilizations from the stars. 


Extended lifespans and the Tree of Life 

D: In the Bible, Seth is described as being born in Adam’s image and likeness (Genesis 5:3). This might be interpreted, 
as suggesting that Seth’s generation involved an extraordinary operation, possibly using the same advanced 
techniques purportedly used to create Adam. 


E: Might this imply that Seth, like Adam, was a result of genetic manipulation or intervention by the 
Elohim/Anunnaki, intended to perpetuate specific genetic traits or abilities? 


D: Well, the biblical account of Adam living to 930 years could be seen as evidence of genetic enhancements 


conferred by his creators, the Elohim. This longevity might be a feature of the advanced genetic makeup provided by 
these beings, ensuring robust health and extended lifespan. 
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E: So, this argument might suggest that the other 
antediluvian patriarchs, known for their 
extraordinarily long lifespans, inherited this trait of 
longevity from Adam, the first genetically 
engineered human? | mean, didn't they live 
extremely long? 


D: Yes. In the biblical narrative, especially in the 
Book of Genesis, several antediluvian patriarchs 
(those who lived before the Great Flood) are noted 
for their incredibly long lifespans, which are often 
interpreted as a sign of their divine favor or unique 
creation. 


Perhaps the most famous for his longevity, 
Methuselah is said to have lived for 969 years, 
making him the longest-lived human figure 
mentioned in the Hebrew Bible (Genesis 5:27). 


THE CULT of the 
YEW 


oo 


The ancient Yew tree is 
often associated with 
longevity and 
resurrection, and the 
Druids, with their belief in 
reincarnation, saw itasa 
symbol of everlasting 
life. This connection with 
immortality may have 
stemmed from the yew's 
remarkable ability to live 
for thousands of years and 
its unique growth pattern. 
Yew branches can grow 
down into the earth and 
form new stems, which 
then rise up around the old 
central growth, effectively 
creating a cycle of rebirth 
from the old tree. 


Jared is recorded as having lived for 962 years, which also signifies an extraordinarily long life (Genesis 5:20). 


E: What about Noah? 


D: Noah is said to have lived for 950 years (Genesis 9:29), and Noah's father, Lamech, is said to have lived for 777 
years (Genesis 5:31). Seth, who you mentioned in your previous question, is noted to have lived for 912 years 


(Genesis 5:8). 


Although Enoch's age at the time of his ascension to heaven is relatively young compared to others (365 years, as per 
Genesis 5:23), his story is unique because he is said to have been taken up into the sky, by the Elohim, rather than 


experiencing a conventional death. 


So indeed, it appears that Adam's genes, designed to prolong life, were passed on to future generations. However, 
it also seems that this extension of lifespan was something that the creators eventually came to regret, which is 
highlighted in Genesis 6:3, where Yahweh decides that humans shall not live beyond 120 years. This could be 
interpreted as a moment where the Elohim reassessed the implications of their intervention. Perhaps they realized 
that excessively long lifespans in humans could lead to unforeseen consequences or imbalances. 


This decision to shorten the human lifespan might have been an act of recalibration, aligning human lifespans more 


closely with ecological or social needs as perceived by these advanced beings. 


E: Could it be that the creation story in the Biblical Genesis, along with other myths like the Atrahasis Epic, are not 
merely tales but historical records of events involving advanced extraterrestrial beings? Might these beings, similar to 
the Anunnaki gods in the epic, have been observing and interacting with life on Earth for thousands of years? 


D: In my view, it is probable that the Elohim observed Homo erectus, noting their use of tools, social structures, and 
burgeoning intelligence. They might have perceived that the species’ development had plateaued, prompting a 
decision to intervene and catalyze a significant leap in cognitive abilities and physical features. 


E: So, if these extraterrestrial beings initiated a genetic engineering program, could they have introduced subtle 
changes to the Homo erectus genome, with a focus on enhancing brain size, neural complexity, and cognitive 


abilities? Might this intervention have accelerated the evolution of Homo erectus, leading to the rapid emergence of 
Homo sapiens — a species with significantly larger brains and advanced intellectual capabilities? 


D: Well, it certainly seems that way. The rapid development of language, culture, and advanced tools by the newly 
evolved Homo sapiens could have been a direct result of the intervention by the Elohim. Over time, the memory of 
this intervention might have become the basis for myths and legends among different human cultures. The Atrahasis 
Epic, among other ancient texts, could be a distant echo of this ancient encounter, recounting the story of gods 
creating and shaping mankind. 


As Homo sapiens continued to develop, the extraterrestrial beings might have occasionally intervened, guiding and 
observing the progress. However, as time passed, their direct influence could have diminished, with their presence 


becoming shrouded in the veil of myth and legend. 


Makes you wonder.... 
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The Biblical Giants 


E: I've heard that the Bible references giants. |s this true, and what are the estimated sizes of these giants? 


D: Throughout history, the Bible has referenced numerous individuals and groups as giants. The size of these giants 
has been a topic of much speculation, with estimates ranging from a modest 6 feet (ca 1,9 meters) to an astounding 
30 feet tall (9 meters). Unfortunately, the internet is rife with misinformation and fabricated images of these biblical 
giants. This raises the 


E: Did these giants truly exist, and if so, how large were they? 


D: To address this, one must explore various ancient records and archaeological findings that lend support to the 
biblical accounts. This exploration can culminate in an analysis of the potential size of these giants, informed by our 
current understanding of genetics and biology. 


E: Where in the Bible are giants first mentioned? 


D: One of the first mentions of giants in the Bible is in 
Genesis 14. The passage recounts Chedorlaomer and 
his allied kings attacking the Rephaim, Zuzim, Emim, 
and Horites. These groups are not identified as giants 
in Genesis 14, but other biblical texts provide this 
context. 


{ ~~ THE NEPHILIM 
 GANTS.OF THEPBIBLE 


E: How are the so called “Amorites” described in the 
Bible? 


D: The Amorites, frequently mentioned in the Bible, 

are also described as giants, particularly in the Minor Prophets. For example, in Amos 2:9-10, God speaks of the 
Amorites' towering height and great strength. This description, while figurative, is supported by other biblical 
narratives, such as the report of the spies in Moses' time, who observed that all the people in Canaan, including the 
Amorites, were of great stature (Numbers 13:32). 


E: What about the Emim and Zamzummim? 

D: The Bible describes the Emim, likely meaning “terrors,” as giants similar to the Anakim (Deuteronomy 2:10-11). 
These were the people who formerly inhabited the land given to the descendants of Lot’s son Moab. The 
Zamzummim, likely the same as the Zuzim, are depicted as giants who lived in the land of Ammon. 

E: Can you tell me more about the Rephaim? 

D: Inthe Old Testament, the Rephaim are mentioned in several books, including Genesis, Deuteronomy, Joshua, and 
Samuel. They are often associated with the Anakim and the Nephilim, other groups of giants mentioned in the 


Bible. For example, in Deuteronomy 2:11, the Anakim are said to be considered part of the Rephaim. 


48 


Mediterranean 
Sea 


References are often made to the "Valley of the Rephaim" (Emek Rephaim), 
(3) which is thought to be a region southwest of Jerusalem. This geographical 

. mention indicates that the Rephaim were not only a mythical race but also 
could have been an actual historical people living in or around Canaan. 


sad ~| The word "Rephaim" has been interpreted in various ways. It might derive 

y 4 from a root that means "to heal" or "to be healed" in Hebrew, which is 
curious given their context. Some scholars suggest it might have 
connotations of "healers" or "those who are healed/restored." In some translations, the word is also rendered as 
"shades" or "spirits," particularly in prophetic books where it refers to inhabitants of the underworld. 


Archaeological and historical studies of the ancient Near East suggest that the Rephaim might have been a distinct 
group or tribe in the region. Their portrayal as giants could be symbolic, emphasizing their strength, stature, or 
societal importance. There are also theories that link the Rephaim with other ancient peoples known to have lived in 
the Near East. 


In the broader ancient Near Eastern context, beings similar to the Rephaim appear in various mythologies. They are 
often depicted as mighty warriors or heroes, sometimes with divine or semi-divine status. This reflects a common 
mythological theme across different cultures, where exceptional size and strength are attributes of legendary heroes 
and figures. 


E: Who was Og, King of Bashan? 


D: Og of Bashan is described as a formidable king and a giant. 
The Rephaim, to which Og belonged, were often associated with 
great size and strength in the biblical narrative, similar to the 
Anakim and the Nephilim. Og's stature as a giant is a key aspect 
of his characterization in the text. 


E: What's the significance of Og's bed mentioned in the Bible? 


D: Og's bed is a striking detail about his size. Described in Deuteronomy 3:11, the iron bed measured nine cubits in 
length and four cubits in width. Given that a cubit is about 21 inches, this makes the bed roughly 15 feet long (4.57 
meters) and 7 feet wide (2.13 meters), emphasizing Og's gigantic size. 


The Nephilim and the Anakim 


E: What does the term "Nephilim" mean, and how are these giants referred 
to in Hebrew? 


D: Like we already discussed, the Bible's first mention of giants occurs just 
before the narrative of the Great Flood. 

In those times, giants, known as Nephilim, roamed the earth. This is 
described in Genesis 6:4, which states: 


"There were giants [nephilim] on the earth in those days, and also afterward, 
when the sons of God came in to the daughters of men and they bore children 
to them. Those were the mighty men who were of old, men of renown." 
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The term "giants" here is translated from the Hebrew word "nephilim." The origin of this word is debated; it may 
derive from the Hebrew verb 'naphal' (to fall) or the Aramaic noun 'naphil,' taken to mean “the fallen ones”. In 
Hebrew, these individuals are also referred to as 'gibborim' or "mighty men." 


E: Are there other biblical mentions of the Nephilim? 


D: The Nephilim are mentioned again during the reconnaissance of Canaan. The scouts, upon their return, reported 
seeing descendants of Anak, such as Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai, in Hebron. They described the inhabitants of 
Canaan as strong and their cities as well-fortified and large, noting the presence of Anak's descendants (Numbers 
13:28). Their report, which portrayed the land as unconquerable, emphasized the size of its inhabitants, including the 
Nephilim, comparing themselves to grasshoppers (Locusts) in comparison (Numbers 13:32—33, NASB). 


E: Who were the Anakim? 


D: Regarding the Anakim, they are frequently mentioned in these accounts. Known as one of the most prominent 
giant tribes in Canaan during the Exodus, they were considered part of the Nephilim. If the term 'nephilim' broadly 
denotes giants, then the Anakim, along with the Amorites and other giant tribes, would be included under this 
category. The Anakim's lineage traces back to Anak, who was the son of Arba, a figure of significant renown in his 
time. Hebron, an important biblical location, was also known as Kiriath Arba, named after this notable Anakim figure. 


E: Does the term Anakim have any etymological meaning? 


D: Yes, the term "Anaqiy" or "Anakim" translates to "long-necked" or 
"giants". 


The Anakim are, like we touched upon, primarily encountered in narratives 
relating to the Israelite conquest of Canaan. They are portrayed as 
formidable adversaries who occupied significant portions of the land before 
the Israelite incursion. The presence of these giants in the land of Canaan 
was one of the reasons for the initial reluctance of the Israelites to conquer 
the land, as narrated in the books of Numbers and Deuteronomy. 


Joshua's military campaigns against the Anakim and the Amorites led to the 
removal of the Anakim from various regions, including Hebron and the 
mountains of Judah and Israel, leaving them only in Gaza, Gath, and Ashdod 
(Joshua 11:21-22). This historical context sets the stage for the well-known 
story of Goliath in 1 Samuel. 


David and Goliath 


E: Who was Goliath, the famous Philistine giant from Gath? 

D: Goliath is depicted as an imposing figure, measuring six cubits and a span in height and wearing heavy bronze 
armor, including a helmet, coat of mail, leg armor, and carrying a large spear (1 Samuel 17:4—7). Notably, Gath was 
one of the remaining strongholds of the Anakim, suggesting a possible lineage connection between Goliath and the 


Anakim. 


E: Do scholars agree on Goliath's size? 
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D: No, not really. Goliath's height is a subject of textual debate. While most translations, following the Masoretic text, 
suggest a height of approximately 9'9", other sources, including the Septuagint and the Dead Sea Scrolls, indicate a 
height closer to 6'9". Despite this discrepancy, Goliath's description, especially his heavy armaments, implies a man 
of extraordinary stature and strength. For instance, his coat of mail alone weighed around 125 pounds, and the head 
of his spear was about 15 pounds. The narrative in 2 Samuel 21:15-22 further supports the interpretation of Goliath 
as a giant, or 'raphah,' from Gath. 


E: And was David really the scrawny peasant boy that many perceive him to be? 


D: No, not at all! Contrary to popular belief, David, who faced Goliath, 
was not a mere youth at the time of the battle. The Bible 
acknowledges David as "a mighty man of valor, [and] a man of war" 
(1 Samuel 16:18) before his encounter with Goliath. This 
recontextualizes the famous duel, presenting David not as an 
underdog youth, but as a formidable warrior in his own right. 


E: Did Goliath have any relatives of similar size? 


D: Yes, several Philistine giants, kin to Goliath from Gath, are 
mentioned. The narrative in 2 Samuel 21:15-22 offers a detailed 
depiction of these giants, complemented by additional insights from 
1 Chronicles 20:4-8. 


E: Are there more descriptions of David's adventures? 


D: Well, there was an incident where David was threatened, and 
almost killed. During a conflict with the Philistines, David and his men 
engaged in battle, where David became exhausted. At this point, Ishbi-Benob, a descendant of the giants and armed 
with a heavy bronze spear, attempted to kill David. Fortunately, Abishai, son of Zeruiah, intervened, saving David by 
slaying Ishbi-Benob. After this, David's men implored him not to join them in battle anymore, to preserve his life for 
Israel. 


E: Any other battles of this sort? 


D: Well, there was a notable battle that occurred in Gath, 
where a remarkably large man with six fingers on each 
hand and six toes on each foot, also a descendant of the 
giants, confronted Israel. He was defeated by Jonathan, 
the son of Shimea, David’s brother. 


These incidents, documented in 2 Samuel 21:15—22, 


ee ian . h h ‘ 
highlight the defeat of four giants born in Gath, eac Boidecy. having SESESREISINEES is 0 trait that has 


overcome by David and his servants. It's plausible that been observed and documented throughout history and in 
these giants were related to the Anakim remnants in various cultures, and it has appeared in both historical records 


Gath, Gaza, and Ashdod, as mentioned in Joshua 11:22. end inadem medieal iersture. 


E: The Bible also recounts the story of Benaiah, son of Jehoiada, who vanquished a tall Egyptian: 
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"And he killed an Egyptian, a man of great height, five cubits tall. In the Egyptian’s hand there was a spear like a 
weaver’s beam; and he went down to him with a staff, wrested the spear out of the Egyptian’s hand, and killed him 


with his own spear" (1 Chronicles 11:23). 


D: The quote that you just read, is interesting in this context, however I’m not sure though that he would pass for a 
giant. Although the Egyptian is described as exceptionally tall, standing around 7’ 6”, he is not explicitly labeled a 
giant in the Bible. This omission may suggest that the identified giants were even taller than this impressive Egyptian. 
The Egyptian's height is notably emphasized, but he is not associated with any known giant tribes like the Anakim or 
Emim. The biblical authors’ decision to not use a general term for "giant," such as 'rapha,' in this context remains 


intriguing. 


E: And after these events, the idea of Giants is phased out? 


D: Well, the way | see it, these accounts in 2 Samuel and 1 Chronicles mark the gradual disappearance of giants from 
biblical narratives, with a retrospective mention of the Amorites as giants in Amos 2:9 concluding their presence in 


the scripture. 


Giant skeletons 

E: Numerous reports have surfaced over the past two 
centuries about the discovery of giant skeletons, 
particularly during the 19th century. Are these findings 
reliable? 


D: No. | would say that most of these claims lack 
substantial evidence. While some theories suggest 
that such evidence was either overlooked, destroyed, 
or concealed by institutions like the Smithsonian, it is 
more probable that most of these reports were 
fabrications for various reasons. 


E: So no substantial proof of these giant skeletons has 
emerged to date? 


D: Websites often show images of individuals alongside 
or holding a giant human femur, claiming these to be 
sculptures or replicas of bones found in Turkey or 
Greece. Yet, these claims lack solid evidence to back 
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during road construction 
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E: OK, so to date, there has been no discovery of fossil 
evidence for giant humans, but what about other 
species? 


D: It’s funny that you mention that. Interestingly, numerous giant versions of other species have existed or still exist. 
In fact | can give you some examples these: 


Bird-eating spiders with up to 12-inch leg spans 


Atlas moths with 11-inch wing spans 
Centipedes up to 13 inches long 
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African giant snails reaching 15% inches 
Beelzebufo frogs, up to 16 inches high 
Meganeura dragonflies, with over 2%4-foot wing 
spans 

Josephoartigasia rats, estimated at 750 pounds 
Trogontherium beavers, about 7% feet long 
Sea scorpions like Jaekelopterus, over 8 feet 
long 

Giant spider crabs with over 12-foot claw spans 
Glyptodon armadillos, up to 13 feet long 
Archelon turtles, up to 16 feet long 

Xiphactinus fish, 19 feet long 

Megatherium sloths, around 20 feet tall 

Giant earthworms, up to 22 feet long 
Hydrodamalis sea cows, over 25 feet long 
Sarcosuchus crocodiles, up to 40 feet long 
Titanoboa snakes, over 42 feet long 


Supergiant amphipods, significantly larger than known species 
Mesonychoteuthis squids, over 50 feet long 

Rhincodon sharks, up to 65 feet long 

Octopuses with tentacles reaching 100 feet 


E: Ok. So the discovery of these enormous creatures might 
suggest a theoretical possibility of giant humans, as 
mentioned in the Bible? 


D: Not quite. Many modern scholars are skeptical about the 
existence of giant warriors taller than 7% feet, often 
dismissing or downplaying biblical accounts. However, the 
biblical narrative is considered reliable by believers, 
supported by its divine origin. Additionally, other ancient 
sources corroborate the existence of giants, with the 
Anakim mentioned as residing in Canaan. 


However, some legitimate texts connects the Anakim with the land of Canaan and even mentions Jerusalem. Ancient 
Egyptians referred to Canaan's inhabitants as "Shasu." A later Egyptian document, "The Craft of the Scribe" (circa 
1250 BC), used for scribe training, describes a battle in a Canaanite mountain pass, noting the presence of Shasu, 
some measuring 4 to 5 Egyptian cubits from nose to foot, translating to heights between approximately 610” and 
8’7”. These descriptions suggest that the biblical account of Goliath's size, traditionally thought to be outlandish, 
might actually align with historical records. 


E: What about giants in other cultures? 


D: Legends of giants are a common thread in the folklore and mythology of many cultures across the globe. 

Greek and Roman mythologies are replete with tales of enormous beings like the Titans and the Cyclops. Similar 
narratives are found in Norse mythology, which speaks of the Frost giants of Jotunheim. These tales are not confined 
to European cultures or ancient times; they extend to African and Asian folklore, as well as to Native American 
legends. 
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"Buffalo" Bill Cody, in his autobiography, recounts a legend shared by the Sioux tribe: 

"The tribe's wise men believed that giants, thrice the size of modern men, were the original inhabitants of the earth. 
These giants were so mighty that they could outrun buffaloes, seize them under one arm, and consume their flesh 
on the move. Their immense pride led them to deny the existence of a Creator. They boasted of their power over the 
elements, mocking lightning and thunder. This hubris angered the Great Spirit, who then sent a deluge. The giants 
fled to higher ground, but as the waters rose, they drowned." 


E: could these stories be distorted versions of actual history, echoing true events like those in the Bible or the 
dispersion at Babel? 


D: Well, while many of these stories likely exaggerate the size and strength of the giants, it is worth considering 
whether there is a kernel of truth in these legends. Notably, many giant tales include a divine flood sent to punish 
their wickedness. 


Gigantism 

E: Regarding the existence of ancient giants, could they all be 
explained by gigantism? | mean, could it have been some kind of 
mutation or genetic defect that made these people so tall? 


D: Well, while gigantism, a condition caused by excessive growth 
hormone production, might explain some cases, it does not fully 
account for the biblical descriptions. Giants like Goliath and the 
Nephilim were often depicted as formidable warriors or "mighty 
men," contrasting with the awkwardness and physical frailties 
typically associated with modern gigantism. While there have been 
exceptions of individuals with gigantism who were strong and able- 
bodied, this condition is not hereditary. Yet, the Bible frequently 
describes giants as descendants of other giants (e.g., Deuteronomy 
9:2; 1 Chronicles 20:6), suggesting that these biblical giants were 
not simply individuals with a medical condition like modern 
gigantism. 


The Ethiopian Book of Enoch 


E: How are the Elohim, the "Sons of Heaven" described in texts 
outside the biblical canon? 


D: According to the narrative of 1 Enoch, a group of celestial 
beings, known as the "sons of heaven," specifically referred to as 
"Watchers", gazed upon the Earth and found the daughters of men to be captivatingly desirable. Driven by their 
attraction, two hundred of these beings, under the leadership of Semjase, made a fateful decision to descend to 
Earth and take these women as their partners (symbolically portrayed in the story of Eve and the Serpent in Genesis). 


However, Semjase was acutely aware that their actions would provoke the wrath of the higher celestial authorities, 
often referred to as the "Lords of the Empire." Fearing the consequences and potential punishment that might befall 
him as the instigator, Semjase expressed his concerns to his fellow celestial beings. 


E: How does this compare to the biblical account in Genesis? 
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D: In Genesis 6:1-4, the "sons of God," B'nai Elohim, are mentioned in a similar context, where they mate with the 
"daughters of men," leading to the birth of the Nephilim. 
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E: So, the Elohim were the same beings as the Watchers? 


D: Yes. The similarity of these accounts has led many scholars to draw connections between the "sons of 
Heaven/Watchers" in 1 Enoch and the "sons of God" in Genesis. Both groups are described as heavenly or divine 
beings that interact with humans in a way that leads to negative consequences and divine displeasure. 


E: Does this mean that the tales in the Enochian scriptures, are like a kind of “add-on” to the Genesis narrative? 


D: Kind of. The story in 1 Enoch is often seen as an expansion or interpretation of the brief account in Genesis, 
providing more detail and context to the narrative. 


E: What significant action did these beings take? 


D: Well, in a show of solidarity and to mitigate individual blame, these beings gathered on Mount Hermon, a 
significant mountain in ancient lore, located south-southeast of the Anti-Lebanon range. There, they pledged an 
oath, binding themselves to their collective decision, promising to see their plan through without hesitation or 
regret. This pact ensured that all would share the responsibility for their actions. 


E: So, what impact did their descent to Earth have? 
D: Upon descending to Earth, these celestial beings not only formed intimate relationships with human women but 
also imparted to them various advanced skills and knowledge. They taught the earthly women the art of 


agriculture, the harvesting of plants, and their use in healing — essentially revealing to them what the text describes 
as the “secrets of the beginning of time.” 
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E: And this corresponds to the stories of the Nephilim in Genesis? 


D: Yes. From these unions between the "sons of heaven" and human women, giants were born, the Nephilim. 
These giants, towering and imposing, consumed the produce of the land, likely causing imbalance and strife among 
human societies. 


The "Watchers" gaa 

. There, thay pledged a : 
binding tha iselvemmo their collective 
Gteisionice bart 


their Blan.thren h 
regret. — \ 


i 
WWW. JHEGALRCTIC 
aah AURORA RAY 


TUE fRoleartir Cencpeatrinn 


A special update on 
their latest strategies 


E: And how did Lord Yahweh respond to these events? 


D: As word of these events reached Yahweh, a decision was made to cleanse the Earth of this corruption and 
imbalance. Yahweh chose to bring about a great flood, a cataclysmic event to wipe the slate clean. However, in a bid 
to preserve life and ensure the continuity of humankind, a warning was sent to the “son of Lamech,” which was 
Noah. He was instructed to seek refuge and prepare for the impending deluge, thus setting the stage for the well- 
known biblical story of Noah's Ark. 


E: Isn't there also an Ethiopian version of the Book of Enoch? 

D: Yes there is. The Ethiopian Book of Enoch, also known as 1 Enoch, is an ancient Jewish religious work that is part 
of the pseudepigrapha, a collection of texts attributed to biblical figures but not included in the canonical scriptures 
of any major Jewish or Christian denomination. It is a compilation of various writings that date from around the 3rd 
century BCE to the 1st century CE. 

E: Was it Noah himself who wrote it, or how did it come into being? 

D: The book is traditionally attributed to Enoch, the great-grandfather of Noah, who is mentioned in the Bible. 
However, this attribution is considered pseudepigraphical, meaning it was likely not written by Enoch himself but by 
one or more unknown authors using his name as a pseudonym. This was a common practice in Jewish literature 


during the Second Temple period. 


E: In which part of the world was it composed? 
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D: The text was likely composed in the region of Palestine and the broader area of the Near East. It reflects the 
cultural and religious context of Judaism during the Second Temple period, a time of significant religious 
development and diversity within the Jewish community. 


E: Why is it called the "Ethiopian" Book of Enoch? 


D: The reason it is known as the "Ethiopian" Book of Enoch is because it has been preserved in its entirety only in 
the Ethiopian Orthodox Church. It was one of the texts translated into Ge'ez (an ancient Ethiopian language) and 
became an integral part of the Ethiopian Orthodox biblical canon. The book was largely unknown to the Western 
world until James Bruce brought three copies from Ethiopia to Europe in the late 18th century. 


E: What is the original language of this book? 


D: The original language of the Ethiopian Book of Enoch is believed to have been Aramaic, the lingua franca of the 
Jewish people during much of the Second Temple period. Fragments of the text found among the Dead Sea Scrolls, 
written in Aramaic, support this belief. 


E: What is the significance of this book in religious studies? 


D: The Ethiopian Book of Enoch is a significant work in the study of early Jewish mysticism and has influenced a 
variety of religious traditions. Its themes, including angelology, cosmology, and eschatology, have been important in 
shaping the development of early Jewish and Christian thought. 


Yahweh - the Supreme ruler of the Watchers 
E: Did the Watchers see Yahweh as their commander-in-chief? 


D: Yes. The Watchers are depicted as initially recognizing Yahweh as their highest authority. In 1 Enoch, Yahweh is 
considered the supreme deity, the creator and ruler of the universe, and the authority over all, including angels and 
humans. 


E: But they somehow pissed Yahweh off when 
they broke some of the universal laws? 
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D: You could say that. The narrative in 1 Enoch Psalm 82: Yahweh presides in the eg te 
describes the Watchers as a group of angels who He renders judgment among the “gods”. Fi. 


were originally part of the heavenly order under 
Yahweh, like some kind of cosmic government. 
Their fall from grace occurs when they choose to 
leave their heavenly dwelling (another solar 
system, or another dimension) and descend to 
Earth. This act is in itself a form of rebellion 
against the divine order (the universal laws) 
established by Yahweh. The Watchers not only 
leave their proper place (their home planet) but 
also commit further transgressions by taking 
human wives and teaching forbidden knowledge to humanity. 
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E: So, while the Watchers initially acknowledged Yahweh as their highest authority, their actions represent a clear 
departure from his commandments and the established heavenly hierarchy? 


D: Yes, their actions are portrayed as a direct violation of Yahweh's will and commandments. This is evident from the 
harsh judgment and punishment that is meted out to them, as ordered by Yahweh, for their disobedience and 
rebellion. The text shows that other angels, who remain loyal to Yahweh, carry out these judgments, further 
emphasizing the Watchers' deviation from the divine order. 


E: Does this suggest a dichotomy in the heavenly realm between obedient (good) angels and disobedient (bad) 
angels in the Elohim pantheon? 


D: Well, this is a rather common theme in various religious and mythological traditions, where celestial beings have 
the free will to obey or defy divine commandments. In the Book of 1 Enoch, while some angels fall and become 
corrupt, others, like Raphael and Gabriel, remain faithful and execute divine judgment. 


Punishment of the Watchers Rapha-EL binds Azaz-EL, one of the leaders of the Watchers, 


E: What punishment did the Watchers face for their ant ober Dao eKness 


actions, apart from the flood? { , “a fearful one,” the REPHAIM, or sons of Raphah, a 
race of "Gi 


" 


D: According to the narrative in 1 Enoch, the 
transgressions of the Watchers brought about severe 
consequences, both for themselves and for humanity. 
Their actions were seen as a direct violation of the divine 
order, leading to a series of divine judgments. 


The primary punishment for the Watchers was their 
imprisonment. Yahweh commands the archangel 
Raphael to bind Azazel, one of the leaders of the 
Watchers, and cast him into darkness. The text describes 
a place of jagged rocks where Azazel is to be imprisoned 
until the day of judgment. 


Also, the archangel Gabriel was instructed to incite the giants (Nephilim), against each other, \eading to their 
mutual destruction in a cataclysmic conflict. 


The Watchers are also subjected to a judgment that extends beyond their earthly punishment. The text of 1 Enoch 
describes a future judgment where these fallen angels will be cast into a fiery abyss, facing eternal damnation as 
retribution for their sins against Yahweh's order. 

E: Are there other versions of the Book of Enoch besides the Ethiopian version? 

D: Yes, there are additional versions of the Book of Enoch besides the Ethiopian version, also known as 1 Enoch. 
Enochic literature is a collection of works traditionally attributed to Enoch, the great-grandfather of Noah. There is, 
for example a Slavonic version, and a Hebrew rendition. 


E: What is the Slavonic Book of Enoch? 


D: The Slavonic Book of Enoch, also known as 2 Enoch or the "Secrets of Enoch," was preserved in Slavonic. It likely 
originated in the 1st century CE, though some scholars suggest a later date. It was discovered in the 19th century 
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within Eastern Orthodox circles. This version focuses more on cosmology, Enoch's journeys to heaven, and detailed 
descriptions of both the physical and celestial realms, differing significantly in content and character from 1 Enoch. 


E: Can you tell me about the Hebrew Book of Enoch? 


D: The Hebrew Book of Enoch, known as 3 Enoch, was written in Hebrew and dates back to the 5th or 6th century 
CE. It's also referred to as the "Book of the Palaces" or the "Book of Rabbi Ishmael the High Priest." \n this text, 
Rabbi Ishmael receives information from Enoch, who has transformed into the angel Metatron. 3 Enoch is 
characterized by its mystical and esoteric nature and is often associated with Merkabah or Jewish mysticism. 


E: How do these different versions of the Book of Enoch contribute to our understanding of religious texts? 


D: Each version of the Book of Enoch offers distinct perspectives and themes, reflecting the varied religious and 
cultural contexts in which they were composed. While the Ethiopian Book of Enoch (1 Enoch) is the most historically 
significant due to its age and completeness, the Slavonic and Hebrew versions provide valuable insights into Jewish 
thought and apocalyptic literature of their respective periods. 


J. 3 


Coming 


for to carry me home... 
Raia AacriOr fier 


ACTIVAT 


H 
YOUR MERKABA 


Phis is Enochin 
his current form! 


.. AND WHY 
YOU NEED TO! “ret 
within the i ay 
context of the Hebrew 1 ; : 
Book of Enoch, refers to . s N 
eet 1:4-26). K y » 
Enoch describes the t/ : > 
ascension of into 


heaven, where heis 


transformed into the angel JA dt @ h an g Ally [oI € t a t Ss at 


Le 


Mer = light, 
Ka = soul 
Ba = body 


rot view 


Q-B-L 
730 
“Receive” 


Sy 


Marth 


59 tetrahedron 


Male onentation Female onentation 


ay 
SLEEPING BeAuTY ime 
\ @ 


ae 


eT eewiety's 
Machine: “he i) 


ee 
freq ie ney Active 
_ Research 


lex. 


atte oo 


oP 


“| will create as | speak” 
(ABRACADABRA) 
Numbers 12:13 


Merkaba. is the Divine LIGHT Vehicle 
% wi A ve 
According to the Bible, a . MG 
(lahat 
chereb) or literally "flame 
of the whirling sword" 
was entrusted to the 
by God to 
guard the gates of 
Paradise after Adam and 
Eve were banished 
(Genesis 3:24). 


The Djed Pillar 


~ The Djed pillar is ancient Kemetic 
symbol that means “stability “ 
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~ The Djed pillar is connected to Ausar(Osiris), 
which also represents his spine 


- The Djed pillar is also a representation of the human 
spine, where the Sefech Ba Ra(plural for chakras) are 
located 
- Each Kara(singular for chakra) is activated 
when the Sekhem (life force energy) flows up 
the spine 
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- Arat is also a representation of the Wadjet, The 
third eye —— 
Meaning as the energy ascends up we become more 
in tuned with our intuition, our consciousness, and 
most importantly our Divinity. 
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In 2015, historians Damien Kempf and Maria L. Gilbert 
discovered a drawing of a short figure that was wearing 
a long robe, had green-greyish skin and large ears ina 
religious 14 Century manuscript known as the 
Smithfield Decretals. 
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Dionysus, the 
god of wine, 
fertility, and 
festivity, is also 
associated with _ 
the Donkey. Priapus es 
with his | 
donkey . ; 


To the left: Graffiti from around 200 AD 
scratched in plaster on the wall of a room 
near the Palatine Hill in Rome. 


The "Alexamenos graffiti" is the earliest 
historical depiction of Jesus via graffiti 
depicting him as a mule (50-250 BC). 

The Latin translates as: ‘Alexamenos Some Gnostic texts, which are part of 
celebrating his god’. alternative early Christian traditions, contain 
references to donkeys. 


However, early Christians were accused by 
some Roman authors of worshipping a 
donkey-headed deity, reflecting a 
misunderstanding or misrepresentation of 
Christian practices. This claim was likely 
used as a form of slander rather than being 
based on any genuine ritual or belief within 
Christian or Gnostic communities. 


People think of yahoos as folks who were raised in a 
barn — maybe literally. A yahoo can also be called a 
bumpkin, hayseed, hick, rube, yokel, donkey, or 
hillbilly. 


AHOO! 
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In the New Testament 

» (Mark 11:1—11) it is told 

’ that as Jesus approached 
the Mount of Olives, he 
"= sent two of his disciples to 
a nearby village to fetch 
him a donkey, or exactly 
an Onager or wild donkey. 
Upon their return, Jesus 


4 4 £0 : ¥ Bis ay ag rode the donkey into 
In Jewish Oral Tradition (Talmud Bavli), the son of David was Jerusalem, where he was 
prophesied as riding on a donkey jf the tribes of Israel are met by cheering crowds. 
undeserving of redemption. 
fi The Legend of the According to the legend of the 
{Bye "Donkey's Cross", this 


distinctive marking, which 
resembles a cross (running 
down the spine and across 
the shoulders), was bestowed 
upon the donkey as a reward 
or mark of favor for its service 
to Jesus Christ during his life 
on Earth. 


It is said that the 
, young donkey 
who carried 
Jesus through the 
cheering crowds 
into Jerusalem on Palm 
Sunday also followed him 
on his journey to Calvary. 


When the Lord was 
crucified, the little 
donkey was so grief 
stricken thathe had &% 
to turn his back but 
the loyal donkey 
could not leave. 


The shadow of the 

cross fell ocross his 
back and shoulders 
and there it has always § 
remained, 


fo kill Shumbha and Nishumbha, Goddess Parvati removed her outer 
skin and hence came to be known as Goddess Kalaratri. She is the 
most fearsome avatar of Goddess Parvati. She rides on a donkey and 
63 governs the planet Saturn (Shani), She ts also known as Goddess 
Shubhankari. 


Henotheism among the early Israelites 
E: What is Henotheism? 


D: Henotheism is a religious belief system in which one deity is venerated as supreme while acknowledging the 
existence or possible existence of other deities. This term, coined by the scholar Max Miller, is useful in 
understanding certain stages in the development of religious beliefs, including those of the early Israelites. 


E: What did Henotheistic practices imply for the ancient Hebrews? 


D: Well, in the context of early Israelite religion, henotheism means that while Yahweh (the God of Israel) was 
worshipped as the chief and dominant deity, the existence of other gods was not necessarily denied. This stands in 
contrast to monotheism, where there is belief in the existence of only one God and the denial of other deities. 


Henotheism allows for the acknowledgment or acceptance of other 
gods, which might be worshipped by neighboring peoples. However, 
these gods were regarded as less powerful or significant than the 
primary deity worshipped by the group. 


E: Can traces of Henotheism be found in the Bible? 


D: Yes. There are hints of henotheistic belief in some of the earlier eee ; 

texts of the Hebrew Bible. For example, the Ten Commandments in noche: coi 
Exodus 20 begin with "You shall have no other gods before me," before Me." 2 ate 
which can be interpreted as a henotheistic statement, 
acknowledging the existence of other gods but forbidding their 
worship in favor of Yahweh. 


Exodus 20:3 


we 


E: And what about archeological support for this theory? 


D: There are plenty of archaeological discoveries, including inscriptions and artifacts, suggesting that early Israelites, 
like their Canaanite neighbors, incorporated the worship of multiple deities into their religious practices before 
gradually moving towards exclusive Yahweh worship. 


Numerous small figurines, often depicting bulls, have been found throughout ancient Israelite sites. Bulls were 
important in Canaanite religion and their presence in Israelite areas suggests some level of religious syncretism. 


The Megiddo Ivories, artifacts, found at the site of Megiddo, date to around the 13th century BCE. They include 
representations of Canaanite gods and goddesses, hinting at the integration of Canaanite religious symbols into 


Israelite culture. 


E: Any other examples? 
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D: Yes. Biblical texts and archaeological evidence point to the existence of major cultic centers at Bethel and Dan, 
where golden calves were erected by King Jeroboam. These sites likely functioned as religious centers where deities 
other than Yahweh were worshipped. 


These discoveries paint a picture of a complex religious landscape in ancient Israel, where the worship of Yahweh 
coexisted with, and was influenced by, the polytheistic traditions of the Canaanites and other neighboring cultures. 
Over time, as reflected in the Hebrew Bible, there was a gradual shift towards the exclusive worship of Yahweh, with 
other forms of worship being progressively marginalized and condemned. 


Hence, the Israelites, like their Canaanite neighbors, worshipped a pantheon of gods and goddesses. These deities 
were part of the broader religious culture of the ancient Near East. 


E: Can you name some of the Gods that were worshipped? 
D: Well, Baal was one of the most widely worshipped gods in the Canaanite pantheon. He was considered powerful 
in controlling rain, thunder, lightning, and fertility. His narratives often involve struggles against other deities or 


forces. 


Also, Anat was a goddess of war and hunting, often depicted as a fierce and young warrior goddess. She was also 
associated with sexuality and fertility and was sometimes considered Baal's sister or consort. 


Astarte, known as Ashtoreth in Hebrew, was a goddess of fertility, sexuality, and war, similar to Anat. She was often 
associated with the planet Venus and was worshipped throughout the ancient Near East. 


Dagon was a deity associated with grain and agriculture. He was worshipped in various cultures in the region, 
including the Philistines, with whom the Israelites frequently interacted and conflicted. 


Asherah Ashtoreth Chemosh EL Hadad 
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Chemosh was the national deity of the Moabites, neighbors of the Israelites. While not primarily worshipped by the 
Israelites, there were periods, according to the Bible, where they did worship Chemosh, particularly during times of 
apostasy. 


Molech (or Moloch), was a god associated with child sacrifice in some ancient texts, although the interpretation and 
understanding of Molech's worship are subjects of scholarly debate. 


E: So, from this pantheon of Gods, Yahweh eventually came out on top, as the most popular God? 


D: Yes, Yahweh popped up as a contender for the throne. He appears to have originated as a distinct deity, possibly 
from the southern region of Edom or Midian. As Yahweh-worship spread among the Israelites, Yahweh became 

increasingly identified with El. This process 
involved the merging of characteristics and Face of Yahweh? 


attributes of El into Yahweh. 

Initially, this merging likely took the form of 
syncretism (combining different forms of 
belief or worship) and monolatry (the worship 


of one god without denying the existence of Prof. Yosef Garfinkel, associated with the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, has 


other gods). Over time, Yahweh absorbed the presented a provocative theory regarding ancient figurines he believes may 


roles and titles of El, becoming the central represent 
fi f . et ag This theory is based on arafacts discovered at the sites of Khirbet Qeiyafa and Tel 
gure of Israelite religion*. Motze, datingto the 


(* "The Early History of God: Yahweh and the Garfinkel suggests that the iconography of these figurines, particularly their 
Other Deities in Ancient Israel" by Mark S. association with horses, aligns with biblical descriptions or 
; : . . which is not a motif found in depictions of Canaanite gods like Baal. 
Smith - This book is a comprehensive study of 
the origins and early development of Yahweh. Psalm 68:4 - This psalm praises Yahweh, mentioning Him as riding through the 
é : . A deserts. 
Smith delves into the relationship between 
Yahweh and other ancient Near Eastern gods, Habakkuk 3:8 - In this prophetic vision, Yahweh is depicted as riding horses and 


exploring the polytheistic background of early ene: 


Israelite religion). 


The Physical Appearance of Angels 
E: What is the origin of the English word "angel"? 


D: The English word "angel" is derived from the Greek word "dngelos", which means "messenger, herald, 
correspondent." This term was used in the Septuagint, the Greek translation of the Hebrew Bible, to translate the 
Hebrew word "mal'‘akh", which also means "messenger." 


E: How are angels typically depicted in the biblical context? 

D: In the biblical context, angels are typically depicted as intelligent beings who are superior to humans but 
subordinate to Yahweh. They act as Yahweh's messengers or agents, carrying out tasks or delivering messages. 
Angels are often described as spiritual beings, and their appearance can vary; sometimes they are described as 
resembling humans, and at other times they are depicted with wings or in forms that are beyond human 


understanding. 


Question: Are angels always depicted with wings in the Bible? 
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D: No not necessarily, however in the Book of Isaiah, the 
seraphim are described as attending Yahweh with six wings each: 
"With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered 
their feet, and with two they were flying" (Isaiah 6:2). This is one 
of the most direct descriptions of winged angels in the Bible. 


Many appearances of angels in the Bible, especially when they act 
as messengers to humans, do not explicitly describe them as 
having wings. In these instances, angels often appear in human 
form and are sometimes initially mistaken for men by those they 
visit. This is seen in stories like the visitation to Abraham (Genesis 
18) and the announcement to Mary by the angel Gabriel in the 
New Testament (Luke 1:26-38). 


Like we have previously touched upon, angels are sometimes 
referred to as "sons of Elohim," as in the Book of Job (Job 1:6), 
which reflects their close association with the creator beings. The 
term "inhabitants of the sky" highlights their dwelling in the 
celestial realms, beyond earth. 


E: What role do angels play in the Genesis account of the Garden 
of Eden? 


D: In the Genesis account of the Garden of Eden, angels first 
appear as guardians. After Adam and Eve are expelled from Eden 
for their disobedience, God places Cherubim, a specific class of angelic beings, and a flaming sword at the garden's 
entrance to guard the way to the Tree of Life (Genesis 3:24). 


E: Can you give more examples of angels' roles in the Hebrew Bible? 


D: Sure. An angel provides guidance to Hagar in the wilderness (Genesis 16:9), 


oo ie An Angel 
visits Abraham (Genesis 18:2) and Lot (Genesis 19:1) with messages, and guides as » Si) speaks to 
the Israelites during their exodus from Egypt and journey through the desert reac 
(Exodus 23:20-23). (oes Other Wite.j 
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E: What is the significance of angels in biblical theology? 


D: In biblical theology, angels serve as a bridge between the divine and the 
human. They are integral to demonstrating how Yahweh and the Elohim interact 
with and intervene in the human world. Their appearances often mark moments 
of significant spiritual importance and divine action. 


E: Can you outline, in detail, some of the cases where angels appear as physical 
human-like beings? 


D: I'm more than happy to do that. We can start with Zechariah's meeting with an 
angel of the Lord. 
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Zechariah and the Angel among the Myrtle 


trees 

D: In Zechariah 1:8-10, the prophet describes a vision in which he 
sees a man riding a red horse, standing among myrtle trees ina 
ravine. This "man" is later identified as an "angel of the Lord" 
(Zechariah 1:11). The use of "man" to describe an angelic being is 
not uncommon in the Hebrew Bible. Often, angels appear ina 
human-like form, which can make them indistinguishable from 
humans. 


The detailed description of the setting (a deep valley and a field 
of myrtle) and the physical movements of the angels ("coming 


out" and "running") in Zechariah's vision (Zechariah 2:7) might seem unusual if we expect angels to be purely 
spiritual beings without physical form. 


Abraham sharing a meal with Yahweh 
D: In Genesis 18, Abraham encounters three "men" who 
are later identified as divine messengers or angels. 


E: | guess this narrative raises intriguing questions about 
the physicality and nature of angels? 


D: Yes, very much so. In Genesis 18, Abraham sees three 
men standing near his tent. The narrative describes 
Abraham's interaction with these visitors in very physical 
and human terms: he runs to meet them, bows to the 
ground, and offers them hospitality. As | said, this human- 
like appearance of angels is not uncommon in the Hebrew 
Bible. Angels frequently appear in human form, often 
indistinguishable from ordinary people at first glance. 


Abraham's actions — offering water to wash their feet, a place to rest, and a meal — are in keeping with the 
ancient Near Eastern customs of hospitality. The visitors accept his offer, which includes a meal of bread, calf meat, 
milk, and curds. The fact that these divine messengers eat and drink is particularly noteworthy as it attributes very 
human characteristics to them. 


E: Incredible! These Angels actually shared a meal with Abraham! 
D: Not only that! Abraham also addresses one of the visitors as "Adonai," a term of respect that can mean "lord" or 
"master." Later Jewish and Christian interpretations often understand one of these visitors to be a theophany — a 


manifestation of Yahweh himself — while the others are normal angels. 


E: So God came down and had lunch with Abraham! | thought I'd heard it all, but this one probably takes the prize! 
(laughs). 
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The two Angels visiting Lot 


E: What about Lot's encounter with angels? Aren’t they 
described as very humanlike? 


D: Yes, the angels in Genesis 19 are described in very human 
terms. They walk into Sodom, are approached and hosted by 
Lot, eat a meal he prepares. This human-like portrayal of 
angels is consistent with other biblical narratives where angels 
are often indistinguishable from humans at first glance. 


The narrative becomes more complex when the men of Sodom 
surround Lot's house. The angels’ intervention to protect Lot 
and his family, including striking the mob with blindness, 
demonstrates their supernatural (or technologically advanced) 
capabilities, contrasting with their earlier, more human-like 
behavior. 


The actions and needs attributed to the angels — such as 
eating, resting, and making decisions about where to spend the night — pose questions about their nature. Are they 
really spiritual beings, or do they appear in physical form for their interactions with humans? The narrative suggests a 
dual nature: physically present and interactive in the human realm, yet possessing supernatural (or scientifically 


superior) powers. 
” 
AS THE MEN PUSH AGAINST LOT'S DOOR, THE ANGELS— 
| SHOWING THEIR POWER—STRIKE THE RIOTERS BLIND. 
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Raphael negotiates a wage for his services 
E: Aren't there also passages in the Bible where angels collect wages for their servants? 


D: Well, what you are referring to are events that take place in the book of Tobit. 
E: What is the Book of Tobit and where is it included? 


D: The Book of Tobit is a deuterocanonical text included in the Septuagint and the Latin Vulgate. It is not found in the 
Hebrew Bible or the Protestant canon. 


E: What time period is the narrative of the Book of Tobit set in? 
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D: The narrative is set in the 8th-7th century BCE, during the Assyrian exile. 
E: Who are the main characters in the Book of Tobit? 

D: The main characters are Tobit, a righteous Israelite, and his son Tobias. 
E: What are the central themes in the Book of Tobit? 


D: The central themes circles around the angel Raphael. He, is here introduced as an angel who can present himself 
in human form. He accompanies Tobias on a journey under the guise of Azariah, son of Ananias. This ability to 
assume a human identity and interact in the human world is a key aspect of Raphael's character in the story. 


E: Is this the angel that charged a wage for his services? Raphael and Tobias Catches a fish 


D: Yes. It’s very peculiar. Raphael claims to be familiar with the journey 
to Media, offering his services as a guide. He negotiates a wage for his 
services, further emphasizing his human guise. This portrayal of an angel 
engaging in everyday human activities is unique in biblical literature. 
What is an angel to do with money? 


E: Any other notable events in the story? 


D: Well, throughout the journey, Raphael performs several miraculous 
deeds. He instructs Tobias to catch a fish in the Tigris River, whose organs 
are later used to cure Tobias's father's blindness and to protect Tobias on 
his wedding night. Raphael also retrieves money that Tobit had previously 
deposited and arranges Tobias's marriage to Sarah, who had been 
tormented by a demon. 


At the end of the story, Raphael reveals his true identity as one of the 
seven angels (or “Spirits”) who stand in the presence of Yahweh. 


Malakh Ascending in Flames 
E: Tell me about the angel Malakh, and his ascent to heaven. 


D: Sure. In Judges 13, an angel (malakh) appears to Manoah and his 
wife, foretelling the birth of Samson, who is to be consecrated to 
God from birth. This story is part of the larger narrative of Samson, 
one of the Judges of Israel, known for his extraordinary strength. 


When Manoah invites the angel to stay and eat, the angel refuses, saying, “Even if | stay at your place, | will not 
eat your food.” Instead, he instructs Manoah to prepare a burnt offering to Yahweh (Judges 13:15-16). This refusal to 
eat contrasts with other biblical narratives where angels do partake in meals, such as in the stories of Abraham 
(Genesis 18) and Lot (Genesis 19). 


The story culminates with the angel ascending, through the flames of the altar, up into the sky (Judges 13:20). This 
dramatic departure serves to affirm the otherworldly nature of the messenger and the authenticity of the message. 
This poses the question whether the angel's ascension could be a form of advanced technology, like an aircraft, ora 
rocket? 
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The Siege of Jerusalem ~ f tlie "Angel of Death” 
D: The story of the siege of . : 
Jerusalem by Sennacherib, and 
the intervention of an angel 
(malakh) as described in the 
second Book of Kings, is a 
dramatic and pivotal event in the 
biblical narrative. This siege by, the 
Assyrian king, occurred in 701 BC. 
The event is part of Sennacherib's 
military campaign against the 
territories of Palestine, including 
the Kingdom of Judah. 


E: Isn’t there a mass-slaughter event connected to this siege? 


D: Yes. According to the biblical text, the "angel of Yahweh" went out 
and struck down 185,000 men in the Assyrian camp in a single night, 
leading to a miraculous deliverance of Jerusalem from the siege. The next 
morning, the Israelites found the slaughtered, torn apart, mutilated 
bodies, signifying a divine intervention on their behalf. 


E: But don't some historians argue that these events were caused by 
natural phenomena, with the responsibility retrospectively attributed to 
the fictional character of Yahweh? 


D: Yes, the Greek historian Herodotus, in his 'Histories' (Book 2, Section 
141), recounts a similar event during Sennacherib's campaign. He 
describes a plague of mice infesting the Assyrian camp, damaging their 
weapons and equipment, which led to their defeat. Herodotus' account 
has been interpreted by some as a possible historical basis for the biblical 
story, suggesting a natural explanation (a plague or infestation) for the 
event described as miraculous in the Bible. 


E: Didn’t the angels also send plagues and such, in order strike down 
huge populations? 


D: Yes, there are several accounts of this. We will touch upon that as we go along. 


The “other" gods. 


BAAL 2 Kings 10:18-28: The Israelite King Jehu tricked all 
Aka: Ba’al, Baal of Peor, Baal- the servants and priests of Baal to come to the 
Berith, Baal-Zebub. temple for a great sacrifice, where he had his 


soldiers massacre every last one of them. To add 
insult to injury, Jehu then made the house of Baal a 
public latrine. 


Baal is frequently depicted 
holding a thunderbolt, spear, or 


club. Baal can be seen standing 
Jeremiah 19:5: Baal’s worshippers are said to burn 


their sons alive as a sacrifice to appease the deity. 


1 Kings 18:28: The priests of Baal worked 
themselves into a frenzy and cut themselves with 
swords and lances. 


Baal’s worship included public ritual prostitution 
between one of his priests and a local woman. 


You h have to lead “BAAL” . pa” "Bullish” Bull- Run of the GOLD: 


AW sal 


“Canaan. Wall Street | 
ca 1300 BCE ca 2000 CE 


~~ 
LULU DU Li-ion i, 


The Moon 


REELZEBUB 


IX) 


LORD OF THE FLIES 


— {|— <<-(—— ——_) -> >» — > 


Beelzebub 


The demon |-{=lzebub, whom Jesus 
UKs to Sata | in the Book of Matthew 


Makes manifest the apparitions of 


Ba al Zebub, hebrew for "Fly Lord") 
occurs in the first chapter of the 
Second Book of Kings as the name of 
the Philistine god of Ekron. 


demons. Sets demons upon men 
to destroy them with vices 


& a » ED x te 


Aka: Asthor-Chemosh 
Domain: War, mountains; primary god of the 
Moabites. 


Description: An old man with a full beard, 
wearing a bulbous cap and sometimes 
brandishing a sword. 


Biblical reference: 1 Kings 11:7: Despite being 
held up as a paragon of virtue, King Solomon 
actually built a sanctuary to Chemosh — 
thought of as a move to please his Moabite wife. 


Strange story: There’s rare archeological 
evidence that calls out Chemosh by name: the 
Moabite Stone, or Mesha Stele (to the right), 
discovered in 1868 at Dibon. It bears an 
inscription commemorating the circa 860 BCE 
endeavors of King Mesha to overthrow the 
Israelite dominion of Moab. 
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Paleo-Hebrew/Moabite inscription 
on basalt 


Moabite Stele of King Mesha 


Meche, Ons, Anal, b Israel, VWI 
Moab, Oden, Madetha, Nebo, Jaton, Meret, Aree, Bere 
2 Ne gs 304-27) 108 1032-83 


“| am Mesha the king of Moab 
My father was Bip over Moab 
for 30 years, and | was king 
after my father. 


Omri was the king of Israel, 
and he oppressed Moab for 


66 i many days, And his son 
Israel is rui woesaed him, and he said 
Hazael kills Joram } og dia 
Jehu kills Ahaziah in 
In my days | looked down on hi 
ShalmanesersIl!’ and ae Res hoaee, pang) a 


seiges Hazael \ | ieaaonD 


then’ recieve And Omri had taken possession 
{ of the whole land of Medeba 

9) and he lived there in his days 

) and half the days of his son, 


J AD. 
whole and in perfect condition, local Muslims 


aneser anndlskS ee 


Molech/Molek, is a word which appears in the Hebrew 2°Kings 10:32-33 >See 
Bible several times, primarily in the Book of Leviticus. 

The Bible strongly condemns practices that are "Offering to Molech" 

associated with Moloch, which are heavily implied to be in Bible Pictures and /, 

child sacrifice. What They Teach Us,\ 


Since the medieval period, Moloch has often been 
portrayed as a bull-headed idol with outstretched hands 
over a fire. 

In 1 Kings, Solomon is portrayed as introducing the 
cult of Moloch to Jerusalem: 


by pharles Fostely = 


EL - esa of the name: God/Deity 


yontasoniee sah the patriarchal, Planet: Saturn 

creator deity of the Canaanite Genesis 14:18—20: Abraham accepts the blessing of 
pantheon and father of the EL. 

dying and rising storm- and 
fertility god Ba’al (to the right). EL is often portrayed as an old man, often with 

The figure was discovered at wings; sometimes depicted as wearing bull horns. 
Megiddo, Israel and is dated to 
the late bronze age, 1300-1150 
BC. 


In the Bible, EL is the supreme god of the 
Canaanites, yet is later identified with Yahweh. |n 
fact, he could very well have been the original 
conception of the Hebrew God. 


What the churches have done is in the texts where 
the different names of Gods appear they take them 
out and write just God instead. 


The reason why the 2nd Commandment says that 
one must not make any image of God or say God’s 
name is because they are trying to hide the primitive 
identity of their God. 


Ghapter 5 i 
RA A i\ , 
potent Creatan’ ,1 


the Onin 
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Yahweh not so Mighty 
E: I've always thought of Yahweh as the “Supreme Being” in the Israelite religion, but I've come across some 
intriguing perspectives that suggest otherwise. Could you shed some light on this? 


D: Certainly. While Yahweh is indeed revered as a supreme deity, a deeper 
analysis, particularly of ! Samuel 4:4, reveals a more nuanced hierarchy among 
the "Mighty Ones." Yahweh, initially referred to as "Sabaoth who sits above the 
Cherubim," seems to hold a rank alongside archangels like Gabriel, Uriel, 
Raphael, and Michael, rather than a position above them. 


E: That's quite different from the conventional view. Does this affect how Yahweh 
is perceived in terms of power and influence? 


D: Yes. Yahweh's standing could be further debated, as he appeared more as a 
regional tribal leader than a universally recognized deity. His followers, often 
nomadic and engaged in conflicts, suggest a less prominent deity. A higher- 
ranking god would presumably command a larger, more stable following without 
the need for constant warfare. 


The Obliteration of a Failed Creation 


E: Here’s an interesting quote: 

"Therefore the Lord saw that men's wickedness was great on the Earth and that the aspirations 
of the thoughts of their hearts were constantly aimed at evil and the Lord repented of having 
created man on Earth, he complained in his heart and said: “I will destroy man whom | have 
created from the surface of the ground; man, along with animals, creeping things, and birds of 
the sky; for |am sorry that | have made them.” (Genesis 6:5-7). 


D: This quote is taken from the Book of Genesis. It is part of 


the narrative leading up to the story of Noah's Ark and the Genesis 6:5 A\\\ 

Great Flood. The passage reflects Yahweh's observation of the Then the LORD ee 

wickedness of humanity and His subsequent decision to saw that the wickedness 

cleanse the Earth with a flood. of man was great on the earth 

E: Not a particularly "almighty" handling of Yahweh. R > and y intent of the 
(ee thoughts of his heart 

D: | agree. If Yahweh was omniscient, he could have foreseen was only evil 

the outcomes following the intermingling of the "sons of continually 


Elohim" and the "daughters of men." The fact that these 
events led to God regretting His creation implies a lack of foreknowledge. 
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E: | guess one could argue that the narrative suggests Yahweh operates more like an advanced being with 
limitations similar to humans, rather than an all-knowing deity? 


D: Yes. The surprise or regret expressed by God about human actions might indicate a level of unpredictability in His 
creations, challenging the notion of absolute omniscience. This could be interpreted as Yahweh having advanced 
technological powers and knowledge but still subject to uncertainties, \ike a highly advanced but not all-knowing 
being. 


The actions of Yahweh, particularly the destruction of all 
life (including innocent animals) due to human wickedness, 
suggest He is not a purely “spiritual” or ethereal God, but 
one that exhibits human-like emotions such as hatred and 
regret. 


E: Might one speculate that Yahweh's decision to destroy 
His creations, including animals, reflects a being who 
reacts emotionally and impulsively, rather than akin to 
human behavior? 


D: Yes, | think so. The act of punishing all of creation for the sins of humanity could be seen as inconsistent with an 
ethereal, purely spiritual deity who is detached from human emotions. Instead, this action could be indicative of a 
being who, despite possessing advanced powers and knowledge, still operates within a framework of emotional 
responses and moral judgments, similar to those of humans. 


The Tower of Babel 
E: What is the story of the Tower of Babel in the Bible? 


D: The Tower of Babel story is in Genesis 11:1-9. |t's about humanity, who after the Great Flood, spoke one language. 
They settled in Shinar (Babylonia) and built a city with a tower reaching the heavens, symbolizing human pride. God, 
observing their unity and concerned about their ambitions, confused their language, causing them to scatter and 


cease the tower's construction. This explains the origin of different languages and nations. 


E: What's the symbolic meaning of the Tower of Babel story? 


TOWER OR BABE) 


A/PARTIAMENT 
STRASBOURG 


D: The Tower of Babel 
story symbolizes the 
dangers of human pride 
and overreaching. It's a 
commentary on 
disobedience and trying 
to attain divine status. 
This narrative also 


provides a biblical ; Ps -Lenin‘’s-Mauseleum 


explanation for the = See Lenin's Tomb, is a mausoleum (a step pyramid) located at 


, F Red Square in Moscow, Russia. It serves as the resting 
diversity of languages and 


tH 


5 g place of Soviet leader Vladimir Lenin, whose embalmed 
the spread of people , fi =“) body has been on public display since shortly after his 


across the earth. death in 1924. 


E: Are there similar stories 


aa 


in other cultures? re 


D: Yes, similar themes . 4 
appear in various myths Mummy of Lenin Mumimy.of Ramesses Il 
and legends globally. For 


example, Mesopotamian ziggurats reflect this theme, with the Sumerian text Eridu telling a similar story of a unified 
language confounded by the god Enki. 


E: What is the story in Greek mythology that resembles the Tower of Babel? 

D: In Greek mythology, it's the Gigantomachy, where giants try to reach Olympus by stacking mountains. Their 
attempt to challenge the divine order leads to a battle with the gods, mirroring the Tower of Babel's theme of human 
pride versus divine authority. 

E: What does Norse mythology say about this theme? 

D: Well, Norse mythology has a story about building a great wall around Asgard to protect the gods from giants. 
The builder, a giant, is tricked and denied his reward, highlighting the tension between human ambition and the 
divine. 

E: Are there any similar Native American stories? 

D: Yes, the Maidu people have a story where the creator god breaks down a sky-reaching sweat house into multiple 
pieces, creating different tribes speaking different languages. This echoes the Tower of Babel's theme of a single 
origin for diverse human groups. 


E: Does the Maya tradition have a comparable narrative? 


D: In the Maya sacred text Popol Vuh, gods destroy humanity and start over because humans were becoming too 
similar to gods. This reflects the Tower of Babel's theme of divine intervention in response to human ambition. 


E: How do you think that these stories collectively contribute to our understanding of ancient narratives? 
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D: I’m not an expert, by any means, but I guess that these stories, while distinct in cultural contexts, collectively 
illustrate universal themes of human ambition, divine retribution, and the origins of cultural diversity. They likely 
highlight a recurring narrative across civilizations about the relationship between humanity and the divine. 


Jacob wrestling with an Angel, and "Jacob's Ladder" 
E: There's also the story of Jacob wrestling with an angel. How does that fit into our understanding of Yahweh? 


D: Indeed, the story of Jacob wrestling with an angel, as recounted in Genesis 32:24-30, offers a fascinating 
perspective on the tangible nature of angels and their interaction with humans, further complicating our 
understanding of Yahweh's character. The passage reads: 


"So Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him till daybreak. When the man saw that he could not overpower 
him, he touched the socket of Jacob's hip so that his hip was wrenched as he wrestled with the man. Then the man 
said, ‘Let me go, for it is daybreak.’ But Jacob replied, ‘I will not let you go unless you bless me.’ The man asked him, 
‘What is your name?’ Jacob,’ he answered. Then the man said, ‘Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, 
because you have struggled with God and with humans and have overcome.’ Jacob said, ‘Please tell me your name.’ 
But he replied, ‘Why do you ask my name?’ Then he blessed him there. So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, ‘It is 
because I saw God face to face, and yet my life was spared." 


E: | suppose the ambiguity of the angel's identity also 
adds to the complexity? 


D: Yes. While the angel is often interpreted as a divine 
messenger, Jacob himself believes he has wrestled with 
Yahweh. This statement challenges the traditional view 
of God as an omnipotent and untouchable deity, as it 
suggests a more approachable and physically interactive 
divine presence. 


Furthermore, the angel's reluctance to reveal his name and the subsequent blessing he bestows upon Jacob further 
underscore the mysterious nature of this encounter. The event's conclusion, with Jacob renaming the place Peniel, 
meaning "the face of God," indicates his belief that he encountered the divine in a very real and tangible way. So 
Jacob did mark the significance of the place where he wrestled with the angel. 


: E: Did Jacob put up a standing stone, or an altar on the spot to 
The Coronation commemorate the meeting with the Angel? 


Chair and Stone D: No, The act of naming the place was significant in itself as a way 
of Scone 


of commemorating the event, but the text does not mention the 
building of an altar specifically for this wrestling incident. Jacob did 
however build altars at other times and places as acts of worship 
and commemoration, such as at Bethel (Genesis 35:1-7) and 
Shechem (Genesis 33:18-20). It was common for memorials to be 
erected in the places where people had seen or encountered these 
beings from the sky. From that incident when Jacob saw the angels 
going up and down a flight of stairs, his pillow of stone was left at 
WikmocRopwe. | Sami: Sr. the scene of the incident. That stone later became known as the 

: "Stone of Scone". 
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E: What is that stone-pillow, and why is it significant? 


D: The Stone of Scone, also known as the Stone of Destiny, is an ancient 
artifact that serves as a powerful symbol of Scotland's monarchy. \ts 
significance is derived from its deep roots in folklore, religious beliefs, and 
historical events, marking it as an emblem of authority and Scottish 
sovereignty. It is common for Royalty to see themselves as descendants of 
the gods from above, through their "distinctive" bloodlines. 


E: How is the Stone of Scone connected to biblical stories? 


D: As | said, according to Celtic legend, the Stone of Scone is believed to be 
the pillow stone used by the patriarch Jacob when he dreamt of a ladder 
reaching to heaven, as described in the Book of Genesis. The "ladder" that 
Jacob sees in his dream is interpreted by some as a technological device or 
a mode of transportation used by extraterrestrial beings, rather than a 
symbolic or spiritual bridge between heaven and earth. 


E: What role does the Stone of Scone play in coronation ceremonies? 


D: Traditionally, Scottish kings were enthroned over the Stone of Scone during their 
coronation ceremonies, signifying their rightful claim, through their "blue blood" to 
the throne. This practice underscored the stone's role as a symbol of royal authority 
and the continuity of the Scottish monarchy. 


E: When was the Stone of Scone moved to England, and why? 


D: In 1296, Edward | of England seized the Stone of Scone and took it to Westminster 
Abbey in London, incorporating it into the Coronation Chair. This act was intended to 
symbolize English dominion over Scotland, marking the stone's significance in the 
historical struggle between the two nations. 


Yahweh engaged in extortion 
E: Some go so far as to think that Yahweh engaged in extortion. Do you agree with that? 


D: Well, the appeal of Yahweh among his followers certainly raises questions. The idea of “extortion” is often 
attributed to the covenant he established with them, as outlined in Leviticus. This covenant promised blessings for 
obedience and severe consequences for disobedience, resembling more of a one-sided ultimatum than a mutual 
agreement, and | guess another word for that would be “blackmail”. Such an arrangement, enforced through threats, 
reflects less on divine benevolence and more on coercive control. 


E: What about Yahweh's guidance of the Israelites from Egypt? That's often cited as a remarkable act. 


D: Yahweh's involvement in guiding the Israelites from Egypt, as depicted in Exodus, is remarkable. Described as 
leading them by a "pillar of cloud" by day and a "pillar of fire" by night, these phenomena suggest more than 
natural occurrences, which we have already discussed. Some interpretations propose that Yahweh utilized advanced 
technology, perhaps extraterrestrial in nature, for these manifestations. This view, like we have already concluded, 
aligns with ancient accounts of similar aerial phenomena and the possibility of advanced life elsewhere in the 
universe, though it diverges from traditional religious interpretations. 
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E: And the consequences for breaking the covenant? 


D: The consequences Yahweh imposed for covenant breaches were severe. His approach, marked by coercion and 
threats, contrasts sharply with the ideals of compassion and love found in major world religions. Such actions cast 
doubt on his moral and ethical stature, despite his technological or supernatural capabilities. 


For instance, Leviticus 26:14-17 outlines the consequences of disobedience: 

"But if you will not listen to me and carry out all these commands, and if you reject my decrees and abhor my laws 
and fail to carry out all my commands and so violate my covenant, then | will do this to you: | will bring on you 
sudden terror, wasting diseases and fever that will destroy your sight and sap your strength. You will plant seed in 
vain, because your enemies will eat it. | will set my face against you so that you will be defeated by your enemies; 
those who hate you will rule over you, and you will flee even when no one is pursuing you." 


These verses demonstrate the severe pet Rule of the 
nature of the consequences for 34 == a 
breaking the covenant with God, 
including terror, disease, military defeat, 
and general calamity. The chapter 
continues with even more detailed and 
harsher punishments for continued 
disobedience, emphasizing the 


————— 


seriousness with which covenantal Pe pie AP Soe Pere ate == 


commitments were to be taken in the Iron Fist 


context of the Israelite relationship with Yahweh. 


E: So, what was the nature of the Israelites' relationship with Yahweh? 


The Israelites' relationship with Yahweh was complex, marked by fear and dependency. Despite their grievances, 
they continued to worship him, perhaps out of awe of his power or lack of alternatives. This complicated dynamic 
underscores the multifaceted nature of divine worship and the influence of supernatural beings in ancient societies. 


Yahweh the Humanoid 
E: What about the portrayal of Yahweh as a human-like figure? 


D: The portrayal of Yahweh as a human-like figure emerges from biblical 
narratives, particularly when considering the specialized accommodations 


made for him during the Israelites' desert journeys. 


E: Yes, Yahweh had a tent, didn’t he? 


D: Yes. A large, insulated tent, equipped with a dining table and other ay 
provisions, was constructed for Yahweh's use, suggesting he possessed a An Achaemenid period coin (550 
physical body. Intriguingly, the tent's size indicates that Yahweh was a BCE - 330 BCE) inscribed with the 


being of extraordinary stature, possibly ranging from eight to thirteen feet word Yehud depicts a supreme deity 
as a seated figure with a wing, a 


in height*. 

(* For detailed descriptions of the bodily measurements of YHVH, see: wheel, oe sini “ a 

"The Shi Ur Qomah - Liturgy and Theurgy in Pre-Kabbalistic Jewish cin i 
understood as Yahweh. 


Mysticism", by Martin Samuel Cohen). 
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This concept aligns with biblical references to giants existing during 
those times, with Yahweh seemingly among them. His formidable size 
would undoubtedly have been imposing to anyone, even in modern 
times. 


The necessity of the Tabernacle for Yahweh hints at his desire for 
occasional respite from his "pillar of cloud." This cloud, which covered 
the Tabernacle, as described in Numbers 9:15-21, raises questions 
about its nature. Was it an advanced form of technology, akin to a 
UFO? The cloud's ability to float, hover, and guide the Israelites 


7 4 


These inscriptions were discovered at 
Ajrud, an ancient Israelite-Judean way-station in the suggests it was more than just a meteorological phenomenon, 
Sinai desert (8th century BCE). They mer possibly a sophisticated, unidentified flying object. 


(leftmost humanoid thing), but also depict 


his wife (to his right). 


E: Can you give an example of Yahweh's use of this technology? 


D: Yahweh's use of this technology and his considerable powers are evident in various incidents. A notable example is 
the fate of Aaron's sons, Nadab and Abihu. Tasked with cooking for Yahweh and handling other duties, they incurred 
his wrath by offering unsolicited burnt incense, leading to their gruesome deaths by a "consuming fire", similar to a 
laser beam from a spacecraft. (Leviticus 10:1-2). This tragic event, and Moses' subsequent justification of Yahweh's 
actions as a demonstration of holiness, presents a stark contrast to traditional notions of divinity and sanctity. 


Yahweh's flying “Glory” 
E: What does the Hebrew term "kevdd" or "kabdd" 
traditionally translate to, and what is its root meaning? 


D: The Hebrew term "kevdd" or "kabdd" is traditionally 
translated as "glory" but stems from a root that conveys 
heaviness, importance, and honor. This interpretation, 
mainly advocated by Mauro Biglino, emphasizes the 
aspects of "weight" and "strength" as key characteristics 
of the term, suggesting a more physical and tangible 
notion of glory. 


The translation of "kevéd" into Greek as "doxa" (glory) and 
then into modern languages has often been influenced by 
theological perspectives that view Yahweh as a Spiritual 
and transcendent being. This interpretation argues that 
such translations and understandings might have shifted 
the original meaning of the term, which was more concrete and related to physical presence and power. 


The interpretation of the term "kevdéd" (1i22) in the context of the Exodus narrative, as it relates to Moses' 
encounters with the divine, presents a more concrete and physical understanding of Yahweh's presence, rather than 
a purely spiritual or abstract concept. This interpretation posits that the manifestations of Yahweh's glory described 
in Exodus could be interpreted as tangible, physical phenomena, potentially aligning with advanced technology or 
natural events. 


E: Is the theory of the Kevdd corroborated by other scholars? 


D: Well, Rashi*, a renowned Jewish commentator, is noted for his interpretations of the Hebrew Bible. In this case, 
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his description of the "Throne of Glory" hovering "over the face of the 6 / ey ae 
waters like a dove" is interpreted not as a spiritual metaphor but as a Kxtraterrest wieel 
depiction of a physical object that obeyed God's command, akin to a ae “\ Vera 111) ie 
flying machine, which has been pointed out and highlighted by Bible a 
translators such as Mauro Biglino. 

(*Rabbi Shlomo Yitzhaki, a medieval Jewish scholar and commentator. 
He was born in Troyes, France, in 1040 and died in 1105. Rashi is widely 
recognized for his comprehensive commentaries on the Hebrew Bible 
(Tanakh) and the Talmud. His works are known for their clarity, depth, 
and ability to elucidate complex Jewish texts, making them more 
accessible to a broader audience). 
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The interpretation suggests that Rashi viewed the "glory" of God as 
something external, a tangible instrument or device under divine 
command. This could be seen as a description of a sophisticated 
technology rather than a purely spiritual or mystical phenomenon. 


E: | guess this view is in conflict with mainstream, exoteric ideas? 


¢ 


Channeled Teachings from Theodore 
“+ wy Gina Lake * 


D: Yes. The notion that such interpretations were considered esoteric 
or initiatory knowledge, reserved for a select few, underscores the 
perceived profundity and complexity of these ideas. It is suggested that such concepts might be challenging for 
general acceptance due to their unorthodox nature. 


Traditional commentators have often struggled to explain the "kevéd" in spiritual and transcendent terms. This 
interpretation posits that these difficulties arise from an attempt to reconcile physical descriptions in the biblical text 
with a purely spiritual understanding of Yahweh's presence. 


E: So | guess this interpretation advocates for a simpler understanding of the phenomena? 


D: Yes, this understanding reflects that that the biblical authors were describing real physical phenomena they 
witnessed, which were then passed down through oral tradition. This view contrasts with the more complex spiritual 
or theological explanations offered by traditional scholars. 


The pillar of Cloud and the Pillar of Fire 
E: Tell me about the pillar of cloud by day, and the pillar of fire by night. 


D: In Exodus 33, the presence of Yahweh is described as a pillar of cloud by day 
and fire by night, leading and communicating with Moses and the Israelites. This 
interpretation posits that the pillar was a physical, tangible manifestation of God's 
presence, contrasting with more spiritual or ethereal interpretations. 


Q: How does the narrative describe Moses' communication with God? 


D: The narrative describes Moses speaking with God "face to face, as a man talks 
to his neighbor" (Exodus 33:11). This indicates a more literal and physical 
interaction between Moses and a divine being, rather than a purely spiritual or visionary experience. 
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The story emphasizes that Moses met with Yahweh in 
the Tent of Meeting, located outside the camp. The 
physical descent of the cloud to the tent's entrance is 
seen as a literal manifestation of Yahweh's presence, 
allowing for direct communication with Moses. 


E: Doesn’t Moses ask Yahweh to see this spectacular 
flying “Glory”? 


D: Yes. In Exodus 33:18, Moses asks to see Yahweh's 
glory (kevod). The traditional interpretation of this 
request is that Moses seeks a deeper understanding 
or revelation of God's nature. However, another 
interpretation suggests that Moses is asking for a 
physical, tangible demonstration of Yahweh's power, such as through a display of some kind of advanced flying 
craft, or other technological marvels. 


The narrative describes Yahweh's presence as a cloud or fire, phenomena that could be interpreted as natural events 
(like eruptions from a volcano) or, as manifestations of advanced technology. The cloud and fire clearly symbolizes 
Yahweh's presence in a way that is visible and tangible to the Israelites. 


Vulcano Worship 
E: How do some comparative mythologists interpret the pillar of cloud and fire? 


D: Some comparative mythologists see the pillar of cloud by day and fire by night as reminiscent of a volcanic 
eruption, with the cloud symbolizing smoke and the fire representing glowing lava. This could be interpreted as a 
natural event or divine manifestation woven into the narrative. 


This theory often involves speculations about the possible geographical locations of the events described in Exodus. 
Some proponents suggest that the Israelites might have been in proximity to 
a volcanic region, and their experiences were woven into the narrative as 
divine manifestations. 


In ancient times, volcanic eruptions were often interpreted as manifestations 

of divine or supernatural power. Various cultures around the world associated 
volcanic activity with their deities, seeing the immense power and mystery of 
volcanoes as a sign of a god's presence or anger. 


Vulcan — The Roman God of Fire 


E: But surely there were cultures in the Middle East at the time that worshiped 
volcanoes? 


D: Yes, there were. One example of a culture in the broader Near Eastern 


Vulcan jap: Volednus or Vulcanus is . ; ?) se fe : . 
the god of fire including the fire of region where volcanic activity played a significant role in their mythology and 


volcanoes, metalworking, and the forgein | religious practice is the Hittites. The Hittites, an ancient Anatolian people who 
ancient Roman religion and myth. Vulean | established an empire in modern-day Turkey, were in close proximity to 


is often depicted with a blacksmith's P P . 7 
hammer | Volcanic regions. The presence of volcanoes in their landscape likely 
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influenced their myths and religious 
practices, and these might have cross- 
pollinated the early Hebrew tribes. See for 
example "Vulcan", a deity in Roman religion 
and myth, with counterparts in Greek and 


Le A 

. r) d 

. . "Moses on Mount Sinai" by Jean-Léon 
Etruscan mythologies, where the worship of Gérome (1865) 


Vulcan was characterized by specific rituals 
and festivals, like the Vulcanalia. 


E: So how might Moses' encounter with the 
burning top of Mount Sinai symbolize ancient 
volcano worship? 


D: Moses' encounter with the burning top of Mount Sinai, where he receives the Ten Commandments from God 
amidst fire and smoke, could symbolically suggest ancient volcano worship to some scholars. 


E: Fire and smoke as in an eruption of lava? 


D: Yes. This imagery of fire and smoke mirrors characteristics of a volcanic eruption, which were often revered in 
ancient times as manifestations of divine or supernatural power. In various cultures, volcanoes were seen as the 
abode of gods or as gateways to the divine, due to their awe-inspiring and destructive nature. Thus, the depiction of 
Mount Sinai covered by fire could be interpreted as a metaphor for divine presence and revelation, drawing parallels 
with how ancient peoples might have perceived and revered volcanic phenomena as a direct interaction with their 
gods. 


E: So it represents awe in a way, since they were frightened by the thunder and the mountain covered in smoke? 


D: Yes. This symbolic connection highlights 
the transcendent and fearsome aspect of 
the divine encounter Moses experiences, 
resonating with broader themes of awe, 
respect, and submission to divine will - 
found in ancient practices of volcano 
worship. This might be why the ancient 
Hebrews referred to thunder as "the voice 
for God". |n their view God communicated 
to them through these loud roars of 
thunder, and he appeared to be very angry 
and displeased. 


E: Do you have any Bible verses that 
describe this? 


Moses speaks with God, and the Israelites in the foreground panic when 
they hear thunder and see flashes of light and smoke coming out of the D: Yes. Here are some Bible verses where 
mountain (Ex. 20:21). Gerard Hoet, 1728 (colorized). Rijksmuseum.nl God's voice is likened to thunder: 


Exodus 19:16: "On the morning of the third day there were thunders and lightnings and a thick cloud on the 
mountain and a very loud trumpet blast, so that all the people in the camp trembled." 
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2 Samuel 22:14: "Yahweh thundered from heaven, 
and the Most High (EI-Elyon) uttered his voice." 


Job 37:4-5: "After it his voice roars; he thunders 
with his majestic voice, and he does not restrain 
the lightnings when his voice is heard. Eloah 
thunders wondrously with his voice; he does great 
things that we cannot comprehend." 


E: It’s no wonder that the burning bush was “on 
fire”! 


D: Yeah, exactly! Probably the whole mountain 
was on fire. 


E: Are there any famous artworks through history, depicting mount Sinai covered in smoke and lightning? 


D: Yes, there are several famous artworks throughout history that depict Mount Sinai covered in smoke and 
lightning, capturing the dramatic moment of Moses receiving the Ten Commandments. These artworks often 
emphasize the awe-inspiring and fearsome nature of the divine encounter. Some notable examples include: 


"Moses on Mount Sinai" by Jean-Léon Géréme (1865) — This painting vividly portrays Moses on Mount Sinai amidst 
thunder, lightning, and thick clouds, highlighting the dramatic encounter with God. 


"The Adoration of the Golden Calf" by Nicolas Poussin (1633-1634) — While the main focus is on the idolatry of the 
Israelites, Poussin includes the background scene of Mount Sinai shrouded in dark clouds, suggesting the 
simultaneous event of Moses receiving the commandments. 


"Moses Receiving the Tablets of the Law" by Jodo Zeferino da Costa 
(1868) — Part of the series of murals in the Imperial Chapel, Rio de 
Janeiro, this painting depicts Moses on Mount Sinai enveloped in 
divine light and smoke, receiving the tablets. 


E: How is this symbolism connected to Shavuot, the feast of the 
giving of the law? 


D: The symbolism of Mount Sinai covered in smoke and lightning 
during the feast of Shavuot commemorates the momentous giving 
of the Torah, the covenant between God and the Israelites, and 
serves as an annual opportunity for renewal and reaffirmation of 
faith and commitment to Jewish law and teachings. 


E: Is it accurate to state that the term "volcano" originates from the 
Latin name for the god of fire, Vulcan or Vulcanus, 


— | es Pe 


D: Yes, it is correct to say that the word "volcano" comes from the 
Latin "Volcanus" or "Vulcan," named after the Roman god of fire and metalworking. \lulcanus (Vulcan) is indeed 
associated with volcanic fire and lava, reflective of his domain over fire, including the fire of volcanoes. The theme of 
fire and working with metal is also reflected in the stories in the Bible, about the blacksmith Tubal Cain. 
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E: And this is possibly also linked to Velchanos, an ancient deity worshiped in 
Crete? 


D: The connection to the older Cretan deity Velchanos, however, is more 
speculative. Velchanos was a deity worshipped in Crete, and some theories 
suggest a link or syncretism between Velchanos and later gods associated with 
fire, including Vulcan. 


The Vulcan Salute 
E: What is the origin of the hand sign commonly seen among modern 
celebrities, known as the Illuminati hand sign? 


D: The hand sign originates from the orthodox Kohanim prayer service, where the Levites perform the nesiat kapayim 
or "Priestly Blessing." They stand before the congregation with arms outstretched, forming the Shin (v/) symbol, 
representing Shaddai, "Almighty God." This gesture has historical roots in the Phoenician/Hebrew Kohanim Tribe of 
Levi. 


E: How did the Vulcan salute become popular in modern culture? 


D: The Vulcan salute became popular through the Star Trek television series in the 1960s and 70s, introduced by 
Leonard Nimoy, who played Spock. Nimoy, drawing on his Jewish heritage, used the gesture as a Vulcan greeting, 
which also nods to the Hebrew symbol for Shaddai. 


E: What is the significance of the 
Vulcan salute in the context of 
Jewish heritage? 


D: Leonard Nimoy, inspired by his 
Jewish background, linked the 
Vulcan salute to the Shekhinah 
prayer, focusing on blessing the 
congregation. The gesture is 
associated with the letter Shin in 
Hebrew, related to words like 
Shaddai (a name for God), Shalom 
(peace), and Shekhinah, the 
feminine aspect of God believed to 
dwell among humans. 


E: Can you describe Leonard 
Nimoy's personal connection to the 
Vulcan salute? 


D: Nimoy first encountered the 
gesture at a Jewish synagogue 
service in Boston during his 
childhood. He frequently discussed his Jewish heritage and the Hebrew roots of the Vulcan salute in interviews, 


emphasizing its significance in Jewish culture and its influence on the gesture used in Star Trek. 
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E: How does the character of Spock from Star Trek mirror traits traditionally associated with Yahweh in religious 
texts? 


D: The character of Spock in Star Trek exhibits traits such as logic, emotional restraint, and a focus on rational 
decision-making, which can be paralleled to characteristics sometimes attributed to Yahweh in religious texts, where 
Yahweh is depicted as possessing supreme knowledge, authority, and judgment. These attributes align with Spock's 
logical and analytical nature, emphasizing a form of wisdom and control that mirrors the sovereign and directive 
aspects of Yahweh. Additionally, the portrayal of Spock as operating within a male-dominated society and hierarchy 
in the Star Trek universe can reflect traditional views of a patriarchal structure under Yahweh's leadership in 
religious contexts. 


Moses Exposed to Radiation 

E: How is Moses’ radiant face after his encounter 
traditionally understood, and what is the 

alternative interpretation? a 


D: Well, Yahweh tells Moses that no one can see 
His face and live, offering protection by placing 
Moses ina cleft of the rock and covering him with 
His hand. This interpretation might view these 
actions as protective measures against a powerful 
and potentially harmful physical presence, such as 
the thrust of a space-rocket. 


But,” he said, “you cannot see my face, for no one may see me and live.” 

Then the Lord said, “There is a place near me where you may stand on a rock. When my glory passes by, | will put you 
in a cleft in the rock and cover you with my hand until | have passed by. Then | will 
remove my hand and you will see my back; but my face must not be seen.” (Exodus 
33:20-23) 


E: But Moses could see Yahweh's "back" indicating that he had a physical body. 
Maybe he didn't get to see his face, because he didn't look human? 


D: Who knows, maybe he had facial features that could scare Moses. However, 
following his encounter, Moses' face is radiant (Exodus 34:29-35), traditionally 
understood as reflecting his encounter with the divine, this could however suggest 
that Moses was exposed to a powerful source of energy or radiation. 


E: If Yahweh had a rocket of his own, surely it should have made loud noises? 


D: Well, the events on Mount Sinai, where Yahweh's presence is accompanied by thunder, lightning, and a loud 
trumpet sound (Exodus 19:16-19), are traditionally seen as a theophany — a visible manifestation of God to humans. 
An alternative interpretation, however, posits that these phenomena could be explained by the presence of 
something physically powerful and awe-inspiring, such as a spacecraft of some sort. 
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The Sacrifice of Isaac 
E: How about the story of Abraham and Isaac? That seems 
problematic too. 


D: Yes, especially in relation to Omni-Impotence, which the story of 
Abraham and Isaac further illustrates. Yahweh's command to 
Abraham to sacrifice his son Isaac as a burnt offering, only to stop 
him at the last moment, can be interpreted as a test of faith. 
However, the emotional turmoil inflicted on Abraham and the fear 
experienced by Isaac raise ethical questions about the nature of such 
a test. Yahweh's need to test Abraham's fear of him in such a traumatic way does not align with the notion of an 
all-knowing, wise deity. 


E: Then there’s Sodom and Gomorrah. Yahweh’s decision there seems morally ambiguous. 


D: Yes. The case of Sodom and Gomorrah provides another example. Yahweh decides 
to destroy these cities unless ten righteous people can be found. Eventually, only Lot 
and his family are deemed righteous, but the subsequent events, including the 

transformation of Lot's wife into a pillar of salt and the morally questionable actions 
of Lot's daughters, cast further doubt on the moral implications of Yahweh's decision. 


E: Speaking of Lot's daughters, their story seems to further complicate Yahweh's moral 
framework. 


D: It does. The narrative of Lot's daughters, resorting to incest to preserve their 
lineage, follows the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah. Set against Yahweh’s 
judgment, it raises complex questions about the moral and ethical framework he 


operates within. 
E: So, Yahweh's actions in the Old Testament don’t quite reflect divine wisdom? 


D: Precisely. They suggest a being driven more by emotions and reactions than the ideals of divine wisdom and 
compassion. This portrayal definitely invites a deeper examination of the nature of divinity and the ethical 
dimensions of religious narratives. 


Yahweh's punishment of Moses and Aaron 
E: I've been reflecting on Moses and Aaron's story and how it highlights Yahweh's demanding leadership. Despite 
their devotion, they faced Yahweh's disapproval for a minor incident, 
didn't they? 


D: They certainly did. The story of Moses and Aaron, as recounted in 
the Hebrew Bible, particularly in the Book of Numbers, provides a 
profound insight into the character and expectations of Yahweh. This 
narrative highlights the demanding and, at times, unforgiving nature 
of Yahweh's leadership. 


E: What incident led to Yahweh's punishment of Moses and Aaron? 
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D: In Numbers 20:7-12, Moses and Aaron were punished by Yahweh for their lack of faith and disobedience during 
the incident at the waters of Meribah. Despite being instructed by Yahweh to speak to a rock to bring forth water, 
Moses, possibly frustrated with the Israelites' complaints, struck the rock twice with his staff. This act was seen as a 
failure to uphold God's sanctity. 


E: Didn’t Jesus also allude to these events in the New Testament? 


D: Yes. Jesus tries to make a clear distinction between the loving Father that he represents and the grim Father of 
the Old Testament that Moses represents: 
“Which of you (Fathers), if your son asks for bread, will give him a stone?” Matthew 7:9 


This correlates with the quote where Yahweh gives the Israelites a rock to quench their thirst: 
"Speak to that rock before their eyes, and it will pour out its water" Numbers 20:7 


D: Jesus further alludes to this dichotomy, when the Israelites were starving in the desert, and they cried out for 
food, but the Lord Yahweh sent them snakes instead: 
"Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead?" Luke 11:11 


Jesus based his critical statements on these lines from the Torah: 
"There is no bread! There is no water! And we detest this wretched food!" Numbers 21:5 
"Then the LORD sent poisonous snakes among them; they bit the people and many Israelites died." Numbers 21:6 


Then Lord Yahweh sent venomous snakes among them; they bit the 


people and many Israelites died (Numbers 21:6). A 


— = 


- 3 Z ; — — em ee 
Through these examples, which Jesus illuminates, it becomes very clear that the Father that he proclaimed is not the 
same as Yahweh. He concludes this view by saying: 

"If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in 
heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!" Luke 11:13 


E: So what was Moses and Aaron's punishment, in the end? 


D: For their disobedience, Yahweh decreed that Moses and Aaron would not lead the congregation into the 
Promised Land. 
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E: It seems a bit harsh, doesn’t it? 


D: Well, the punishment appears harsh because it denied Moses and Aaron, who had dedicated their lives to leading 
and serving Yahweh's people, entry into the Promised Land. This immediate and severe consequence for a single act 
of disobedience is seen by some as an impatient response to a moment of human weakness, especially given their 
long history of faithful leadership. 


E: Didn’t Yahweh warn them beforehand? 


D: The narrative does not explicitly mention any prior warning to Moses about the specific consequences of not 
following Yahweh's command. This lack of prior warning, coupled with the severity of the punishment for striking 
the rock instead of speaking to it, may seem to some as a swift judgment. The expectation for Moses and Aaron to 
act perfectly in every situation, despite their human frailties, contributes to the perception of Yahweh's impatience. 
Their leadership role involved leading a large and often contentious group through the desert, making this high 
standard and the subsequent harsh punishment for a single lapse appear to lack patience for human error. 


E: How does this contrast with previous divine intercessions? 


D: Well, It contrasts with previous instances where Moses interceded on behalf of the Israelites, and Yahweh relented 
from punishing them for transgressions like grumbling, idolatry, and rebellion. It seems like Yahweh had good days, 
and bad days, similar to any human. 


The Opulent Bird Buffet 


D: The narrative further describes Yahweh's 
interactions with the Israelites during their 
encampment at Mt. Sinai. Here, complaints about 
food shortages led to Yahweh's harsh responses, 
including the provision of quail in such excess that it 
resulted in a severe plague, causing numerous 
deaths. Such actions, depicted in Numbers 11:16- 
20, highlight a pattern of creating and punishing 
infractions, almost as if it were a preferred pastime 
for Yahweh. 


E: In what way were the Israelites dissatisfied? What 
were they whining about? 


D: Well, picture this: the Israelites, fresh from the 
thrill of escaping Egypt and now chilling at the 
base of Mt. Sinai, start to get a bit peckish. It's like 
when you're on a road trip, and someone forgot to 
pack enough snacks. Suddenly, everyone's a food critic missing the fine dining of Egypt, reminiscing about the "good 
old days" of fish, cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions, and garlic. Mind you, they're in the middle of a desert; it's not 


exactly prime real estate for a Whole Foods. 
Enter Yahweh, who's been leading this ragtag group, doing his best to cater to their spiritual and physical needs. He's 


already provided manna, this heavenly bread that appears every morning like dew. But no, now they want meat. It's 
like when you've cooked a meal, and your kids look at it and ask, "Do we have pizza?" 


90 


So, Yahweh decides to give them what they want, and then some. He promises meat, not just for a day or two, but 
for a whole month, until it's coming out of their nostrils and they're sick of it. |t's a bit like ordering too much food 
with your friends because everyone's eyes were bigger than their stomachs, and now you're all staring at the 
mountain of leftovers. 


E: But | guess the story comes with a twist? 


D: Yes of course! The quail comes in the evening, carried by a wind. It's a bird buffet! The people gather so much 
quail, thinking they've hit the jackpot. But here's the twist: with the quail comes a severe plague. It's like that 
moment you realize maybe eating two dozen hot wings by yourself wasn't the best idea. 


The narrative in Numbers 11:16-20 almost plays out like a divine comedy of errors, with Yahweh showing a unique 
sense of humor. "You want meat? I'll give you meat." |t's a classic case of "Be careful what you wish for" or perhaps 
"You can indeed have too much of a good thing." 


E: What conclusions do you draw from this story? 

D: Well, in this tale, we see a pattern that feels almost mischievously human: creating situations then reacting to 
them in unexpected ways. Yahweh's actions serve as lessons in gratitude, moderation, and the importance of being 
specific in what you ask for because you just might get it - and then some. It's a story that reminds us that divine 


interaction, at least in the narratives of the Israelites, can have its moments of severity but also, when viewed 
through a certain lens, a peculiar sense of humor. 


Ripped to pieces by Bears 


E: Isn't there also a sequence in the bible where God busses two bears on a crowd of young boys? 
D: Yes, it's like something out of a horror movie. It's a scene from second kings 2, 23-25 that you are referring to. 


“') E: Tell me what happens in this scene. 


D: Well, in the shadows of ancient Bethel, a chilling scene unfolds. The air is 
heavy, laden with an ominous tension as Elisha, a figure marked by his divine 
connection, strides along the road, his path taking him away from the sacred 
city of Jericho. But this journey is far from solitary; his presence draws the 
attention of the local denizens, not in reverence, but in mockery. 


From the recesses of the town, a horde of 42 youths emerges, their faces 
twisted in scorn, their voices raised in cruel jest. They encircle the solitary 
figure, hurling insults with vicious glee, taunting him with cries of "Go up, you 
baldhead! Go up, you baldhead!" Their laughter rings out, a cacophony of 
disrespect that pierces the solemnity of the landscape. 


E: But | guess the mockery does not go unanswered? 

D: Absolutely not. Elisha, his patience frayed by their relentless jeers, turns to face his tormentors. In a moment 
charged with supernatural dread, he calls upon the heavens, uttering a curse in the name of Yahweh. The air 
crackles with unseen power, a silent herald of the horror about to unfold. 


E: And suddenly, the tranquility of the woods is shattered by a roar? 
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D: Yes. From the depths of 
the forest, two bears 
emerge, their eyes alight 
with unearthly fury. The 
youths' laughter dies in their 
throats, replaced by screams 
of terror as the bears charge. 
The scene descends into 
chaos, a maelstrom of fear 
and violence as the bears 
mete out the divine 
retribution of Yahweh, 
leaving behind a trail of 
devastation. Imagine 42 a ; 
young people torn to pieces, oe aw oP ? ~. “ 
with blood and body parts = 


2 ae : See A 
And Elisha turned around, and when he saw them, he cursed them in the name of Yahweh. And 
scattered all over the road. two she-bears came out of the woods and tore apart forty-two of the boys. (2 Kings 2:24). 


E: As the dust settles and silence once again claims the road to Bethel, the horror of the event lingers, a stark 
reminder of the consequences of mockery and disrespect. 


D: And Elisha continues on his way, leaving behind a scene that would be whispered about in hushed tones, a 
terrifying testament to the power that lurks within the pages of ancient tales. 


Ezekiels Vision of the Divine Temple 
E: And what about Ezekiel's vision of the Lord's temple? 


D: Ezekiel's accounts, such as the one in Ezekiel 9:14-16, further depict the challenges Yahweh faced in maintaining 
authority and reverence among his followers. Ezekiel, ina remarkable encounter, is taken to what seems like a 
divine or otherworldly version of the Lord's temple. This place, unlike a typical temple, appears to be a direct 
connection to the divine realm. Here, Ezekiel witnesses people turning away from Yahweh to worship the sun, a 
clear indication of their departure from traditional worship. 


In the chapters leading up to and including Ezekiel 9, the prophet is shown the idolatry and detestable practices 
occurring within the temple in Jerusalem. This vision serves as a divine indictment of the people's faithlessness and 
the reason for the impending judgment. 


E: So Ezekiel is taken, in a vision, to see the inner workings of the temple, which, rather than being a place of pure 
worship, is filled with corruption and idolatry? 


D: Yes, Ezekiel 9:4-6 notably describes a scene where a man clothed in linen is instructed to go through the city of 
Jerusalem and put a mark on the foreheads of the people who mourn and lament over all the detestable things that 
are done within it. This marking is to protect them from the judgment that is to be executed on the city. Following 
this, others are instructed to follow through the city and strike down those without the mark, sparing no one and 
showing no mercy. 


E: This scenario, | guess, reflects the challenges Yahweh faced in maintaining loyalty among the Israelites? 
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D: Yes, very much so. Despite their historical reverence for Yahweh as a liberator from Egyptian slavery, their 
experiences in the wilderness and subsequent events led to disillusionment and defiance. The Israelites, enduring 
hardships and strict commandments, began to question the benefits of following Yahweh, comparing their current 
situation unfavorably with their past in Egypt. 


The narrative further illustrates Yahweh's harsh responses to dissent and disobedience. For instance, the story of the 
Israelites' complaints about quail and the resulting plague showcases Yahweh's severe methods of maintaining order 
and obedience. In another instance, during the scouting of Canaan, Yahweh responds to the Israelites’ reluctance to 
attack the Canaanites with significant consequences, setting an example for others. 


The Israelites better off as slaves 

D: Repeated references to the Israelites’ past in Egypt, where they felt better off as slaves compared to their current 
plight, underscore the severity of their situation. The sentiment of the Israelites feeling better off in Egypt than in 
their current circumstances during the Exodus journey is echoed in several passages within the Bible. 


E: Can you give me some examples of 
this? 


D: I’m pleased to. The following 
instances reflect the Israelites’ 
struggles, doubts, and nostalgia for 
their past life in Egypt, despite the 
hardships they faced there as slaves. 


Exodus 16:3: The Israelites complain 
about their situation in the wilderness, 
longing for their time in Egypt. They say 
to Moses and Aaron, "If only we had 
died by the Lord's hand in Egypt! There 
we sat around pots of meat and ate all 
the food we wanted, but you have brought us out into this desert to starve this entire assembly to death." 


Numbers 14:2-4: After the report of the spies, the Israelites despair about entering the Promised Land and express a 
desire to return to Egypt. "Al/ the Israelites grumbled against Moses and Aaron, and the whole assembly said to 
them, ‘If only we had died in Egypt! Or in this wilderness! Why is the Lord bringing us to this land only to let us fall by 
the sword? Our wives and children will be taken as plunder. Wouldn't it be better for us to go back to Egypt?' And they 
said to each other, 'We should choose a leader and go back to Egypt."" 


E: But despite all this, the Jews still follow Yahweh to this day, don't they? 


D: Yes. Despite this troubled history, many Jewish people today hold Yahweh in high esteem as a savior from Egyptian 
bondage. This reverence persists even though the wilderness experiences under Yahweh's guidance were fraught 
with hardship and suffering. It’s a kind of hostage situation, similar to the Stockholm syndrome. 


Yahweh banned by the Pope 


E: Is it true that the Pope wanted to ban the name Yahweh, in Christian contexts? 


D: Yes, it is true that in 2008, the Vatican, under the leadership of Pope Benedict XVI, issued a directive to avoid 
using the name "Yahweh" in Catholic liturgy, songs, and prayers. 
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E: How was the directive communicated to the 
Catholic Church? 


D: The directive was communicated through a 
letter from the Congregation for Divine Worship 
and the Discipline of the Sacraments, dated 
June 29, 2008. It reminded the Catholic faithful 
of the bloody history of the Yahweh-character 
and the need to respect the Jewish tradition of 
not pronouncing or articulating his name 
(YHWH - the tetragrammaton). 


E: What alternatives were suggested for referring to God in Catholic worship following this directive? 


D: The letter instructed that, in Catholic worship, translations of the sacred name of God should use equivalents such 
as "Lord" or "God" instead of "Yahweh." Sadly enough other words indicating the early Hebrew gods, such as 
Adonai, El, Elohim, El Shaddai, Tzevaot, El Elyon, Adonai, Sabaoth etc, have also been deliberately mistranslated 
into God, Lord, and so on. 


EI-Elyon, the “Most High” 
E: Are there any other scholars, apart from Mauro Biglino, that suggest that 
these various names portray different individuals or entities? 


D: Yes. Emanuel Tov, a prominent scholar in the field of Hebrew Bible and Dead 
Sea Scrolls, suggest that in the earliest stages of what would become Israelite 
religion, there may have been a pantheon of gods similar to that of the 
surrounding Canaanite cultures. In these cultures, El was often seen as the chief 
god, a father figure and creator deity. Elyon (meaning "Most High") was 
another title or deity associated with high god concepts, and Yahweh was 


initially a separate deity, possibly associated with storm and warfare. 


In Canaanite religion, El is depicted as the supreme god, the father of gods, and the creator of the world. Ancient 
texts from Ugarit (a city-state in ancient Syria) provide evidence of El's role and characteristics in the Canaanite 
pantheon. 


Elyon as a Distinct Entity: Elyon, meaning "Most High," appears in various ancient Near Eastern texts as a title or 
name for a high god, sometimes in association with El but also as a distinct figure. In some biblical passages, Elyon is 
used in contexts that seem to distinguish it from Yahweh, suggesting separate deific identities or aspects. 


E: Where can one find traces of these themes in the Bible? 


D: Here are some verses that illustrate this. | also want to bring up Psalm 82 again, in this context: 


Genesis 14:18-22: This passage introduces Melchizedek, the king of Salem and priest of El Elyon (God Most High), 
who blesses Abram. Melchizedek refers to El Elyon as the creator of heaven and earth and blesses Abram by El 
Elyon, who has delivered Abram's enemies into his hand. Abram also gives a tenth of everything to Melchizedek, 
acknowledging El Elyon. The narrative here distinguishes El Elyon in the role of a high god, which some scholars 
interpret as an indication of a separate identity or aspect that was later integrated into the identity of Yahweh. 
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Deuteronomy 32:8-9: This passage suggests (in some ancient manuscripts like the Dead Sea Scrolls and the 
Septuagint), that when Elyon (the Most High) divided the nations, he apportioned them according to the number of 
the sons of God (or "sons of Israel" in the Masoretic Text). Yahweh's portion was his people, Jacob. The implication 
that Elyon is distributing nations among the gods, with Yahweh receiving one particular people, has been read by 
some scholars as reflecting an older tradition where Elyon and Yahweh were seen as distinct entities within a divine 
council. 


Psalm 78:35: Here, the Psalmist refers to God as both "EI" (God) and "Elyon" (the Most High), in a context that 
recalls the Israelites’ history and their relationship with God. While not directly distinguishing Elyon from Yahweh, the 
usage of multiple titles can reflect the composite nature of God's identity in Israelite religion, hinting at the 
integration of various aspects of divinity into the worship of Yahweh. 


Psalm 82: This psalm describes a 
scene where God (referred to as 
Elohim) stands in the divine 
assembly and judges among the 
"gods" (again, Elohim). Verse 6 
mentions, "/ said, 'You are gods, 
sons of the Most High, all of you;'" 
here, "Most High" is often 
associated with Elyon. The scene 
suggests a supreme god presiding 
over a council of lesser gods, a 
motif common in ancient Near 
Eastern religions. While the psalm 
does not explicitly mention 
Yahweh, its depiction of a supreme 
god could be related to the 
broader context of integrating 
Elyon's attributes into Yahweh's 
identity. 


In Chapter 5.of the |-fole) @azecharia Spl i describes a vision of: 
ls Thajscroll's size is specified as twenty cubits long ahd ten cubits wide 


“a 


E: So how did Yahweh's integration occur? 


D: Well, over time, Yahweh became identified with El, absorbing his characteristics and titles. This process is 
reflected in biblical texts where Yahweh is called "El" or "Elyon," indicating a theological evolution from polytheism 
towards monotheism (or rather Monolatry*) where Yahweh assimilates the roles and titles of other deities. 

(* Monolatry is the belief in the existence of many gods, but with the consistent worship of only one deity). 


Scholars like Mark S. Smith and others have extensively studied these relationships, arguing for the distinct origins 
and eventual merging of these deities in the Israelite religion's development. Their research indicates that the 
monotheistic worship of Yahweh emerged from a background where multiple gods were recognized and venerated. 
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Chapter 6 
Yahweh — God or Devil? 


A Vengeful and Bloodthirsty Tyrant 

E: When studying the Bible in its entirety, | was struck by the portrayal of the Lord God. Contrary to my previous 
conception of Him as a perfect entity, | found numerous instances where He seemed to act more like a vengeful and 
bloodthirsty tyrant, exceeding even the brutalities of historical figures like Lenin, Mao, or Hitler. This led me to a 
troubling question: Is the God depicted in the Bible truly as cruel as these passages suggest, or does this imply a 
fundamental flaw or misinterpretation within the biblical texts themselves? 


Bible is replete with narratives of extreme violence, executions, and 
vengeance, often directly attributed to Yahweh. These accounts 
challenge our understanding of Him as a benevolent deity. 


D: That's a realization many come to upon a thorough reading. The Who killed more? 


>» 
& 


For instance, when the Israelites in the wilderness expressed 
dissatisfaction with their limited diet, the Lord's response was, as 
we’ve already discussed, to send poisonous snakes among them, 
leading to many deaths. 


In the Hebrew tradition, God was seen as the source of both good and evil, a concept clearly stated in the Book of 
Isaiah. Isaiah 45:7 declares, "! form light and create darkness. | make peace, and | create evil. I, the Lord, do all 
these things." Job and Amos echo this sentiment, acknowledging that both good and evil come from God. 


E: That's quite a statement. It seems to contradict the later Christian view of the devil as the source of all evil. 
D: It does. The Bible even portrays Yahweh as deceptive. For instance, Jeremiah 4:10 accuses Yahweh of deception. 


And in Ezekiel 14:9, Yahweh admits to misleading prophets. This portrayal challenges the later Christian 
characterization of the devil as the "father of lies." 


4 > E: I'm also puzzled by the story of Adam and Eve. The serpent tells the 
| form the light, truth, contrary to Yahweh's warning about the forbidden fruit. It seems 


an d cre at e d arkness : the serpent wasn't the deceiver after all? 
= Fao” ey) 
I make peace, 


D: That's an astute observation. In the story of Adam and Eve, the 
serpent's words in Genesis 3:4-5 contradict Yahweh's warning about the 


and create evil: forbidden fruit. Interestingly, the serpent's predictions come true, and 
Yahweh acknowledges this in Genesis 3:22. This raises questions about 

| the LO RD d O who truly deceived humanity in the Garden of Eden. 

all these things. E: I've been reading about the figure of Satan in the Bible, and | came 


across something intriguing. It seems Satan is a later addition to the 


Isaiah 45:7 


biblical narrative. What does this mean for Christian theology? 
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D: That's a significant observation. The figure of Satan, often associated with deception, is a much later addition to 
the biblical narrative, first appearing in I Chronicles 21:1, long after the events of Genesis. This suggests that the 
concept of a deceiving devil was introduced into the belief system much later than the Hebrews’ original 
understanding of God as the source of both good and evil. This distinction is crucial in understanding the theological 
evolution within the Bible. 


The integration of Satan 
E: So, how did Satan become integrated into the Bible? 


D: The integration of Satan appears to be a result of cultural and religious influences. Influenced by Persian beliefs, 
the early Jews transformed Persian concepts of evil forces, Daeva, Deva and Shaitan, into "devil" and "Satan" in 
their texts. This 
transformation coincided 
with a shift in the portrayal 
of Yahweh in the scriptures, 
where he started being 
depicted more benevolently. 


E: This shift must raise 
questions about the 
characters in the biblical 
narrative, like the serpent 
and Yahweh. 


‘ « - 
Oks ta by - 
a ss s~ 
OG ee aes oe ae 
’ — i. ‘a a 
fase : Bt Yulia 


- Daeva/Daiva/Deev (different variants in Avestan, Old 
Persian and Modern Persian languages) are somewhat 
comparable to Arabic jinn. Daevas from the Avestan 
perspective are negative otherdimensional beings who try 
j to manifest themselves in this world and who. are often 

' described to personify various bad characteristics (such 
'_as rage, laziness, illness etc). 


D: Indeed, it does. The 
serpent, often vilified, 
played a crucial role in 
awakening human 
consciousness according to 
the story of Adam and Eve. 
Without the serpent's 
intervention, humans would 
remain unaware of 
knowledge, good and evil, 
and the capacity for 
independent thought. This 


_ Deva, in Hindu scriptures, means."shiny”", "exalted", 
“heavenly being", "divine being" in sanskrit. Devais a 
masculine term; the feminine equivalent is Devi. The 


word is a cognate with Latin Deus ("god") and Greek Zeus. 


act of the serpent suggests a more compassionate approach towards humanity than Yahweh's actions. 


Yahweh is, for example, portrayed as sanctioning acts that would be 
considered morally questionable or outright criminal today, such as robbery 
and murder. For example, in Exodus 12:35-36, the Israelites are instructed to 
"borrow" from the Egyptians, and in various passages, Yahweh is associated 
with causing death, either directly or indirectly. 


Jinn/Djinni/Genie (latin 
Genius). These entities 


favour a snake form, but can 
also choose to appear as 
scorpions, lizards, or as 

97 humans. 


King David's census 
E: What is a census? 


D: Acensus is the systematic process of acquiring and recording information about the members of a given 
population. It is used to collect social, demographic, and economic data that help policymakers and administrators 
make informed decisions, such as the allocation of resources and services. A census can cover an entire population or 
a significant portion of it and is typically conducted at regular intervals. 


_ £©  E:And what, specifically, is King David's census? 


D: King David's census is a biblical event mentioned 
in the Old Testament, specifically in the books of 2 
Samuel 24 and 1 Chronicles 21. King David decided 
to conduct a census of Israel and Judah. 


The motivations behind the census are interpreted 
differently, but it's generally seen as an act of pride 
ora lack of faith in God's provision. This act led to 
divine displeasure and resulted in a punishment 
from God, which brought a plague upon Israel. 


E: Why is this significant in biblical history? 

D: Well, King David's census is significant in biblical history because it highlights themes of leadership, divine 
judgment, and repentance. The event and its consequences have been the subject of much discussion and 
interpretation within Jewish and Christian traditions, emphasizing the moral and theological implications. 

E: How do the accounts of King David's census in Il Samuel 24 and | Chronicles 21 differ? 

D: The accounts of King David's census in Il Samuel 24 and | Chronicles 21 differ in who they attribute the instigation 
of the census to. In II Samuel 24, it is Yahweh's anger that prompts David to conduct the census, suggesting divine 
judgment. In | Chronicles 21, the instigation is attributed to Satan, suggesting a temptation or challenge to David's 
faith and obedience. 

E: What are the theological implications of these differing accounts? 

D: The differing accounts raise theological questions about divine providence and the role of evil forces. They clearly 
challenge traditional understandings of Yahweh's character and the role of Satan, reflecting on the nature of divine 
judgment and the influence of external evil forces on human decisions. 

E: And how, would you say, do historical and literary contexts explain the differences in these accounts? 

D: | would say that the differences might reflect the historical and literary contexts of each book. I] Samuel is an 
earlier text with a less developed concept of Satan as an adversarial figure, while | Chronicles, written later, portrays 
Satan as an instigator of evil actions. This evolution might indicate changing views on divine agency, human 


responsibility, and the nature of evil. 


E: What does the contrast between the accounts indicate about the evolution of Jewish theology? 
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D: The contrast between the accounts in II Samuel 24 and | Chronicles 21 may indicate an evolution in Jewish 
theological thought regarding evil, sin, and responsibility. Early Jewish thought often attributed both good and bad 
events directly to Yahweh's will, whereas later writings introduced a more dualistic view of good and evil forces in the 
world. 


Yahweh responsible for the existence of Evil? 
E: So, how does the view of good and evil forces relate to the creation of evil? 


D: Since Yahweh existed before all creation, it follows that he would be responsible for the existence of evil, either 
directly or indirectly. The comparison of similar biblical stories, like those in Il Samuel 24 and | Chronicles 21, which 
attribute the instigation of King David's census to Yahweh in one and Satan in the other, raises questions about the 
interchangeable use of these figures. This inconsistency leads to speculation about whether Yahweh and Satan 
might be the same entity, especially considering Yahweh's history of actions that resemble those of a malevolent 
being. 


E: So | assume that such a perspective challenges traditional views of Yahweh and suggests a need for a critical re- 
evaluation? 


D: Yes, we need to re-evaluate both biblical narratives and the nature of divinity as portrayed in these texts. Suppose 
we consider the possibility that | am mistaken and Satan and Yahweh are indeed distinct entities, with the latter 
version of the census story being accurate. In this scenario, Satan would be the instigator of King David's census, an 
act that led to Yahweh's extreme reaction, resulting in the deaths of thousands of innocent people. Such an 
instigation could be viewed as one of Satan's most malevolent acts. However, the question arises: is the act of 
instigation as heinous as the act of committing the killings? 


E: So this leads us to a dilemma regarding Yahweh's character? 


D: Yes. If Yahweh was responsible for both the provocation and the subsequent massacre, it would align with his 
other actions characterized by cruelty and irrationality. It would be an act of extreme malice to induce someone to 
do something, only to punish them — and thousands of innocents — so severely for it. Such behavior would be 
indicative of a deity who creates pretexts for mass killings, a pattern seen in other biblical narratives. 


The narrative states that a devastating plague struck Israel, killing 70,000 men from Dan to Beersheba. 


Additionally, there is an intriguing inconsistency in the two versions of the census story. The first version records 
800,000 men in Israel and 500,000 in Judah, while the second version has 1,100,000 in Israel and 470,000 in Judah. 
This discrepancy in numbers for the same event raises questions about the reliability of these "inspired" accounts. 
Could it be possible that Yahweh, in his displeasure over the conflicting numbers, decided to equalize them by 
eliminating the surplus population recorded in the second account? This hypothesis, while speculative, would 
strangely fit within the literal interpretation of the Bible. 


Olothreuton - The Destroyer 

D: Yahweh's approach to his own followers is particularly troubling. Unlike even the most notorious criminals who 
wouldn't harm their supporters, Yahweh does not hesitate to inflict suffering or death upon his own worshippers. 
This indiscriminate approach to violence raises profound questions about his character. 


E: Didn't he also delegate violent tasks to others? 
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D: Yes. For instance, in Exodus 12:23, he is described as having the option to send a "destroyer" instead of executing 
judgment personally. This selective approach to violence suggests a hierarchical structure in dealing with lesser 
beings. 


In Exodus 12:23, the Israelites are instructed to mark their doorposts with lamb's blood. The "destroyer" is 
mentioned in the context of the tenth plague, where it passes over the houses marked with blood and spares the 
Israelites' firstborns while striking down the firstborns of the Egyptians. 


The Hebrew term "maschit" used i \ ep ear 
in the text can be translated as SN AN LAs é hy PAS S ON. E R 
"destroyer" or "exterminator." te ' J EE ENS R 
There is ambiguity in the text 3A aS, 
about the exact nature of this ; 4 
figure. It is not explicitly identified cf 
as an angel or a separate entity 
sent by Yahweh, nor is it clearly 
stated to be Yahweh himself ina 
direct action. However, some see 
it as a divine agent (an Angel of 
destruction) carrying out 
Yahweh's judgment, while others 
view it as an aspect of Yahweh's 
direct intervention. 


ras 
Sos 


The Epistle to the Hebrews in the New Testament refers back to this event and labels this figure as "the destroyer" 
(Greek: "Olothreuton"). This reference, made from a Christian theological perspective, emphasizes the destructive 
role played by this figure in the Exodus narrative. 


E: So these mighty angels were also known for slaughtering humans? 

D: That seems to be the case. Some angels clearly engaged in mass slaughter. 

E: Didn’t Yahweh show any mercy? 

D: Well, the angel extends his hand towards Jerusalem, Yahweh, feeling compassion for the people, commands the 
angel to stop. This moment signifies a shift from divine wrath to mercy, which is a bit peculiar, considering how 
uncompromising he usually acts. 

On to the story. The text locates the angel at the threshing floor of Araunah (Ornan in Chronicles) the Jebusite, which 
is on Mount Moriah. This specific geographical reference adds a tangible and concrete element to the narrative. 
David sees the angel, which is a significant detail as it gives a physical manifestation to what might otherwise be 
considered a symbolic or metaphoric representation of God's will. 

David, recognizing his responsibility for the census and the resulting plague, pleads with God to spare the people. He 


is instructed to build an altar on Araunah's threshing floor. This action, and the subsequent purchase of the land and 
building of the altar, is narrated with historical detail, adding to the story's concreteness. 
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The account in the first Book of Chronicles adds further details, 
such as David seeing the angel standing between heaven and 
earth (suspended in the air?), and the reactions of Araunah and 
his children. These elements enhance the vividness of the 
scene. 


The story notes the lasting psychological impact on David, who 
is afraid to approach the usual place of consulting Yahweh 
because of his fear of the angel. 


in his hand; 
against Jerusalem. 


i Gpronicles2 E: This seems to stand in very stark contrast to the portrayal of 


God in the New Testament, wouldn’t you agree? 


D: Certainly, one could argue that the God of the Old Testament, 
who sends a devastating plague upon Israel, demonstrates a nature that seems starkly different from the God of love 
and mercy preached by Jesus. The Old Testament portrayal could be seen as emphasizing justice, punishment, and 
retribution, whereas Jesus in the New Testament focuses on love, forgiveness, and grace. 


The argument might further emphasize that the Old Testament often portrays God as a divine judge, in the form of 
the fierce Yahweh-character, who enforces strict justice, sometimes through severe punishments like plagues or 
wars. In contrast, Jesus’ teachings in the New Testament revolve around a God of unconditional love and boundless 
mercy, who seeks to forgive rather than punish. 


Yahweh using Evil Spirits 

E: I've been pondering this idea that Yahweh could be 
equated with a demon, given his brutal actions in the 
Bible. It's a pretty radical suggestion, isn't it? 


D: Indeed, it's a provocative suggestion that challenges 
conventional religious beliefs. Several instances in the 
Bible illustrate Yahweh using evil spirits to fulfill his 
purposes, as seen in Judges 9:23, | Kings 22:21-22, and | 
Samuel 16:14, 18:10, and 19:9. For example, | Samuel 
16:14 states: 

"The Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul, and an evil 


spirit from the Lord troubled him." 1 Samuel 16:14 KJV 
, But the Spirit of the LORD departed 
from Saul, and an evil spirit from 
This raises questions about Yahweh's nature. If he the LORD troubled him. 


embodies goodness, why would he remove a 
benevolent spirit from Saul and replace it with a malevolent one? Such actions contradict the notion of a wholly 
good deity. 


In the absence of a devil figure in early Hebrew tradition, it was Yahweh who was seen as the source of all, including 
evil. St. Paul, in the New Testament, references the devil as the lord of this world, implying a shift in the 
understanding of evil's origin. 


E: And Yahweh's actions often contradict his own laws? 
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D: Yes. For instance, while the Ten Commandments prohibit killing, Yahweh orders the mass killing (Genocide) of 
entire populations, as seen in Deuteronomy 20:16-17. Such actions challenge the morality traditionally attributed to 
Yahweh: 


"But in the cities of the nations the LORD your God is 


While the people of giving you as an inheritance, do not leave alive 
Israel were in the anything that breathes. Completely destroy them— 
wilderness, they found the Hittites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites, 
aman and Jebusites—as the LORD your God has 
GATHERING STICKS commanded you." 

on the SABBATH day. 


(Num 15.32) This directive is part of a broader set of laws 
regarding warfare and outlines a policy of complete 
destruction for certain peoples in the cities that the 


Israelites would conquer. 


E: There's also the story in Numbers about the man stoned for 
gathering sticks on the Sabbath, right? 


D: Yes, that story in Numbers 15:32-36 illustrates Yahweh's 
harshness and lack of compassion for even minor transgressions. 
It's another instance that challenges our perception of Yahweh. The 
verses read: 


"While the Israelites were in the wilderness, a man was found 
gathering wood on the Sabbath day. Those who found him gathering 
wood brought him to Moses and Aaron and the whole assembly, and 
they kept him in custody, because it was not clear what should be 
done to him. Then Yahweh said to Moses, 'The man must die. The 
whole assembly must stone him outside the camp.' So the assembly 
took him outside the camp and stoned him to death, as the LORD 
commanded Moses." 


In this account, the punishment for what might be seen as a minor infraction—gathering wood on the Sabbath—is 
severe and absolute. The man is brought before Moses and Aaron, and ultimately, the fate of the man is decided by 
Yahweh Himself, who commands that he be put to death by stoning. 


This passage highlights several aspects of Yahweh's character as depicted in the Hebrew Bible. First, it underscores 
the seriousness with which Sabbath observance was treated in the Israelite community. The Sabbath was considered 
a sacred day of rest, and violating its sanctity was seen as a grave offense. 


Second, the story reflects Yahweh's strict enforcement of the laws He had given to the Israelites. There is no room 
for leniency or mercy in this instance, despite the seemingly minor nature of the offense. The man's execution for 
gathering wood on the Sabbath serves as a stern warning to the Israelite community about the consequences of 
disobeying Yahweh's commandments. 
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Job's Torments 
E: And what about the story of Job? 


| * SATAN the DEVIL, 
D: The story of Job offers another perspective on Yahweh's character. WALKS the EARTH 


Job, a devout and faithful man, is subjected to extreme suffering, 
including the loss of his family, possessions, and health. The Bible asa HuMAN BEING; 
indicates that Yahweh, in collaboration with Satan, inflicts these 
torments on Job. This collaboration prompts the question: if a child is a PERSON! 
handed over by their parents to someone who then tortures them, = 
aren't the parents complicit in the cruelty? In enlisting Satan to 
torment Job, Yahweh's actions are arguably as reprehensible as those 
of a devil or demon. 


Further, the relationship between Yahweh and Satan is complex and 
sometimes contradictory. After the Garden of Eden, Satan is 
supposedly punished and condemned to crawl on his belly. However, 
later in the Bible, during a conversation with Yahweh, Satan mentions 
"walking about in the earth." This inconsistency suggests a dynamic 
between Yahweh and Satan that is not straightforward, akin to a 
police officer who colludes with a bank robber for personal gain. This 
analogy portrays a partnership where the true nature of the 


relationship and actions is obscured from public view. 


Samael — The Blind God 


E: | came across something about Yahweh in ancient Christian Gnostic texts. They suggest he might have Jost sight of 
his symbolic nature, believing himself to be a literal entity. What can you tell me about that? 


D: Yes. This is illustrated in a narrative where 
Yahweh proclaims his divinity, only to be corrected 


. by a voice identifying him as ‘Samael’, a term 


.\ ou translating to ‘blind god’. This epithet implies a 
be lack of awareness of the broader, infinite Light of 
4 which Yahweh is merely a specific, historical 


expression. This misperception is considered a 
significant error, a kind of spiritual hubris. 


E: That's quite a different view from the traditional 
one. And what about the Garden of Eden 


The Venomiof God 


Rooted from Jewish lore, Samael is thought to have a multitude of services narrative? 
including the collection of lost souls, tempting man and destroying sinners. 


D: The Eden story indeed raises questions about Yahweh's intentions and wisdom. Placing the Tree of Knowledge in 
the garden and then forbidding Adam and Eve from eating its fruit, given his omniscience, sets a trap for inevitable 
human failure. This act casts doubt on Yahweh's nature and foresight. 


E: So, Yahweh's portrayal in this story contrasts with the idea of an all-knowing, benevolent deity? 


D: Exactly. The act of creating the tree, prohibiting its fruit, and then punishing Adam and Eve for succumbing to 
temptation indicates a lack of foresight or compassion. It portrays Yahweh more as an imposter or a flawed deity, 
challenging our understanding of divine wisdom and justice. 
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E: And the banishment from Eden, was it just a punishment? 


D: The story implies it was more than that. The banishment also seems to be a measure to prevent Adam and Eve 
from accessing the Tree of Life, further complicating our understanding of Yahweh's intentions and the divine plan. 


The Serpent and the Expulsion 


from Eden 
E: What about the serpent's role in all this? 


D: The serpent's role in the Eden narrative is 
another point of contention. By encouraging : ie 
Adam and Eve to eat from the Tree of i . : cs 

Knowledge, the serpent arguably granted A ¢ 

them wisdom, the ability to discern good 

from evil. This act, traditionally seen as DNA iS NGI N EF | te 
deceitful, could also be interpreted as a gift 


of enlightenment. This perspective challenges 
traditional interpretations of the serpent's role and the nature of wisdom. 


Furthermore, the biblical account of Yahweh's warning that eating the fruit would lead to immediate death contrasts 
with the actual outcome, where Adam and Eve gain knowledge instead. This discrepancy raises questions about 
truthfulness and deception in the narrative, particularly regarding the roles of Yahweh and the serpent. 


Finally, the identification of the serpent with Satan is a later development in biblical interpretation. In the original 
Eden narrative, the serpent is not explicitly equated with Satan, inviting reconsideration of both figures' roles and 
characteristics in the biblical texts. 


E: Regarding Adam and Eve, if they had stayed in Eden longer, would they have frequently eaten from the Tree of 
Life? 


D: That's a possibility. After eating from the Tree of Knowledge, they might have gained insight into who deceived 
them and perhaps even sampled the Tree of Life during their expulsion. Their exceptionally long lifespans, around 
900 years, suggest some exposure to life-extending elements. This effect seemed to diminish over generations, likely 
due to reduced access to such benefits. 


E: So, Yahweh's decision to banish them was deliberate? 


D: Yes, it appears to be a calculated act by Yahweh to prevent their continued consumption of the Tree of Life. The 
significant lifespans following their brief interaction with the tree hint at its potent properties. 


E: This portrayal of Yahweh seems to favor death over life, doesn't it? 
D: Exactly. Yahweh's role in the narrative suggests a preference for mortality and suffering, which starkly contrasts 
with the image of a benevolent deity. His actions in some biblical passages raise ethical questions, especially when 


compared to Satan's actions. 


Satan, typically characterized as deceptive and mischievous, is not depicted in the Bible as directly responsible for 
mass deaths or cruelty on the scale attributed to Yahweh. The biblical record, when tallied for lives lost, suggests a 
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disparity between the actions of Yahweh and Satan, leading to a provocative reevaluation of their respective roles 
and characteristics. 


This perspective challenges conventional religious beliefs, and could be seen as controversial, especially among 
fundamentalist Christians. The comparison between Yahweh and Satan in this context invites reflection on the nature 
of divine and moral authority. 


The historical role of the Church in 
suppressing knowledge and 
innovation is another critical aspect. 
The Church's resistance to the 
printing press, a tool for 
disseminating knowledge, and its 
persecution of figures like Jon Hus, 
highlight a pattern of intellectual 
repression. The Church's actions 
against scientific discoveries, such as 
those by Pythagoras, Aristarchus, and 
Eratosthenes, further exemplify this 
trend. The destruction of the Library 
of Alexandria and the suppression of 
Greek philosophy under Christianity illustrate a long-standing opposition to the advancement of knowledge. 


The Church's resistance to various scientific and intellectual advancements, including astronomy, geology, biology, 
and even the heliocentric model of the solar system, as seen in the case of Galileo, underscores a history of 
opposition to progress and enlightenment. This stance was ostensibly aimed at maintaining control and authority 
over the populace by limiting their access to knowledge. 


Hypatia of Alexandria 

E: This brings to mind Hypatia of Alexandria, a renowned 
scholar in the late classical period, who made significant 
contributions in mathematics, philosophy, and astronomy. 
She was apparently killed by a Christian mob due to 
opposition to scientific advancements. What do you know 
about it? 


D: Well, | know that she born around 370 C.E., she held a 
professorship at the University of Alexandria and 
collaborated in the development of an astrolabe 
prototype. And yes, like you said, her tragic death in 415 
C.E. by a Christian mob, really did symbolize the growing 
conflict between Christianity and Pagan culture. 


E: But | guess the Gnostics, who were prominent in this era, opposed the emerging Christian doctrines? 
D: Yes, they rejected the notion that suffering had redemptive value and the need for a superhuman savior. This led 


to clashes with early Christians who were advocating the Judeo-Christian redeemer complex. The Gnostics' vision was 
more aligned with mysticism and a sacred connection with the Earth, symbolized by Sophia, the wisdom goddess. 
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The murder of Hypatia highlights the violent resistance to Gnostic teachings and underscores the struggle between 
different spiritual paradigms of the time. The conflict between Gnosticism and Christianity significantly influenced the 
course of religious and cultural development in the ancient world. 


E: How does all this relate to Adam and Eve's story? 


D: In the context of Adam and Eve, Yahweh's actions can be interpreted as an attempt to keep them ignorant and 
subservient by limiting their access to knowledge and longevity. In contrast, the serpent's role in granting them 
awareness can be seen as an act of liberation from enforced ignorance. 


E: So, the history of knowledge suppression by religious institutions and the benefits of spreading intelligence and 
critical thinking invite a reexamination of knowledge, faith, and authority? 


D: Precisely. It encourages us to thoughtfully examine religious and historical narratives and the impact of 
institutional control on human progress and enlightenment. 


A Tale of Violence 
E: The numerous accounts of violence and bloodshed in the Bible, seems quite intense compared to other historical 
or literary records. 


D: Yes, the Old Testament is particularly known for its portrayal of violence. When we discuss Yahweh, the deity 
presented in these texts, it's crucial to understand that describing him as ‘bad' isn't a modern-day compliment. The 
term 'bad' used in contemporary slang sometimes has a positive connotation, but that's far from the case with 
Yahweh's depiction in these narratives. 


E: How does Yahweh compare to deities 
from other world religions? 


D: Yahweh's portrayal as a stern or 
sometimes malevolent deity isn't unique. 
Other historical deities, like Jupiter in 
Greek and Roman mythology, Fohi/Fuxi 
from Chinese lore, Ormuzd/Zohak of 
Persian beliefs, Brahm in Hinduism, 
Shamash from Babylonia, and Osiris in 
Egyptian mythology, have been viewed as 
strict or harsh. 


E: The concept of a perfect God is often China: Fohi/Fuxi Persia: Ormuzd/Zohak Babylonia: Shamash 


central to religious beliefs. However, 

examining the character of Yahweh in the Old Testament, one might question his perfection. He appears, in many 
instances, as an entity who reacts harshly to his own creations' imperfections, punishing them instead of guiding or 
correcting them. Wouldn’t you agree? 


D: Yes. Yahweh’s approach to the wickedness on Earth, particularly the decision to send a devastating flood, which we 
already touched upon, raises questions about his omniscience and benevolence. If Yahweh was truly all-knowing, he 
would have anticipated the failure of his creations and could have devised a more constructive solution than mass 
extermination. 
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The story of the Garden of Eden further illustrates this point. Like we previously discussed, If Yahweh was omniscient, 
he would have foreseen the eventual downfall of Adam and Eve and the serpent's role in it. The rationale behind 
creating the garden, only to have it fail as part of a divine test, seems counterintuitive for an all-knowing deity. 


E: Yahweh's actions extend to the animal kingdom too, right? 


D: Yes. The flood resulted in the death of countless innocent animals, which had no part in human sinfulness. This 
indiscriminate destruction challenges the notion of a loving and just God. 


E: The lack of explicit references to heaven and hell in the Old Testament further complicates Yahweh's portrayal, 
doesn't it? 


D: Yes, it suggests either an initial lack of concern for the afterlife or a later development of these concepts. 

The Old Testament's lack of explicit references to heaven and hell further complicates Yahweh's portrayal. The 
introduction of heaven and hell in later religious texts can be seen as a way to reframe Yahweh's image, shifting 
him from a vengeful deity to a more 
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benevolent figure in the context of eternal 
salvation and damnation. 


E: And what about the story of the Israelites’ 
journey through the desert? Does it question 
Yahweh's omnipotence? 


D: Yes, | would say so. The Israelites traveled 
through the desert for 40 years before 
reaching the Promised Land. This narrative 
includes instances where Yahweh seemingly 
hesitates or avoids battles, implying a lack of 
omnipotence. 


Additionally, the story of the Exodus is marked by Yahweh's intervention in hardening Pharaoh's heart. This action 
appears counterproductive, as it prolongs the Israelites’ captivity. An all-powerful deity might be expected to liberate 
the enslaved directly, rather than engaging in a series of escalating plagues and miracles. 


Plagues, frogs, lice, and flies 

E: I've been thinking about Yahweh's methods in the Old Testament, like 
causing frog and lice infestations. Doesn't this seem odd for an all-powerful 
deity? 


D: Indeed, Yahweh's actions, especially in the Exodus narrative, contrast with 
traditional ideas of omnipotence. 

The plagues of Egypt, as described in the Bible, further illustrate this point. 
The initial attempts by Moses and Aaron to impress Pharaoh with magical 
feats, like turning a staff into a serpent, seem almost trivial for an 
omnipotent being. The subsequent plagues, including turning water into blood, infestations of frogs, lice, and flies, 
and the affliction of diseases and darkness, suggest a gradual escalation of power rather than an immediate, 
decisive act of liberation. 


< 
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This series of events can be seen as a kind of divine 
manipulation or a display for effect, rather than efficient, 
compassionate action. The repeated hardening of Pharaoh’s 
heart by Yahweh, even when Pharaoh seems inclined to 
release the Israelites, points to a deity seemingly more 
interested in demonstrating power than in swiftly resolving 
the plight of his people. 


The narrative portrays Yahweh as employing somewhat 
bizarre methods to assert dominance, like causing 
’ infestations of frogs and lice, rather than utilizing his 

“Sa i supposed omnipotence to directly achieve his aims. This 
portrayal stands in contrast to traditional conceptions of an all-powerful deity. 


The final plague, the death of the firstborn in Egypt, is particularly troubling in this context. Yahweh's instruction for 
the Israelites to mark their doorposts with lamb's blood to avoid this plague, while effective, underscores a 
willingness to cause widespread suffering and death, even among the innocent, as a means to an end. 


E: How would Yahweh be viewed by modern legal and moral standards? 


D: If Yahweh's actions as depicted in the Old Testament were to be 
judged by modern legal and moral standards, he might well be seen as 
culpable for various offenses, including those against children. \n 
contemporary society, even the most hardened criminals often exhibit 
a moral code that condemns harm to children. This moral code is 
notably in contrast with some actions attributed to Yahweh in the Bible, 
particularly during events like the Passover, where the death of 
firstborn Egyptian children was a key element. This is really in stark 
contrast to Jesus' message about not harming children: 


Christ said, "Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me 
to sin, it would be better for him to have a great millstone fastened 
around his neck and drowned in the depth of the sea” (Matthew 18:6) 


E: So, there's an ethical dilemma in celebrating such events? 


D: Precisely. While Passover is a celebration of life and liberation in Jewish tradition, it's also tied to divine retribution 
that resulted in the death of innocent children. Recognizing this aspect might challenge modern perspectives on the 
celebration. 


The Israelis and the Stockholm Syndrome 
E: And Yahweh's relationship with the Israelites? 


D: It's complex. They were freed from Egyptian bondage but then became bound to a deity demanding strict 
obedience, with severe consequences for disobedience. It’s like trading one form of servitude for another. It’s a kind 


of Stockholm syndrome, if you know what | mean? 


E: | know what it is, but perhaps you can explain to the readers what Stockholm Syndrome is, and how it might relate 
to the relationship between Yahweh and the Israelites. 
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D: Certainly. Stockholm Syndrome is a 
psychological response where hostages 
or abuse victims develop a bond with 
their captors or abusers, often showing 
loyalty despite adverse circumstances. 
It usually arises in situations of 
powerlessness and dependency. 


E: So how does that apply to Yahweh 
and the Israelites? 


Feeling emotionally’ Feeling pity for | Sharing the Believing in 


connectedto =  theabuser | abusers' values: the abuser's 
D: Well, it's a complex comparison. the abuser humanity 
When the Israelites were freed from 
Egyptian bondage, they were 
essentially rescued by Yahweh. This 
could create a strong initial bond of 
gratitude, similar to a hostage feeling 
relief towards a captor. k 
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D: Yes, after their liberation, Yahweh required strict obedience from the Israelites, under threat of severe 
consequences for disobedience. This is somewhat akin to a captor imposing strict rules on hostages. The Israelites, 
now dependent on Yahweh for survival, guidance, and sustenance, may have developed a bond similar to that seen 
in the Stockholm Syndrome. 


E: So, they remained loyal to Yahweh despite the hardships? 


D: Exactly. The Israelites often remained loyal to Yahweh, even when 
facing various adversities and strict demands. This loyalty, despite 
harsh treatment, mirrors the paradoxical loyalty of hostages to their 
captors in Stockholm Syndrome scenarios. | would say that most 
people in the modern world, still suffer, from some variation of 
Stockholm syndrome. 


E: How so? 


D: Well, citizens may sometimes display a form of loyalty to their 
governing bodies, even when these institutions implement policies 
that might not be in the best interest of the public. This loyalty could 
stem from a sense of national identity, cultural heritage, or the belief 
that compliance is necessary for survival and stability, even in the face 
of adverse government actions. 


OM E: Similar to the relationship people have with religions, multinational 
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D: | would say so. Adherents of various religious institutions continue 
to demonstrate unwavering faith and allegiance, despite 
encountering doctrines or practices that may be seen as restrictive 
or punitive. This loyalty may be driven by a deep-seated belief in the 
religion's teachings, fear of divine retribution, or the community and 
identity that religion provides. People still blindly follow the religious 
institutions and their decrees, even if they are based on 
misinterpretations and false assumptions; such as the reality of the 
origin of the Abrahamic beliefs, which we question here. 


BIT HARSH... 


Would people still identify as Jews or Muslims if they knew that there 
is no "God" in the Old Testament, only a vengeful psychopathic being, 
demon or alien called Yahweh? That's the real situation with 
Stockholm Syndrome if you ask me, but we should refer to it as 
"Elohim Denial Syndrome", because that's what it really is. It is a total 
delusion, a grand manipulation that people must wake up from if we 
are ever to have peace on this earth. 


E: And consumers remain loyal to certain brands or corporations, despite evidence of unethical practices, such as 
exploitation of workers or environmental damage. A loyalty that can be influenced by effective marketing, brand 
attachment, or a belief that there are no viable alternatives, right? 


D: Yes, exactly. And in the realm of media, individuals continue to consume and trust certain news sources, even 
when faced with evidence of bias, misinformation, or sensationalism. This due to a comfort in having one's 
viewpoints reinforced, a sense of dependency on specific media for information, or a feeling of powerlessness to 
seek out alternative, reliable sources. The stifling of free speech and censorship is also a big part of this, for sure. 


E: What about the promises Yahweh made to figures like Abraham, and the history of the Israelite nation? 


D: Well, the promises made by Yahweh to figures like Abraham, as recorded in the Bible, also raise questions about 
divine reliability. These promises, such as the granting of vast lands and making Abraham's descendants a great 
nation, were either unfulfilled or fulfilled in ways that diverge significantly from the initial promise. 


Furthermore, the history of the Israelite nation, as depicted in 
the Bible, is marked by periods of suffering and subjugation to 
various empires, despite promises of divine protection. This 
historical narrative does not consistently align with the idea of 
an omnipotent, protective deity. 


E: How does the Old Testament treat women and children? 


D: Well, the treatment of women and children in the Old 
Testament reflects cultural and societal norms of the time, which 
are vastly different from modern values. The portrayal of 
women as unclean or less valued, particularly in the context of 
childbirth and gender, highlights a stark contrast with 
contemporary views on gender equality and the sanctity of 
motherhood. 
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E: In summary, Yahweh's character in the Old Testament is quite challenging by today's standards? 


D: Yes, if judged by modern standards, Yahweh's character presents ethical and moral complexities. These narratives 
prompt reflection on how ancient texts align with contemporary values of justice, compassion, and divine 
benevolence. 


Wrath over Wisdom 
E: I've been thinking about wisdom as a key attribute of a deity, but some actions of Yahweh seem to contradict this. 
Is that your view as well? 


D: Absolutely. Yahweh's response to their rebellion—opening the earth to swallow them and their families, and 
sending fire to kill 250 sympathizers —indicates wrath rather than wisdom. This reaction certainly raises doubts 
about his capacity for compassion and understanding. 


E: Can you please expand on those events. 


D: Certainly. The story involving Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, and their rebellion against Moses and Aaron, as 
recounted in the Book of Numbers Chapter 16, is a vivid example of divine wrath in the Hebrew Bible. This narrative 
not only illustrates the consequences of challenging divine authority but also serves as a complex reflection on 
themes of leadership, faith, and punishment. 


E: Can you give me some relevant verses that highlight these themes? 

D: Sure. | can give you a couple to illustrate this. 

Rebellion and Divine Response: "And the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them up, with their households 
and all the people who belonged to Korah and all their goods. So they and all that belonged to them went down alive 


into Sheol, and the earth closed over them, and they perished from the midst of the assembly" (Numbers 16:32-33, 
ESV). 


E: Sounds like an earthquake to me. What about the . And the earth opened its 
punishment of the men who had sided with Korah, : mouth and swallowed them 
Dathan, and Abiram? i ie up, with their households 

: and all the people who 
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described like this: "And fire came out from the =! went down alive into Sheol, 
Lord and consumed the 250 men offering the % and the earth closed over 
incense" (Numbers 16:35, ESV). This passage 
describes the punishment of the 250 men who had 
sided with Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, 
demonstrating the severe consequences of opposing 


them, and they perished 
from the midst of the 

assembly....and fire came 
out from the Lord and 


consumed the 250 men 
what was perceived as God's chosen leadership. > : offering the incense. 


E: And isn't "the anger of the Lord" a recurring phrase in the Old Testament? 


D: Yes, it appears frequently, suggesting that anger is a characteristic trait of Yahweh*. This is quite the contrast to 
the wisdom often associated with divinity. It's strikingly different from what Ecclesiastes says about the folly of anger. 
(* An analysis of the Bible shows that the Old Testament contains 375 instances in which God is described as being 
angry. The New Testament has one reference where the word anger is used in connection with Jesus Christ). 
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Chapter 7 
Suppression of the Female 


Yahweh and his wife - Asherah 
E: Is it true that Yahweh had a wife? 


D: Yes, that seems to be the case. The idea that Yahweh, the God of Israel, had a consort, often identified as Asherah, 
comes from archaeological findings and ancient inscriptions. Evidence from some ancient Near Eastern cultures, 
including early Israelite religion, suggests that Yahweh was worshipped alongside Asherah, a mother goddess and 
deity of fertility. 


E: Who was Asherah? 


D: Asherah was revered as a mother goddess and a deity of fertility. Her worship was 
widespread in the region and she played a significant role in the religious practices of several 
ancient cultures, including the Canaanites. She was considered the mother of gods, associated 
with life, growth, trees, and groves, which were sacred to her. In some traditions, she was also 
a goddess of the sea and protector of children and families. 


E: What was Asherah's relationship with El in Canaanite mythology? 

D: In Canaanite mythology, Asherah was considered the consort of El, the precursor to 
Yahweh, and chief god of the Canaanite pantheon. El was a creator deity and the head of the 
divine assembly. This pairing of Asherah and El as consort and chief deity is similar to other 


ancient Near Eastern divine pairings. 


E: Didn’t El/Yahweh also have a son? 


D: Yes. Hadad, also known as Baal, is identified as El's major son and associated with Jupiter. He is the god of 
storms and fertility, vital for agriculture. Like El, Hadad is symbolized by the bull, representing power and virility, 
especially in relation to storms and rain. 


E: Is it true that El had a kind of sanctuary in the desert, where he lived with his family? 

D: Yes. El's desert sanctuary, where he lives with his children and two wives, is significant in Canaanite myths. This 
has led to speculation that El, or Yahweh as he is later called, might have originally been worshipped as a desert god, 
considering the desert as a place of refuge and spiritual importance. 

E: How did the worship of El and Asherah relate to early Israelite religion? 

D: The earliest Israelites emerged within this Canaanite cultural and religious environment. Initially, their religious 


practice likely included the worship of El alongside other deities. The name "EI" appears in various forms in ancient 
Israelite culture, hinting at this early religious syncretism, including in personal names like "Isra-el" and "Elijah". 
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(El-i-jah, meaning "Yahweh is El" or "El is Yahweh"). This is why many 
words to this day starts with El, like El-ect, El-ite, El-der etc. El is 
often associated with the planet Saturn. 


E: Were there any symbols associated with Asherah? 


D: Yes. One of her primary symbols was the Asherah pole or tree, a 
sacred object or wooden pole often erected in places of worship, 
reflecting her association with fertility and nature. 


E: Was Asherah worshipped as an equal to Yahweh? 


D: Archaeological and textual evidence suggests that Asherah was 
initially worshipped alongside Yahweh in ancient Israel. However, as 
monotheistic Yahweh-ism took hold, the worship of Asherah was 
condemned and suppressed. References to Asherah in the Hebrew 
Bible are generally negative, reflecting religious reforms aimed at 


establishing the exclusive worship of Yahweh. 
E: What does the Bible say about Canaanite religious practices, including Asherah worship? 


D: In Exodus 34:12-15, Yahweh warns the Hebrews against engaging with the Canaanites, including intermarriage and 
adopting their religious practices. This includes instructions to destroy Canaanite religious symbols such as altars, 
pillars, and Asherah poles. 


E: What archaeological evidence supports the worship of Asherah alongside Yahweh? 


D: Significant evidence includes inscriptions from Kuntillet Ajrud in the Sinai 
Peninsula and Khirbet el-Qom in Judah. These inscriptions, dating to the 8th 
century BCE, refer to “Yahweh and his Asherah,” suggesting that Asherah was 
considered a consort or associated deity of Yahweh at that time. 


E: Are there biblical references to Asherah's worship in Israel? 


D: Yes, for example, in the Book of Kings, there are mentions of Asherah poles 
being erected in the temple in Jerusalem and other high places (1 Kings 14:23, 2 
a Kings 17:10, 2 Kings 21:7), for instance, an Asherah pole stood in front of 
Solomon's Temple for a considerable period. These references are typically in the 
context of religious reforms aimed at removing idolatrous practices, including the 
worship of Asherah. 


AND FOLK RELIGION 


IN ANCIENT ISRAEL 


E: Have any artifacts been found that are linked to Asherah worship? 


D: Archaeological excavations across ancient Israel have unearthed clay figurines and other artifacts that some 
scholars interpret as representations of Asherah*. These figurines, often depicting female forms, might have been 
used in domestic cultic practices. 

(* "Did God Have a Wife? Archaeology and Folk Religion in Ancient Israel" by William G. Dever - Focusing on folk 
religion as opposed to official state religion, Dever explores evidence for the worship of Asherah alongside Yahweh, 
shedding light on the henotheistic aspects of early Israelite religion). 
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Rejection of Female Divinities 
E: Can you explain the significance of female deities like Ishtar, and Asherah in ancient Near Eastern civilizations? 


D: Certainly. In many ancient societies, goddesses such as Ishtar were central, embodying fertility, love, and 
sexuality. They represented the earth, fertility, and the cyclical nature of life, suggesting societies that valued the 
feminine divine's association with creation and sustenance. 


E: How did the Hebrews' monotheistic worship of a male God differ from these practices? 


D: The Hebrews introduced a fundamentally different 
worldview with their worship of Yahweh. Unlike the 
polytheistic traditions that saw deities as part of nature, 
Yahweh was transcendent, omnipotent, and the sole deity. 
The Hebrews' conquest of Canaan and the subsequent 
subjugation of its people can be seen as not only a political 
and military victory but also a profound cultural and religious 
transformation. This transformation led to the suppression of 
the worship of female deities and the serpent, a symbol 
often associated with them, which represented wisdom, 
fertility, and connection to the earth. 


E: How does authors in comparative mythology interpret 
these mythological narratives, such as the Garden of Eden? 


D: Joseph Campbell suggests that stories like the Garden of 
Eden can be seen as reinterpretations of older myths that 
featured goddesses and serpents symbolizing wisdom and 
life*. In this new context, the serpent is vilified, and Eve's 
actions are framed negatively, reflecting a shift towards 
male dominance and the subordination of women. 

(* See: The Power of Myth, a book based on the 1988 PBS 
documentary) 


E: What were the broader societal implications of shifting from female-centric to male-centric religious values? 

D: This shift had profound effects, devaluing qualities associated with the feminine divine, such as nurturance, 
wisdom, and fertility, and elevating those tied to the masculine divine, such as authority and conquest. It contributed 
to the marginalization of women in various spheres, establishing patriarchal structures that have lasted for 
millennia. 

E: Could the world have been different if goddesses like Ishtar had remained central to our societies? 

D: It's an interesting thought experiment. A world guided by values associated with the feminine—cooperation, 
nurturance, and respect for nature—might have fostered different societal organization and ethics. Though 


speculative, it invites us to consider alternative social models. 


E: How does the transition from Asherah to Yahweh specifically illustrate these broader changes? 
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D: The move from polytheistic worship, including Asherah alongside Yahweh, to exclusive monotheism reflects a 
significant cultural shift. It wasn't just about reducing the number of gods; it was a profound transformation in divine 
conceptualization, emphasizing Yahweh's exclusivity and setting the stage for societal and gender role changes. 


E: So, would you say the shift from Asherah to Yahweh is emblematic of a larger transition in ancient societies? 


D: Absolutely. This shift was gradual and contested, as indicated by biblical prohibitions against the worship of other 
gods and the destruction of Asherah poles. The prophets of the Hebrew Bible often railed against the worship of 
Asherah and other deities, advocating for the exclusive worship of Yahweh as a part of establishing a distinct Israelite 
identity and religious practice. 


King Josiah's reforms 
E: Can you elaborate on the objectives of King Josiah's reforms in the 7th century BC? 


D: Yes, King Josiah's reforms were primarily focused on centralizing worship in Jerusalem and eradicating idolatry 
and polytheistic practices in Judah. This included the removal and destruction of Asherah poles, which were 
symbols of the worship of deities other than Yahweh. 


E: How did Josiah specifically address the issue of the Asherah pole in the Lord's Temple? 


D: Josiah removed the Asherah pole from the Lord's Temple, 
took it to the Kidron Valley outside Jerusalem, and there he 
burned it, ground it to powder, and dispersed its dust over 
the graves of common people. This act symbolized a 
purification from idolatry and a return to the exclusive 
worship of Yahweh. 


E: Did Josiah's campaign against idolatry extend beyond the 
temple? 


D: Absolutely. Beyond the temple, Josiah smashed sacred 
stones, cut down Asherah poles across the land, and 
desecrated these idolatrous sites by covering them with 
human bones. His comprehensive approach aimed to 
eliminate any remnants of polytheistic worship and reaffirm 
Yahweh's primacy. 


E: What broader impacts did these reforms have on religious practices in Judah? 


D: Josiah's reforms were a radical effort to centralize religious practices in Jerusalem, affirm the covenant between 
Yahweh and Israel, and distinguish Judah from the religious practices of surrounding nations. 


The Bible explicitly states, "You shall have no other gods before me" (Exodus 20:3), underscoring the exclusive 
worship of Yahweh in favor of the worship of other deities (monolatry, rather than monotheism). Further elaboration 
on this commandment can be found in Exodus 20:3-5, which not only forbids the worship of other gods but also 
prohibits making idols and worshipping them. The diminishing of female divine figures in the religious landscape 
paralleled the marginalization of women's roles in religious and societal leadership. 
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Lucifer and the demonization of the Feminine Divine 
E: How did ancient fertility goddesses like Inanna evolve into later deities such as Aphrodite and Venus? 


D: The evolution is a fascinating journey of cultural exchange and syncretism. Inanna, an ancient Sumerian goddess, 
is a precursor to Ishtar in Akkadian and Babylonian cultures. These deities shared similar domains over love, nurture, 
and fertility. As cultures interacted, particularly through trade and conquests, these goddesses' attributes were 
shared and transformed. 


E: So, Ishtar influenced Aphrodite? 


D: Exactly. The Greeks, through their 
interactions with the Near East, encountered 
Ishtar's worship and integrated her 
characteristics into Aphrodite. Aphrodite 
then represented love, beauty, and fertility, 
similar to Ishtar. This blending of traits is a 
prime example of how deities evolved as 
cultures merged their religious ideas. 


E: And then Aphrodite became Venus in 
Rome? 


D: Yes, the Romans assimilated Aphrodite 
into their pantheon as Venus, maintaining 
her essence as the goddess of love, fertility, 


j ; ey = 
and even victory. It's a clear line of cultural ~< “The birth of Venus, by Sandro Botticelli 
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Venus. 


E: How has Venus's symbolism evolved 
across different cultures, particularly from 
Inanna to Aphrodite and Venus? 


D: Initially, Venus symbolized feminine 
qualities like love and beauty, starting with 
Inanna in Sumerian mythology. This 
symbolism was mirrored in Greek and 
Roman cultures with Aphrodite and Venus, 
respectively. However, Venus's 
representation as both the "Morning Star" and the "Evening Star" introduced a duality, transitioning from purely 
feminine attributes to include more complex, even masculinized mythological identities. 


Shell Shell 
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E: Can you explain the Greeks’ interpretation of Venus as Eosphorus and Hesperus and its significance? 


D: Certainly. The Greeks saw Venus as two entities: Eosphorus (or Phosphorus) when it appeared as the morning 
star and Hesperus as the evening star. This differentiation marked an early shift from a unified feminine symbol to a 
more gender-diverse mythological identity, laying groundwork for further reinterpretations by the Romans, who 
named these aspects Lucifer and Vesper, respectively. 
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E: What happened when societies shifted to worship a singular male god? 


D: The shift towards monotheism, especially with the rise of Abrahamic religions, fundamentally changed religious 
practices and societal structures. Worshiping a singular male deity shifted the divine narrative away from the diverse 
polytheistic pantheons, reducing the prominence of female deities and, by extension, altering gender roles and the 
divine's conceptualization. 


E: Did this change affect women's roles in society? 


D: Indeed, it did. The transition to monotheistic religions often reinforced patriarchal structures, with the divine 
feminine aspects being overshadowed. This affected not only how women were viewed in the religious sphere but 
also their societal roles, often leading to more restricted positions. 


E: Was the transition smooth? 


D: Not at all. Many societies experienced syncretism, where old and new beliefs coexisted or even merged. However, 
as monotheistic religions grew dominant, they often sought to suppress polytheistic practices, including the worship 
of fertility goddesses. Yet, this process varied greatly across different regions and periods. 


E: It sounds like the evolution of these deities and the shift to monotheism had profound effects. 


D: Absolutely. These transformations were “ 
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every 8 years forming a Pentagram. 


E: What does it mean that Venus has a “celestial path” that forms a pentagram? 


D: The connection between the pentagram and Venus is rooted in the celestial pattern that Venus traces in the sky 
over an eight-year cycle. During this cycle, if one were to plot the position of Venus at the same time on the same 
date over eight years, the resulting shape would approximate a pentagram, or a five-pointed star. This unique 
astronomical phenomenon ties the pentagram directly to Venus, reinforcing the symbol's association with the planet 


117 


a Cc ri FEE and the deities it represents, such as the Roman 


i s goddess Venus or the Greek goddess Aphrodite, 
The Lightbearer or Morningstar. 


who embody aspects of love, beauty, and 


Bringer of Light of Awareness to Humanity. rity, 
LUCIFERO 


E: How did the transformation of Lucifer into a 
symbol for the Devil reflect the broader cultural 
shift in symbolism? 


D: The name Lucifer, originally associated with 
Venus's morning appearance and meaning 
"light-bringer," became a symbol for the Devil 
in Christian theology. This transformation wasn't 
just linguistic but symbolized the demonization 
of the feminine divine, indicating a significant 
cultural shift within Western religious contexts. 
Interestingly, both Lucifer and Jesus are referred 
to as the "Morning Star," highlighting the 
complexity and fluidity of these symbols over 
time. 


The name “Lucifer” 


E: I've always been curious, where does the name ‘Lucifer' come from? [ Gi m tly eo 
D: The name ‘Lucifer’ actually originates from Latin, combining ‘lux' for Bri ri Ht 
light and ‘ferre', meaning to bring. It translates to ‘light-bringer' or =| 


Morning 


‘morning star', which referred to Venus appearing as the last visible star at 
dawn in ancient Roman astronomy and religion. 


E: And how does 'Lucifer' fit into the Bible? 


D: In the Latin Vulgate Bible, translated by St. Jerome in the late 4th 
century, ‘Lucifer’ appears in Isaiah 14:12. Jerome used it to refer 
specifically to the morning star, or Venus, in a passage that metaphorically "|, JESUS, HAVE SENT MY ANGEL TO 
n * ° GIVE YOU THIS TESTIMONY FOR THE 
describes a fallen Babylonian king. SUBCHKS-1 Ai CHE ROGTAND SE 


OFFSPRING OF DAVID, AND THE 


E: So, the original text wasn't about the Devil? BRS re SENG STAaC RevelaroN 


D: Correct. The original context in Isaiah was a taunt against that 
Babylonian king, described as the morning star fallen from heaven. The 
Hebrew text uses the term 77'n, or 'Helel', meaning ‘shining one’ or 
‘morning star’. Jerome's translation to ‘Lucifer’ directly referenced Venus. 


E: How then did 'Lucifer' come to be associated with Satan? 


D: Early Christian interpreters, reading the passage allegorically, began 
associating the figure mentioned—not just with any king but with Satan's 


narrative of fall from grace. This interpretation was shaped by the broader Jesus and Lucifer: 
= A SINGLE BEING? = 
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Christian theology around the origin of evil and Satan's rebellion against God. 
E: So, 'Lucifer' became a name for the Devil? 


D: Yes, over time, as the narrative of an angelic rebellion and fall from heaven developed, ‘Lucifer’ became widely 
recognized as a name for the Devil pre-fall, embodying his transformation from a bearer of light to a symbol of pride 
and rebellion. 


E: Did literature play a role in this transformation? 


D: Indeed, it did. Works by early Church Fathers and theologians, like Origen and Augustine, expanded on this 
narrative. Additionally, literature, notably Dante's 'Divine Comedy’ and Milton's ‘Paradise Lost', portrayed Lucifer 
vividly, cementing his fall from an angel of light to the ruler of Hell, further popularizing this interpretation among 
the masses. 


Fear of the Female 

E: Why do you think there's a prevalent fear of female 
power within societies, especially those influenced by 
patriarchal systems? 


D: Well, from a psychological perspective, it often boils 
down to power dynamics. The Divine Feminine, 
symbolizing creation and nurturing, embodies a 
formidable force. For individuals feeling insecure or 
powerless, such a potent force can be intimidating. 
Jung’s concepts of the anima and animus suggest that a 
denial or fear of one’s inner femininity might lead to a 
broader societal devaluation of the feminine. 


E: And how does this fear relate to the historical rise of 
patriarchy, particularly in Abrahamic traditions? 


D: Historically, patriarchal structures, including those in Abrahamic faiths, emerged as a means to control or suppress 
female power, possibly as a reaction to its perceived threat. This includes narratives that frame female sexuality and 
reproductive powers in a context that needs to be controlled, reflecting an attempt to assert dominance over what 
is seen as an uncontrollable force. 


E: Is there an element of envy in this fear of female power? 

D: Absolutely. The envy of women’s procreative capabilities highlights a profound recognition of a creative power 
unique to women, which men biologically cannot replicate. This envy can manifest in societal attempts to control or 
diminish female power, aiming to suppress what cannot be directly shared or experienced by men. 

E: Could you elaborate on the notion that divine feminine energies can make men feel out of control? 

D: Yes, the historical vilification and control of women’s sexuality are partly due to its powerful, sometimes 


unsettling, influence on men. This arousal or desire can be intimidating, leading to efforts to suppress or control 
female sexuality, which was once celebrated in earlier societies. 
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E: What does the complex relationship with the maternal 
figure signify in this context? 


D: It harks back to Freudian theories, like the Oedipal 
complex, where the maternal figure embodies the first loss 
and autonomy. This initial separation can foster a mix of 
longing and resentment, which might later influence 
perceptions of female autonomy and power. 


E: How can we address these deep-seated issues and move 
forward? 


> 
~ 
s & a 


D: Promoting a cultural appreciation for both the Divine A N | M oN & A NI M [ T S 


Feminine and Masculine as complementary forces could be 
key. Recognizing and celebrating the inherent power of 
creation and life in the feminine could help alleviate the 
historical fear and envy driving its suppression. 


How to Balance Divine 
Feminine & Masculine Energy 


Mary Magdalene, a Prostitute? 
E: How has the sidelining of the Feminine Principle and figures like Mary Magdalene impacted Christianity's core 
values? 


D: The marginalization of the Feminine Principle and figures such as Mary Magdalene reflects a broader issue where 
patriarchal perspectives have overshadowed more inclusive and compassionate aspects of Christianity. This sidelining 
diminishes women's roles and contributions, limiting the faith's understanding to a predominantly male 
perspective. The preference for canonical gospels over apocryphal ones restricts insights into Jesus's teachings, 
affecting Christianity's embodiment of love, peace, and compassion. 


E: Why is Mary Magdalene often portrayed as a sinner? 


D: Mary Magdalene's portrayal as a sinner stems from early 
Christian interpretations and teachings, especially by Church 
Fathers who conflated her identity with unnamed sinful women 
in the gospels. This characterization was further solidified by 
figures like Pope Gregory the Great in the 6th century, despite a 
lack of biblical evidence for such a depiction, thereby diminishing 
her role as a leading figure in early Christianity. 


E: But didn’t the Essenes have a more balanced view of women? 


D: Yes. The term "Kedushah" in the context of the Essenes, who 
were a Jewish sect, signifies "feminine holiness" or "holy 
woman," indicating a revered status for women within their 
community. Unlike the Essenes, mainstream Judaism did not 
permit women to be priests. In mainstream Judaism, the term 
Kedushah is a slur against women who would enter the 
priesthood, conveying the idea that such a woman is a harlot. So 
the word means both a holy female devotee and harlot. 
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E: Was this slander ever corrected? 


D: The misconception of Mary Magdalene as a prostitute was 
corrected by the Vatican in the 1960s, acknowledging the error 
initiated by Pope Gregory the Great's misinterpretation. Research into 
early Christian Gnostic texts, particularly the Gospel of Mary, 
highlights her significance, challenging previous narratives and 
suggesting her pivotal role among Jesus's disciples. This emerging 
perspective, supported by texts like the Gospel of Thomas and the 
Gospel of Philip, paints Mary as a leader with profound spiritual 
understanding, challenging traditional views on women's roles in 
early Christianity and the priesthood. 


E: Who was Mary Magdalene in the context of the New Testament? 


D: Mary Magdalene, from the village of Magdala near the Sea of 
Galilee, was a prominent figure among Jesus's followers. Unlike 
many of his male disciples, she remained with Jesus during his 

crucifixion, witnessed his burial, and was the first to encounter him after his resurrection, making her the first to 


share the news of this miracle. 
E: How did Mary Magdalene's role compare to the apostles after Jesus's death? 


D: In the early Christian era, Mary Magdalene's status as an "apostle" rivaled that of Peter, attributed to her close 
relationship with Jesus, which some texts hint included intimate physical expressions of affection. After Jesus's death, 
while other disciples grieved and doubted their ability to spread his teachings, Mary Magdalene stood firm, offering 
comfort and reminding them of Jesus's enduring presence and grace. She shared a vision she had of Jesus, 
emphasizing a direct and personal connection that challenged the disciples’ traditional views on gender roles within 
their community. 


Sophia in Christianity Rudolf Steiner 


E: Has there always been a goddess figure within Christianity? : ; : 
Isis Maria Sophia 


D: Yes, various mystic groups like the Gnostics, Essenes, Cathars, and 
others maintained veneration of the Divine Mother, keeping her 
presence alive in Christianity despite efforts to suppress her influence 
by mainstream religious authorities. 


E: You mentioned the Cathars, weren't they genocided by the Catholic 
Church? 


D: Yes. The Albigensian Crusade was a military campaign initiated by 
the Catholic Church in the 13th century against the Cathars, who were 
considered heretical by the Church. The conflict took place primarily in the Languedoc region of southern France and 
was characterized by widespread violence and persecution of the Cathars and their sympathizers. The crusade 
culminated in the siege of the city of Toulouse in 1217, which resulted in the defeat of the Cathars and the imposition 
of Catholic authority in the region. 


E: And hundreds of thousands were killed? 
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D: Yes. Raphael Lemkin, who coined the word 
"genocide" in the 20th century, referred to the 

Albigensian Crusade as "one of the most conclusive T H E CATH ARS 
cases of genocide in religious history". At least 200,000 
to at most 1,000,000 Cathars were slaughtered. 


Christians who believe in 
Reincarnation, Dualism, 


E: What does th d "Cathar" signify? . - R: 
ee ee a and Ascetic Salvation 


D: The word "Cathar' is derived from the Greek word 
katharos, meaning "clean" or "pure." Partially derived 
from earlier forms of Gnosticism, the theology of the 
Cathars was dualistic, a belief in two equal and 
comparable transcendental principles: God, the force of 
good, and the demiurge, the force of evil. Cathars held that the physical world was evil and created by this 
demiurge, which they called Rex Mundi (Latin, "King of the World"). Rex Mundi encompassed all that was corporeal, 
chaotic and powerful. The Cathar understanding of God was entirely disincarnate: they viewed God as a being or 
principle of pure spirit completely unsullied by the taint of matter. He was the God of love, order, and peace. 


E: How was the Goddess expressed in early Christian texts? 


D: Early Christian texts and traditions, some not included in the canonical Bible, often referenced the Goddess. Jesus 
is said to have spoken of the Goddess, but such mentions were either excluded or altered in official biblical 
translations to fit patriarchal narratives. For example, Saying 114 in the Gospel of Thomas has been subject to various 
interpretations regarding gender and divinity. 


E: Who is Sophia in the context of religious texts? 


D: Sophia, or the Spirit of Wisdom, revered in the Old Testament and 
particularly by Solomon, embodies feminine wisdom and is 
celebrated as a manifestation of the divine, showcasing the integral 
role of the feminine in spiritual wisdom and creation. In the Book of 
Proverbs, particularly chapters 8 and 9, Sophia is personified and 
speaks directly, offering guidance and insight. For example, Proverbs 
8:1-36 celebrates Sophia as a pre-existing force that was with God 
at the beginning of creation, emphasizing her role in all acts of 
creation and her importance to living a virtuous life. 


E: And how was Sophia, divine wisdom, viewed by the mystic 
groups? 


D: In Gnosticism, Sophia represents both the human soul's essence 
and a divine feminine aspect. Seen as Jesus's syzygy or counterpart 
(female twin of Jesus), she is often referred to as the Bride of Christ 
and equated with the Holy Spirit within the Gnostic interpretation 
‘ of the Trinity. This portrayal emphasizes the integral role of the 
FIGURE 8.13 feminine divine in spiritual realms and salvation narratives, 
Expulsion of Albigensians from the town of challenging traditional Christian views by presenting a more inclusive 
Carcassone in 1209. _. ; 

and balanced divine partnership. 
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A God who demands submission 
E: The notion of an angry God has often been linked to religious intolerance, | suppose? 


D: For sure. Those who believed in this concept sometimes viewed adherents of other faiths as enemies of God or 
heretics deserving of punishment. This attitude contributed to religious persecution and violence. 


E: In what ways have the notion of a wrathful God, or the fear God's wrath, spurred on religious conflicts? 


D: Throughout history, various religious 
conflicts, including the Crusades and 
religious wars in Europe, were fueled 
by the belief in a vengeful God who 
sanctioned violence against 
unbelievers. Leaders and religious 
authorities used this belief to rally 
support for holy wars. 


The fear of God's wrath has been used 
as a tool for social and religious 
control. Religious leaders and 
institutions sometimes emphasized the 
consequences of divine anger to ensure 


obedience and conformity among their = 
followers. UNCONDITIONAL LOVE CONDITIONAL LOVE 


Worships you forever, regardless Worship him forever or 
of what you believe he'll send you to Hell 


E: How has the idea of a punishing God, 
who demands submission, led to restrictions on human rights? 


D: Well, religious norms, based on the idea of a God that requires submission, can dictate social behavior and lead to 
the exclusion or marginalization of those who do not conform. This can result in social stigmatization or even 
violence against individuals from different faiths, those who dissent from the majority religion, or who are 
considered apostates. 


E: And women's rights under such circumstances? 


D: For example, dress codes enforced by religious laws, such as mandatory headscarves for women in some Islamic 
countries, can limit individuals’ rights to personal freedom and expression. While some women may choose to wear 
headscarves as a part of their faith, others may find these requirements oppressive. 


The Holy Qur’an states clearly that women are to be subordinate to men. Qur’an 4.34: 

“Men stand superior to women in that Allah hath preferred some of them over others, and in that they expend of 
their wealth; and the virtuous women, devoted, careful (in their husbands’) absence, as God has cared for them. But 
those whose perverseness ye fear, admonish them and remove them into bed-chambers and beat them; but if they 
submit to you, then do not seek a way against them; verily, Allah is high and great.” 


In some countries, interpretations of Sharia law have led to restrictions on women's access to education, 
employment, and transportation, making women reliant on men for fundamental rights. 
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Stoned to Death 


Apostasy i False: » Robbery 
D: And of course we have stoning, or Death coe of Chop off 
lapidation, which is a method of capital penalty - 100 lashes : one hand and 
i CRIME AND  yone foot 
punishment where a group throws ~wU  00hUlUUUOMY 
F , . PUNISHMENT “a Shad alae ona 
stones at a person until the subject dies i sep eptepeccnes eA 
relations SP 
from blunt trauma. \t has been attested adultery, premarital sex,, Drinking 
as a form of punishment for grave rape, sodomy - alcohol Theft 
: : eee _ Married-stoningto . ihe 
misdeeds since ancient times. This is dedi. - 80 lashes 
called Hudud within Islam. Unmarried _ Chop off 
- 100 lashes. ; - one hand 
E: That sounds really awful! Is this Murder , 
Hudud still practiced today? GRIME AND 
Siitiaiame Death penalty 
D: Yes. Sad to say, in the 21st century, a\iwits Causing hurt 


hudud, including amputation of limbs, Tee SR An eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth 


is still part of the legal systems of 
Brunei, Iran, Nigeria, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates and Yemen. 


What is an example of Hudud crimes? 


Under Islamic law, Hudud crimes such as apostasy, revolt against the ruler, theft, highway robbery, adultery, slander, 
and drinking alcohol, carry penalties that include the amputation of hands and feet, flogging, and death. 


E: Is stoning a punishment unique to Islam? 


D: No, stoning is not unique to Islam. It was also prescribed as a form of capital punishment in Christianity and other 
religions, though it is no longer practiced in these contexts. In Judaism, particularly in the Old Testament, stoning 
was prescribed for various crimes, including adultery. 


E: How does the Bible address the punishment of stoning for adultery? 


D: The Old Testament prescribes death 
by stoning for adultery among other 
crimes. Leviticus (20:10-12) and 
Deuteronomy (22:22-24) explicitly 
mention stoning as the punishment 
for adultery. However, most Christians 
today do not consider stoning a 
religious teaching, with some pointing 
to acts of Jesus, such as the story in 
John 8:1-11, as evidence that the law 
of stoning has been abolished. 


E: What about the passage involving 
Jesus and the adulterous woman? 


D: Well, the passage in question, in John 7:53-8:11, is a well-known story where Jesus encounters a woman accused 
of adultery. The religious leaders of the time present her to Jesus, expecting Him to uphold the Mosaic Law that 
would condemn her to death by stoning. 
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Instead, Jesus fesponds with Ne famous line, "He who is without sin He who is without 


among you, let him throw the first stone." As they leave one by one, 


| 
Jesus tells the woman that He does not condemn her and instructs her sin let him throw 
to sin no more. i 
the first stone 


E: And this is taken as proof that the law of stoning has been abolished? 


D: Well, yes. The story is often cited as an example of Jesus' teaching on 
judgment, mercy, and forgiveness, contrasting the legalism of the 
Pharisees. This contrast marks a significant shift in how this law should 
be interpreted. 


E: | guess all the channelers and spirit mediums on Yotube these days would be 
stoned immediately if these laws were still in effect? 


D: Probably! Leviticus 20:27 states that a man or woman who is a medium or 
spiritist must be put to death immediately by stoning. This ancient law reflects the 
prohibition against engaging in practices seen as invoking spirits or gods other than 
Yahweh, which was considered anathema to the worship established by the 
covenant. Strangely enough, | haven't seen a single person on Youtube who claims to 
be channeling Yahweh! 


Treatment of women in today's Israel 
E: How would you say ultra-Orthodox influences treat women in Israel today? 


m 4 F . = —*D: I’ve read a book named “The War on Women in Israel”, where the author of the 
THE Wh i book, Elana Maryles Sztokman, presents several key arguments in her examination 


of the treatment of women in Israel, especially within the ultra-Orthodox (Haredi) 


é fi z 
s 
. Wi) M F Hl nd communities. 
ON IN- 


eves banca | i" f A i [ Sztokman argues that Israeli Jewish women, particularly those in religious 


AND THE WOMEN 
FIGHTING FOR FREEQOM 


communities, face systemic subjugation. This includes being ignored, sidelined, 
‘punished, and subjected to male domination in various aspects of life. 


She highlights specific instances of gender segregation and discrimination, such as 
the requirement for women to sit at the back of buses in Haredi territories, enforced 
by both social pressure and violence. Despite legal rulings against such segregation, 
the practice continues, along with increased violence towards women who resist. 


E: And can women participate on the same terms as 
men in society? 


D: No, not really. Sztokman raises concerns about the 
efforts to eliminate women's presence from public 
spaces, including conferences, governing bodies, and 
media. Women are often forced to be invisible in these 
settings, exemplified by the case of two medical 


professionals who were not allowed to appear onstage 
to accept an award. 


125 


In her view, Ultra-Orthodox standards of female modesty lead to verbal and physical abuse against women perceived 
as not conforming to these standards. This extends to public shaming and exclusion from certain jobs and activities. 


E: What about resistance and activism? 


D: Well, despite these challenges, she points out the resilience and activism of Israeli Jewish women and 
organizations fighting for equality. They engage in "freedom rides" and other forms of activism to challenge and 
overcome the subjugation of women. 


From Yahweh to Allah 


E: Since Islam is also an Abrahamic religion, how did Yahweh become Jehovah and finally Allah? 


D: "Allah" is the Arabic word for the Lord and predates Islam. |n the context of Islam, Allah is the singular, being who 
communicated with humanity through prophets, the last of whom is Muhammad (according to Islamic faith). In 
Islam, Allah is the same God worshipped in Judaism and Christianity, emphasizing a continuity of monolatric belief. 


E: Didn’t Christians also call the Lord “Allah”? 


D: Yes. The name "Allah" was also used by Arabic-speaking Christians and Jews before the advent of Islam to refer 
to God. The word "Allah" in Arabic is thought to be derived from the contraction of "al-ilah," which means "the God." 
It is linguistically related to the Aramaic word "Elah" and the Syriac word "Alahd, as well as the Hebrew word "EI" or 
the more commonly used plural form "Elohim". These linguistic connections reflect the shared semitic roots of these 
languages and the common cultural and religious heritage in the region where these languages are or were spoken. 


The use of "Yahweh," "Jehovah," and "Allah" reflects linguistic, cultural, and religious contexts within the Abrahamic 
traditions. While "Yahweh" and "Jehovah" are specific to Jewish and Christian traditions and linguistics, "Allah" is 
used in Islam but essentially refers to the same supreme entity recognized by all three religions. The differences in 
naming are not indicative of different deities but rather different human expressions and understandings of the one 
Lord worshipped by followers of the Abrahamic faiths. 


Physical Angels in the Qur'an 
E: Are there stories of physical angels or divine messengers, even 
in the Qur'an? 


D: Yes. In the Qur'an, there are several instances where angels 
appear in tangible physical forms, particularly in narratives 
involving interactions with humans. | can give you some examples: 


The Story of Mary (Maryam): 

Surah Maryam (19:17-21): The Angel Gabriel appears to Mary in 
the form of a man to announce the birth of Jesus (Isa). The 
passage describes how Mary, seeking solitude, is approached by 
an angel appearing as a perfectly formed human, who then gives 
her the glad tidings of a pure son. Edinburgh University library 


The Prophet Muhammad receiving his first 
revelation from the Angel Gabriel, Tabriz 1307, 


The Visitors of Prophet Abraham (Ibrahim): 
Surah Hud (11:69-70) and Surah Al-Dhariyat (51:24-30): Angels visit Abraham in the form of human guests. 
Abraham, unaware of their angelic nature, offers them hospitality, but he becomes puzzled when they do not eat. 
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The angels then reveal their identity and bring the news of a 
forthcoming son (Isaac) to Abraham and the punishment that would 
befall the people of Lut (Lot). 


The Angels Visiting Prophet Lot (Lut): 

Surah Hud (11:77-81): The same angels who visited Abraham go on 
to visit Lot in the form of young men. The people of Lot's town, 
known for their wickedness, express a malicious interest in the 
guests, leading to the angels revealing their true nature to Lot and 
informing him of the impending doom that would befall the town. 


These instances illustrate, that angels, take on physical, human-like . g 

forms for specific purposes, especially when delivering messages or — 
; p pure resp ; y 8 8 The Prophet Muhammad carried by the 

executing the Lord's commands in the world. arriving at gate of paradise guarded by 


Ridwan, 1360-70, Tabriz, Mi’rajnama, now in Topkapi 
Palace Library. 


Jesus, a defender of women 
E: I've been thinking, considering the male-dominated culture of the Middle East 2,000 years ago, was Jesus’ 
approach to women considered revolutionary? 


D: Absolutely, it was. Despite the prevailing norms where women had few rights 
and were seen as second-class citizens, Jesus’ interactions with women were 
quite radical. He treated women as equals to men, showing them respect and 
compassion that challenged societal conventions. 


E: Can you give me an example of this from the Bible? 


D: Sure, one striking example is from the Gospel of John, where Jesus meets a 
Samaritan woman at a well. Despite the cultural taboos against a man speaking 
to an unknown woman, and especially a Jew speaking to a Samaritan, Jesus 
initiates a conversation with her, offering her ‘living water' for her spiritual thirst 
without condemning her past. 


E: How did Jesus include women in his ministry? 


D: Jesus was inclusive. He healed both men and women and interacted with society's outcasts. For instance, he 
healed an elderly widow's son and showed compassion to a woman who was considered unclean because of her 
menstrual disorder. His closest followers were men, which was culturally appropriate, but he also had many women 
followers who played significant roles in his life and ministry. 


E: Did this approach influence the early Christian church? 

D: Indeed, it did. The early church, following Jesus' example, saw significant contributions from women. Paul, a key 
figure in the early church, acknowledged women like Phoebe, a wealthy businesswoman who supported his work, 
and Priscilla, who, along with her husband Aquila, was instrumental in the growth of the church. 


E: But what about the role of women in the church today? There seems to be some controversy. 


D: That's true. There's a range of views among Christians regarding women's roles in the church. While some 
passages written after Jesus' time suggest restrictions on women's participation in church services, many believe 
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these were specific to the early Christian communities and not applicable today. The majority of Protestant Christians 
now interpret these teachings as context-specific and advocate for equal roles for women in the church. 


Jesus a Feminist? LEONARD SW1DLERS 


E: Was Jesus feminist? 


D: Well, the creation of Eve, as described in Genesis, highlights that 
humanity could only fully reflect God's image with her creation, implying 
an essential role for women in humanity's identity. This notion suggests 
that God views women as equal to men, laying a foundational principle 
that could be seen as feminist. I'm talking now only about the type of 
feminism that advocates equal rights for men and women, not the latter 
varieties, such as the third wave feminism that is going on today, which | 
find rather repulsive. 


E: Interesting. And what about Mary's role in the Incarnation? How does a aan 
that fit into this perspective? J E S LU S WAS A 


= 
D: Mary's selection for the Incarnation, as detailed in Luke, is pivotal. It } E M | N | S | 
ag XQ 


wasn't just about bringing Jesus into the world; it was a divine response 
to oppression. In Jesus, we see a complete revelation of God's love that transcends traditional gender roles, 
emphasizing a 'whole brain' approach rather than a gender-specific one. 


Take the Last Supper, for example. Jesus subverted the expected social roles by washing his disciples' feet, an act 
typically reserved for women or slaves. This reversal wasn't just about humility; it was a direct challenge to the 
patriarchal structures of His time, signaling a new way forward. 


E: But hasn't the church historically struggled with inclusivity towards women? 


D: True, there have been challenges. Despite Jesus' clear example and the early church's recognition of women in 
leadership, like Mary Magdalene and Phoebe, societal pressures and patriarchal attitudes have sometimes led to 
exclusivist practices. However, the essence of Jesus' teachings and actions lays a foundation for equality and 
liberation. 


E: How do the virgin martyrs fit into this narrative? 


D: The virgin martyrs represent a powerful countercultural 
statement within the early church. By choosing virginity and 
martyrdom over societal expectations, they transcended 
gender roles, embodying the church's devotion to Christ ina 
way that challenged and reshaped cultural norms. 


E: So, is Christianity fundamentally a feminist movement? 


D: Based on Jesus' life, teachings, and the early church's 
examples, one could argue that Christianity has a strong 
feminist undercurrent. Jesus' approach to women, his 
emphasis on equality and liberation, and the significant roles 
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women played in the early church support the idea that Christianity advocates for women's rights and dignity. 
E: Do you think the church today fully embraces this female aspect? 


D: There's progress, but there's also room for growth. The church's understanding and application of these principles 
continue to evolve. Embracing the feminist thrust evident in Jesus' ministry and the early church's practices could 
lead to a more inclusive and liberating church for all. 


E: What steps should be taken to further this aspect within Christianity? 


D: Encouraging women to actively participate in and lead church initiatives is crucial. Reviving and recognizing the 
contributions of consecrated life forms, like the orders of virgins, widows, and deacons, can also play a significant 
role. Ultimately, it's about the church reclaiming and living out the liberating principles Jesus exemplified. 


Female Disciples 
E: What do scholars generally say about Jesus's 
interactions with women? 


D: Well, scholars like Frank Stagg, Evelyn Stagg, 
and Gilbert Bilezikian note that the Gospels 
contain a surprisingly high number of references 
to women, especially when compared to other 
literary works from the same period. They 
highlight that Jesus never disgraced or 
stereotyped women; instead, he consistently 
liberated and affirmed them. 


E: Did Jesus actually have women disciples? 

D: Yes, the New Testament explicitly mentions women who were part of Jesus's circle of disciples. Figures like Mary 
Magdalene, Joanna, Susanna, and Salome not only followed him but also supported his ministry financially. This 
was quite counter-cultural at the time. 

E: Any other scribes who have something to add to this theory? 

D: Well, Kenneth E. Bailey, drawing from his extensive experience in the Middle East, suggests that Jesus had female 
disciples. For example, when Jesus says, 'Here are my mother and my brothers!' he argues that Jesus must have 
been addressing a mixed crowd of male and female disciples, indicating that women were indeed considered 
disciples. 

E: What about Jesus's teachings? Did they include messages about inclusivity? 

D: Absolutely. Take the encounter with the Syrophoenician woman, for example. She challenges Jesus, leading him 
to affirm that his ministry extends beyond traditional boundaries to all who have faith. This interaction, among 


others, showcases Jesus's radical inclusivity. 


E: Tell me more about this. 
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D: In this encounter, recorded in the Gospels of Mark 
(7:24-30) and Matthew (15:21-28), Jesus enters the 
region of Tyre and Sidon, a Gentile (non-Jewish) area, 
seeking solitude. A Syrophoenician woman, a 
Gentile, approaches him to beg for the healing of 
her demon-possessed daughter. 


Initially, Jesus responds with a phrase that reflects 
the prevailing Jewish sentiment of the time, 
suggesting that his mission was primarily to the Jews: 
"Let the children be fed first, for it is not right to take 
the children's bread and throw it to the dogs." The 
term "dogs" was a common Jewish pejorative for 
Gentiles, indicating the deep-seated ethnic and 
religious divides. 


The woman's response to Jesus is both humble and 
astute: "Yes, Lord; yet even the dogs under the table 
eat the children's crumbs." Her reply acknowledges 
her position in the social and religious hierarchy of 
the time but also expresses a deep faith in Jesus's 
power to heal and his generosity. She doesn't 
dispute the priority of Jesus's mission to the Jews but appeals for mercy beyond these boundaries. 


Impressed by her faith and perhaps intending to teach those around him a lesson about the universality of God's 
kingdom, Jesus tells her that because of her answer, she may go home, and her daughter is healed. This moment 
marks a significant shift: Jesus acknowledges her faith, a faith not bounded by ethnicity or religious affiliation, and 
grants her request. 


E: So this story is about breaking down barriers? 

D: Yes. This story is a testament to Jesus's willingness to engage with and extend his mercy beyond the Jewish 
community. It reflects a broader understanding of God's kingdom, one that includes all of humanity, not just a select 
group. 


So Faith here is the key? 


D: The encounter emphasizes that faith, rather than ethnicity or religious background, is the criterion for receiving 
God's grace. The woman's faith, despite her outsider status, is commended and rewarded. 


Jesus and the outcast women 
E: I've been reading about how Jesus interacted with women who were often overlooked by society. Can you 
elaborate on that? 


D: Certainly. The Gospels are full of stories where Jesus notices women who were otherwise invisible to the broader 
society. These women, often suffering in silence, were given attention and care by Jesus, placing them at the heart of 


redemption's drama. 


E: Could you give an example of such an interaction? 
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D: Sure. Take Peter's mother-in-law, for instance. All three synoptic Gospels mention Jesus healing her from a fever. 
Unlike others who might leave after being healed, she immediately begins to serve Jesus, showcasing a unique 
response to Jesus's healing touch. 


E: What about someone outside of Jesus's immediate circle? 


D: A notable example is the woman with a hemorrhage who touched Jesus's garment. Despite her condition being 
seen as 'defiling,' Jesus didn't rebuke her. Instead, he called her ‘Daughter’ and affirmed her faith, making her whole 
again. 

E: That's quite profound. Was this typical of Jesus's approach? 


D: Yes, it was. Jesus consistently challenged societal norms. Another instance is the daughter of Jairus. Despite being 
told she was dead, Jesus simply told her to arise, restoring her life and astonishing everyone present. 


E: How did these actions impact the views on women at the time? 


D: Jesus's actions were 
revolutionary. By giving attention 
to women and treating them with 
dignity, he was challenging the 
patriarchal structures of his time. 
For instance, healing the woman 
bent double on the Sabbath* not 
only addressed her physical 
ailment but also confronted 
societal and religious restrictions. 
(* Luke 13:10-17). 


E: Did Jesus's interactions with 
women have a broader message? 


D: Absolutely. Through these interactions, Jesus demonstrated God's kingdom is for everyone, regardless of gender 
or social status. He showed that faith, not societal position, was what mattered for salvation and healing. 


E: So, would you say Jesus was advocating for women's rights? 

D: In many ways, yes. While the term 'women's rights' is modern, Jesus's treatment of women was certainly in line 
with advocating for their dignity and value. He saw women as equals and included them in his ministry, setting a 
precedent for inclusion and equality. 

E: This must have had a significant impact on the early Christian community, right? 

D: Indeed, it did. Women played crucial roles in the early church, supported by Jesus's example. They were disciples, 
supporters, and leaders in their own right. This legacy of inclusion and equality is something the church continues to 


learn from and strive towards today. 


E: It's inspiring to see how Jesus's actions centuries ago still influence discussions on equality and inclusion today. 
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D: Yes. Jesus's life and teachings continue to challenge us to see beyond societal norms and recognize the inherent 
value and dignity in everyone. Jesus was more of a gnostic teacher. 


How was Jesus more “gnostic” in his approach? 


D: Gnosticism emphasized spiritual balance, advocating for the importance of both divine feminine and masculine 
principles. |t was inclusive, with men and women participating equally in religious practices and worship. This 
approach stemmed from a belief in the essential unity and balance of the universe, challenging strictly patriarchal 
religious structures by honoring both God the Mother and the Father, thus promoting a more holistic spirituality. 


Jesus the counter-cultural rebel 
E: | read that Jesus presented women as models of faith despite the 
cultural norms of his time. Can you explain that?" 


D: Yes, that's correct. For example, Jesus honored a poor widow who 
contributed two copper coins to the Temple treasury*. Despite women's 
limited access to the Temple, Jesus highlighted her act as the epitome of 
piety and sacrificial giving, far surpassing the donations of the wealthy. 
(* Gospel of Mark 12:41-44 and in the Gospel of Luke 21:1-4). 


E: That's quite counter-cultural for that era, right? 


D: Absolutely. Women were often marginalized, but Jesus consistently 
acknowledged their faith and contributions. Take the Parables of the Lost 
Coin and the Leaven’*, for instance. He likened the Kingdom of God to a 
woman's domestic work, challenging his listeners to see value in the 
everyday actions of women. 

(* Luke 15:8-10 and Luke 13:20-21). 


E: What does that tell us about Jesus's view on the role of women? 


D: It shows that Jesus saw women as integral to his ministry and the growth of God's Kingdom. Joel B. Green* noted 
that Jesus invited everyone to understand God's domain through the perspective of a woman's world, emphasizing 
the universal nature of his message. 

(* Editor of the New International Commentary on the New Testament, as well as the Two Horizons New Testament 
Commentary). 


E: Did Jesus only highlight women's roles in parables? 

D: No, he also demonstrated their value through his actions. For instance, he performed miracles that specifically 
restored life to women's loved ones, like Lazarus for Mary and Martha, and the widow of Nain's son. These acts 
underscored the significance of women and their grief. 

E: How did Jesus address issues like lust and divorce? 

D: In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus equated lust with adultery, defending the dignity of both women and men. 


Regarding divorce, he challenged the prevailing customs that favored men, advocating for the protection of women's 
rights and warning against unjustified divorce. 
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E: That’s a deep topic. Please elaborate. 


D: In the Sermon on the Mount, specifically in Matthew 5:27-28, Jesus says, "You have heard that it was said, 'You 
shall not commit adultery.’ But | tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lIustfully has already committed adultery 
with her in his heart." 


This teaching highlights that sin isn't just about one’s actions but also about one's thoughts and intentions. By 
equating lust with adultery, Jesus emphasizes the importance of maintaining purity not only in behavior but also in 
one's inner thoughts. 


E: So what was Jesus's stance on divorce? 


D: Well, Jesus addresses divorce in Matthew 5:31-32, where he challenges the prevailing customs of his time. He 
notes that the law allowed for divorce but sets a higher standard for his followers by saying, "But / tell you that 
anyone who divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, makes her the victim of adultery, and anyone who marries 
a divorced woman commits adultery." Jesus's teaching underscores the sanctity of marriage and calls for the 
protection of women's rights, advocating against the ease of divorce that left many women vulnerable. 


E: How do Jesus's teachings on lust and divorce in the Sermon on the Mount defend the dignity of women and men? 


D: Jesus's teachings on both lust and divorce serve to uphold the dignity of individuals by treating them with respect 
and honor. By equating lust with adultery, he teaches that individuals should not be objectified or reduced to mere 
objects of desire, thus protecting their dignity. In his discussion on divorce, Jesus advocates for women's rights by 
challenging customs that favored men and could harm women, thereby promoting a more just and equitable 
treatment of both genders. 


E: And what about after 
the Resurrection? 


D: Interestingly, Jesus 
chose to appear first to a 
group of women after his 
Resurrection. He 
entrusted them with the 
mission to announce his 
resurrection to the 
Apostles. This was a 
radical decision, 
considering women's testimonies were not highly valued in court at the time. 


E: So, Jesus's approach was quite revolutionary? 
D: Yes, it was. By elevating women as models of faith and key figures in his ministry, Jesus challenged societal norms 


and demonstrated that in the Kingdom of God, everyone is valued equally. His actions and teachings serve as a 
foundation for understanding the intrinsic worth and dignity of all individuals. 
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Chapter 8 
The Rise of Salvationism 


The Redeemer Complex 
E: What is the “Redeemer complex”? 


D: The Redeemer Complex, is a narrative framework that includes four main components: the creation of the world 
from nothing by a male deity, the selection of a chosen group to fulfill a divine destiny, the mission of the deity's son 
as a savior figure, and a final judgment that destroys the world to save the righteous through divine vengeance. 


E: And | guess that this framework can be observed 
in various religious and mythological traditions 
around the world, with variations in detail and 
emphasis? 


D: Certainly. One of the distinctive features of the 
biblical version of this narrative, particularly within 
the context of Judeo-Christian tradition, is the 
absence of a female deity. Unlike many other 
ancient religions that featured prominent 
goddesses or female divine figures who played 
crucial roles in creation, sustenance, and the 
cosmic cycle, the biblical myth centers on a singular 
male creator god. 


E: So this exclusion of the feminine divine from the 
creation and the broader religious cosmology 
marks a significant departure from other 
mythological traditions? 


D: Yes, very much so. Scholars have noted that 
maintaining a religious tradition centered around a male deity, to the exclusion of any female counterpart, required 
considerable effort. This effort includes the production of sacred texts, the establishment of religious doctrines, and 
the enforcement of cultural and societal norms that supported this monotheistic, patriarchal view. 


E: What are the socio-religious implications of this? 
D: Well, the emphasis on a male creator god without a female counterpart has implications for understanding the 


nature of divinity, creation, and the role of gender in religious narratives. It also speaks to the historical and cultural 
processes by which religious traditions are shaped, transmitted, and transformed. 
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E: Can the development of patriarchy be linked to the four-part redeemer complex? 


D: Yes, elements of the four-part redeemer complex are observable in the evolution 
of patriarchy, particularly as it became established around 3500 BCE in 
Mesopotamia™. This political system acquired a religious dimension with the story of 
Abraham, the progenitor of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, marking the inception of 
mainstream redemptive religions. 

(* See the book: “Not in His image”, by John Lash for more depth about this topic). 


The Theocratic Framework 
E: How did patriarchy in the Middle East evolve into a theocratic system? 


D: In the Middle East, patriarchy evolved into a theocratic system, a form of 
governance by the gods or their descendants. This system was characterized by 
divine kingship, where the ruler claimed to be the earthly representative of the 
gods, acting as a human mirror to the guardian deity of his nation and culture. 


E: What was the understanding of divine kingship in ancient cultures like Egypt? 


D: In Egypt, where the concept of sacred kingship was highly developed, pharaohs 
were considered "living gods" by the populace. However, priests and hierophants, . 
who managed the pharaonic lineage, viewed the pharaohs as ritually embodying the Figure of Christ fromthe 
deities rather than being literal incarnations. The pharaohs’ role was more about Ghent Altarpiece (1432) 
performing on behalf of the gods rather than embodying them directly. 


E: How did the concept of "messiah" fit into this theocratic framework? 


D: Within this theocratic framework, the king or theocratic figurehead was seen as a "messiah," a term originating 
from the Hebrew word mashiah, meaning "anointed." This role involved leading the righteous few or the elite 
tasked with executing divine will on Earth. Thus, the first three elements of the redeemer complex converge in the 
figure of the divine regent, excluding the apocalyptic judgment component. 


Male-only Creator Myth 
E: What is the background of the monotheistic male-only 
creator myth in the Old Testament? 


D: The monotheistic, male-only creator myth found in the Old 
Testament has its roots in Mesopotamia, the region from 
which Abraham originated. In theocracies of the time, societal 
organization was a reflection of the cosmic order, advocating 
for a single divine entity mirrored by one sovereign ruler on 
Earth. According to scholar John Lash, this concept was 
prevalent across various civilizations, including distant ones like 
China, Peru, and Polynesia, as well as the Middle East. 


E: How did theocracy manifest uniquely among the ancient 
Hebrews? 
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D: Theocracy among the ancient Hebrews* 
developed in a distinct and somewhat diminished 
form compared to other Near Eastern societies. 
With the introduction of the redeemer complex's 
second component—the commission of a select 
few to fulfill the creator's plan—the transition 
from myth to a form of recorded history, or 
pseudo-history, begins, as documented in the Old 
Testament. This sacred narrative, while 
containing some historical elements, is primarily 
a construction of priestly authors. 

(* See: The Hebrews — Western Civilization: A 
Concise History, by C Brooks). 


E: What significant event in Hebrew sacred 
history illustrates this transition? 


D: A pivotal moment in the sacred history of the 
ancient Jews is detailed in 1 Samuel 8:4-5, where 
the elders of Israel, seeking stability and perhaps 
out of spiritual insecurity, request Samuel to 
appoint a king to govern them "like all the 
nations." This event marks the transition from a 
patriarchal society, guided by judges anda 
hereditary priesthood, to a monarchy, aligning Israel more closely with the theocratic structures of neighboring 
nations. 


E: How did the establishment of monarchy among the Hebrews occur? 


D: The establishment of monarchy among the Hebrews happened around 1100 BCE*, roughly eight hundred years 
after Abraham. Until this point, Israel was governed by a council of elders and judges, with significant influence from 
a hereditary priesthood. However, as faith in their father god Jehovah waned, and with Samuel recognized as a 
prophet of the Lord, the community's elders, driven by spiritual insecurity, sought to establish a monarchy to align 
Israel with the governance models of surrounding nations. This request to Samuel led to the formal adoption of 
monarchy by the Hebrews. 

(Please visit resources like "Theology of Work" (www.theologyofwork.org) for more insights into the biblical 
understanding of leadership and governance). 


Saul the first Jewish King 


E: Who was the first Jewish king, and what were his personal challenges? 

D: Saul was the first Jewish king*, known for his severe depression and a bizarre encounter with a female shaman, 
the witch of Endor. He ultimately committed suicide. 

(* See: "God's First King: The Story of Saul" by Shaul Bar). 


E: Who succeeded Saul as king, and what were they known for in relation to Canaanite religion? 


D: Saul's successors, David and Solomon, are noted for their skillful handling of kingship and for maintaining strong 
connections to the Canaanite goddess religion, particularly the worship of Asteroth/Astarte, the tree goddess. 
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E: How did the Old Testament view the 
worship of other deities by the Children of 
Israel? 


D: The Old Testament frequently rebukes 
the Children of Israel for "whoring after 
strange gods," referring to their tendency 
to revert to indigenous, earth-honoring 
cults, including the widespread worship of 
Asteroth in Canaan. 


E: What impact did the discovery of the 
Ugarit writings have on our understanding 
of Old Testament theology? 


D: The Ugarit writings, discovered in Syria 
in 1928*, have led to a significant 
reevaluation of the sources of Old 
Testament theology and ritual, showing 
that Hebrew scribes drew extensively from Canaanite, Egyptian, and Mesopotamian texts, particularly from 
Canaanite sources due to the biblical claim over Canaan as their God-given land. The religion of Ugarit shared some 
overlaps with ancient Israel's religion, such as the worship of El, a deity also recognized in Israel, but with distinctive 
differences, particularly in the roles of other deities like Baal. 

(* See: Ritual and Cult at Ugarit, by Dennis Pardee). 


The Tree-Goddess Asteroth/Astarte in the Coven of the Catta. 


The Zadokites and Melchizedek 


E: Who was Melchizedek and why is he significant in Judeo-Christian 
tradition? 


D: Melchizedek is a figure in the Hebrew Bible known for his dual “SS 
role as king and priest*, associated with Jerusalem, and revered by Ss 
Abraham. His name, meaning "My King Is Righteousness" or "My 
King Is [the god] Sedek," signifies his importance. 

(* See: Melchizedek and the Mystery of Fire, by Manly P. Hall). 


E: What was his relationship with Abraham like? ? MELCHIZEDEK AND 


THE Mystery OF Fire § 
D: Well, he is noteworthy for meeting Abraham, blessing him, and Manly P. Hall 
receiving a tithe from him, which represents an early example of ee | ets 


tithing and priestly blessing in biblical tradition. This encounter is 
also significant because Melchizedek serves "El ‘Elyon," a Canaanite 
name for God, suggesting a connection between Canaanite religious 
practices and the emerging Jewish faith. Melchizedek's appearance 
and actions set a precedent for priesthood and worship in both 
Judaism and Christianity, contributing to the complex religious and 
cultural landscape of the ancient Near East. 


E: What is the significance of the Zadokites and Melchizedek in biblical history? 
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D: The Zadokite priesthood and the figure of 
Melchizedek play crucial roles in the religious 
and theological developments within Judeo- 
Christian tradition. Melchizedek, described as 
the king of Salem and priest of the most high 
God, is notable for blessing Abraham and thus 
establishing a divine commission that would 
define Israel's identity as a “chosen people”. 


E: Wasn’t Jesus a high priest in the order of 
Melchizedek? 


D: Yes. Melchizedek's sudden appearance and 
subsequent influence on Abraham set the stage 
for the development of a priesthood that transcends human lineage, prefiguring the Christian understanding of Jesus 
as a high priest in the order of Melchizedek. 


E: What is the basis of believers around the world taking the Bible as literal fact and viewing the ancient Hebrews as a 
paradigm for humanity? 


D: The basis lies in the insistence of the Jewish priesthood that the "Chosen People" view their unique tribal narrative 
as the literal truth, embodying a set of beliefs about creation, sin, sexuality, divine election, and more. This narrative, 
embedded in what scholars call salvation history, has been adopted by a large part of the human race, influencing 
personal experiences and historical developments significantly. 


E: What was John Allegro's perspective on the mission of the Chosen People according to the Dead Sea Scrolls? 


D: John Allegro believed that God's requirement for the Jews P 
. “ ; i FROM THE SICHAT HASHAVUA 

was not solely the establishment of a political kingdom undera_ | 

war leader but the formation of a theocratic community*. This 


involved both a visible political kingdom and a hidden agenda Wondrous Ways oa 
pursued by the Zaddikim, or the ultrarighteous, within a Tz addikim \ 
nuclear theocratic community. : 

(* See: The Dead Sea Scrolls and Christian Myth, by John M 
Allegro). 


E: How did the dual agenda of the Jewish mission manifest 
throughout history? 


D: Throughout Jewish history, there was a palpable tension 
between the public goal of establishing a political kingdom for 
the Israelite people and the private, hidden aim of the 
Zaddikim. This group's standard of superhuman purity alienated 
them from the broader community that housed them, creating 
a deep-seated conflict. 


E: What led to the Roman army's destruction of Jerusalem in 70 
CE? 
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D: The Roman army, under Titus, destroyed Jerusalem in 70 CE as a final measure against the destabilization caused 
by the militant nationalism of the Zaddikim, an apocalyptic cult within the Jewish community. This action was meant 
to eradicate the group's influence, which necessitated a harsh response against the entire nation of Israel. 


E: What was the impact of the Roman conquest on the Jewish community? 


D: The Roman conquest resulted in the dispersion of all Jews, whether Zaddikites or not, into a centuries-long exile 
from the Promised Land. This dispersal marked a significant turning point in Jewish history, lasting until the founding 
of the state of Israel in 1948, shortly after the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls. 


The Messianic Agenda 
E: What was the role of the Maccabees in Jewish history? — THE — 


D: The Maccabees initiated the Jewish resistance movement in P . O LS C) T1 eC S 


Palestine*, establishing a nationalist regime during the Hasmonean 
Period (165-63 B.C.), largely against the will of their own people. Their 
era marked a brief moment of nationalist assertion, but it conflicted 


The World of Hasidim and 
Their Battles with America 


with the prevailing pagan and regional religious practices. 
(* The Wars of the Maccabees, by John D Grainger). 


E: How did the religious landscape of Galilee in the second century B.C. 
influence the development of Hebrew religion? 


D: Galilee was predominantly pagan, centered around the Sumerian 
vegetation gods, Inanna and Dumuzi, paralleled by Asteroth and 
Yahweh in Hebrew equivalents. This mixture of mythic elements 
influenced the later Christian narrative, especially in the nativity story 
of Jesus, subtly reintroducing some pagan elements into the Jewish 
messianic mold. 


Avalerr of TAs Worl tne Cay ard Doiphord Perent Greayeg Up America far tie Halwane 
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E: How did the Jewish priesthood and New Testament writers adapt their religious narratives to the redeemer 
complex? 


D: The Jewish priesthood aimed to script their religion to fit the redeemer complex by denying pagan and regional 
elements within their tribal scenario. New Testament writers, less constrained, reintroduced pagan elements into 
their portrayal of Jesus, crafting a narrative that placed him within a Jewish messianic framework while incorporating 
elements familiar to the Palestinian Jews of the era. 


E: What was the popular response to the messianic agenda in Palestine? 

D: The pursuit of a messianic agenda was not popular among the majority of Palestinian Jews. Most were inclined 
towards tolerating pagan practices, assimilating into Hellenistic culture, and focusing on daily life. The messianic 
movement was primarily driven by a minority group of apocalyptic visionaries known as the "Sons of Light" and 
their military arm, the Zealots. 


E: Who were the Zealots and the Chasidim in relation to the Zaddikim? 


D: The Zealots were the military wing of the messianic movement*, willing to commit violence against both Roman 
enemies and collaborating Jews. The Chasidim, or the Pious Ones, served as the spiritual guides for the Zealots, 
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forming the mesoteric circle of the Qumranic sect. The esoteric 
innermost circle consisted of the Zaddikim, extremist ideologues 
whose apocalyptic visions significantly influenced the Dead Sea 
Scrolls. 

(* See the book: ZEALOT: The Life and Times of Jesus of Nazareth, by 
Reza Aslan). 


E: How did the annexation of Judea to Rome affect the Jewish 
community? 


/ E A | 0) ] D: The annexation of Judea to Rome in 63 B.C. by Pompey ended a 


century of independence and escalated desperation among Jews, 
even those not initially radical. This shift in political control 


THE LIFE AND TIMES OF 


exacerbated the community's disillusionment with the unfulfilled 
JESUS OF NAZARETH divine plan, leading to a heightened sense of suffering and 
disorientation. 


E: What was the psychological condition of the Jewish people as 
influenced by the Zaddikim? 


D: The psychological condition of the Jewish people was significantly strained due to the anomalous and often 
inhuman demands placed upon them by the Zaddikim. Mainstream Jews resisted these pressures, identifying and 
repelling the Zealot faction among them, which led to the Zealots retreating to wilderness camps in Judea and near 
Damascus. James the Tzaddik, known as "the Just," remained in Jerusalem, representing a solitary opposition to the 
Zaddikite sect within the temple. 


Apocalyptic Beliefs 


E: How did the Qumran sect view their role in Jewish resistance against Roman occupation? 


D: The Qumran sect, or the Zaddikim, viewed themselves as leaders of the Jewish intifada against Roman 
occupation of Palestine, while also holding mystical and metaphysical beliefs unrelated to political change. Their 
vision included an apocalyptic showdown between the Sons of Light and the Sons of Darkness, as outlined in the War 
Scroll, which depicted a final battle culminating in the resurrection and vindication of the righteous by Yahweh, under 
the cosmic leadership of Melchizedek. 


E: What is the War Scroll, and what does it describe? 


D: The War Scroll is one of the Dead Sea Scrolls 
discovered in 1947, detailing the apocalyptic vision 
held by the Qumran sect. \t describes a climactic 
battle between the Sons of Light and the Sons of 
Darkness, a part of the sect's master plan that 
intertwined political revolt with mystical 
resurrection. The Scroll serves as a preparation 
manual for this ultimate confrontation, predicting a 
moment of final reckoning where the failed mission 
of the Chosen People would be realized and their 
cause vindicated through a supernatural event led 
by the Nasi, a cosmic figure associated with Melchizedek. 


if. - 
Dead Sea Scrolls: 


The War of against the Sons of Darkness 
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E: What significant prophetic works are found in the Dead Sea Scrolls? 


D: The Dead Sea Scrolls contain versions of the prophetic works of Enoch, Daniel, Isaiah, and Jeremiah, highlighting 
the full scope of Zaddikite apocalypticism and its origins. The Book of the Watchers*, presents a version of Enoch, an 
influential prophet excluded from the Old Testament, introducing the legend of the Nephilim and parallel narratives 
to Sumerian Annunaki. 

(* also known as the Book of Giants, part of the Enochic literature). 


E: What is the significance of Enoch and the concept of bodily resurrection in the Scrolls? 


D: Enoch's narrative, notably his transport to heaven by God, prefigures Christ's ascension and introduces the 
concept of bodily resurrection. This belief, central to Zaddikite apocalypticism, was adopted by the Maccabees and 
later by extremist Jewish groups, envisioning a literal resurrection by Yahweh as depicted in Ezekiel 37. 


E: How did the Maccabean 
revolt influence Jewish 
political unrest? 


D: The Maccabean revolt in 
168 B.C.E., marked by the 
earliest Dead Sea Scrolls, 
initiated a period of serious 
political unrest in Palestine, \ ) 
driven by extremist and 
apocalyptic groups like the 
Zaddikim. This unrest 
escalated over 134 years, 
culminating in significant 
revolts against Roman rule, 
including the destruction of Jerusalem and the standoff at Masada. 
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E: What is the modern interpretation of these apocalyptic beliefs? 


D: Modern fundamentalist Christians and Mormons share the belief in corporeal resurrection and "the Rapture," 
akin to the rare doctrine of the Zaddikim. This expectation of being raised from the graves or transported to heaven 
mirrors the beliefs of ancient Jewish insurrectionist groups, differing significantly from mainstream Jewish faith and 
surprising to those who view it as a "normal" Christian tradition. 


Evolution of the Messiah 
E: How did the concept of a messiah evolve from Melchizedek to Jesus Christ? 


D: The messiah concept evolved from the Zaddikite messiah, a political figure with a mystical aura and aspirations to 
be the "King of the Jews," protected by terrorists, to Jesus Christ, perceived as a gentle healer and teacher, 
embodying God's love. Despite the Zaddikite messiah's genophobic vision, Jesus of the Gospels appears markedly 
different, akin to a grassroots miracle worker or faith healer, similar to native gods and shamanic heroes familiar to 
European peoples. 


E: What role did Morton Smith argue Jesus played in his time? 
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D: Morton Smith argued that in his own time and setting, Jesus 
would have been indistinguishable from a grassroots miracle 
worker or faith healer*, deeply contrasting with the political and 
militant messiah envisioned by the Zaddikim and the Jewish 
revolt narrative found in the Dead Sea Scrolls. 

(* Jesus the Magician - Morton Smith, Bart D. Ehrman). 


E: How was Jesus perceived by European natives during the 
spread of Christianity? 


D: European natives, due to the fertility and openness of their 
psychic and imaginative life, were prone to see in Jesus a version 
of their native gods and shamanic heroes. Conversion was often 
successful when missionaries persuaded them that Jesus and 
Christ were akin to their tribal gods or shamans, such as in the 
cases of Ireland and the Goths. 


E: What challenges did missionaries face in converting indigenous 
peoples to Christianity? 


>. 


Sat As ned historian reveals how 
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D: Missionaries faced significant challenges in converting 
indigenous peoples, often involving magical battles or shamanic 
contests. These conversions were not merely peaceful or 
miraculous but were accompanied by brutal enforcement against resistance, leveraging the menace of a 
superhuman messiah backed by a vengeful father god to ensure compliance with the salvationist message. 


MORTON SMITH 


E: What facilitated the Christian conversion of Pagan Europe? 


D: The Christian conversion of Pagan Europe was facilitated by the Europeans' lack of native psychic resistance to the 
ideological "virus" of Christianity, a concept entirely new and foreign to them, much like the introduction of biological 
maladies to the Americas by European colonists that native populations couldn't resist. This lack of resistance 
allowed for the establishment of a stringent social control system under the guise of a benign Jesus. 


E: How did indigenous Europeans react to their conversion to Christianity? 


D: Indigenous Europeans often resisted conversion to Christianity for centuries, sometimes feigning acceptance of 
the new religion while continuing to practice their native traditions. They managed to preserve indigenous elements 
within Christianized settings, such as sanctuaries, springs, and architectural symbols, effectively hiding their 
traditional beliefs within the newly imposed Christian framework. 


Paul and the Nazorean doctrine 
E: What accusation was made against Paul by the Roman governor Felix? 


D: Paul was accused before the Roman governor Felix in Caesarea of being a plague-carrier, an agent of sedition 
among Jews worldwide, and a ringleader of the Nazarene party, as revealed in Acts 24:5: 
“We have found this man to be a troublemaker, stirring up riots among the Jews all over the world. He is a ringleader 


of the Nazarene sect”. 


E: What was Paul actually preaching? 
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D: According to Robert Eisenman's analysis of the Dead Sea Scrolls*, 
Paul was preaching Nazarene or Nazorean doctrine, an extremist 
ideology of the Zaddikim, rather than Christianity as it is known today. 
This doctrine aimed to overthrow the Roman occupation of Palestine 
and establish the Kingdom of Israel. 

(* The Dead Sea Scrolls Uncovered, by Robert H. Eisenman and Michael 
Wise). 


E: How did this change the story of his conversion? 

D: Identifying Paul as the Man of Lies changes the story of his 
conversion by suggesting that his Damascus road experience might 
have involved a psychotic breakdown of some sort. 


E: And a calculated intervention by the Zaddikites? 


D: Yes, this rather than a divine revelation from Jesus, as traditionally 
interpreted. 


E: What was the reaction to Paul's message in Damascus and Jerusalem? 


D: Paul's unique message confounded the Jews in Damascus and created such a violent uproar in Jerusalem that he 
was forced to flee the city. His teachings, particularly alarming to James the Just and the Zaddikim, marked the 
beginning of his controversial ministry driven by defiance and betrayal. 


E: Can you elaborate on that? 


D: Sure. James, identified as the brother of Jesus and a leading figure in the Jerusalem church, was deeply rooted in 
Jewish traditions and the Law of Moses. The Zaddikim, a sect known for their extreme righteousness and apocalyptic 
visions, would have seen Paul's message as a direct challenge to their authority and theological stance. 


Paul's insistence on preaching the gospel of Christ to Gentiles without requiring adherence to Jewish Law, his 
interpretation of Jesus’ death and resurrection, and his claim to apostleship based on a direct revelation from Christ 
were revolutionary and contentious. These elements of Paul's ministry not only confounded traditional Jewish 
followers but also threatened the cohesion and theological purity upheld by groups like the Zaddikim and the 
followers of James. 


E: Is this drama portrayed in the Bible? 

D: Yes. This tension is evident in the New Testament itself, particularly in the Book of Acts and Paul's letters, where it 
is clear that Paul faced opposition from those within the Jewish-Christian community who demanded adherence to 
Jewish Law. The Council of Jerusalem, as described in Acts 15, highlights these tensions, showing the early church's 
struggle to define the inclusion of Gentile believers and the role of the Law. 

E: And this made the Christian message available for a wider gentile audience? 

D: Yes. Paul's ministry not only transformed the landscape of early Christianity but also set the stage for the future 


development of the Christian faith, distancing it from its Jewish roots and making it accessible to a broader, non- 
Jewish audience. 
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E: What was the usual interpretation of Paul's 
preaching that upset the Jews, and how does the 
Dead Sea Scrolls evidence change this view? 


D: Traditionally, it was believed that the Jews 
were upset with Paul for preaching the 
universal, love-filled message of Jesus, 
conflicting with the more sectarian, retributive 
ethos of Jewish law. However, the Dead Sea 
Scrolls offer a different perspective, showing Paul 
was preaching the Nazarene or Nazorean 
doctrine, aligning more with the extremist 
Zaddikite ideology. 
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E: What was the significance of Paul's conversion 
on the road to Damascus according to traditional 
Christian belief versus the insights provided by 
the Dead Sea Scrolls? 


D: Traditionally, Paul's conversion is seen as a 
pivotal moment where he switches from persecuting Christians to becoming a Christian himself, following a visionary 
encounter with Jesus. However, the Dead Sea Scrolls suggest that there were no Christians in the modern sense at 
that time, only about a decade after Jesus' death. Instead, Paul was likely engaging with and eventually adopting the 
militant and apocalyptic ideologies of the Zaddikim, a Jewish sect, rather than encountering an established Christian 
faith. 


E: How does the Dead Sea Scrolls reframe Paul's role and the development of early Christian doctrine? 


D: Well, like | already said, Paul is seen as co-opting and transforming these beliefs for his own ends, effectively 
creating the ideological core of Christian faith by merging the concept of divine love with the messianic figure of the 
Zaddikite movement. This reinterpretation challenges the conventional story of Christianity's origins and Paul's role in 
it. 


E: What was the relationship between Paul and the Roman authorities, according to the Dead Sea Scrolls and other 
historical evidence? 


D: Paul appears to have been protected and supported by Roman authorities, reflecting his initial role as a bounty 
hunter targeting extremist Jewish sects like the Zaddikim for the Romans and the Jewish Sanhedrin. Over time, 
however, his actions and teachings, influenced by the Zaddikim's apocalyptic visions, made him a double agent* of 
sorts and ultimately more trouble than he was worth to his Roman protectors. He was executed in Rome in 64 C.E., 
marking an end to his controversial ministry. 

(* See: Paul, the Law, and the Jewish People, by E. P. Sanders). 


E: What is the New Testament's role in the victim-perpetrator syndrome? 
D: The New Testament, including Acts and Paul's letters, reinforces the complicity of victim and perpetrator, a theme 
initiated in the Old Testament. It suggests a contract in sin, legitimizing both violence by perpetrators as divine 


retribution and suffering by victims as punishment for their moral flaws. This ideology locks believers into a cycle 
where violence is sanctified, and victims are tempted to become perpetrators, perpetuating the dominator game. 
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Gnostics, like Marcion, rejected this continuity, opposing the entrapment in the victim-perpetrator syndrome 
facilitated by salvationist beliefs. 


Salvationism and the Cosmic Imposters 
E: How did Gnostics view the salvationist belief system and the figure of 
Jesus Christ? 


D: Gnostics saw the salvationist belief system and the figure of Jesus 
Christ, emerging from Zaddikite ideology, as a dangerous deception. 
They regarded the claim of Jesus being the "only-begotten Son of God" 
as a lie aimed at establishing unchallengeable authority. Gnostics 
identified Jesus not as a genuine spiritual teacher but as a counterfeit, 
influenced by non-human entities called Archons, under the command 
of the Demiurge, a false creator god they equated with the Judeo- 
Christian Jehovah. This stark opposition led to violent conflicts, 
exemplified by the murder of Hypatia. 
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D: Gnostics believe Archons are cosmic imposters and mind parasites 
that mimic divine intentionality without original creativity. They see the 
Archons' offer to Abraham as a deception, promising him what 
humanity inherently possesses: stewardship of Earth, as intended by the 
goddess Sophia. This belief underpins a cycle of dispossession and conflict, diverting humanity from its true potential. 


Gnostics argue that the Archons' attempt to create humans in their image fails, yet they insinuate this belief into 
human minds, fostering a divisive notion of a select few mirroring the divine image. 


E: So this contrasts with the Gnostic view of humanity's inherent superiority and potential, threatened by Archontic 
deception? 


D: Yes. Amidst their spiritual explorations, followers of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam often turn to mystical 
branches within their own traditions, such as Kabbalah in Judaism or Sufism in Islam, seeking a deeper connection 
with divine wisdom or Sophia. However, they tend to overlook Gnosis, an ancient and radical approach that 
transcends traditional religious frameworks. Gnosis offers a direct path to spiritual knowledge and understanding, a 
journey beyond mere belief, presenting a unique alternative not just within, but to religion itself. 


Emergence of Judea 
E: How did the name "Judea" evolve historically? 


D: The name "Judea" originally referred to the Roman province of the same name. Over time, the term "Judean", 
which initially meant a resident of this province, evolved linguistically and culturally into the modern term "Jew." 


E: What happened after the destruction of Carthage, according to this theory? 
D: Well, after the destruction of Carthage in 146 BCE by Rome, some of the Canaanites called Edomites, supposedly 


migrated to the Roman province of Judea. Carthage was a significant city in the Phoenician/Canaanite civilization, 
and its fall had major repercussions. 
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E: Were these Edomites accepted by the Israelites in Judea? 


D: The theory posits that the Israelites residing in Judea accepted these migrants, on the condition that they 
converted to the Israelite faith and cultural practices. This conversion would involve adopting the religious and 
cultural norms of the Israelites. 


E: Did the Edomites come to dominate Judea? 


D: Well, it might be that over time, Edomites, came to dominate the 
demographic and cultural landscape of Judea. \f correct, this implies a 
shift in the ethnic and cultural composition of the region. 


E: Is there a racial differentiation made in this theory? 


D: Yes, the theory makes a racial differentiation between the Edomites 
and the Israelites. However, it's important to note that in the context of 
ancient history, such distinctions were often based more on cultural, 
linguistic, and religious factors than on modern concepts of race. 


E: Did a schism occur in Judea involving the Israelites and Jesus? 

D: Yes, the New Testament describes a schism in Judean society 
involving Jesus Christ, who challenged the religious and social norms of 
his time. This schism is a central theme in the Christian narrative and 


reflects the religious and societal tensions of the period. 


E: What was the Roman response to this schism? 


D: The Romans, who controlled Judea at the time, viewed this schism as a threat to their authority and order. Their 
response, as detailed in the New Testament, culminated in the crucifixion of Jesus, the leader of this movement. 


E: What happened during the burning of Rome in 64 AD? 

D: In 64 AD, a great fire ravaged Rome. Historical accounts indicate that Emperor Nero blamed the Christians for 
the fire. However, many modern historians believe that the Christians, being a small and persecuted group, were 
unlikely to have caused the fire and were instead used as scapegoats. 

E: Is there evidence that Edomite Judeans were responsible for burning Rome? 

D: There is no widely accepted historical evidence to suggest that Edomite Judeans were responsible for the fire in 
Rome in 64 AD. However, some scholars propose that the Romans realized that it was the Edomite Judeans (not the 
Israelite Judeans) who burned Rome in 64 AD, since by 66 AD the dominant Edomites were said to be burning every 
city in the Roman Empire from Alexandria to Scythopolis to Caesarea, and so on. 

E: What happened to Jerusalem and the Second Temple in 70 AD? 

D: In 70 AD, after a prolonged conflict known as the First Jewish-Roman War, the Romans captured Jerusalem and 


destroyed the Second Temple. This event marked a significant turning point for the Jewish people, leading to major 
changes in their religious practices and community structure. 
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E: Were Canaanite/Edomite/Semitic Jews expelled from 
Jerusalem after the destruction of the Temple? 


D: Yes, there were periods of expulsion and migration of 
Jews from Jerusalem and Judea following the destruction of 
the Second Temple. However, the ethnic and cultural 
composition of these Jewish populations was diverse and 
cannot be simplistically categorized. 


E: Does the term "Semitic" refer to a mix of Caucasoid and 
Negroid genetics? 


D: No, the term "Semitic" traditionally refers to a family of 
languages originating in the Middle East. It does not imply a 
specific genetic composition. Some claim that the Hebrew 
word “Ereb” means to “grow black”, and colloquially 
referred to someone born of miscegenation (“Half” or cross 
breeding between Black and White races). That theory 
proposes that they appear to be of a Turkic strain, which 
means they are descendants of Edomites who migrated 
north of Judea and acquired Mongoloid (Asian) genealogy. 
However, | would say that the claim about Semitic people 
being a mix of Caucasoid and Negroid genetics, like Arabs, is 
an oversimplification and not supported by genetic science. 
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E: Are Israelite Judeans and Romans considered part of the Aryan race? 


D: Some claim that the Israelite Judeans, and Romans (which would equate today’s “Christians”), are of the Aryan 
race, a strain of Caucasoid, and that due to this it was to be expected that they would merge, with Rome and 
therefore taking on many Christian traditions, culminating into the Catholic Empire. However, | don’t buy into this 
theory. The portrayal of Israelite Judeans and Romans as part of an Aryan race is historically inaccurate. The ethnic 
identities of ancient peoples were complex and cannot be simplified into such categories. 


E: How did Christianity evolve in the Roman Empire? 


D: Christianity's evolution in the Roman Empire involved significant theological, cultural, and political changes over 
several centuries. |t was not a simple merging of Roman and Christian traditions but rather a complex process that 
led to Christianity becoming the dominant religion of the Roman Empire by the 4th century. 
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Ruach 


E: How do sacred texts across different cultures describe unidentified flying objects or phenomena they couldn't 
understand with their existing knowledge? 


D: Sacred texts from various cultures often contain descriptions of phenomena or objects that the people of the time 
couldn't explain using their contemporary understanding and vocabulary. For example, Native Americans referred to 
early trains as “horses of steel,” using their own conceptual framework to describe this unfamiliar technology. 


Similarly, in the Middle Eastern 
Semitic world, communities with 
agro-pastoral lifestyles and 
limited exposure to advanced 
technology would describe 
unusual aerial phenomena using 
terms from their everyday 
experiences. Thus, objects flying 
or moving quickly through the air 
were likened to “birds” or “wind” 
the latter term, rudch, evolving to 
also mean “spirit”. 


E: What does the term "Ruach" 
traditionally mean in the context of the Bible, and how is it usually translated? 


D: Traditionally, the term "Ruach" in the Bible is translated as "Spirit of God," implying a spiritual or metaphysical 
concept. "Ruach" should be understood as "wind" or as referring to any entity that moves quickly through the air, 
causing wind. Ruach might actually describe visible, powerful forces or movements, such as wind or flying objects, 
rather than a spiritual presence. 


E: Can you provide an examples from the Bible where this reinterpretation might apply? 

D: Yes, the phrase "God's Spirit was hovering over the water" from the beginning of the Bible is an example. Under 
this theory, the "hovering" is seen as a physical action, akin to a bird gliding on the wind, indicating a visible, 
dynamic presence above the waters. These quotes also portray this interperpretation: 

Ezekiel 37:9 - "Then said he unto me, Prophesy unto the wind (Ruach), prophesy, son of man, and say to the wind 
(Ruach), Thus saith the Lord GOD; Come from the four winds (Ruach), O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that 
they may live." 


Psalm 104:30 - "Thou sendest forth thy spirit (Ruach), they are created: and thou renewest the face of the earth." 


E: What does this theory imply about the original biblical writers' conceptualization of divine interaction with the 
world? 
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have conceptualized divine interaction with 
the world in more tangible terms, viewing 


D: It implies that original biblical writers may Ancient Indian Vimana NASA'S Dragon 
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divine presence as a visible and dynamic 
force, rather than in purely spiritual or 
ethereal terms. 


E: What linguistic adaptations are used for 
describing energy or light emissions in ancient 
texts? 


D: Well, anything emitting light or energy was 
called “ardent” or “fiery,” while sudden flashes i = t “seh 
were likened to “lightning,” and any loud wv Neer \e | = eed et 
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Observational instruments, especially if round, 
were described as an “eye.” This linguistic adaptation highlights the human tendency to interpret the unknown 
through the lens of the familiar. 


E: So, one might suggest that they depicted mysterious phenomena using metaphors and analogies drawn from their 
immediate environment and technological understanding? 


D: Yes. This approach allowed ancient observers to 
articulate their encounters with the unknown in a context 
that was comprehensible to their contemporaries. For 
instance, ancient Indian texts like the "Vimanas" found in 
the Vedic scriptures describe flying machines in terms that 
resemble chariots or birds, incorporating elements 
familiar to their time. 


E: Can you give an example of how biblical accounts 
handle descriptions of mysterious objects? 


D: In biblical accounts, such as Ezekiel's vision, 
descriptions of "wheels within wheels" and "living 
creatures" with wings may be interpreted as an attempt to 
convey the appearance of complex, mechanical, or 
celestial phenomena using the language and symbols 
available at the time. 


E: How did renaissance depictions handle celestial 
phenomena? 


D: Medieval and renaissance artworks and writings often depict celestial or divine interventions with haloed figures 
descending from the skies in beams of light, possibly interpreting astronomical or aerial phenomena through a 
religious and artistic lens. 
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Ezekiel's Vision 
E: Who was Ezekiel in the Bible? 


D: Ezekiel, a figure known for his prophetic visions, lived around 620 
BC and, despite his priestly lineage, served primarily as a prophet. His 
exile to Babylon in 597 BC led him to settle in the village of Tel Aviv 
by the river Kebar (Kevar), a setting that became the backdrop for the 


extraordinary visions described in the book bearing his name. 


E: Tell me more about his vision. 


D: In the opening chapter of Ezekiel, he recounts a moment of divine 


revelation by the river Kebar, where "the sky opened and I saw 


visions of Elohims" (Ezekiel 1:1). This description sets the stage for a 
narrative rich in imagery and symbolism, often interpreted through 


various lenses by scholars and enthusiasts alike. 


E: Here come descriptions of winds and thunder, | suppose? 


D: Yes. Ezekiel's vision includes elements such as a stormy wind from the north, large clouds, and fire mingling 
together, surrounded by a bright radiance with a core that sparkled "like an eye." The terms "eye" and "sparkle" in 
this context are noteworthy, as "eye" can imply something glowing, while "sparkle" might refer to the sheen of 


amber—or "electro*". 


(* See: Gods of the Bible - A New Interpretation of the Bible, by Mauro Biglino). 


E: What is ”electro”? 


D: It’s an alloy of gold and silver, known for its 
luster. This detailed imagery suggests a scene of 
intense energy and activity, potentially likened to a 
close encounter with what modern interpretations 
could conceive as a UFO. The storm cloud, rotating 
fire of propulsion systems, and luminous radiation 
all contribute to a portrayal that transcends 
ordinary natural phenomena, suggesting an 
encounter with something extraordinary or 
otherworldly. 


Ezekiel further describes the core of this vision as 
containing "the form of four living creatures," 
adding another layer of complexity and mystery to 


the narrative. And according to Biglino’s translations the text reads: 


“And above the heads of the living creatures, right on their heads from up above, was a vault (dome) shaped like an 


eye of the ice, that being was awesome.” 


E: What is the interpretation of the transparent domes seen above the heads of living creatures in Ezekiel's vision? 
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D: The interpretation suggests that 
these transparent domes could be 
seen as helmets, indicating that the 


living creatures are pilots of some 
sort of aircraft or spacecraft. 


E: How does Ezekiel describe the ¥ 
movement of these creatures and 
their associated noise? 


D: Ezekiel notes that when the 
creatures lifted off or flew, their 
wings were spread out, creating a 
loud noise, reminiscent of modern 
aircraft propulsion. Conversely, when they came to a standstill, their wings were lowered, suggesting a sophisticated 
control mechanism for their flight. 


E: What does Ezekiel's account say about the bright being seated on the throne? 


D: Ezekiel describes a bright being with the appearance of a human (Adam) seated on a throne, which could be 
interpreted as the control bridge of the craft. This description implies an advanced being, possibly of extraterrestrial 
origin, who communicates with Ezekiel from a position of command within this technologically sophisticated 
structure. 


Elijah and the Whirlwind 


E: What event in the Second Book of Kings is likened to a modern 
abduction scenario? 


D: The event is the rapture of Elijah, as described in 2 Kings 2. This 
could be considered similar to a modern abduction by aliens, 
especially since it involves Elijah being taken up to heaven ina 
whirlwind. 


E: Were Elijah and his followers aware of the impending event of 
his ascension? 


D: Yes, both Elijah and his followers, including his disciple Elisha, 
were aware of the impending event. As stated in 2 Kings 2:3, the 
prophets in Bethel told Elisha, ‘Do you know that today the Lord 
will take your master away from you?’ indicating their knowledge 
of Elijah's departure. 


E: How is the mode of Elijah's ascension described in the 
scriptures? 


D: Elijah's ascension is described vividly in 2 Kings 2:11, 'As they were walking along and talking together, suddenly a 
chariot of fire and horses of fire appeared and separated the two of them, and Elijah went up to heaven ina 
whirlwind.' This depiction of a fiery chariot and horses has been interpreted as resembling modern descriptions of 
UFOs. 
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E: Is there a suggestion that Elijah's departure was physically witnessed by others? 


D: Yes, the scripture indicates that Elisha witnessed the event. |In 2 Kings 2:10, Elijah tells Elisha that if he sees him 
being taken away, he will inherit a double portion of his spirit, implying that the ascension was meant to be physically 
observed. 


E: How does this interpretation compare Elijah's ascension to contemporary UFO encounters? 


D: The comparison draws on the descriptions of a ‘chariot of fire and horses of fire,' likening them to modern reports 
of spacecraft or advanced aerial vehicles. The idea is that Elijah's ascension, a well-documented and foretold event 
witnessed by his followers, mirrors the characteristics of what today might be described as an extraterrestrial 
abduction. 


Enoch's Departure from Earth 
E: What is the significance of Enoch's experience with the Elohim 
according to the text? 


D: Enoch's experience is significant because it suggests he had 
ongoing, physical interactions with divine beings known as the 
Elohim. This goes beyond spiritual or metaphorical encounters, 
implying a close relationship and possibly physical travel with these 
beings. 


E: How does the text describe Enoch's departure from Earth? 


D: The text describes Enoch's departure as him being taken away by 
the Elohim without dying, indicating a physical ascension. This is 
supported by Genesis 5:24, which states, "Enoch walked faithfully 
with the Lord; then he was no more, because Yahweh took him 
away." 


E: Are there detailed accounts of Enoch's journeys in biblical or other 
texts? 


D: Yes, while the Book of Genesis provides a brief overview, apocryphal texts like the Book of Enoch offer detailed 
descriptions of his journeys, including ascensions to the heavens, visits to various realms, and receiving advanced 
astronomical knowledge. 


E: Does the text draw parallels between Enoch's experiences and other ancient texts or cultures? 


D: Yes, the use of the term "Vigilantes" to describe the angels accompanying Enoch echoes similar terms in 
Sumerian and Egyptian texts, suggesting a common theme of divine guardians or watchers across ancient cultures. 


E: What kind of knowledge did Enoch receive from the Elohim? 
D: Enoch received advanced astronomical knowledge, including details about the cosmos, the sun, the moon, its 


phases, and the lunar year, which underscores the Elohim's advanced understanding and capabilities, hinting at their 
possible extraterrestrial nature. 
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Zechariah's vision of a Flying 
Cylinder 


E: What does Zechariah's vision describe in the 
following verses? 

Zechariah's Vision of the Flying Scroll: Zechariah 
5:1-2 

Dimensions of the Flying Scroll: Zechariah 5:2 m4 
The 'Efah' and the Flying Women: Zechariah 5:6- , gi EGHARIAH 5:1-4 THE FLYING 
11 8} 7 : 

Destination in the Land of Shinar: Zechariah 5:11 Se ee SCROLL 

Four chariots emerging from between two metal 

mountains: Zechariah 6:1 


D: Zechariah describes seeing a flying cylinder, referred to as a "meghillah," indicating it was a tangible, cylindrical 
object. He provides specific dimensions, suggesting it was a sizable object. 


E: How does Zechariah communicate about his vision? 


D: Zechariah interacts with an angel, or "malakh," who questions him about his vision. This dialogue emphasizes 
the realness of the experience. 


E: What is the "efah" mentioned in Zechariah's vision? 

D: The "efah" is initially a unit of measurement, but Zechariah 
uses it to describe another flying object, which shows an 
autonomous movement and carries a woman inside. 

E: Are there other beings described in this vision? 

D: Yes, Zechariah sees two flying women who assist in lifting the 
efah, suggesting they have control over flight and are involved in 
the object's transport. 

E: Where are the objects and beings said to be heading? 

D: The objects and beings are associated with the land of Shinar, 


or Sumer, suggesting a connection to an ancient civilization and 
possibly to the mythological Anunnaki. 


E: What are the main features described in Zechariah's visions according to the text? 

D: Zechariah's visions include four chariots emerging from between two metal mountains, each drawn by differently 
colored horses. These chariots, representing the four winds, are dispatched across the Earth in all directions, 
possibly for reconnaissance. The mountains are described as bronze, indicating a metallic nature, and the chariots 


themselves are noted to be reddish, possibly hinting at their metallic sheen or a propulsion system. 


E: This reminds me of UFO cases where people are said to have seen "cigar shaped" motherships. |sn't that curious? 
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D: Yes, | have drawn those 
parallels myself. It reminds me of 
the 1896-1897 Airship Wave. 
During this period, many people 
across the United States reported 
seeing airships in various shapes, 
including cigar-shaped crafts. 
These sightings are considered 
some of the earliest recorded 
UFO encounters in modern 
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E: And the 1973 Coyne Incident? 


D: Yes. On October 18, 1973, near 
Mansfield, Ohio, four members 
of the Army Reserve spotted a 
cigar-shaped object while flying : = 
in a helicopter. The craft emitted a green light and Seana interacted with the helicopter's controls, causing it to 
climb about 1,000 feet before the pilots regained control. 


E: Any other similar cases? 

D: Well, on May 25, 1995, a crew of America West Flight 564 saw a cigar-shaped object with blinking lights while 
flying from Florida to Nevada. The sighting occurred near Bovina, Texas, and was tracked by radar and reported to 
NORAD. 

E: And the Tic-Tac case, in 2004, where crew on the USS Nimitz filmed UFOs ? 

D: That’s an interesting case, although the primary object described by witnesses in this well-documented encounter 


was tic-tac shaped, not cigar shaped. However, pilots reported the presence of a larger "mother ship" beneath the 
water's surface, which some have speculated was cigar-shaped based on its described dimensions. 


The Mortal Gods 
E: What does Psalm 82 (83) depict about the assembly of divine beings? 


D: Psalm 82 describes a scenario where Elohim, a term for "God" or "gods", presides over an assembly of divine 
beings, convened by El, the supreme God. This highlights a hierarchical structure among the divine entities. 


E: What issue does the presiding Elohim address in this assembly? 


D: The presiding Elohim admonishes the other gods for their injustice and partiality, criticizing them for failing to 
uphold justice and for siding with the wicked instead of defending the weak, the poor, and the orphaned. 


E: Does Psalm 82 suggest that the gods in the assembly are immortal? 
D: Surprisingly, no. The text underscores that these divine beings, despite being gods, are mortal. The presiding god 


declares that these Elohim will die like humans and fall like any mortal leaders, emphasizing that they are not beyond 
the reach of mortality and accountability. 
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E: It’s this quote yeah? 

“| said, ‘You are “gods”, you are all sons of the Most 
High.’ But you will die like mere mortals; 

you will fall like every other ruler.” (Psalm 82:6-7) 


D: Yes, but a direct translation from Hebrew, as proposed 
by Mauro Biglino, would read something like this: 

"I have said that you Elohim and the sons of the highest 
Lord (the one who is very high) you too will certainly die 
like an Adam and like one of the heads you will fall". 


E: What theological implications does this passage have? 


D: This passage reflects the perspective that even divine 
beings are subject to judgment and mortality when 


acting unjustly. 


Revelation of John 
E: If we continue to interpret the Bible, through an extraterrestrial "lens", what do you think, speculatively, John's 
revelation could possibly convey? 


D: | think we would then see more signs that E.T-s have been involved in the human past, but still have plans for the 
future of humanity. 


E: What does Revelation 1:10, where John hears a great voice as 
of a trumpet, indicate, if we view it though this “alien lens”? 


D: Well, John's hearing of a voice like a trumpet on the Sabbath 
suggests that the metallic voice he heard, described as a 
trumpet, likely came from an electrical loudspeaker, pointing to 
technological communication rather than a divine or spiritual 
one. 


E: In Revelation 1:12-16, John sees seven golden lampstands and 
a figure "like a son of man." How could we interpret this? 


D: The seven golden lampstands John sees might be flying 
machines made of a golden metal, and the figure "/ike a son of 
man" is a humanoid being wearing a flying suit that molds to 
the body. The description of the figure's eyes as flames and voice like many waters is consistent with helmet 
projectors and a loudspeaker, indicating an extraterrestrial presence. 


E: Revelation 4:1-2 mentions a door opened in heaven and a throne. What does this mean? 


D: When John describes a door opening in heaven and being taken "in the spirit" to see a throne, it likely means he 
was taken aboard an extraterrestrial craft using a carrying ray. The "throne" and those seated around it represent a 
council of extraterrestrial beings, with "Yahweh" being the main figure, suggesting advanced technology beyond 
John's comprehension. 
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E: How are the four horsemen described in 
Revelation 6:2, 6:4, 6:5, and 6:8 interpreted? 


D: The four horsemen might symbolize 
different chapters in human history, 
observed or influenced by extraterrestrials. 
The white horse, in such a scenario, 
represents the triumph of Christianity, the 
red horse symbolizes wars, the black horse 
indicates famine, and the pale horse signifies 
death. Each horseman's appearance and 
actions can be seen as reflections of 
extraterrestrial observation or intervention in 
human affairs. 


E: What does the pale horse in Revelation 
represent? 


D: The pale horse symbolizes the great 
epidemics and plagues that have decimated 
humanity throughout history, highlighting the 
destructive impact of disease on human 
populations. 


E: How does Revelation 6:9-11 relate to the 
great prophets and their eternal life with 
extraterrestrials? 


D: In Revelation 6:9-11, the souls of those 
slain for their faith appeal for justice. This 
scene might allegorically represent prophets, living eternally with extraterrestrials, asking for humans who led 
positive lives to be recreated before judgment. Seen through an extraterrestrial angle, permission could have been 
granted for a few thousand people on Earth to be immediately recreated among extraterrestrials, differing from the 
initial plan to wait until humanity's evolution is complete. 


E: What is the significance of the sixth seal in Revelation 6:12-15? 

D: The opening of the sixth seal represents the final danger to humanity: atomic war. The descriptions of a great 
earthquake, a blackened sun, and the sky receding like a scroll symbolize nuclear explosions, fallout, and the ensuing 
environmental devastation. People hiding in the mountains represent those seeking refuge in anti-nuclear shelters. 
E: What does the seventh seal and its trumpets represent in Revelation 8 and 9? 

D: The seventh seal and its trumpets probably depict a worldwide atomic war's catastrophic effects. From 
environmental destruction, marine life decimation, and water pollution to darkened skies from nuclear fallout, 
these passages allegorically describe the consequences of nuclear conflict and the dire state of a world post-nuclear 


war, emphasizing the urgent need for humanity to avoid self-destruction. 


E: What do the locusts described in Revelation represent? 
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D: The locusts covered with metal probably looked, in 
the eyes of a primitive man, like horses going to war. 
They had a cockpit inside of which a man’s face could 
be seen ‘as the faces of men,’ and in flying very high 
they left behind a trail of white smoke that John calls 
hair, and their ‘teeth’ are the missiles tucked under 
their wings. 


E: How is the sixth angel's trumpet interpreted in 
Revelation 9:13? 


D: The sixth angel's trumpet involves a voice from four 
loudspeakers, symbolizing communication from an 
advanced civilization, hinting at extraterrestrial 
involvement in human affairs. 


E: What does the imagery of horses in Revelation 
9:17-19 convey? 


D: The horses could represent more planes, with flames and smoke from jet engines depicted as the heads of lions. 
The missiles, likened to tails with stings, symbolize the destructive power of nuclear weapons. 


E: What significant message was conveyed to John in Revelation 10:4? 
“And when the seven thunders had uttered their voices, | was about to write: and | heard a voice from heaven saying 
unto me, Seal up those things which the seven thunders uttered, and write them not.” 


D: John was possibly told to keep secret the revelation that the Elohim are not “God” as traditionally understood, 
but rather that humans were created, or genetically upgraded, by extraterrestrials, to avoid creating further 


confusion until humanity could understand this. 


E: What future does Revelation 16:18-21 predict? 


D: These passages predict a final cataclysm from atomic 
explosions, causing massive geological and environmental 
upheaval, dividing continents, and resulting in widespread 
destruction. 


E: How does Revelation 21:1-4 describe a new beginning for 
humanity? 


D: John's vision of a new Heaven and Earth might 
symbolize humanity's journey to another planet, the planet 
of the “Elohim”, where they will live in a peaceful civilization 
without death or sorrow, waiting for Earth to become 
habitable again. This is actually what the members of the 
Raélian Movement believe. 
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Raélism 
E: Who are the Raelians, and what do they believe in? 


D: Raélism is a new religious movement founded in 1974 by Claude 
Vorilhon, who changed his name to "Raél". Followers of the 
International Raélian Movement believe in an advanced species of 
extraterrestrial aliens called Elohim who created life on Earth. The 
president of the Elohim civilization is Yahweh, who lives forever 
through life extension techniques. According to Vorilhon, Elohim 
contacted about forty people to act as their prophets on Earth, 
including Moses, Elijah, Buddha, Jesus, Muhammad, and Joseph 
Smith. The movement aims to inform people about this 
extraterrestrial race and its teachings. 


E: Is the Raélian Movement theistic? 


D: No, it is atheistic, promoting the idea that beings mistaken for 
gods are actually advanced extraterrestrials. 


E: How do Raélians view biblical stories? 


D: Raélians interpret major biblical stories, like the Garden of Eden and Noah's Ark, as accounts of extraterrestrial 
technology and intervention. 


E: What are the goals of the Raélian Movement? (See rael.org) 


D: The movement aims to build an embassy to welcome the Elohim back to 
Earth, believing this event will usher in a utopia through the sharing of 
advanced technology. They want a world government, a world police, a world 
digital currency, and they want to remove all national borders. Their vision is 
that science will solve all the world's problems. People should get eternal life 
through cloning, where memories are transferred via microchips in the brain. In 
principle, they have the same philosophy as the transhumanists. 


E: What practices are unique to Raélians? 


D: Raélians practice a unique initiation rite called "transmission of the cellular 
plan," intended to record members’ genetic information for potential future 
resurrection by the Elohim. 


E: How do critics view the Raélian Movement? 


D: Critics have debated its classification, with some labeling it a cult* while 
others see it as a new religious movement or UFO religion. It is however 
recognized as one of the largest UFO religions. The controversy surrounding the 
origins of Raelian beliefs centers on the writings of several authors in the late 
1960s. Jean Sendy detailed the creation of Earth by extraterrestrials in novels, 
and Erich von Daniken introduced the intervention theory, suggesting that 
ancient civilizations were influenced by extraterrestrial visitations. Vorilhon's 
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claimed extraterrestrial encounter has been associated 
with the ideas presented by these authors. 

(* See also: Raél - The Masonic Messiah, by Daniel 
Vandinja. Available for free on archive.org). 


The Seven Seals and Seven 


Dimensions 

E: From what | understand, relating to this, the number 7 
holds significant symbolic importance in the Bible, 
representing completeness, perfection, and the 
fulfillment. Can you elaborate on that? 


D: Yes, For example God created the world in six days and rested on the seventh, making it a day of rest and holiness 
(Sabbath) (Genesis 2:2-3). This establishes a pattern for the seven-day week and underscores the sanctity of the 
seventh day. 


In the conquest of Jericho, Joshua is told to march around the city with his army once a day for six days, and seven 
times on the seventh day, after which the city 

The Seven Seals In Revelation walls fall down (Joshua 6:3-4, 15-16). 

Rev 6, 8, 9, 10, 11 The use of the number seven is also prominent 

in laws and rituals. For example, the 

purification of a leper or the consecration of 

priests involves rituals extended over seven 

days (Leviticus 8:33-35, 14:7-8). 


And like we’ve already explored, in the Book of 
Revelation, the number seven appears 
frequently, symbolizing completeness in the 
divine plan. It mentions seven churches, seven 
spirits, seven golden lampstands, seven stars, 
The Book Of Truth Prophecies seven seals, seven trumpets, and seven bowls 
(Revelation 1:4, 12, 20; 5:1; 8:2; 15:7). 


Kundalini awakening 


E: Can you draw parallels between Kundalini awakening and the seven seals in the Book of Revelation? 

D: Yes, both Kundalini awakening and the seven seals in the Book of Revelation symbolize spiritual awakening and 
transformation through a progression of stages. Kundalini awakening involves the energy rising through the seven 
chakras, each representing different aspects of consciousness and spiritual development. Similarly, the seven seals in 
Revelation mark phases in the unfolding of divine events, with the breaking of each seal revealing new dimensions 
of spiritual truths and God's plan. 


Dance of the Seven Veils 


E: What does the rising Kundalini energy signify in relation to the seven seals? 
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D: The rising Kundalini energy symbolizes the ascent of consciousness and the 
realization of higher spiritual truths, analogous to the revelation of deeper 
aspects of the self and reality. In the context of the seven seals, each broken seal 
reveals a new stage in the divine plan, paralleling the Kundalini's activation of 
chakras and the individual's spiritual journey towards enlightenment. This is also 
allegorically hinted to in the “Dance of the Seven Veils” performed by Salomé*. 
Imprisoned in the palace of her stepfather Herod, the chaste holy man rebuffs her. 
When Herod promises to grant Salome anything she wishes if she dances for him, 
Salome performs a striptease in which seven veils are removed one by one. 

(* Matthew 14:6-11 and Mark 6:21-28). 


Seventh Heaven 


E: How do the concepts of the Nirvanic Body and "the seventh heaven" relate to 
each other? 


D: The Nirvanic Body, associated with the seventh chakra, represents reaching a 


state of higher consciousness and spiritual enlightenment, similar to the idea of "the seventh heaven." This concept, 
found in various religious traditions, describes the highest realm of divine bliss and union with the divine, mirroring 
the ultimate goal of Kundalini awakening — unity with the divine and transcending the material world. 


E: Is the concept of the Seventh Heaven mentioned in Judaic writings? 


D: Yes. In the Talmud, specifically in the tractate Chagigah 
12b, there's a discussion about the seven heavens, each with 
its own name and purpose. The highest of these is called 
Araboth (or Aravot), which is considered the seventh heaven. 
In Jewish mystical texts like the Zohar, the concept of the 
seven heavens is further explored, often with elaborate 
descriptions of each heaven's characteristics and inhabitants. 


In my Father's house are many mansions 


E: What are the various interpretations of the Bible quote "In 
my Father's house are many mansions"? 


D: One interpretation relates to the zodiac, viewing each 
"mansion" as a distinct region or influence associated with a 
zodiac sign or constellation, symbolic of the soul's spiritual 
journey. Another sees these "mansions" as dimensions or 
realms of frequency, akin to concepts in Yogic and esoteric 
traditions. 


E: How are human beings perceived in Yogic and esoteric 
traditions? 


D: In these traditions, a human being is believed to consist of 
multiple bodies or sheaths, each representing different layers 


or "dimensions" of the self, ranging from the nna body to the Nirvanic or transcendent body. 


160 


E: Can you detail the seven bodies associated with the seven chakras? 


D: Yes. The seven bodies include the Physical Body (Root Chakra), Etheric Body (Sacral Chakra), Astral Body (Solar 
Plexus Chakra), Mental Body (Heart Chakra), Spiritual Body (Throat Chakra), Cosmic Body (Third Eye Chakra), and 
Nirvanic Body (Crown Chakra), each associated with different aspects of consciousness and spiritual development. 


E: What is Kundalini awakening? 


D: Kundalini awakening refers to the activation of a dormant energy at the base of the spine. When awakened, this 
energy rises through the spinal column, activating the chakras and leading to profound spiritual experiences, 
including a sense of unity and spiritual enlightenment. 


E: What might someone experience during a Kundalini awakening? 


D: Individuals may experience heat, vibrations, or electric-like energy movements, leading to altered states of 
consciousness, personal growth, and spiritual development. However, the process can also involve challenges and is 
best navigated with guidance from experienced mentors. 


The Caduceus 


E: What does the staff of Hermes symbolize? 


D: The staff of Hermes, or the Caduceus, with its two 
intertwined serpents and wings, is sometimes 
interpreted as symbolizing the rising of Kundalini energy 
up to the crown chakra. Historically associated with 
commerce and balance (See dollar sign), it is mistakenly 
used today as a symbol of medicine instead of the Rod of 
Asclepius, which is the true symbol for healing. 


Octaves of Creation 
E: How can we understand the concept of different dimensions or "mansions" in God's 
house? 


D: Imagine the universe as a vast mansion with countless rooms, each representing a 
different dimension. This analogy, inspired by "In my Father's house are many mansions" 
from the book of John in the Bible, suggests the existence of various spiritual realms or 
dimensions that we can explore. 


E: What is the significance of comparing dimensions to musical notes and octaves? 
D: Each dimension can be thought of as a different "note" or frequency in the cosmic symphony, harmonizing or 
creating dissonance with others. This comparison underscores the idea that dimensions interact in complex ways, 


much like how humans perceive sound within a specific frequency range of 20 to 20,000 Hertz. 


E: How does the analogy of the electromagnetic spectrum help us understand dimensions? 
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D: By comparing dimensions to the electromagnetic spectrum's colors, we grasp that just as our vision is limited to 
the visible spectrum, our perception of dimensions is also limited. Each dimension has unique characteristics, and 
through technological extensions of our senses, we can perceive beyond our natural limits, though these instruments 
have their limitations as well. 


E: What does the analogy of radio frequencies teach us about dimensions? 


D: Thinking of dimensions as radio frequencies with distinct bands illustrates that each dimension operates on its 
own channel. Like radio stations broadcasting simultaneously without interference, dimensions can coexist without 
interfering with one another. 


E: How does comparing dimensions to phases of matter deepen our understanding of them? 


D: By likening dimensions to phases of matter—ice, liquid, and steam—we can conceptualize them as different 
states of existence. Lower dimensions may be solid like ice, while higher dimensions are ethereal like steam, with 
transitions between dimensions akin to melting or evaporating from one phase to another. 


The Rapture and Harvest 
E: What similarities exist between New Age teachings on When the trumpet sounds 
higher consciousness and the biblical concept of the we ee 
"rapture"? 


D: Both the New Age concept of shifting to higher 
consciousness and the biblical "rapture" involve a 
transformation or transition to a higher spiritual state. 
However, while the rapture is a Christian eschatological 
concept where the faithful are taken to heaven, New Age 
spirituality focuses on spiritual growth and consciousness 


elevation without necessarily associating it with divine v8 
Jesus is 
‘coming 
soon! 


judgment. 


tym 


Hundredth monkey effect ) 


Wane, © :, a 
E: How do the "tipping point" and the "hundredth monkey We'll be goi ng home! 


effect" relate to spiritual awakening? Don’t be left behind! 


D: Both concepts involve reaching a critical mass that triggers a 
transformative change. The "tipping point" refers to a 
significant number of individuals achieving higher 
consciousness, leading to a collective shift. The "hundredth 
monkey effect" suggests that once a certain number learn a 
new behavior or skill, it spreads spontaneously across 
populations, symbolizing how ideas can rapidly become 
widespread. 


The Law of One and the RA Material 


E: What is the Law of One, and how does it describe spiritual 1 Thessalonians 4:16 
evolution? 
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D: The Law of One, presented in the RA Material*, describes reality as consisting of various "densities" through 
which souls evolve. It emphasizes spiritual evolution through experiences, balancing polarities, and choosing paths of 
service to others or self. The ultimate goal is returning to unity with the One Infinite Creator. 


(* The RA Material, also known as The Law of One, is a series of books compiled from sessions between 1981 and 
1984, where a group of individuals, including Carla Rueckert, Don Elkins, and Jim McCarty, engaged in channeling 
communications with an entity identifying itself as Ra). 


According to the RA 
Material, there are 
seven densities of 
consciousness, with 
each density 
representing a different 
level of spiritual 
evolution. It uses the 
term "rays" to describe 
the densities, and the 
green ray is, for 
example, associated 
with the heart center or 
chakra. In the RA 
Material (Law of One), 
each of the chakras is 
associated with a 
specific color or "ray," 
one ray for each density 
or dimensional 
frequency, which 
basically correspond to 
the Yogic Chakra system 
that we previously 
described. 
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E: Can you explain the concept of "wanderers" in the RA Material? 


SELES i 


INFINITY / NEW UNIVERSE? / NEW BIG BANG? / 


_ GOING BACK TO THE IST DENSITY? 


ONENESS / NO IDENTITY, NO PAST, Ne) FUTURE 
/ XISTING IN THE ALL mM BLACK HOLES 


= 


LOVE; BALANCE BETWEEN LIGHT / 
WISDOM iY PURE LIGHT / IMMORTAL 
_\ 


a — 
ET's //FRACTAL BEINGS /, UNDERSTANDING 
/ THOUGHT AND EMOTIONAL COMPLEXES 


_— 
~ 


PHYSICAL HUMANITY / SELF/ 
CONSCIOUSNESS //AWARENESS BEGINS 


PHYSICAL PLANTS & ANIMALS 


BASIC ELEMENTS (WATER, AIR, FIRE, 
MINERALS, FUNDAMENTAL ENERGY ETC 


D: "Wanderers" are souls from higher densities who have incarnated on Earth to assist in its spiritual evolution and 
the transition to a higher density. They often feel out of place in this world, having a deep inner calling to aid in 
humanity's awakening and growth. 


The Harvest and Ascension 


E: How does the RA Material's concept of a "harvest" compare to other spiritual transitions? 


D: The "harvest" in the RA Material refers to a transitional period where souls who have chosen service to others 
may progress to a higher density. This concept shares similarities with other traditions’ ideas of spiritual 
transformation, like the Age of Aquarius or the New Earth, suggesting a collective shift towards unity, love, and 


higher consciousness. 


E: What role does "ascension" play in New Age spirituality, and how does it relate to the RA Material? 
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D: In New Age spirituality, "ascension" refers to moving towards higher states of consciousness and spiritual 
evolution, paralleling the RA Material's discussion on transitioning to higher densities. 


E: How is the concept of the "rapture" related to the idea of "harvest" in the Bible? 


D: The concept of the rapture in 


eect eet vehi In Matthew 25:32, the sheep (that is, the gullible) will sit on God's 
saa cps ches acres catia right hand (and find salvation), and the goats (the hard-hearted) will 


h heri h ithful , : 
; eon lilies ofthe jalhfultobe sit on the left (and be sent to damnation), 
with God, likened to a farmer 


harvesting crops at the end of the 
growing season. In biblical 
eschatology, the "harvest" 
symbolizes the time when God will 
separate the righteous from the 
unrighteous, similar to how a 
farmer separates the wheat from 
the chaff. This metaphorical 
harvest represents the culmination 
of a spiritual journey, where those 
who have lived according to God's 
will are "harvested" or taken to 


But where are a 


heaven, reflecting both judgment = 
and salvation. 


E: What specific biblical passages connect the rapture and harvest? 


D: In Matthew 13:24-30, Jesus tells the Parable of the Wheat and Tares, where the wheat represents the righteous 
and the tares the wicked. At the end of the age, the angels are instructed to first gather the tares to be burned and 
then to collect the wheat into the barn, symbolizing God's final judgment and the salvation of the righteous. 
Additionally, 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 describes the faithful being caught up together with Christ in the clouds, 
which can be seen as a moment of divine "harvest" where believers are gathered to the Lord. 


E: How do these concepts reflect the broader theme of judgment and salvation in biblical eschatology? 


D: The ideas of rapture and harvest within biblical eschatology emphasize the themes of divine judgment and the 
ultimate salvation of believers. They reflect the belief that history moves toward a definitive point where God will 
judge humanity, separating those who are faithful from those who are not. This separation is both a moment of 
vindication for believers and a fulfillment of divine justice, underscoring the biblical promise of redemption and the 
establishment of God's kingdom. 


The Fall into Matter, and Ascent from Matter 


E: What is the Tree of Life's connection to the concept of the Fall in the biblical narrative? 

D: The Tree of Life in the biblical narrative symbolizes the source of eternal life and divine wisdom. The Fall, marked 
by Adam and Eve's disobedience by eating from the Tree of Knowledge, signifies humanity's separation from God, 
loss of innocence, and the onset of mortality and suffering. The Tree of Life becomes inaccessible, symbolizing the 
loss of eternal life and direct communion with God. 


E: How does Rosicrucianism describe the soul's journey in relation to the material world? 
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D: Rosicrucianism describes the soul's journey as a "descent into matter," where the soul voluntarily incarnates into 
the material realm, experiencing the world's limitations and separateness. This is similar to other mystical traditions’ 
idea of the "Fall." The "ascent from matter" is the soul's journey back to its original spiritual state, aiming for spiritual 
enlightenment and reuniting with the divine source through spiritual evolution and growth. 
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E: What does Rosicrucianism say about evolution through various realms? 


D: Rosicrucianism outlines a worldview of evolution through stages or realms, including sub-mineral forms, the 
mineral kingdom, plant kingdom, animal kingdom, human kingdom, and superhuman or spiritual forms. Each stage 
represents a higher level of consciousness and self-awareness, with humans capable of reason, moral choice, and 
spiritual development. The superhuman or spiritual forms stage is the culmination of this evolution, aiming for 
spiritual enlightenment and unity with the divine. 


The Sevenfold Planes as limitations 
E: Could the sevenfold planes be viewed as limitations for the soul, akin to a soul trap? 


D: Yes, the sevenfold planes can hypothetically be seen as limitations or layers of existence that may keep the soul 
bound to cycles of existence or illusion, akin to a soul trap. This view aligns with esoteric beliefs viewing material or 


lower planes as places of illusion and limitation, potentially hindering the soul's spiritual evolution. 


E: Can one draw parallels between the concept of seven planes of consciousness and the idea of living in a "Matrix" 
or simulated reality? 
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D: One could draw parallels between the seven planes of consciousness and the idea of a "Matrix" or simulated 
reality, with each plane representing a different level or layer of the simulated world, possibly operating at different 
levels of complexity or frequency. 


E: How does the movie "Inception" correlate with the idea of living in a "Matrix" or different levels of reality 
illusions? 


D: "Inception" correlates with the idea of living in a "Matrix" by presenting a world where perceived reality can be 
artificially constructed and manipulated through shared dreaming, similar to the simulated reality in "The Matrix." 
Both narratives challenge perceptions of reality and feature themes of control and the quest for freedom. 
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The Lifting of the Brazen Serpent 
E: Why did Moses have to "Jift up" the bronze snake (called the Brazen Serpent) in the wilderness for the Israelites to 
be healed? 


D: The bronze snake lifted by Moses symbolizes a deep spiritual truth 
beyond its literal interpretation. In the story, the Israelites complained 
against God and Moses, leading to God sending fiery serpents. God's 
instruction for Moses to create a bronze serpent and place it ona pole 
was a symbolic act. When the Israelites looked upon it, they were healed, 
illustrating the idea of transcending the ego or lower self, which is 
symbolically represented by the serpent. 


E: What does the serpent represent in the Bible, and how does it relate to 
the ego? 


D: In the Bible, the serpent often symbolizes the ego, not a literal being 
named Satan. This is evident in the story of Adam and Eve, where the 
serpent's curse to crawl on its belly and eat dust signifies the ego's role in 
grounding us in the physical realm. The ego keeps us focused on the 
material world, which is metaphorically referred to as "eating the dust." 


E: Why was the brass serpent a suitable symbol for healing the Israelites? 


D: The brass serpent symbolizes the transformation of the ego. In contrast to the story of Adam and Eve where the 
serpent was cast down, lifting the serpent in the wilderness represents the spiritual awakening or transformation 
needed to restore the soul's spiritual aspect. It's a metaphor for raising the consciousness beyond the physical 
senses through spiritual practices like meditation and prayer, where the kundalini energy rises, activating the seven 
chakras until it reaches the pineal gland, symbolizing spiritual resurrection. 


E: How does Jesus’ statement in John 3:14 relate to the bronze serpent lifted by Moses? 

D: Jesus' statement, "And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted 
up," links the story of the bronze serpent to the concept of Christ consciousness. |t suggests that just as the bronze 
serpent was lifted for healing and transformation, so must individuals raise their inner Christ nature or consciousness 


beyond the physical senses towards spiritual awakening. 


E: What is the significance of the bronze serpent in relation to meditation and spiritual awakening? 
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D: The bronze serpent's lifting symbolizes the spiritual process where energy rises through the spinal column in 
meditation, opening the seven chakras and reaching the pineal gland. This process transforms the ego into a fully 
realized and awakened spiritual being, symbolizing the shedding of the ego and raising conscious awareness beyond 
the senses, akin to achieving Christ consciousness. 


E: Is the concept of lifting the bronze serpent a New Age teaching? 


D: While some may label these concepts as New Age, they are ancient spiritual understandings that predate 
Christianity and have been part of spiritual traditions for thousands of years. These concepts are embedded in both 
the Old and New Testaments, illustrating a deep understanding of the soul's journey towards spiritual enlightenment 
and resurrection, which is beyond traditional Christian interpretations. 


Christ in the Vesica Piscis 
E: What is the Vesica Piscis, and how does it relate to the concept of the 
Third Eye? 


D: The Vesica Piscis is a shape created by the overlap of two circles with 
the same radius, seen as a portal to higher consciousness in many spiritual 
traditions. The Third Eye, located at the brow, symbolizes the ability to 
perceive beyond the physical, akin to the Vesica Piscis, which represents 
the meeting point of two worlds or realities. It's where the physical and 
spiritual realms converge, offering insights beyond ordinary perception. 


E: How does the Third Eye facilitate the balancing of the brain 
hemispheres? 


D: The Third Eye is viewed as a point of synthesis where the logical, 
analytical left hemisphere and the creative, intuitive right hemisphere of 
the brain are balanced and integrated. This allows for a holistic perception, 
where rational thought complements intuitive insights, leading to a fuller 
understanding of reality. 


E: What is the significance of harmonizing 
masculine and feminine energies in relation to the 
Third Eye? 


D: The Third Eye is believed to achieve a 
harmonious integration of masculine and feminine 
energies within an individual, leading to a more 
balanced and holistic personality. This balance is 
crucial for personal growth and spiritual 
development, with the Third Eye serving asa 
bridge that connects and harmonizes these 
energies. 


E: Can you explain the symbolic representation of 
Christ within the Vesica Piscis in Christian art? 


MANDORLA AND FISH SYMBOL 
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D: In Christian art, placing Jesus within the Vesica Piscis symbolizes his 

dual nature as both human and divine, representing the union of 

heaven and earth with Jesus as the mediator. It also symbolizes Christ's 

birth through the womb of the Virgin Mary, aligning with themes of 

birth, renewal, and the inception of new life. Mandorla 


E: Can you share some examples of where Christ is portrayed within the 
Vesica Piscis in illustrated manuscripts, church windows, and other 
artworks? 


D: Sure. The following examples demonstrate the widespread use of the 
Vesica Piscis in Christian art as a symbol of sanctity and divinity: 


The Book of Durrow: This is one of the earliest surviving fully decorated 
Gospel books in the Insular style (a style that flourished in the 
monasteries of Ireland and Great Britain). It contains a carpet page in 
which the symbol of the Vesica Piscis is used, although it's more abstract 
and not directly portraying Christ within it. 


The Book of Kells: Another highly decorated Insular Gospel book. It 
features Christ and other biblical figures within elaborate frames that sometimes incorporate the Vesica Piscis shape, 
particularly in the initials and decorative pages. 


Chartres Cathedral Windows: The famous Gothic cathedral in Chartres, France, has stained glass windows where the 
Vesica Piscis is used to frame Christ and other sacred figures, emphasizing their divine nature. 


The Lindisfarne Gospels: An illuminated manuscript gospel book produced around the year 700 in a monastery off 
the coast of Northumberland, England, featuring decorative elements that include the Vesica Piscis, particularly in 
the carpet pages. 


St. Albans Psalter: A 12th-century illuminated manuscript, the St. Albans Psalter contains illustrations where the 
Vesica Piscis is used around figures of Christ and saints, symbolizing holiness and divine presence. 


Salisbury Cathedral: The cathedral contains examples of Christ depicted within the Vesica Piscis, especially in its 
stained glass windows and possibly in carvings and other decorative elements. 


York Minster: One of the largest cathedrals 
in Northern Europe, York Minster contains 
numerous stained glass windows, some of 
which use the Vesica Piscis to frame images 
of Christ and other biblical figures. 


E: How is the Vesica Piscis connected to the 
symbol of the fish in early Christian 
symbolism? 


D: The Vesica Piscis, resembling a fish 
shape, connects to early Christian 
symbolism where the fish represented Jesus 


Christ. The Greek word for fish, "Ichthys," served as an BioEnergetic Flow 
Energy Flow Through the Human System 


acronym for "Jesus Christ, God's Son, Savior," symbolizing 
Christ's followers’ faith, especially useful during times of 
persecution. 


Vesica Piscis and the Torus 
E: What is the relationship between the Vesica Piscis and the 
concept of a torus? 


D: When extended into three dimensions, the Vesica Piscis 
can create a torus shape, a donut-like structure significant in 
electromagnetic theory and energy field studies. This 
connection enriches the symbolic meaning of the Vesica 
Piscis, relating to concepts of magnetic fields in human 
anatomy, the Earth, and the dynamics of energy fields. 


E: How can the apple from the Garden of Eden be 
symbolically interpreted as a torus? 


D: Imagining the apple as a torus symbolizes knowledge, wholeness, and the 
cyclical nature of life. Eve biting the apple represents an awakening to the 
interconnected nature of existence but also signifies a fall into forgetfulness 
or oblivion, highlighting a moment of profound realization and the inherent 
cycles of awareness and experience. 


E: What does the Apple company's logo symbolize in relation to the Garden 
of Eden's apple? 


D: The Apple company's logo, depicting an apple with a bite taken out, symbolizes Eve's 
bite from the apple of "Knowledge" in the Garden of Eden, at least through my own 
interpretation. It represents humanity's pursuit of godhood through science and 
technology, contrasting with the "natural" existence in Eden, suggesting a leap towards 
understanding and innovation at the cost of innocence. 


E: How is the concept of a toroidal energy field related to the human body in esoteric 
lore? 


D: In esoteric lore, the human body is said to possess a toroidal energy field, with 

energy flowing in a donut-shaped pattern around and through the body. This reflects the continuous circulation of 
life energy or prana, maintaining balance and vitality, symbolizing the dynamic flow of consciousness through various 
states of awareness. 


E: Can you explain how the Earth's magnetic field is similar to a 
toroidal energy field? 


D: The Earth's magnetic field is also toroidal, with magnetic lines 
flowing from the North Pole, around the planet, and back through 
the South Pole. This macrocosmic reflection of microcosmic 
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patterns in the human body and other natural systems highlights 


the interconnectedness between humans and the planet, 
suggesting a universal harmony. 


E: What causes the Aurora Borealis and how does it relate to the 


Earth's magnetic field? 


D: The Aurora Borealis, or Northern Lights (likened to the Earth's 
Crown chakra), is caused by the interaction between the Earth's 


magnetic field and charged particles from the Sun. This 


interaction produces vivid colors in the sky, akin to the Earth's magnetic field's toroidal pattern. The phenomenon 


underscores the cosmic unity and the intricate relationship between terrestrial and celestial forces. 


Mitosis and the Seven Days of 


Creation 
E: What does the Vesica Piscis symbolize in relation 
to the fusion of sperm and egg? 


D: The Vesica Piscis, formed by the intersection of 
two circles, symbolizes the coming together of two 
separate entities to create something new, mirroring 
the fusion of sperm and egg in the creation of new 
life. It represents the unity of opposites and the birth 
of potentiality, akin to the initial step in the 
development of a new being. 


E: How does the process of mitosis in embryology 
relate to the Vesica Piscis? 


D: In embryology, the first division of a fertilized egg, 
or mitosis, resulting in two cells from one, is 
reminiscent of the Vesica Piscis. The overlapping 
circles creating a new, shared space symbolize the 


embryonic genesis, marking the beginning of the complex journey of forming a complete human being. 


geometry? 
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E: Can the seven days of creation be connected to the Seed of Life in sacred 


D: Yes, the progression from one circle to the formation of the Seed of Life, 
consisting of seven interlocking circles, is a metaphorical representation of the 
creation process. Each circle and its addition reflect a day of creation, 
symbolizing the emergence of light, duality, life's foundation, cosmic rhythms, 
higher consciousness, the completion of material creation, and the 
interconnectedness of all creation. 


E: How do Fibonacci spirals manifest in nature, and what do they symbolize? 


D: Fibonacci spirals, formed by the Fibonacci sequence, manifest in nature as 
spirals seen in pinecones, sunflowers, seashells, and galaxies. They represent a 


universal pattern of growth and expansion, symbolizing life's 
continuity and the mathematical rhythm that guides nature's 
evolution and growth. 


E: How is the energy movement of a torus similar to Fibonacci 
spirals? 


D: The energy movement of a torus, a donut-shaped structure, can 
be perceived as spiraling in a manner similar to Fibonacci spirals. 
This energy cycles through the center and loops around in a circular, 
continuous manner, echoing the spiraling patterns observed in 
natural phenomena like pinecones, emphasizing the 
interconnectedness and continuous flow of energy in the universe. 


Vesica Piscis as a Womb 
E: How can the Vesica Piscis be seen as a “Womb”? 


D: Well, the aureole or mandorla, the almond shaped void within 
the Vesica Piscis, could very well be interpreted as a "womb" in the 
context of Christian symbolism, particularly in relation to the 
concept of the Immaculate Conception. The mandorla's shape, 
reminiscent of a vagina aligns with themes of birth, renewal, and the 
inception of new life, central to the narrative of Jesus' birth. 


E: Could the arches or valves at the entrance of many churches, 
particularly those with a shape reminiscent of the mandorla, also be 
interpreted as symbolizing the womb of the "Mother Church." 


D: Yes. The mandorla-shaped arch at the entrance could be seen as 
representing a portal or passage. Interpreted as a womb, vulva or 
vagina, it symbolically conveys the idea of entering into the 
protective, nurturing embrace of the church — the Mother Church 

— which is often seen as a spiritual caretaker or guardian. The word 
"Church" comes from the word "Kirke," from the Latin "Circus," which 
means circle. 


E: So just as a womb symbolizes birth and the beginning of life, 
entering through these mandorla-shaped arches could represent a 
spiritual rebirth or renewal for the faithful as they enter a sacred 
space? 


The church entrance serves as a threshold between the secular outside 
world and the sacred interior, referred to as the inner Sanctum or 
“The holy of Holies”. The church tower, in this interpretation, naturally 
becomes the male counterpart, the phallic symbol of the erect penis 
(Obelisk), and the circular “Rose window”, above the arches of the 
entrance, thus becomes a symbol of the Clitoris. 
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Pinecones and the Pineal Gland 
E: What is the significance of the Pinecone as a spiritual symbol? 


D: Well, the pinecones have symbolized spiritual awakening, the Third Eye, and the Pineal Gland throughout history, 
tracing back to ancient Conifer Pine Trees*. 
(* The true Conifers first developed during the Carboniferous Period about 360-290 million years ago). 


E: What does the Pineal Gland 
regulate and where is it located? 


D: Located at the brain's center 
and mirroring a pinecone's shape, 
the Pineal Gland is deeply 
connected to light perception, 
regulates sleep patterns, and is 
one of the most blood-rich organs 
in the body. Rick Strassman's 
research suggests that the Pineal 
Gland produces DMT, a 
psychedelic compound linked to 
profound spiritual experiences. 


E: What did Descartes claim about 
the Pineal Gland in his 1664 
“Treatise on Man’? 


4 
4 
4 


~ 
- 


P 
4 


D: Descartes claimed that the 
interaction between the physical 
body and the non-physical or 
“immaterial” mind occurs in the 
pineal gland, referring to it as the 
“Seat of the Soul.” The Pineal 
Gland is often symbolized by the 
pinecone across cultures, 
representing a center for 
enlightenment. 


E: What ancient artifact shows serpents meeting at a pinecone, and what does it symbolize? 

D: The ancient Egyptian Staff of Osiris, dating to around 1224 BC, shows serpents meeting at a pinecone, 
symbolizing Kundalini energy rising to the Third Eye during enlightenment. In Greek and Roman beliefs, the pinecone 
was integral. Dionysus (Bacchus to the Romans) also frequently held a pinecone-topped “Thyrsus.” 


E: How do Hindu deities and their depiction relate to pinecones? 


D: Hindu deities, like Shiva, are often depicted with pinecones, signifying spiritual knowledge, with Shiva consistently 
represented with a pinecone-like head intertwined with serpents. 


E: What does the giant bronze pinecone, the “Pigna,” represent and where is it located now? 
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D: The “Pigna,” a giant bronze pinecone 
once placed near the Temple of Isis, is 
now positioned at the Vatican, 
representing the Third Eye and 
suggesting a hidden spiritual message in 
Catholic traditions. Pinecone symbolism 
can also be seen on the papal staff and 
on the Vatican flag*. 

(* Kundalini Awakening in the Bible - 
Many stories, one truth, By Anne Marie) 


Some theories even suggest the pinecone was the forbidden fruit in the Garden 
of Eden. \ts consistent association with serpents across cultures fuels this 
speculation. 


The Bible references pinecones and the Pineal Gland, with Genesis and 
Matthew providing intriguing insights. Genesis narrates Jacob naming a place 
“Peniel”, meaning “Face of God,” after seeing God. 


E: What does the Gospel of Matthew, chapter 6, verse 22, suggest about the 
"single" eye? 


D: The Gospel of Matthew suggests that if the eye is single, the whole body will be full of light, highlighting the 
enlightening power of the Third Eye. 


E: How is the proverb "In the land of the blind, the one-eyed man is king" connected to spiritual insight? 


D: Attributed to Desiderius Erasmus, this proverb suggests that those with spiritual insight or enlightenment possess 
an advantage or a higher understanding in a world lacking such perception. 


Golgotha — the place of the “Skull” 


E: So, the concept of the "third eye" or “Ajna chakra” 
is often linked to the pineal gland in esoteric 
traditions, representing insight, intuition, and spiritual 
vision, but how is this connected to Jesus's crucifixion? 


D: Well, Jesus was supposedly crucified at Golgotha, 
known as the place of "the skull". Symbolically this 
means that Christ is “enlightened”, through the 
crucifixion, and steps out of the Ajna Chakra (the 
mandorla of the vesica pisces), and then ascending, 
through the “Crown” of thorns” (the Crown Chakra), 
up to Heaven. Crown comes from the word “Corona”, Jesus crucified on Golgotha, 
symbolizing the halo around the Sun: ” Then came the *Skull Place” between the 
Jesus forth, wearing a crown of thorns” (John 19:5). “Two Thieves” 


E: And the fact that Jesus died at the age of 33, does it hold any significance in this context? 
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D: Yes. The human spine, with its 33 vertebrae, is seen as a symbolic ladder or pathway (up the “column”, the Djed 
pillar) to spiritual awakening. The number 33 is significant in various mystical traditions, including Freemasonry 
where it represents the highest degree in the Scottish Rite. This number can be allegorically linked to the idea of 
ascending through different levels of spiritual understanding or consciousness. This is why Jesus “died at 33” and was 
then resurrected, or “enlightened” though the crown of thorns, the crown chakra. 


E: And the spine here being a symbol of the “serpent”? 


D: Yes. Like we’ve already mentioned, the serpent is a powerful symbol in many spiritual traditions. In Hinduism, 
particularly in the context of Yoga and Tantra, the serpent is associated with Kundalini energy, believed to be a 
dormant, serpent-like force at the base of the spine. When awakened, this energy is said to rise through the chakras 
(energy centers) along the spine, up to the center of the brain, the pineal gland (close to the reptile brain). In fact the 
Sanskrit term "Kundali Shakti" translates as "Serpent Power". |n the end it’s all about what the Gnostics called 
“gnosis”. 


Gnosis 
E: So, what is this “gnosis”, what is this ultimate 
truth about humanity that remains a mystery? 


D: The ultimate truth about humanity concerns 
who we really are at a fundamental level, a truth 
we collectively don't yet understand. This is the 
core mystery that gnosis, or the illumination of 
knowledge through deep, personal experience, 
aims to reveal. 


E: What does Gnosticism represent, and how was it 
perceived historically? 


D: Gnosticism is a faith that was common in the 
first four centuries of Christianity but is now nearly 
forgotten. It was considered a heresy by those opposed to it, mainly the fathers of the Church, despite its value. 
Gnosticism emphasizes personal, intuitive, or spiritual understanding over factual knowledge. 


E: How do the Gnostics' beliefs differ from mainstream Christian teachings? 

D: The Gnostics believed in experiencing God directly, rather than through organized religion or being told what to 
believe in a church. They valued mysticism and individual spiritual exploration over following organized religious 
teachings. 

E: Why did the Church oppose Gnosticism? 

D: The Church opposed Gnosticism because its emphasis on personal spiritual experience and rejection of earthly 
authority or dogma threatened the structure of organized religion, which relies on a collective following and 


adherence to specific teachings. 


E: How were Gnostics treated by the organized church? 
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The Gnostic Cross, 
transformed into a CUBE 


Figure 10 
The Gnostic Cross 


D: The Gnostics were persecuted by the organized church, which sought to stamp out the Gnostic movement. By the 
fourth century, Gnostic churches had been closed, and all known writings destroyed, due to their perceived threat to 
organized religion's authority. 


E: What is the significance of Gnosticism today? 


D: Despite being nearly eradicated, Gnostics are recognized today as having been advanced in depth psychology and 
religious philosophy. They are acknowledged for their politeness, learning, and wealth, despite the ruthless 
persecution they faced from the Church. 


The Establishment of Christian Orthodoxy 


E: How did the Church establish its current structure and authority? 


D: The Church took 150 years after Jesus' death to establish its system of deacons, priests, and bishops. Over the 
next century, the clergy debated which form of Christianity should be accepted, leading to significant differences in 
opinion. The Church used violence to secure its position of authority and navigated through disarray to its current 
status. 


E: What was the role of the Council of Nicea in shaping Christianity? 


D: Emperor Constantine convened the Council of Nicea in C.E. 325 to resolve differences within Christianity for the 
Roman Empire. This council, manipulated to ensure Constantine's theology received unanimous approval, led to the 
excommunication and banishment of dissenting bishops. The Council significantly influenced Christianity as we 
know it today. 


E: Was there an official version of the New Testament 
immediately after the Council of Nicea? 


D: No, an official version of the New Testament did not 
exist immediately after the Council of Nicea. Despite this, 
Constantine initiated a campaign to burn and destroy all 
religious materials that contradicted the newly established 
official theology. 
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E: Who was Athanasius, and what was his impact on Christian doctrine? 


D: Athanasius*, born around C.E. 296 and died in 373, played a crucial role in 
defining the Church's doctrine on Christ's deity, which became official after his 
death. Although he could not speak at the Council of Nicea due to his youth, 

his views profoundly influenced Christian theology. During his 45 years as 
Bishop of Alexandria, he faced exile five times by different emperors because of 
his beliefs. 

(* See: The Great Athanasius: An Introduction to His Life and Work, by John R. 
Tyson). 


E: What was the significance of the library of Alexandria's destruction? 


D: The library of Alexandria, destroyed in 389* by Emperor Theodosius’ edict, 

represented a monumental loss of knowledge. It was the world's largest library, ‘/( 

housing over 700,000 manuscripts, scrolls, and codices, many of which were a ow, / Cross- linked to "the bible 
: : : . ; As OU a | 

unique. The library aimed to collect all written works under one roof, and its 

destruction erased invaluable documents, including those that may have provided the doctrinal basis of the Gospels, 

thus hiding the truth. 

(* Read more about this in: Not in His Image - Gnostic Vision, Sacred Ecology, and the Future of Belief, by John Lamb 

Lash). 


ft: 


Formation of the New Testament 
E: When was a more definitive decision made about the 
books of the New Testament? 


D: Well, following the Synod at Hippo*, the clergy made a 
more precise decision on the books to be included in the 
New Testament, reflecting the official religion established 
by Constantine 75 years earlier. 

(* The Synod of Hippo refers to the synod of 393 which 
was hosted in Hippo Regius in northern Africa during the 
early Christian Church. Additional synods were held in 394, 
397, 401 and 426. Some were attended by Augustine of 
Hippo. Read more about this in the book "Augustine of 
Hippo", by Peter Brown). 


E: Has the New Testament ever been officially declared by any authority or council? 


D: No, the books of the New Testament have never been officially declared by any authority or council, and 
disagreements over its contents persisted for centuries. 


E: How was the Book of Revelation treated in the Bible's history? 


D: The Book of Revelation, now seen as a crucial part of the New Testament, was repeatedly included and excluded 
from the Bible for over a thousand years. 


E: What followed the defeat of the Gnostics? 
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D: The defeat of the Gnostics and the fall of the Manichaeans around C.E. + 
600* preceded the onset of the Dark Ages, a period marked by the Church's : I N D E x 


efforts to control knowledge and its dissemination. L IB R O RUM 


(* The Book Your Church Doesn't Want You to Read, by Tim C. Leedom). 


PROHIBITORUM 
: . ; ; ; UWase ad totum Menfem Marti? MDCCXVIL. 
E: How did Christian leaders aim to control the population during the Dark 
a — i REGNANTE 
CLEMENTE Xi, 
D: During the Dark Ages, Christian leaders sought to control the population by Denits PY ny 


restricting access to knowledge, like we’ve talked about previously. They 
destroyed or hid ancient wisdom, |imited education among clergy, and kept 
potentially threatening sources of knowledge from the public. 


E: What significant action did Pope take regarding the control of knowledge? 
D: In 1555, Pope Paul IV, after becoming pope from being inspector-general of 
the Inquisition, established the Index of Forbidden Books*, blacklisting books Ex Typographia Rev. Cam. Apoft 4747: 
deemed harmful and sometimes forbidding their access to Christians under CUM PRIFILEGIO, 
threat of committing a mortal sin. 

(* The Index of Forbidden Books" by Giorgio Caravale). 


E: When was the Index of Forbidden Books discontinued? 
D: The Index of Forbidden Books was discontinued by Pope Paul VI in 1966, after more than four centuries in effect. 
E: What does that mean exactly? 


D: This means that a list established by the Catholic Church to censor publications deemed harmful to faith or morals, 
was formally abolished. The Index had been in effect for over 400 years, regulating the reading material of Catholics 
to prevent the spread of heretical and non-conforming ideas. \ts discontinuation marked a significant shift towards 
more open access to literature and ideas within the Catholic community. 


E: Are many rare and valuable books suspected to be held by the Vatican? 


D: Yes, it's believed that many rare and significant books may still be in 
the Vatican's possession, inaccessible to the public and guarded within 
the vast Vatican Library. 


E: What is Eusebius' role in the historical account of the Church's 
formation? 


D: Eusebius, living from C.E. 263-339, wrote the only surviving 
contemporary account of the Church's formation. However, his writings 
are from a Christian and biased perspective, aiming to glorify the religion 


FUISEBIUS while suppressing any disgraceful aspects. 
ECCLESIASTIGAL E: How did the Roman Catholic Church impact human knowledge? 
HISTORY 
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D: The Roman Catholic Church significantly hindered the progress of human knowledge by repressing and destroying 
opposing information and valuable documents, potentially setting back intellectual development by about 2000 
years. 


E: What scientific knowledge was lost due to the Church's actions? 


D: Key scientific concepts, such as the Earth revolving around the sun and the Earth's circumference, were known in 
ancient times but were lost or suppressed by the Church, delaying advancements in astronomy and navigation for 
centuries. 


E: How did Christianity's rise affect Greek philosophy? 


D: Christianity, gaining power in the fourth century, eventually led to the shutdown of the last schools of Greek 
philosophy in the sixth century, stifling the advancement of wisdom and knowledge. 


The illegitimacy of Peter as Pope | A F 
E: What are the origins of the papacy, and how 
was the title "pope" used historically? 


D: The papacy's development is rooted in 
controversial origins, with early popes like 
Tertullian expressing disdain for the role. The title 
"pope," meaning "father," was initially used for 
all bishops from the third to fifth centuries. It 
wasn't until the sixth century that it became 
exclusive to the bishops of Rome, with a formal 
ban on others using the title established in 1073. 


Then Peter took him aside 
= and began to rebuke him. 

At this he turned around and, 
_ _ looking at his disciples, 
rebuked Peter and said, 
"Get behind me, Satan. 
You are thinking not as God does, 
: : but as human beings do." 
E: Was Peter the first pope according to historical cies 


and biblical records? 


D: No, Peter is considered just another bishop, not the first pope. This viewpoint is supported by figures like Pope 
Cyprian in the mid-250s, who contested the idea of a direct succession from Peter to the papacy, calling it a sham. 


E: What does Matthew 16:15-18 imply about Peter's role in the Church? 

D: While some interpret Matthew 16:18 as Jesus appointing Peter as the foundation of the Church, a deeper analysis, 
considering the Aramaic language and the context, suggests that Jesus was not referring to Peter as the rock but to 
the truth or faith Peter confessed. This interpretation is supported by various scholars, including Roman Catholics and 
Protestants, indicating the Church is built on the truth of faith rather than on Peter himself. 

E: How did Jesus react to Peter's misunderstanding of his mission? 

D: Jesus rebuked Peter shortly after praising his faith, particularly when Peter misunderstood Jesus's prediction of his 
own suffering and death. Jesus's strong rebuke, calling Peter "Satan" and criticizing his worldly perspective in 


Matthew 16:23, suggests that Jesus did not entrust the future of his Church to Peter based on this incident. 


E: What does the Aramaic language's lack of a word for "church" indicate about Jesus's intentions for his followers? 
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D: The absence of a word for There is no obvious biblical evidence that Peter was ever in Rome, but 
the first epistle of Peter does mention that "The church that is at 
Babylon, elected together with you, saluteth you; and so doth Marcus my 


"church" in Aramaic suggests 
that Jesus did not intend to 
establish a church in the way 
we understand it today, with 
temples, priests, synagogues, 
or services. He was open to 
public meetings, which the 
Greek word "ekklesia" was 
used to describe, but aimed to 
build a following without the 
formal structure of a traditional 
church. 


E: Is there historical evidence 
to support Peter being a bishop 
in Rome and thereby 
legitimizing the papacy? 


D: Most contemporary authorities argue that there is no substantial evidence to suggest Peter ever lived in Rome or 
served as a bishop there. This view is supported by more than 20 references from respected scholars, indicating the 
claim of Peter's Roman bishopric might be a later invention without basis in early tradition. 


Check out Bart Ehrman's work in relation to this. He claims our earliest evidence for the existence of a church in 
Rome is Paul’s letter to the Romans from the 50s CE, which presupposes a congregation of predominantly Gentiles 
and does not mention Peter. 

E: So Ehrman suggests that the church in Rome was not established by Peter? 

D: Yes. The tradition that the church in Rome was “founded and organized by the two most glorious apostles, Peter 
and Paul,” as stated by Irenaeus in the late second century, is challenged by the fact that Paul's letter indicates he 
had not yet visited Rome when he wrote it, making it unlikely that Peter had arrived in Rome by then. 

E: What do other scholars say about Peter's presence in Rome? 

D: Scholars, including ecclesiastical lawyer Charles Du Moulin from the 1500s and sources from "The Popular and 
Critical Bible Encyclopedia" of 1908, state there's no tradition or credible documentation from the first century to 
prove Peter was ever in Rome. Assertions of his presence there only emerged starting from the third century. 

E: What conclusion can be drawn regarding spiritual authority according to the text? 

D: The text suggests that true spiritual authority resides within the individual, rather than in man-made traditions or 


institutions. It emphasizes that personal spiritual power and authority are found within one's own spirit, challenging 
the notion of external, artificial sources of authority. 


180 


spt ges Tere Fohumes the! mok woner Beri We Could have lived without i 
Authors of the Gospels pace et bch ie 


E: Who were the actual authors of the Gospels of Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John? 


D: The Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John were not 
written by these individuals. Their authorship was attributed 
to them by the Church because they were known to have 
been associated with Jesus, as a means to lend legitimacy to 
the texts. 


E: Is it really so? Can this be supported by legitimate biblical 
research? 


D: Yes. Many modern scholars argue that the Gospels were 
actually written by anonymous authors and later attributed to 
these figures to lend them authority. 


E: Can you provide some references to support this 
perspective? 


D: Sure. "An Introduction to the New Testament" by 
Raymond E. Brown, is a comprehensive guide that suggests 
that the Gospels were likely written by followers of Jesus who 
lived after his death. This book explores how the names of 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John were ascribed to the texts as 
part of the early Christian tradition, not necessarily because those individuals were the authors. 


E: any other authors you can recommend? 


D: Well, there are quite a few. "Who Wrote the New Testament?" by Burton L. Mack is a good one. Also "Forged: 
Writing in the Name of God" by Bart D. Ehrman, is a book written by a leading biblical scholar, who explores the 
evidence that many books of the New Testament were written by people who falsely claimed to be apostles. He 
includes the Gospels in this category, suggesting that their real authors were anonymous Christians of the first 
century. 


There are also various study Bibles, such as "The New Oxford Annotated Bible with the Apocrypha" which includes 
notes and essays from various scholars on the topic of biblical authorship. 


E: What was the significance of assigning authorship of the Gospels to the apostles for the Church? 


D: Assigning authorship of the Gospels to the apostles was a crucial step in organizing the Church, as it provided a 
direct link to Jesus, thus granting the Church legitimacy and a way to connect its history to Him. 


E: How did the coupling of the Old Testament with the New Testament affect Christianity during Constantine's time? 
D: The coupling of the Old Testament with the New Testament provided Christianity with a "charter" that lent it 


legitimacy by giving it a solid historical basis and connecting its myths and rituals more solidly, something crucial for 
its acceptance in the 4th century. 
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E: What would Jesus likely oppose based on his teachings? 


D: Jesus would have likely opposed the coupling of the Old and New Testaments and the Church's emphasis on 
organizational structure over personal experience with God, as well as the Church's violent promotion of doctrinal 
ideas. 


God Incarnate? 
E: Did Jesus ever claim to be God Incarnate or the Second 
Person of the Trinity in the Bible? 


D: No, Jesus never explicitly claimed to be God Incarnate or the 
Second Person of the Trinity in the Bible. His teachings and 
claims were more about being a servant of God and achieving a 
spiritual triumph rather than claiming divinity in the form of 
being part of the Trinity. 


If you want to delve into that topic, then | highly recommend John 1 0:30 KJV 


"How Jesus Became God: The Exaltation of a Jewish Preacher | an d m y Fa th er are one 


from Galilee" by Bart D. Ehrman. 


E: What does he explore in his book? 


D: Ehrman explores the historical Jesus and how early Christians came to view him as divine. The book discusses the 
development of Christology in the early church and examines the New Testament texts to show that Jesus did not 
explicitly claim to be God. Ehrman's analysis is based on a critical examination of biblical texts and the context in 
which they were written. 


E: What does Jesus's statement "I and my Father are one" imply? 


D: Jesus's statement "J and my Father are one" implies a common goal or purpose with God, rather than claiming 
equality or identity with the heavenly Father, which would have been blasphemous to Jesus. 


Baptized in the name of the Trinity? 


THE wo R {i , ail E: Is the doctrine of the Trinity explicitly spelled out in the 


Bible? 


D: The doctrine of the Trinity is not explicitly spelled out 
anywhere in the Bible. The concept evolved over time and 


IS NOTIN THE 


was formally developed after the biblical texts were written. It 
also involved Arianism, but we will talk more about that 


further on. 


E: Was the verse in Matthew 28:19-20 about baptizing in the name of the Trinity originally in the Bible? 
D: Scholarship suggests that the verse in Matthew 28:19-20, which mentions baptizing in the name of the Father, 


Son, and Holy Spirit, was added later and not part of the early Church's practice, which baptized in the name of 
Jesus only. 
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Jaroslav Pelikan, in his historical study of Gods born out of the Cosmic Egg representing 
Spiritual Transformation and Robirth 


Christian doctrine, notes that the doctrine 
of the Trinity was the result of theological 
reflection on the biblical witness and was 
influenced by philosophical categories of 
the time. 


The early Church Fathers, such as Tertullian, 
who is credited with using the term 
"Trinitas" to describe the Godhead, 
contributed to the development of 
Trinitarian theology by wrestling with how 
to articulate the Christian experience of God 
in light of scriptural revelation. 


Also scholars such as Larry W. Hurtado and 
Richard Bauckham have explored early 
Christian worship practices and the way 
Jesus is portrayed alongside God in New 
Testament texts. They argue that while 
these practices and texts reflect a high view 
of Jesus and an understanding of his divine 
status, the explicit doctrinal formulation of the Trinity was a later development that sought to coherently express the 
implicit understandings of God's nature present in the early Christian community. 


“eT y; Km, 
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pter 11 | 
of Heaven and Earth 


The Ark of the Covenant 
E: What legend is associated with Ethiopia's Kebra Negast and the Ark of the Covenant? 


D: A popular legend tied to Ethiopia's Kebra Negast* narrates how the Queen of Sheba's visit to King Solomon led to 
their son, Menelik, inadvertently bringing the Ark of the Covenant to Aksum, laying the groundwork for the Ethiopian 
empire. The Ark, revered in Jewish and Christian traditions as a divine symbol, was believed to grant invincibility in 
battles but was so sacred that touching it resulted in death. After Babylon's invasion of Jerusalem, the Ark vanished, 
fueling centuries of speculation and inspiring cultural tales, including films like "Raiders of the Lost Ark." Its final 
location remains one of history's enduring mysteries. 
(* Kebra Negast or The Glory of the Kings, is a 14th-century national epic of Ethiopia, written in Ge'ez by Nebure Id 
Ishaq of Aksum) 

Throughout Ethiopia, Orthodox churches are not considered 
E: And this was supposedly, and somehow connected churches until the local bishop gives them a tabot, a replica of 
with Solomon's son? the original Ark of the Covenant. The tabot is at least six inches 


(15 cm) square, and it is made of either alabaster, marble, or 


wood (see acacia). 
D: Yes. The Kebra Negast's portrayal of the Ark is ( a 


central to Ethiopia's heritage, with its medieval 
Solomonic dynasty tracing lineage back to Menelik, 
Solomon's son. This lineage continued until 1974, 
officially recognized in Haile Selassie I's constitutions. 
The Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church, a major 
religious body, regards the Kebra Negast as authentic 
Christian history, asserting that the Ark has been 
safeguarded in Aksum at the Church of St. Mary of 
Zion for centuries. Also each Ethiopian Orthodox 
church has a “Tabot”, a replica of the Ark, held in high 
reverence and used during significant religious events. 


E: Was the Ark of the Covenant originally a Hebrew 
artifact? 


D: David brought the final Ark of the Covenant into Jerusalem, but its origin was not Hebrew. The concept of the Ark, 
also known as the "sacred chest," was inspired by similar artifacts from ancient Egyptian stories. According to 
sources like Smith's Bible Dictionary, the term "Ark" itself is derived from Egyptian origins, indicating that the design 
of the Ark was influenced by Egyptian, Akkadian, and Chaldean ark-shrines*. This is evidenced by depictions of 
ancient Egyptian priests carrying a golden ark on the walls of Ramses II's temple at Abydos, Egypt, suggesting a 
cultural exchange that influenced the Hebrew Ark's design. 
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(* See: “Lost Secrets of the 
Sacred Ark”, by Laurence 
Gardner and “Secrets and 
Mysteries of the Lost Ark”, by 
James R Hoffer). 


E: What are the similarities 
between the Egyptian and the 
Hebrew Ark? 


D: In Egyptian museums, the ark 
representations often resemble 
those depicted in Hebrew 
traditions, with a notable 
similarity in design and function. 
Specifically, the Egyptian arks are 
sometimes adorned with the 
figure of Anubis, the jackal- 
headed god associated with mummification and the afterlife, lying atop the ark. This imagery connects the ark to the 
star Sirius, known as the "dog star," highlighting its spiritual significance. Such arks were not just mythological; for 
instance, Lord Carnarvon discovered an ark with Anubis on it, underscoring the historical intertwining of Egyptian 
artifacts with their religious and cosmological beliefs. 


E: And you mentioned that the Ark supposedly exist, in a church in Ethiopia — is this really trustworthy information? 


D: Well, the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church indeed claims to possess the Ark of the Covenant, known locally 
as the Tabot, within the sanctuary of the Church of Our Lady Mary of Zion in Aksum, Ethiopia. This claim is part of a 
long-standing tradition, and the church maintains that the Ark is kept under strict guard and is not visible to the 
public. Historical and religious narratives suggest that the Ark was brought to Ethiopia from Israel millennia ago. 
However, the actual evidence supporting this claim is not publicly verifiable, as access to the Ark is highly restricted 
and reserved for a select few within the church hierarchy. 


E: Are there any Bible passages describing what’s inside the Ark? 


D: Yes, the Bible describes the contents of the Ark of 
the Covenant. According to Hebrews 9:4, the Ark 
contained the gold jar of manna, Aaron's staff that 
had budded, and the stone tablets of the covenant, 
which are the Ten Commandments given to Moses 
on Mount Sinai. 


E: But if no one can see it, then how can anyone 
verify its existence? 


D: Exactly! The nature of the Ark’s supposed 
guardianship at Aksum has made the church’s claim to ownership basically unverifiable. Most historians think that if 
it existed, the more than 3,000-year-old relic either disintegrated over time or was destroyed. But this, too, is only 
speculation. For many, the final fate of the Ark remains a fascinating mystery and a perhaps unsolvable one. 
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E: And what is the Bible's view on this? 


D: According to the Book of Revelation the 
Ark is no longer on earth: 

“Then God's temple in heaven was opened, 
and the ark of the covenant was seen within 
the temple” 


E: Very interesting! 


D: It truly is. Revelation 11:19, describes a 
vision where the temple of God in heaven is 
opened, revealing the Ark of His Covenant 
amidst phenomena such as lightnings, voices, 
thunderings, an earthquake, and great hail. 
This passage suggests that the Ark exists in a 
spiritual or divine realm rather than a physical location on Earth. \t implies that the true Ark of the Covenant is 
beyond human reach, secured in the heavenly temple of God, aligning with the view that its significance transcends 
earthly possession or discovery. 


The King Solomon Myth 
E: How much has the Temple Institute in Jerusalem spent on 
preparations for rebuilding the Jewish temple? 


D: The Temple Institute in Jerusalem has spent approximately 27 
million dollars on preparations for the rebuilding of the Jewish 
temple. These efforts include research, educational activities, and the 
creation of ritual items and garments that would be needed for 
temple services, according to traditional Jewish law and practice. 
Their work reflects a commitment to realizing a vision deeply rooted 
in Jewish religious tradition. 


E: What do scholars say about the historical existence of King 
Solomon and his temple? 


D: The origin of King Solomon is debated. Some scholars say that he 
simply didn’t exist, and neither did his temple. This is explored in the 
book "The Bible Unearthed" by Israel Finkelstein and Neil Asher 
Silberman. According to these authors, the temple of Solomon was 
just a story, and Solomon himself was just a myth, as explored by G.J. 
Whitman in his article "The Myth of Solomon." Whitman, a scholar at 
the University of Melbourne, Department of Near Eastern Studies, contributes to this perspective. 


E: So what is the official story in relation to the unofficial one? 


D: Well, according to the narrative, King Solomon became king because he inherited the throne from his father, King 
David. King Solomon was known for being a very wise man. However, according to Near Eastern studies and 
archaeology, the empire of David or Solomon is not mentioned in any sources: Monumental reliefs and statues, 
palaces, ivories, jewelry, and all signs of the sophistication required to run an empire are lacking. 
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E: How does Donald Redford critique the 
biblical narratives about David and 
Solomon? 


D: Donald Redford, an author and leading 
authority on the era, writes in frustration at 
the absence of anything to verify the 
biblical stories: "Such topics as the foreign 
policy of David and Solomon, Solomon's 
trade in horses, or his marriage to 
Pharaoh's daughter must remain themes 
for midrash and fictional treatment." 


E: What is “Midrash”? 


D: Midrash is a Jewish term referring to a method of interpreting biblical stories that goes beyond simple distillation 
of religious, legal, or moral teachings. It seeks to uncover deeper meanings and insights in the Hebrew Bible by 
exploring the text's nuances, gaps, and connections. Employing creative exegesis, Midrash often involves storytelling, 
allegory, and commentary, aiming to provide ethical and spiritual guidance. This tradition plays a crucial role in 


Jewish learning and theology, enriching the understanding of the text through various interpretative lenses. 
E: What does Philip Davies say about the possibility of a Davidic empire administered from Jerusalem? 


D: Philip Davies, in his book "In Search for Ancient Israel," discounts any possibility of "...a Davidic empire 
administered from Jerusalem... the range of indices considered by Jamieson-Drake make it necessary for us to exclude 
the Davidic and Solomonic monarchies, let alone their empire, from non-biblical history of Palestine”. 


E: What was the outcome of the 1990 issue of 
The Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental 
Research regarding King Solomon's era? 


D: Well, the spring 1990 issue of the prestigious 
journal, The Bulletin of the American Schools of 
Oriental Research, was entirely devoted to 
deciding which archaeological levels of the 
ancient cities of Palestine belonged to the time 
of King Solomon. The scholars were unable to 
agree ona conclusion. 


E: How does G.E. Wright assess archaeological 
discoveries related to David and Solomon in 
Jerusalem? 


D: | can read a quote for you. G.E. Wright 
summarizes (Persia & Creation of Judaism; 


Kear 


BODY AS TEMPLE : ; 
‘This diagram js an extension of the temple. BOOK 1): "No discovery has been made in 

jan on the left. The numbers on the bod, * ze 
ae to those on the different sections. + Jerusalem which can be dated...to the time of 
of the building plan. The correspondences : s 
are similar to Eastern Chakras, but instead = David and Solomon. Nothing can be 
of energy centers, the parts of the temple 


relate to parts of the body that sense or are ~—  UNequivocally attributed to Solomon, nor is 
similar to the function of the temple objects 


they refer to. 


ates 


TEMPLE AS BODY 


Searching for a connection to the world 
outside ourselves and beyond, we have 


EAST MEETS WEST 
This Indian temple plan show 
how manyancient Hindu sites 
translated the human body 
into architecture to create a 
symbolic representation of 
the cosmos, 


used the human body to understand the 
pattern of creation from the beginning 
of time, Architecture has: always been an 
intermediary for expressing our connection 
to the cosmos—matching the mystery 
of our own bodies to the mysteries of the 
universe helps us better understand both. 
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there any trace of a great culture that he developed. Hazor, Megiddo, and Gezer have been widely excavated and 
palaces, temples, and fortifications have been found, but none mention Solomon, and the important buildings seem 
to be dated before his supposed time and after who were being given a unifying myth. People believe such myths, and 
they succeed in their purpose because they are attractive stories, and convincing. If they were not, they would be 
useless. The popularity of myths cannot be any evidence of their truth". 


As you can see, there really is no corroborating evidence for these myths, but the absence of any historical 
confirmation of a Solomon doesn’t seem to deter biblicist "scholars" who adamantly is stuck in the idea that "God 
told them there was a Solomon", so what scholarship could possibly contradict it? 


E: What does Israel Finkelstein say about the authenticity of archaeological objects related to biblical narratives? 


D: Israel Finkelstein, a prominent Israeli historian and noted archaeologist, says in the Guardian 2005, in his article 
“Faking it’: "The antiquities scam exposed the gullibility of believers, as observations clearly show that the inscribed 
objects are extremely rare in proper archaeological digs in Palestine, and yet the antiquities market kept producing 
them by the cartload. There is an eagerness all over the world, in museums, to display antiquities of great value, and 
there is no question that some of them were not careful enough of their methods. It was some sort of naivete, 
something about wanting to believe”. 


E: So what conclusions can we draw from all this? 


D: Well, some scholars argue that the biblical texts describing Solomon's reign and the temple's construction were 
written centuries later, reflecting more on the time of their writing than on actual historical events. 


Also, the stories of Solomon's wisdom and wealth might have been influenced by similar legends from neighboring 
cultures, suggesting they could be more mythological than historical. And the glorification of Solomon's reign could 
have served political or religious purposes, solidifying the unity and identity of the Israelite people under a 
magnificent ancestral monarchy. 


The Name of Solomon ‘The meaning of the name “Solomon” 


E: So where do we get the name 
Solomon? 


“a 


NO 5 y ay Vas 


D: Some say that the name is 
derived from the name for the 


Sun, in three ancient languages: ; ag 

Latin, Hindi and Egyptian. Sol-Om- ‘ : Lf 

On. —— , _ 
Sol Om On (An, Anu) 

Creator God ofthe Sun — Creator God of the Sun Creator God of the Sun 


personifying the sun, variously in it's expanding state in it’s balanced state init’s receeding state 
identified with the Greek “Helios” 


or the Indo-Iranian god “Mithras”. 


“Sol” is an ancient Roman god 


“Om” is derived from the Hindu meditation symbol OM, or Aum, which also can be found within Buddhism and 
Jainism with a profusion of esoteric meanings. Like the sun, it is believed to be immortal and inexhaustible, and is 
interpreted as the symbolic expression of the creative spirit. 


"On" is the biblical name for the ancient Egyptian city of Heliopolis, known for its significant religious and cultural 
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center. Heliopolis, meaning "City of the Sun" in Greek, As Ahove So helow.. 


was a major center for the worship of the sun god Ra. RAM the Goat symbolically represents both 
Hippocampus and Female Reproductive System. 
E: Isn't there also an alchemical interpretation of the in astrology it represents the Aries. 


name? 


D: Yes. The name "Solomon" is thought by some esoteric 
scholars to symbolize an alchemical union, derived from 
"Sol-o-Mon," representing the sun (Sol) and the moon tA — 
(Mon). This interpretation suggests that Solomon enero: =< haraeiie 
embodies the mystical harmony between these celestial Ammons Reproductive System 
bodies, reflecting the balance of masculine (sun) and E 
feminine (moon) energies. This concept aligns with 
alchemical practices aimed at achieving spiritual 
enlightenment and the transformation of the self, where 
the fusion of opposites into a unified whole symbolizes 
the attainment of higher wisdom and unity with the 
divine. 


E: And this is mirrored in Freemasonic practices as well? 

Female 
D: Yes. This is reflected in the Freemasonic symbol of the 
square and compass, alongside the pillars Jachin and Boaz. 
These symbols embody esoteric and alchemical principles 
similar to the interpretation of Solomon as Sol-o-Mon. The 
square and compass represent the material and spiritual 
worlds, respectively, emphasizing the Freemasonic pursuit 
of balance and enlightenment. Jachin and Boaz, standing at 
the entrance of King Solomon's Temple, symbolize stability 
and strength, as well as the duality and harmony between 
the earthly and divine. These symbols collectively reflect the 
alchemical union of opposites, aiming for spiritual ascension 
and the unity of the microcosm and macrocosm. 


E: Some say that the original name of Solomon was 
“Shlomo”. What can you tell me about that? 


D: Yes, the original Hebrew name for Solomon is indeed 
"Shlomo." Derived from the root "Shalom," meaning peace, 
"Shlomo" reflects the peaceful reign and wisdom attributed 
to the biblical king. This name underscores Solomon's role in 
building the First Temple in Jerusalem and his legendary wisdom, as depicted in 
various biblical narratives. 


E: What about the word “Sin”, the antithesis to the word “On”? 
D: The word or name "Sin" refers to a deity from Mesopotamian mythology, 


specifically the god of the moon. Sin was a major deity in the pantheon of gods 
and goddesses and was particularly worshiped in the ancient city of Ur, the main 
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cult center. This connection between 
the word "Sin" and the moon god is 
part of the rich tapestry of ancient 
Near Eastern religious beliefs, where 
celestial bodies like the moon played 
significant roles in mythology and 
were often personified as deities with 
their own domains and powers. 


E: Are there any connections 
between the word Sin, and “Sinai”? 


D: The connections between the 
words "Sinai" and "Sion" (Zion) with 
the Mesopotamian moon god Sin are 
more etymological and symbolic than 
direct, however "Sinai" likely derived 
from the name of the moon god due 
to ancient Semitic worship practices, reflecting the sacredness of the location. If you combine Sin and On, you get 
Sin-On, very similar to Si-on. 


It is as William F. Albright, an American biblical scholar stated: 

“It is likely that the name Sinai is connected with the place-name Sin, which 
belongs to a desert plain in Sinai as well as to a Canaanite city in Syria and 
perhaps to a city in the northeast Delta of Egypt. It has also been recognized 
that it may somehow be connected with seneh (Arameic sanya), the name of 
a kind of bush where Moses is said to have first witnessed the theophany of 
Yahweh”. 


Also, if you look at the layout of Solomons temple from above, as it is drawn 
by the masonic orders, it clearly shows a phallic symbol. The union of the Sol 
and the Om, the sun and the moon (Zi-On), are symbols of male and female 
uniting in intercourse, producing new life. That’s one of the reasons for the 
letter G, alluding to “Generation”, within the masonic square and compass. It 
is not by chance that the star of David, with its two interlocking triangles, 
looks basically the same. 


E: It seems like we are back to the 
idea of sex-magic? 


D: Yes it goes back to Egyptian 
symbolism where heaven and 
earth enter into marriage with 
each other, it’s the tale of Nut and 
Geb. 


NVA 


2 St a ‘ ) 


Nut and Geb 
E: Who are Nut and Geb in ancient Egyptian mythology? 


D: Nut and Geb are deities in ancient Egyptian mythology 
representing the sky and the earth, respectively. Nut is 
the sky goddess, often depicted as a woman arching over 
the earth, covered in stars, while Geb is the earth god, 
usually portrayed lying beneath Nut, symbolizing the 
ground and fertility. 


E: What is the significance of their relationship in Egyptian 
cosmology? AS ABOVE 

SO BELOW 
D: Their relationship embodies the consummation 
between the sky and the earth, illustrating the 
interconnectedness of the universe's elements. This 
mythological union between Nut and Geb symbolizes the 
cyclical nature of life and the balance between celestial 
and terrestrial realms, emphasizing the importance of 
harmony and balance in the universe. 


E: How are Nut and Geb depicted in Egyptian art and G ree n M a n 


mythology? 


D: In Egyptian art, Nut is depicted as a woman stretching over the earth, forming the sky's arch, often painted with 
stars to represent the heavens (This is where the French word for night “Nuit” comes from). Geb is shown as a man 
lying beneath Nut, with green skin to symbolize vegetation and the earth's fertility. Their separation by the air god 
Shu created the space in which the world exists, highlighting their parental roles to key deities in the Egyptian 
pantheon. 


E: What does the union of Nut and Geb symbolize? 


D: The union of Nut and Geb symbolizes the daily sunrise and sunset cycle, where Nut engulfs the sun each evening 
and births it each morning. This cycle reflects the natural world's rhythms, such as agricultural growth and seasonal 
changes, underlining the ancient Egyptians' reverence for the natural order. 


E: And these themes of marriage, and sexual consummation are later mirrored in the Bible? 


D: Yes. It is further portrayed in for example “The Song of Solomon”, also known as the “Song of Songs”, where the 
praise of the mighty temple often is interpreted as a celebration of romantic love and sexual desire between a man 
and a woman. The verses in Song of Songs illustrates the intimate and passionate admiration shared between the 
lovers, highlighting the beauty, desire, and mutual pleasure they find in each other: 


“How beautiful and how delightful you are, 
My love, with all your charms! 

Your stature is like a palm tree, 

And your breasts are like its clusters. 

| said, “I will climb the palm tree, 

| will take hold of its fruit stalks.” 
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Oh, may your breasts be like clusters of the vine, 
And the fragrance of your breath like apples, 
And your mouth like the best wine!” (Song 7:6-9a). 


Oil on the Pillar of Stone 


E: It seems that astronomical signs, reflected in ornaments, pillars and other attributes, in sacred buildings of the 
past. It makes me think of the Indian and Egyptian traditions of pouring oil on the stone pillar. 


D: Yes, this type of sexual 
symbolism is found in many 
places in the Bible. Take, for 
example, the story of Jacob's 


18 Early the next 
morning Jacob took 
the stone he had 


ladder. Jacob dreamed that placed under his head 
Yahweh stood on a ladder that and set it up as a pillar 
reached into heaven and promised and poured oil on top 
him great fertility. The morning of it. 19 He called that 


after, he woke up and: “took the place Bethel. 
stone he had placed under his 

head and set it up as a pillar and poured oil on top of it. He called that place Bethel, though the city used to be called 
Luz. (Genesis 28:18-19) 


E: It’s Shiva Lingam symbolism all over again! 


D: Yes. On another occasion, we read that Yahweh appeared to Jacob and promised that “nations” would come out 
of his loins. “And Jacob set up a pillar in the place where he talked with him, even a pillar of stone: and he poured a 
drink offering thereon, and he poured oil thereon” (Genesis 35:14, KJV). 


Twin Towers 
E: Where did the idea of the two pillars, or twin towers come from? 


D: Well, on September 11, 2001, (according to the mainstream narrative) 
terrorists hijacked four airplanes. Two of these planes, American Airlines Flight 11 
and United Airlines Flight 175, were flown into the North and South towers (the 
“Twin Towers”), respectively, of the World Trade Center complex in New York City, 
causing both towers to collapse within hours. But there’s more to the story than 
these collapsing buildings. 


E: Tell me more. 
D: Well, when people see those types of high-rises standing together, they should 


know that this is a very ancient symbol. The motif of "twin towers" or dual 
structures has appeared in various cultures and mythologies throughout history, 


Many Gothic cathedrals feature twin towers at their facade, same with synagogues, representing the gateway to the 
spiritual world and reflecting the duality of divine and earthly power. 


As | said before, the Bible mentions the two pillars, Boaz and Jachin, which stood in the porch of King Solomon's 
Temple in Jerusalem. 1 Kings 7:21 and 2 Chronicles 3:17: 
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"He erected the pillars in the front of the temple, one to the south and one to the north. The 
one to the south he named Jakin and the one to the north Boaz". (2 Chronicles 3:17). 


In Freemasonry, these two pillars stand at the entrance of the lodge, embodying duality 
and balance. They signify the passage from the profane world to the sacred space of 
spiritual knowledge and enlightenment. 


E: And in Islam? 


D: In many Islamic architectural sites, you'll find minarets, gates, or other structures built in 
pairs or in symmetrical layouts, emphasizing the importance of balance, harmony, and the 
reflection of divine perfection in the material world. This can be seen in the layout of 
mosques, madrasas, and other significant buildings where symmetry and geometric 
patterns are key elements of the design. 


E: But where does this idea originate from? 


D: According to Egyptian symbolism the idea of twin towers refers to 
the two phallic symbols that supports the sky. Also in the ancient 
Babylonian system, 5000 years ago in the ancient East, kings were 
pictured between two pillars*. 

(* See: Symbols, Sex and the Stars — In popular belief, by Ernest 
Busenbark). 


E: Can you expand on that? 


D: Well, the concept of twin towers or pillars holding up the sky is 
deeply rooted in ancient mythology and symbolism, seen across 
various cultures. In Egyptian mythology, the twin pillars are often 
associated with the gods Isis and Osiris, representing stability, 
balance, and the gateway between the earthly realm and the divine. 
These pillars can also symbolize the dual aspects of nature, such as 
the sun and moon, life and death, or the material and spiritual 
worlds, reflecting the balance and harmony of the universe. 


In Babylonian and other Mesopotamian cultures, the theme of twin 
pillars can be traced back to the Enuma Elish and other creation 
myths, where pillars or towers symbolize the foundations of the 
earth and the gates of heaven. Kings being depicted between two 
pillars signify their role as intermediaries between the gods and 
humans, embodying the central axis or world tree that connects the 
heavens, earth, and underworld. 


E: What about India in relation to this topic? 


D: In Indian mythology and religious architecture, the motif of deities standing between two pillars or towers can 
symbolize a gateway or transition from the material world to the spiritual realm. 


E: And these motifs are visible in Indian temples? 
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D: Yes. In Hindu temples, the concept 
of duality and balance is often 
represented as twin pillars, but also 
through architectural elements like 
the temple's gopuram (towering 
gateway), the mandapa (pillared 
hall), and the garbhagriha (sanctum 
sanctorum) where the deity resides. 


E: Sounds a lot like the “Holy of 
Holies” in Judaism, wouldn’t you 
agree? 


D: Yes, the garbhagriha (sanctum 
sanctorum) in Hindu temples and the 
Holy of Holies in Jewish temples share 
similarities in concept and function. 
Both are considered the most sacred 
parts of their respective religious structures, where the divine presence is believed to reside most profoundly. 


E: Sound a lot like sexual symbolism, with the inner “sacrum” as the innermost part of the uterus, where life is 
generated. 


Inside = lessed D: Yes, you are right. The term "garbhagriha" actually translates to "womb 
Holy Olies chamber" in Sanskrit and is the innermost sanctuary of a Hindu temple. It houses 
A the the primary deity of the temple and is considered the focal point of spiritual 
Sacred Veil energy. Access to the garbhagriha is typically restricted, with entry limited to priests 
/ _ or, in some temples, not allowed at all for laypersons. The garbhagriha symbolizes 
the cosmic center of the universe and serves as a meeting point between the divine 
and the devotee, and between male and female energies. 


E: And this is mirrored in ancient Judaic practices? 


D: Yes. In the context of ancient Judaism, particularly in the Tabernacle and the 
Temple of Jerusalem, the Holy of Holies was the innermost and most sacred area. \t 
housed the Ark of the Covenant, which contained the Tablets of Stone on which the 
J Ten Commandments were inscribed. Access to the Holy of Holies was strictly limited 
to the High Priest, and then only once a year on Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement, to offer sacrifices and incense 
and to sprinkle animal blood as atonement for the sins of the people. 


Menstrual Blood and Fertility 


E: This idea of sprinkling blood on the altar, seems to indicate a connection to menstrual blood and fertility, am | 
right? 


D: Yes. A spiritual view reveals that women symbolically represent the atonement through their menstrual cycles, 
akin to the bloodshed required for atonement in the Holy of Holies. This perspective sees these aspects of 


womanhood as meaningful, despite their discomfort. 


E: How does the concept of intimacy between husband and wife compare to the sanctity of the Holy of Holies? 
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D: God designed marital intimacy as sacred and beautiful, much like the 
sanctity of the Holy of Holies. However, today's culture often trivializes 
it, similarly to how respect for the Almighty has degraded from its 
revered status in ancient times. 


E: What parallels are drawn between the High Priest's exclusive entry 
into the Holy of Holies and marital intimacy? 


D: Just as only the High Priest could enter the Holy of Holies, only a 
husband, viewed as the "priest" in marriage, is sanctioned to be 
intimate with his wife. Any other man's involvement is seen as harmful 
to both his soul and body. 


E: How does the timing of intimacy relate to the regulations for entering the Holy of Holies? 


Clitoris 


Urethra 


cherubim 
on the veil 


Vagina 


SF. = 
bronze laver 


Directly after the death of Jesus, the veil 
from top 


_ to bottom (See Matthew 27:51). 


Earthly marriage depicts this, 
specifically the tearing of the hymen at 
the time of the first sexual intercourse. In 
fact, the French word hymenée, which 
means “marriage,” originates from 

." It's a small membrane ina 
woman that partially closes, or “veils” 
her vaginal entrance. It’s torn open at the 
_ time of the first sexual intercourse. 


This explains why there are 

(as well as the three veils in 
_ the desert Tabernacle before the temple 
was built. 


Hymen's name is derived from the Proto- 
Indo-European root "to sew together,” 
meaning "joiner." 


Outer labia 
Inner labia 


D: God set specific times 
for intimacy, just as He 
did for entering the Holy 
of Holies, suggesting 
health benefits and 
spiritual obedience by 
waiting until after a 
woman's menstrual 
period. 


E: What does the 
requirement of 
bloodshed for entering 
the Holy of Holies signify 
about marital unity? 


D: Bloodshed is 
necessary for unity with 
God and within marriage, 


symbolizing the essential role of blood in spiritual and physical new life, reflecting the atonement's sacrificial aspect. 
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The Ark of the “Womb” 


E: How do the contents of the Ark of the Covenant 
relate to a woman's womb? 


AARON:S ROD THAT 


D: The Ark's contents— the Ten Commandments, 
Aaron's rod, and the jar of manna—symbolize 
guidance, acceptance of God's choices, and daily 
provision, paralleling spiritual principles with 
aspects of womanhood and childbirth. 


E: What lesson does Aaron's rod offer about 
accepting God's choices? 


D: Aaron's rod symbolizes acceptance of God's 
sovereign choice in conception, challenging 
contemporary attitudes towards sex selection and 
the acceptance of all children as God's sovereign 
choice. 


E: How do the biblical narratives around Aaron's rod 
and the 6th commandment connect to the concepts 
of conception? 


D: Aaron's rod budding in Numbers 17:1-9 serves 
as a powerful symbol of God's sovereignty in 
choosing Aaron for the priesthood, among many 
seemingly equal candidates. This event underlines 
the principle of accepting God's sovereign decisions, which can be extended to the conception of life. Just as the 
Israelites were required to accept Aaron's divine selection, this story metaphorically challenges contemporary 
perspectives on sex selection and the acceptance of every child as a result of God's sovereign choice. 


E: So it’s about highlighting the sanctity of life? 


D: Yes. The adherence to the 6th commandment, "Thou shalt not kill," underscores the sanctity of life from 
conception, emphasizing that every life, no matter how small or at what stage of development, is chosen by God and 
should be protected. This draws from the understanding that at conception, despite the vast potential combinations, 
God orchestrates the creation of a unique individual He has always known, as reflected in Jeremiah 1:5. These 
narratives collectively highlight the biblical call to respect and protect life as a divine gift, acknowledging each 
person's unique creation and purpose established by God. 


E: What does the jar of manna within the Ark teach about enduring womanhood's challenges? 
D: The jar of manna represents God's daily provision for women, offering strength and endurance through the 


physical and emotional challenges of womanhood, emphasizing reliance on God's word for daily sustenance. A 
womans life may have difficult moments physically and emotionally. 
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The Alchemical Androgyne 


E: There will be shedding of blood. There may be 
menstrual pain or pain in delivery. But it is all for the 


purpose of new life? 


D: Yes. All of these polarized themes, between male and 
female energies to G-enerate new life, is basically 
Hermeticism. The letter “G” even looks like a fetus, ready 


to be born. It’s all about Androgyny. 


E: So how is androgyny perceived in Hermeticism? 


D: In Hermeticism, androgyny is viewed as a symbol of 
spiritual completeness and the unification of dual forces. \t 
reflects the concept of ‘prima materia,’ representing a 


primal unity containing all possibilities. 


E: When you say Androgyne, | think of two-sexed creatures, 
so-called hermaphrodites. What is the symbolic meaning of 


the Hermaphrodite? 


D: The term "hermaphrodite" derives from the combination of the names of the Greek gods Hermes and Aphrodite 
(Rebis- in Alchemy, Siber/Cyber backwards). According to Greek mythology, Hermaphroditus, the child of Hermes and 
Aphrodite, was fused with the nymph Salmacis, resulting in a being that had physical traits of both genders. This 
mythological figure thus embodies the literal fusion of male and female attributes. 


This union represents the alchemical process of ‘coagula et solve' (to join together and to dissolve), an essential 
principle in the quest to create the philosopher's stone, which symbolizes ultimate wisdom and enlightenment. 


E: Does this connect with Jung's theories of Anima and Animus? 


D: Yes. Carl Jung, the Swiss psychiatrist and psychoanalyst who 
founded analytical psychology, also used the symbol of the 
hermaphrodite in discussing the process of individuation, where the 
conscious and unconscious minds are integrated. Jung saw the 
hermaphrodite as representing the synthesis of the anima and 
animus, the feminine and masculine aspects of the psyche. 


E: is this theme displayed in art as well? 


D: Yes. During the Renaissance, the hermaphrodite became a subject 
of fascination in art and literature, often symbolizing the perfect 
balance and harmony of the universe, as well as the potential for 
human beings to transcend traditional dualities. 


The origins of these ideas can be traced back to various ancient 
philosophies and religions, from the mystical aspects of Kabbalah to 
Hindu concepts of Shiva and Shakti, where the divine is often 
portrayed as encompassing both masculine and feminine qualities. 
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E: And this can then be connected to the two pillars of the Freemasons? 


D: Yes. Like we’ve previously mentioned, the pillars Jachin and Boaz in 
Freemasonry symbolize various dualities such as strength and 
establishment, king and priest, and the Sun and Moon. They represent 
the balance between opposing forces like the earth and sky, male and 
female. 


E: And what does the building of Solomon's Temple represent in this 
context? 


D: In Masonic allegory, the building of Solomon's Temple symbolizes the 
construction of a 'Third Temple,' metaphorically representing the 
perfected human being. This allegory emphasizes the unification of 
dualities within a person as a path to immortality and deification. 


The square and compass in Freemasonry, the star of David, the alchemical “Hexagram” represent the merging of 
earthly and heavenly principles (as above so below), with the square symbolizing the earthly and feminine, and the 
compass the spiritual and masculine. The letter 'G' stands for 'God,' 'Geometry,' or 'Generation,' highlighting the 
creative power from the union of masculine and feminine principles. 


Priests in “Drag” and Blood Sacrifices 
E: How is "2001: A Space Odyssey" related to the "Something 
concept of a new phase in human evolution? wonderful is 


about to happen" 


D: "2001: A Space Odyssey" concludes with the Star 
Child, interpreted as a symbol of human evolution or 
rebirth. The film's imagery and the events of September 
11, 2001, with the collapse of the two pillars, have , 
been linked to ushering in a "New Age" of human i 
transcendence, possibly through integration with advanced Al. 


E: It’s the ushering in of the New Age? 


D: Yes. Jesus talks about something he calls "Re-generation," a Re-newal or Re-creation of the whole social order on 
earth, and then adds, "That will be God's kingdom." This concept is referred to as Palingenesia in the Interpreter's 
Bible Dictionary. It symbolizes the "New" world order. "There is a reward in the world to come." 


The New Century Bible Commentary states, "The promise has to do with the new world... The idea is that in the age 
to come, there will be a... new or renewed creation." 


These concepts can be found, for example, in Isaiah 65:17 and 66:22, Revelation 21:1-5, Galatians 6:15, and Romans 
8:18-22. This is about "the Son of Man's dominion in the New Age," age from the Greek aion, not world, as some 
would interpret it. 


The Gospel of Thomas, Saying 22: Jesus said to them, "When you make the two one, and when you make the inside 


like the outside and the outside like the inside, and the above like the below, and when you make the male and the 
female one and the same, so that the male not be male nor the female female...then will you enter [the kingdom]." 
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Cross-Dressers 


This passage speaks to the theme of spiritual unity and the 
dissolution of dualities, such as male and female, into a singular 
state of being, which can be seen as good if it is about an inner 
transformation, but as evil if it is about an external transformation, 
where man becomes a sexless drone. 


E: It all seems to tie in to the theme of “Androgyny” and gender 
fluidity? 


D: Yes. In ancient days, priest used to dress up in what we nowadays 
refer to as “Drag”. There are notions that high priests in ancient 
civilizations like Sumer, Mesopotamia, and Babylon, dressed as 
women to usurp the power of women's ability to give birth, it being 
driven by jealousy over women's reproductive powers. They used to 
“Cross over” as one says. This actually where the term Hebrew comes 
from. 


E: That can’t be right? 


D: Well, the word "Hebrew" is believed to derive from the biblical 
Hebrew word "2y" (Ivri), which is traditionally interpreted to mean 
"one who crosses over" or "to cross over." 


E: But what does it mean? 


D: This interpretation is linked to the biblical figure Abraham, who is described in the Bible as having crossed over the 
Euphrates River to travel to Canaan, thus earning the designation "Ivri" as someone who crossed over territories or 
boundaries. The term "Ivri" is thought to reflect the semi-nomadic lifestyle of the early Israelites or their status as 
outsiders in regions they inhabited. 


Mondays are a Drag 


j 


M a ao 
DISSINGED mavty ANNIE LEIBO 


Ae 


Abraham was the first leader or ruler, like a measuring stick, a “Kane”. Canaan comes from "Qanah," which means 
"to acquire" or "to create." So Abraham was the first Priest, the “Kohen”, which later became Coehn, Coen and Con. 
That’s why so many words nowadays begin with the three letters c-o-n, like con-trol for example. Con is also similar 
to the Mongolian Khan, which is also used in India for ruler. It’s not by chance Admiral Kirk in Star Trek must stop an 
old nemesis, Khan, from using the life-generating Genesis Device. 
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E: So cross-dressing and gender fluidity have been documented 
in various ancient cultures, serving specific ritualistic or symbolic 
purposes? 


D: Yes. These practices were sometimes part of religious 
ceremonies, cultural rituals, or social structures. 


In some ancient Egyptian rituals, male priests of the goddess 
Hathor would dress in women's clothing during ceremonial 
festivities. Hathor was associated with music, dance, joy, love, i j 
and femininity, and the cross-dressing of her priests was seen as ry [f, 


a way to honor and embody her attributes. TransAntigquity 


Cross-Dressing and Transgender Dynamics 
E: What about the Greco-Roman world? in the Ancient World 


D: Well, during the festivals of Bacchus/Dionysus, the god of wine, fertility, and theater, participants, including men, 
would often cross-dress. These festivals were characterized by a temporary overturning of the usual social norms, 
symbolizing the wild and ecstatic nature of the deity. 


E: What does the essay "Priests of the Goddess: Gender Transgression in Ancient Religion" by Will Roscoe explore? 
D: This work explores instances of gender transgression in ancient religious practices, including the roles of male 
priests adopting feminine roles or attire. Roscoe's work suggests that such practices were a form of reverence anda 


means to embody the spiritual attributes associated with femininity and the goddesses they worshipped. 


E: So how might cross-dressing in religious contexts be interpreted? 


D: The practice of cross-dressing in religious or ritual contexts can be interpreted in various ways. It could represent 
an attempt by male priests to symbolically acquire or align themselves with the perceived powers of femininity and 
reproduction. This practice might have been seen as a way to transcend traditional gender roles and tap into a 
broader spiritual experience. 


E: Why might male priests feel jealousy or reverence towards 
women's reproductive abilities? 


D: The notion of male priests feeling jealous or envious of women's 
reproductive abilities could be seen as a recognition of the potent 
symbolism and power associated with fertility and creation, which 
were often venerated in ancient religions. 


E: What is the symbolic link between menstruation and ritualistic 
blood sacrifices? 


D: Blood sacrifices in various cultures have been interpreted as a way 
to appease deities, seek fertility, or as part of the cycle of life and 
death. The connection to menstruation, however, is more symbolic 
and interpretive, reflecting a broader understanding of blood as a life 
force. The practice of sacrifice, including animal sacrifice, was 
common in many ancient religions. It was often seen as a way to 
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appease the gods, seek favor, or as part of the ritualistic cycle of death and 
rebirth. In many ancient cultures, fertility and the reproductive capabilities 
of women were revered and often deified. 


E: Can you describe the Aztec practice of human sacrifice? 


D: Yes. The Aztecs, a Mesoamerican civilization that flourished in central 
Mexico from the 14th to the 16th century, are well-known for their practice 
of human sacrifice, which often involved the removal of the heart. 


The Aztecs believed that human sacrifices were necessary to appease their 
gods, especially the sun god Huitzilopochtli. They thought that the gods 
needed human blood to maintain the balance of the universe and to ensure 
the sun would rise each day. 


E: They literally gave their “heart” to God? 


D: Yes. The most common method of sacrifice involved the priest cutting open the 
chest of a living victim and extracting the still-beating heart. This was typically done 
at the top of a pyramid or temple, on an altar specifically designed for this purpose. 


The heart was considered the seat of the individual and a source of vital energy. 
Offering the heart of a sacrifice to the gods was seen as a way of nourishing them with 
this vital energy. 


The Aztecs believed that these sacrifices were essential to maintaining cosmic order 
and ensuring agricultural fertility. The connection between human blood and the fertility of the earth was a key 
aspect of their religious worldview. 


E: Did they have other ways of slaughtering their victims as well? 
D: Yes. While heart extraction was a common form of sacrifice, 
the Aztecs practiced other methods as well, including 


decapitation, drowning, burning, and arrow sacrifice. if | M a | e 


E: How might the sacrifice of Jesus in Christian theology be a Ny 


connected to ancient sacrificial practices? “ 
mistake 


D: One can, speculatively, draw connections between the 
sacrifice of Jesus in Christian theology and ancient sacrificial 
practices, through the idea of a sacrificial lamb or the shedding of blood as a form of atonement or spiritual 
renewal. However, in this context the idea of “Giving your heart to Jesus” is given a radically different meaning. 


E: What about blood sacrifices among the ancient Hebrews, to gods such as Moloch? 
D: The name Moloch is associated with the Hebrew word "Melech," meaning "king." The worship of Moloch is often 


described in biblical texts, particularly in the context of the Israelites avoiding the worship practices of their 
neighbors, including child sacrifice. Moloch, is a deity to whom child sacrifices were purportedly offered. 
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E: Was Moloch the same entity as Baal? 


D: Well, the primary connection between Baal and 
Moloch lies in their roles within the pantheons of 
similar cultures and geographic regions. Over time, 
the identities and attributes of many deities in 
these pantheons became intertwined and 
confused. This is partly due to the syncretism that 
occurred as cultures interacted and merged their 
religious beliefs. 


E: Was Baal also a title, similar to “Melech”? 


D: Yes, confusion often arises from the fact that 
"Baal" was a title used for multiple gods. This 
sometimes led to the conflation of different deities 
under the umbrella term "Baal," potentially mixing 
attributes of various gods, including those 
attributed to Moloch. 


STATUE OF TIKE GOD MOLOCH, 


In the Hebrew Bible, Baal and Moloch are often mentioned in contexts condemning idolatry and foreign religious 
practices. This has led to some interpretations where attributes of different gods were combined or confused, 


particularly in later Christian and Jewish writings. 


Baphomet 
E: What about Androgyny in Satanism? 


D: Well, the connection between androgyny, and Satanism, particularly through the symbol of Baphomet, is deeply 


rooted in esoteric symbolism and the occult. 


George Washington 


E: How is this Baphomet figure usually 
depicted? 


D: Baphomet is traditionally depicted 
as a humanoid figure with a goat's 
head, embodying both male and 
female attributes, such as a male torso 
wit female breast. This figure often has 
wings, a pair of breasts, and the head 
of a goat. Baphomet is seated, with a 
torch between its horns and the 
pentagram, a symbol associated with 
magic and mysticism, on its forehead. 
Its arms bear the Latin words "Solve" 
(dissolve) and "Coagula" (coagulate), 
representing the alchemical process of 


separation and coming together, or the transformation and unification of opposites. The figure may also be shown 


with one arm pointing upwards and the other downwards, signifying the as above, so below hermetic principle, 
which reflects the connection and balance between the heavenly and the earthly. 


E: The Satanists call it the Left Hand Path, don't they? A 
rebellious path. 


D: Yes. This so called Left Hand Path, often involves challenging 
traditional religious and societal norms, Baphomet serves as a 
powerful symbol of defiance and the embrace of non- 
conformity. The hermaphroditic aspect of Baphomet can be 
interpreted as a rejection of traditional gender roles and 
binaries, aligning with the Left Hand Path's emphasis on personal 
autonomy and self-deification. 


One of the core tenets of the Left Hand Path is a strong focus on 
individualism. Practitioners often seek self-empowerment, self- 
deification, or the realization of one's own divinity. This is in 
contrast to the Right Hand Path, which typically emphasizes 
submission to a higher power or the pursuit of union with a 
divine source. 


In some traditions, the Left Hand Path incorporates practices 
that are considered taboo, dark, or forbidden in mainstream 
religious contexts. This might include magical practices aimed at 
personal gain, manipulation, or exploring the darker aspects of 
the psyche. 


E: Do modern Satanists use the symbol of Baphomet? 


D: Yes. In modern Satanism, Baphomet has been adopted as a symbol, particularly by the Church of Satan founded 
by Anton LaVey. However, their interpretation of Baphomet is not necessarily tied to the concept of androgyny. 
Instead, it often represents the embodiment of opposing forces 
and the rejection of conventional moralities. 


E: Which artist or artists were behind the design of Baphomet? 


D: The most famous depiction of Baphomet was created by the 
French occultist Eliphas Levi in the 19th century. Levi's 
Baphomet was intended as a symbol of the absolute and the 
amalgamation of contradictions, illustrating his concept of the 
"Astral Light" or the medium of all magic. This depiction 
obviously inspired the sculpture "Enthroned Washington" by 
Horatio Greenough, depicting 
George Washington ina 
Baphomet-pose reminiscent of 
ancient Roman or Greek 
statuary. 
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Chapter 12 
Jesus =the Reluctant‘Messiah 


John the Essene 
E: So, what would you say is one of the biggest misconceptions about Jesus' life? 


D: The biggest misconception was probably that he was the Messiah. Messianic belief comes from Judaic teachings. 
He actually avoided the Essenes because they wanted him to step up to take the role of the Messiah. But he wouldn't 
accept it, as it was completely antithetical to what he was teaching. 


E: | guess you are referring to the teaching that we're all divine, and that the kingdom of heaven is within? 


D: Yes, since what the Essenes wanted him to be was a divinely appointed “King,” the long-awaited “Messiah,” 
rather than a humble spiritual teacher. This occurred during the first armed conflict against Rome, led by “John the 
Essene.” So Jesus got involved in this mess and was meant to be used as a weapon against Rome. 


E: And who was this fellow, John? 


D: "John the Essene" refers to a figure who was involved in the First Jewish-Roman War. This conflict was a 
significant rebellion of the Jewish population in the Roman province of Judea against the Roman Empire. John the 
Essene was one of the leaders of this revolt. 

(* Also known as the Great Jewish Revolt, 66—73 CE) 


The First Jewish 


Events of the War 
Nero, Vespasian, Titus, 
Masada 

The Book of 

Revelation 

Effects of the Fall of 

Jerusalem on Judaism 

and Christianity 


Key Terms 
First Jewish Revolt 


E: What were his characteristics like? 

D: Details about John the Essene are relatively sparse compared to other leaders like Flavius Josephus or Simon Bar 
Giora. However, historical accounts, particularly those by the Jewish historian Flavius Josephus, mention that John 
was one of the military commanders during the rebellion. He is identified as an Essene, a member of a particular 


Jewish sect. 


E: So John the Essene was the main leader of the uprising? 
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D: He was not the main one, but he was 
noted for his role in the early stages of 
the rebellion, and he is mentioned as 
having been appointed as one of the 
generals responsible for the defense 
against the Roman forces. His 
involvement in the conflict indicates that 
the Jewish resistance against Rome was 
not just a unified effort by a single group 
but rather a coalition of various factions 
and leaders with differing backgrounds 
and ideologies. 


E: And what were the consequences of 
these conflicts? 


D: It is quite clear, when you look back in the rearview mirror, that the First Jewish-Roman War had significant 
consequences for the Jewish people and the region. It ended with the destruction of Jewish religious and cultural 
centers, including the Second Temple in Jerusalem, and had a profound impact on the course of Jewish history and 
the dispersion of the Jewish people throughout the Roman Empire. 


The Essenes 
E: Who were the Essenes? Tell me more. 


Their History and Doctrines: An Essay 


D: The Essenes were a Jewish sect known for their piety, communal 
living, and, in some interpretations, apocalyptic expectations. They 
often lived in contrast to mainstream Jewish society and the Roman 
occupation of Judea. 


E: And what did the Essenes hope that Jesus would do for them, or bring 
to the table, so to speak? 


D: First, you need to understand that in Jewish tradition, the Messiah 
(“Anointed One") was expected to be a divinely appointed king who 
would restore Israel, bring about spiritual renewal, and perhaps even 
deliver the Jews from foreign rule. 


E: And | guess that this expectation was particularly poignant during the 
Roman occupation? So tell me more about the potential gains for the 
Essenes. 


D: If Jesus had accepted a messianic role as envisioned by the Essenes, it could have symbolized a move towards the 
liberation of the Jewish people from Roman rule and the establishment of a kingdom more aligned with their 
religious ideals. 


E: And | suppose that Jesus shared some of the values practiced by the Essenes, otherwise they wouldn't have 
bothered to approach him the way they did? 
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D: Yes, Jesus' teachings, which emphasized piety, 
justice, and care for the marginalized, resonated with 
some of the Essenes' values. His acceptance of a 
messianic role could have reinforced these ideals and 
provided spiritual leadership. 


E: So what are the main reasons why Jesus might have 
declined? 


D: Simply put, Jesus' understanding of his messianic 
role was likely different from the traditional or Essene 
expectations. In the Christian narrative, Jesus is 
portrayed as focusing more on spiritual salvation and 
the kingdom of God rather than a political kingdom. 


E: And | guess Jesus had more of a non-violent 
approach? 


D: Yes, Jesus often preached messages of peace and non-violence, which would have been at odds with leading a 
revolt against Roman authority. Jesus' ministry centered more on religious reform and spiritual teachings rather than 
political leadership or rebellion against Rome. 


E: So you might say that the politicians of that day wanted Jesus to be a kind of candidate for their political leanings, 
someone to vote for, to be put into office? 


D: Yes, and with that, they hoped that it would bring the masses with him, creating a political front. Jesus was a kind 
of spiritual rockstar in his days, he had a huge following already when he was approached. People were hearing 
about him from afar, and they would seek him out, to listen to his amazing teachings. So when John the Essene met 
him, he was already a big name. 


The Kingdom of Heaven is Within 

E: My assumption is that the people were drawn to his 
teachings because they are so profoundly simple, 
wouldn’t you agree? 


D: Yes, when you really understand what he was talking 
about, it hits so deep, into your core. People weren’t 
probably ready for his teachings, and | don’t think we 
even are today. The simplicity of his teachings continues 
to be overlooked or smothered with religious dogma. 


~ihe Kingdomiof ‘}@ a E: It's so simple, we have a hard time comprehending 
Heaven)is\within ; : how simple it is 


You;jand\whosoever 

shalli|know/himself 
shall find it. 4 o D: When you seek a path, the path will be laid before 
Ancient 2yplian WI you, but until you turn the path back to yourself, you 


Proverb “= never find the doorway. 


E: Matthew 7:7 “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.” 
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D: Precisely. But you need to find the right door, or doors. Many people go down a rabbit hole, after rabbit hole. 
Many paths are leading you away from yourself, rather than back to yourself. It all comes from within, in the end. And 
as Jesus said, “the Kingdom of heaven is within”. 


E: And in the Gnostic Gospel of Thomas, he says the kingdom of heaven is within and without*, meaning that the 
outer substance is also you. Wouldn’t you agree? 
(*Gospel of Thomas, saying 3). 


D: Yes, the quote from the Gnostic Gospel of Thomas about the kingdom of heaven being "within and without" refers 
to a passage where Jesus is portrayed as saying that the divine realm or the kingdom of heaven is not just the entire 
material realm, including various dimensions of reality, but is also an internal spiritual state. This concept is a key 
aspect of Gnostic belief, which often emphasizes personal spiritual knowledge (gnosis) over orthodox teachings. 


In Gnostic thought, this idea often points to the notion that a divine spark or a fragment of the divine essence 
resides within each person, and realization or enlightenment involves recognizing this internal divinity. At the same 
time, it suggests that this divine essence is also a part of the larger universe — that the sacred or the realm of God 
permeates all of creation, both internally and externally. 


Therefore, the quote can be understood as an encouragement to seek spiritual enlightenment both through internal 
self-discovery and understanding, as well as through interaction with the world. \t's a call to recognize the sacred in 
oneself and in the world around us. This perspective is distinct from more traditional Christian views, where the 
kingdom of heaven is often seen as a separate, external realm to be accessed after death or at the end of time. 


Indoctrination into the church 

E: So, might one say that religious authorities have always tried to convince the general populace that "you must go 
through us to connect with God"? They claim to "know better" and act as the link to the divine, suggesting that 
without them, one cannot know God. 


Walle lcanjcomprehent 


D: That's pretty accurate. Take the Catholic Church, for 


example. They have sacraments, stating that you are born in x 


ii Mis vet 


sin. The first step is to be inducted, or rather indoctrinated 
into the church. 


E: Through baptism, | assume? 
D: Yes, you are baptized into the church. It's an early form of 


recruitment, you could say. They get you before you're old 
enough to think for yourself. It's a clever strategy. 


quickmeme.com 


E: And for communion, you must eat the body and drink the blood of Christ, derived directly from Judaic sacrifices? 


D: Exactly. This ties back to Jewish ritual and sacrificial practices, which were a crucial part of religious observance in 
ancient Judaism. In the Old Testament, animal sacrifices were common for atoning for sins and worshiping God, and 
this sprung from Baal worship in ancient Canaan, which is known to have included practices like ritualistic 
prostitution and, at times, human sacrifice. Specifically, the sacrifice of the firstborn was part of the rituals aimed at 
appeasing Baal. The portrayal of Jesus as the "Lamb of God" in the New Testament draws parallels between his 
sacrifice and Judaic sacrificial practices. 
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E: So, Christian theology suggests that Jesus’ sacrifice 
fulfills and transcends the Old Testament sacrificial 
Ok, but he didn't stay dead, system, offering a definitive atonement for sin. 

so what exactly did he sacrifice? Correct? 


"Jesus gave up a 3 day weekend for our sins." 


"Jesus died for our sins." 


D: Yes, but there are discrepancies between Jewish 
| sacrificial practices and the Christian concept of 
atonement. 


In Jewish tradition, sacrifices often involved animals 
and were part of an extensive system of laws and 
rituals. In contrast, Christian theology centers on 
Jesus' unique self-sacrifice, intended for the 


\ atonement of humanity's sins. 

be I \i 

E: So, one could argue that Jewish sacrifices were for specific sins and required repetition, unlike the Christian 
concept of atonement through Jesus' sacrifice, viewed as a comprehensive, one-time act that addresses all sin? 


D: That's an accurate description. Additionally, in Judaism, sacrifices were conducted by a priestly class in the Temple. 
In Christianity, Jesus is seen as both the high priest and the sacrificial lamb, fulfilling both roles. 


E: Is this what is described as the "New Covenant"? 


D: Yes. Jewish sacrifices were part of the Mosaic covenant between God and Israel. Christians believe Jesus’ sacrifice 
established a new covenant, available to all humanity, not just the Jewish people. 


E: Can we go back to the idea of being inducted into the church? 


D: Sure. Around the age of 13, when you start to think for yourself, the church says, "You need to confirm your 
beliefs." That's when you undergo your confirmation. 


E: A sort of rite of passage? 


D: Exactly. Confirmation is a sacrament where a : 
baptized Affirms their faith and commitment to Natural)/Born SINE Kee 
Christianity's approved teachings. It deepens one's 
baptismal vows and often involves reaffirming belief 
in Christian doctrine, typically accompanied by the 
laying on of hands by a bishop or priest. It's a way for 
individuals to consciously and publicly declare 
acceptance of their passage into full church 
membership. 


E: How does the church maintain indoctrination? 


D: You're constantly reminded that you're a sinner in 
need of absolution. Whenever you transgress, you 
must confess your sins to be absolved by a priest. 
This keeps you reliant on the church. 


E: And this cycle continues with new generations? 

D: Yes, you continue producing offspring born into original sin, keeping the church machinery running. 

E: What if someone doesn't want to have children or is attracted to the same sex? 

D: In that case, the church encourages taking holy orders and making sacred vows to become a nun or a priest. 
E: So, there's no escape from this cycle of recruitment? 


D: Correct. It's about retaining people in what they call "good faith." 


Become like a Child We see each other as 


E: ‘Give me a child till he is seven years old,’ said St. Ignatius 


Loyola, ‘and | will show you the man.’ It seems like those first equal until re parent or 


years of programming are very important. O 


D: That's why Jesus said that you have to become as a child to 
enter the kingdom of heaven. The founder of the Jesuit 
Brotherhood was way ahead of his time. For most of human 
history, serious-minded adults paid scant attention to the under- 
sevens. After all, small children have no obvious economic 
worth. They're also difficult to control and apparently 
impervious to reason. 


Matt. 18:3: 

"Verily | say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as 
little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven." 
Mark 10:15: 

"Verily | say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, he shall not enter therein." 


Children are naturally honest and straightforward, without any intent to deceive. They display humility through their 
openness and willingness to admit their ignorance. Unlike adults who may hide their lack of knowledge, children ask 
questions freely and are comfortable being known as they truly are. 


Children are naturally inclined to love; they respond warmly and openly to kindness. They depend on their 
caregivers for their needs with a simple, unwavering faith, free from anxiety or doubt. 


Children do not see skin color. You can let children play in a sandbox, without them noticing cultural differences. 
They are completely without prejudice. This is, partly, what it means to love your neighbor as yourself and not to 
judge. 


E: And what St. Ignatius Loyola said, is corroborated by science as well? 
D: Yes. Research shows that experiences in the first seven years are crucial, as this is when neural networks, largely 
influenced by emotion, are formed. These early experiences significantly shape behavior throughout life. The Jesuit 


Brotherhood, recognizing the importance of these formative years, focused on influencing young minds to shape 
their future beliefs and values. 


209 


E: So you have to become innocent again, you have to re-program yourself, wash away all those beliefs, in order to 
become like a child again. 


D: Yes, you have to come back to that place where you haven't picked up all those imposed ideas, and be ‘born 
again’, or ‘born anew’. 


E: You have to set down those beliefs, and start fresh, with a clean slate, and move forward. 


D: Yes, move forward in love and truth, because God is Love, and anything fearful and controlling has got to be 'not 
of God’. 


| do not fear death. 


| had been dead for billions 
of years before | was born, 
and | had not suffered the 
slightest inconvenience 
from it. 


Mark Twain 


Yoko Ono 


The Eradication of Fear 
E: It's like the Buddha said: “Enlightenment is the eradication of fear”. 


D: Yes. That's why Psalm 23:4 says, ‘Even though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | fear no evil'. 
That's why the phrase 'fear not' is mentioned so many times in the Bible. 


E: Isn't the phrase "Fear not" extremely common in the New Testament? 

D: Yes. In the King James Version of the Bible, the phrase "fear not" appears 61 times, with an additional 31 
occurrences of similar phrases like "fear ye not". This includes both the Old and New Testaments, with the phrase 
appearing 14 times in the New Testament. The Gospel of Luke contains the most occurrences of "fear not" in the 
New Testament. These instances reflect the frequent biblical emphasis on trusting in God and not being overtaken by 
fear. 

E: So, to release people from fear is also to release people from suffering, similar to what the Buddha taught? 

D: Yes, I've also come to that conclusion. So, what causes suffering in our lives? When we listen to the voice in our 
head. We come to believe that this voice is “us”. We are programmed to believe the thoughts that run through our 


head. 


E: And that creates a lot of trouble and difficulties, | presume? 
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D: Yes, it creates these crazy lives that we live. Chasing after what we don’t need, and worrying about what we 
don’t have. 


E: Feeling lacking, and wanting more, and never being happy. 


D: All of that is part of the human experience. But at a certain point in our spiritual growth, we are meant to 
overcome suffering, and wake up out of that programming. 


E: And you're saying that Jesus's purpose, like many other teachers, was to help us wake up out of this programming? 


D: Yes, | believe so. | think he wanted to help us to live the life that the divine sought for us, that we are endowed by 
God to live. But in order to do that, we must first detach ourselves from the thoughts in our head. 


Silent Prayer and Meditation 


E: It seems as though you're talking about meditation? 


D: Oh no, God forbid! That’s heresy (laughs). Yes, | believe you are right. The type of prayer that Jesus practiced, was 
probably more similar to meditation and contemplation than to empty repetitive ramblings. 


E: Is that why Jesus, in Matthew 6:6, told his disciples: 
“But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who 
sees what is done in secret, will reward you"? 


D: Yes, and the focus here is on the Father who is “unseen”. It's not a Father that has a body, or who is of any type of 
corporeal or temporal nature. 


E: Are there any other verses highlighting this argument? - poaee err 


D: There are many. | will see if some of them come to mind. 
Well, for instance, you have Exodus 14:14, that says, “The 
Lord will fight for you; you need only be still,’ and Proverbs 
17:28 stating that “Even fools are thought wise if they keep 
silent, and discerning if they hold their tongues.” |'m 
paraphrasing, of course. You have to look up the exact quotes. 


E: Any other verses come to mind? 


D: Let's see. What about Habakkuk 2:20: “The Lord is in his 
holy temple; let all the earth be silent before him,” or Isaiah 
30:15 “In repentance and rest is your salvation, in quietness 
and trust is your strength.” And this one is beautiful, “May my 
prayer be set before you like incense,” from Psalms 141:2. 


E: So the reprogramming that Jesus taught about, is about a 
renewing of the mind, creating a mental blank slate, and an 


open heart, without fear? 
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D: Yes, that’s why Paul said, “Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 
your mind,” and why he also urged the followers to “pray that the eyes of their heart may be enlightened.” (Romans 
12:2, and Ephesians 1:18). 


E: When it comes to repetitive ramblings, I'm reminded of this quote from Matthew 6:7: “And when you pray, do not 
keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many words.” 


D: Yes. It's all about stilling the mind, so that you can hear the quiet voice of the Holy Spirit. That’s why Paul in 
Romans 8:26 emphasizes that “The Spirit helps us in our weakness... (and) intercedes for us through wordless 
groans.” 


E: It seems crystal clear that he is saying that we need to be vigilant about our thoughts. 


D: It certainly does. It's all about not being tempted by the commands of the rambling mind, or the monkey mind as 
it is sometimes called. It's about being watchful and attentive. It’s like Jesus says in Matthew 26:41: “Watch and pray 
so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 

Prayers for Manifestation 
E: But isn’t Christian prayer also a lot about giving thanks? A Case 


D: It certainly is, but it's not for the reason people generally think. Jesus 
presents a very powerful technique used for manifestation. It’s about 
visualizing and feeling in your mind and heart that what you wish for has 
already manifested — and you give thanks to the Lord for it — before it has 
become a tangible reality. 


That’s why Jesus points out, in Mark 11:24, that “Whatever you ask in 
prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.” The 
emphasis here is on really “believing” that you already have what you 
want, and giving thanks for it, as if it has already come true. 


E: That reminds me of a video | once saw, with the author and researcher 
Gregg Braden. |n it, he argued that when individuals create a focused 
feeling in their hearts, they generate electric and magnetic waves that 
extend beyond their bodies into the world. This idea suggests that our 
emotions and intentions can have a tangible impact on our environment 
and potentially on the process of healing. 


D: Yes, I've seen it too, a long time ago. One of the most striking examples provided by Braden, in that video, is a case 
documented in a medicine-less hospital in Beijing, China. In this instance, a woman with a cancerous tumor 
underwent a healing process facilitated by three practitioners trained in Qi Gong, a traditional Chinese practice that 
involves the cultivation and balancing of 'Qi’ (life energy). The practitioners focused on creating the feeling as if the 
woman was already healed. Remarkably, during the process, which was monitored by a sonogram, the tumor was 
observed to disappear in a matter of minutes. This event highlights the potential power of emotional and mental 
states in influencing physical health. 
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ith the size of 
Faith the size of a mustard seed WITH FAITH 


E: So that’s why Jesus said: "For truly | tell you, if you 


have faith the size of a mustard seed, you will say to this THE SIZE OF 
mountain, 'Move from here to there,’ and it will move; 

and nothing will be impossible for you." (Matthew 17:20- 

21). A 


E: Therefore, it is not particularly far-fetched to think that MUSTARD 


Jesus could perform spectacular healings because he SEED 
made people believe. |t was their own faith that healed 
them, they just weren't aware of it themselves. 


D: Yes, and also that Jesus said that all he did, we will be NOTHING IS 
able to do and more: “Very truly | tell you, whoever IMPOSSIBLE 


believes in me will do the works | have been doing, and 
they will do even greater things than these,” (John 14:12). ~ Matthew 17:20 ~ 


E: But | guess that doubts and fear can interfere with true faith. | mean doubt and disbelief is a kind of fear, isn’t it? 


D: Yes, but Jesus is not telling people to really pray for worldly things, it's just that the techniques he presented 
work very well for material manifestation, as well as for manifesting the opening or “enlightening of the heart” as the 
quote from Ephesians 1:18 points out. 


The message further proclaims: “/n rest is your salvation (and) in quietness and trust is your strength” (Isaiah 30:15). 
And “Be watchful in prayer, with thanksgiving,” from Colossians 4:2, and “Do not be anxious about anything” from 
Philippians 4:6. 


E: Krishna said that "belief is our experience" and Buddha said that "what you think, you become, and create your 
world." 


D: Jesus said “As a man thinketh in his heart, so is he” (Proverbs 23:7). All that Jesus taught was right in line with the 
teachings of the East, but out of lockstep with the Western stuff. That’s why he was approached by the Essenes, so 
that they could try and influence him in the ways of orthodox Judaic practice. Not that Jesus wasn’t already familiar 
with these doctrines, but they wanted him to adhere to them sternly, in order to meet their requirements for the 
professed Messiah. 


Healed by their own faith 
E: Would you say that Jesus probably wouldn't have referred to himself as a healer, but rather as a facilitator of 
healing? 


D: Yes. He firmly believed that it is one's own faith that brings about healing. The reason why people began to 
experience healing around him was that he helped them find their own faith, where 'faith' means ‘belief’. 


E: Can you provide an example of this? 


D: A pertinent example is the verse in the New Testament where Jesus heals a blind man by applying mud to his 
eyes. This event is detailed in John 9:6-7. It says there that Jesus, after discussing the cause of the man's blindness, 
spat on the ground, made mud with the saliva, and applied it to the man’s eyes. He then instructed the man to 
wash in the Pool of Siloam. The man complied and returned with his sight restored. 
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E: So, what increased this man's faith to the point that he was healed? | 
mean, I've never heard of any other instance where someone uses dirt, spits 
onit, applies it to the eyes, and heals someone by doing so. 


D: Yes, but consider that the blind man had no visual concept of the world. 
This meant that the man needed something tangible to believe in. Therefore, 
Jesus applied mud to his eyes, giving him something physical to place his faith 
in. It was this belief that ultimately healed him. 


This is why people were healed in the New Testament from touching Jesus’ 
garment. They were healed by their own faith, faith in Jesus’ healing abilities. 


Matthew, Mark, and Luke all tell the story of a woman with a “discharge of 
blood” who “touched the fringe” of Jesus’ garment and was healed 
(Matthew 9:20-22; Mark 5:25-34; Luke 8:43-48). This is also mentioned in the 
so called “Infancy Gospels”. 


On another occasion, a crowd brought to Him “all who were sick and implored him that they might only touch the 
fringe of his garment.” The account ends with Matthew’s telling us, “As many as touched it were made well” 
(Matthew 14:34-36; cf. Mark 6:56). 


E: Was spittle used for healing purposes in other traditions as well? 


D: Yes, the use of saliva for healing purposes is indeed ancient and widespread, transcending cultures and religions. 
In various cultures, including the ancient Egyptians, as well as in biblical accounts, saliva has been considered to 
have healing properties. For instance, in the Egyptian Book of the Dead, saliva is mentioned in magical contexts for 
its healing powers. Specifically, in Spell 17, there's a reflection of the belief in saliva's intrinsic power. 


E: Is this practice also mentioned in Jewish magical texts? 


D: Indeed, in Jewish magical practices, saliva was attributed protective and 
healing properties. The Talmud, for example, discusses the use of saliva as a 
remedy for certain ailments. 


E: Please elaborate. 


D: In Jewish magical practices, saliva was considered to have protective and 
healing properties. For example, the Talmud (Berakhot 53b) discusses the use of 
saliva as a remedy for certain ailments. \t was believed that fasting saliva (saliva 
produced before eating in the morning) had particular potency. 


E: Could these customs be found among the Romans as well? 


D: Yes. Galen and Celsus (not the anti-Christian author), significant figures in 
Roman medicine, also referenced the use of saliva in their medical treatises. 
Celsus’s "De Medicina" describes various treatments for diseases and injuries 
that incorporate the use of saliva. These instances highlight saliva’s perceived potency as a natural remedy across 
different cultures and eras, bridging the realms of medicine, magic, and religion. 
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E: The reference you made to Spell 17 from the Egyptian Book of the Dead is interesting. Please elaborate on that 
connection. 


D: Sure. The Egyptian Book of the Dead, known to the ancient Egyptians as "The Book of Coming Forth by Day," is a 
collection of spells intended to assist the deceased in navigating the afterlife. These spells encompass a wide range of 
purposes, from protection against dangers to ensuring the provision of food and drink. 


Spell 17 is one of the most famous and complex spells within the text. It contains references to various mythological 
and cosmological elements. Thoth, the god of wisdom, knowledge, and writing, was often invoked in magical texts 
for his healing powers and his ability to restore order from chaos. The text reads: “When his eye was sick from 
weeping...then Thoth would spit on it”. 


E: So, Thoth used saliva for healing, long before Jesus did? 


D: Yes. And this indicates that Jesus learned those arts while studying in Egypt, during the lost years. For example, in 
the Gospel of Mark (7:33-35), Jesus heals a deaf and mute man by putting his fingers into the man’s ears, then 
spitting and touching the man's tongue. Also, like we already said, in John 9:1-7, Jesus mixes saliva with dirt to make 
mud, which he then applies to a blind man’s eyes before telling him to wash it off, resulting in the man gaining sight. 


E: So, these practices have been used in many cultures, in various ways? 
D: Yes. The use of saliva for healing in this spell reflects a broader ancient belief in the intrinsic power contained 


within bodily fluids. This belief is not unique to the Egyptians or the Jews; saliva has been used in various cultures for 
its supposed therapeutic properties, sometimes linked to the power of speech, breath, and life force. 


The Infancy Gospels 


af Ng 
E: What is the "Infancy Gospel"? 4 ad 7 
4 ¢ -—-, 


D: The "Infancy Gospel" you're referring to TH E H FA H OF 


might be associated with various apocryphal 
texts that detail the early life of Jesus Christ. 


However, it's important to note that there is ES | 
no single "Infancy Gospel" dating precisely to 
around 80 A.D. ye a \ 


E: So, it was a collection of texts, not a single / ‘ a 
book? 


. 


D: Exactly. There are several different texts known collectively as infancy gospels, which were written in the 2nd 
century A.D. and later. These texts are not part of the canonical New Testament and are considered apocryphal, 
meaning they are of dubious authenticity and not recognized as scripture by mainstream Christianity. 

E: What are the most famous texts in this context? 


D: Two of the most well-known of these texts are: 


The Infancy Gospel of James (also known as the Protoevangelium of James): Written around the mid to late 2nd 
century A.D., this text focuses on the life of the Virgin Mary and the childhood of Jesus. \t provides details about 
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Mary's own birth and upbringing, her betrothal to Joseph, and the miraculous nature of Jesus' birth, along with some 
events from Jesus' early childhood. 


Then we have the “The Infancy Gospel of Thomas”. This text, also from the 2nd century A.D., focuses on the 
childhood of Jesus, detailing various episodes from his life between the ages of five and twelve. It portrays Jesus as 
performing miracles, some of which are whimsical or even vindictive, a stark contrast to the character of Jesus 
depicted in the canonical gospels. 


E: What are some notable actions of Jesus in the Infancy Gospels? 


D: The Infancy Gospels contain various stories about the early life of Jesus, many of which are miracles that 
prefigure events and themes from his adult ministry or draw upon motifs from earlier religious traditions. Here are 
some highlights: 


Bringing a Salted Fish Back to Life: Such a miracle would 
parallel the later New Testament accounts of Jesus multiplying 
loaves and fishes to feed thousands, as found in the synoptic 
gospels (Matthew 14:13-21, Mark 6:31-44, Luke 9:10-17, and 
John 6:5-14). These miracles demonstrate Jesus' compassion, 
his provision for the physical needs of his followers, and his 
lordship over the natural world. 


12 Sparrows Falling from a Wall: This could symbolize the 
future gathering of the twelve apostles, with Jesus already 
positioned as a figure around whom followers would 
congregate. A common rendition from the Greek text, 
translated into English, goes something like this: 


"Then Jesus, clapping together the clay which He had spread 
out, made of it twelve sparrows. And it was the Sabbath when 
He did these things. And there were also many other children 
playing with Him. And a certain Jew, seeing what Jesus did, 
playing on the Sabbath, went immediately and told His father 
Joseph: 'Behold, your child is at the brook, and has taken clay, 
and made twelve sparrows, thus desecrating the Sabbath.' And 
Joseph went to the place, and when he saw Him, called to Him, 
saying, ‘Why do you do what it is not lawful to do on the 
Sabbath?’ But Jesus, clapping His hands together, cried out to 
the sparrows, and said to them: 'Go!' And the sparrows, taking 


flight, went away chirping." 


This miracle echoes the creation of man from clay in earlier myths, such as the formation of Adam (Adamah), 
highlighting Jesus's divine power to give life. 


Withering a Boy: Following the clay sparrow incident, Jesus "withers" a boy, displaying a more severe aspect of his 
miraculous abilities in response to confrontation or disbelief. The text (in one of its versions) states: 
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"But the son of Annas the scribe was standing there with Joseph; and he took a branch of a willow and (with it) 
dispersed the water which Jesus had gathered together. When Jesus saw what he had done, he was enraged and said 
unto him: 'Thou shalt not finish thy course.' And immediately he fell down and died." 


Causing a Boy Who Struck Him to Drop Dead: In the story detailed in Infancy 5, Jesus responds to an aggressive act 
with a lethal one, demonstrating his power but also the dangerous consequences of opposing him. 


Striking People Blind: When people speak ill of him, Jesus strikes them blind, further illustrating the protective and 
punitive aspects of his miraculous powers. 


Awareness of a Woman Touching His Clothes: This mirrors the New Testament account where Jesus feels power 
leaving him upon being touched by a woman with faith, emphasizing his sensitivity to faith and his healing 
capabilities. In these accounts, Jesus is surrounded by a crowd, and a woman who had been suffering from bleeding 
for twelve years touches the hem of his garment, believing that this act alone would heal her. Jesus, feeling power go 
out from him, turns and asks, "Who touched my clothes?" 


The Synoptic Gospels provide a similar recounting of this event. For example, Mark 5:30-34 (NRSV) details: 


"At once Jesus realized that power had gone out from him. He turned around in the crowd and asked, 'Who touched 
my clothes?" [...] The woman, knowing what had happened to her, came in fear and trembling, fell down before him, 
and told him the whole truth. He said to her, 'Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace, and be healed of 
your disease."" 


Reviving a Boy Who Fell Off a Roof: In Infancy 7, Jesus brings a boy back to life, showcasing his mastery over life and 
death. 


Healing the Foot of a Boy: In Infancy 8, Jesus heals a boy's injured 
foot, continuing the theme of his compassionate healing powers. 


Further Miraculous Events: Stories 9 and 10 detail more of Jesus's 
miracles during his infancy, underscoring the extent and variety of his 
divine abilities. 


E: Please elaborate on these incidents. 


D: Sure. In Story 9 Jesus is described as healing a child who cuts his 
foot with an axe. Story 10 describes Jesus stretching a piece of wood 
to its proper length for his father, Joseph, who was a carpenter. 


Healing James After a Snake Bite: In story 14, Jesus heals James after 
he is bitten by a snake, again highlighting Jesus's healing powers and 
his protection over his followers. 


E: Fascinating! 


D: Yes. These stories from the Infancy Gospels, while not part of the 
canonical New Testament, offer a fascinating glimpse into how early 
Christians may have imagined Jesus's childhood, filled with signs of his 
future ministry and divine nature. 
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James the Just vs Peter of Rome 
E: What is the significance of Jesus saying “Go to James the just” in 
Gnostic teachings, as opposed to Peter? | THE 


BROTHER} 


D: In Gnostic teachings, this statement might signify a different 
perspective on who held authority in the early Christian community. 
While mainstream Christianity, especially as represented in the | OF J ESUS 
New Testament, often emphasizes Peter's role, some Gnostic texts 
seem to give James the Just, identified as Jesus' brother in some 


traditions, a more prominent role. Gnosticism was a diverse and James: ail cae 5 7 


somewhat esoteric religious movement in the early centuries of 
Christianity. Gnostic texts often have different perspectives on Jesus' 
teachings and the roles of his disciples compared to the canonical 


New Testament. 
y 


E: Why is Peter considered the head of the Roman Catholic Church i ¢ ‘i 
and not James? 4" ey 


BRUCE CHILTON 
and JACOB NEUSNER 


D: Peter is considered the head of the Roman Catholic Church 
because of interpretations of certain New Testament passages, 
notably Matthew 16:18, where Jesus names Peter as the 
foundational rock of his church. This has been traditionally understood as establishing Peter's primacy, leading to his 
role as the first bishop of Rome, or Pope. 


E: How does the Gnostic view of Peter differ from that in the canonical New Testament? 

D: In Gnostic texts, Peter's role might be diminished or portrayed differently compared to canonical texts. This could 
be due to theological and doctrinal differences between Gnosticism and orthodox Christianity. In some Gnostic texts, 
Peter might seem like an added figure rather than a central one, contrasting with his significant role in the New 
Testament. 

E: Would you say that James is more prevalent in Gnostic writings compared to Peter? 

D: Yes, in several Gnostic writings, James is more prevalent and often depicted as a key figure, sometimes even 
more so than Peter. This contrast highlights the diverse perspectives within early Christianity regarding leadership 
and apostolic authority. 

E: Does the Roman Catholic tradition of Peter being the first Pope relate to Rome's status as a seat of power? 

D: Yes, partly. Rome's status as the center of the Roman Empire played a role in the prominence of the church there. 
Over time, the Bishop of Rome, or the Pope, came to be seen as the primary leader of Western Christianity, a 
development influenced by Rome's political and cultural significance. 

E: Are there historical or cultural contexts that explain these differences in the portrayal of Peter and James? 

D: Definitely. Both Gnostic texts and the New Testament were written in specific historical and cultural contexts. The 


differences in the portrayal of Peter and James reflect the varied theological, doctrinal, and cultural landscapes of 
early Christianity. These portrayals have been interpreted differently over time and among various Christian groups. 
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Jesus “a” son of God 

E: Is there a perspective that Jesus himself claimed to be "a" son 
of God rather than "the" Son of God, as suggested by 
philosophers like Alan Watts? 


D: Yes, some philosophers and scholars, including Alan Watts, 
propose that Jesus might have referred to himself as "a" son of 
God, emphasizing a more universal connection with the divine 
rather than claiming an exclusive, unique sonship. This 
interpretation suggests that Jesus' use of the term "son of God" 
was in line with the broader Jewish tradition, where it could be 
used to describe a righteous individual or a prophet with a close 
relationship to God. 


E: How does this view contrast with traditional Christian > . . 4 s CHRISTIANITY 


doctrine? 


D: Traditional Christian doctrine, especially as developed in the 
later creeds and theological formulations, holds that Jesus is 

"the" Son of God in a unique and exclusive sense, co-equal and 
consubstantial with the Father. This contrasts with the idea that Jesus was one among many "sons of God," which 


implies a more inclusive and less exclusive understanding of divinity and sonship. 
E: What did Alan Watts and similar thinkers base their perspective on? 


D: Thinkers like Alan Watts often base their perspective on a more mystical interpretation of Christian scriptures, 
suggesting that Jesus' teachings were about realizing one's own divine nature and connection with God. They argue 
that the traditional interpretation of Jesus as uniquely divine may have been a later development in Christian 
theology, rather than what Jesus himself professed. 


E: How does this interpretation relate to Eastern religious philosophies? 

D: This interpretation aligns closely with certain Eastern religious philosophies, such as Hinduism and Buddhism, 
where the idea of a universal divinity or a collective divine consciousness is more prevalent. Philosophers like Watts, 
who were influenced by Eastern thought, often sought to find parallels and common ground between Eastern 
spirituality and Christian mysticism. 

E: How do mainstream biblical scholars view this idea? 

D: Mainstream biblical scholarship generally maintains that Jesus was understood by his earliest followers as "the" 
Son of God in a special and unique sense. However, there is recognition that the understanding of what this title 
meant could have evolved over time. This field typically relies on historical-critical methods to interpret the 
scriptures and understand the historical Jesus. 


E: What impact does this view have on modern spiritual understanding? 


D: The view that Jesus was "a" son of God, as proposed by thinkers like Alan Watts, offers a more inclusive and 
universal approach to spirituality. It suggests that the divine nature is accessible to all and that Jesus' teachings were 
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about awakening to this inherent divine reality within each individual. This perspective appeals to those who lean 
towards a more mystical or non-traditional interpretation of Christianity. 


More than one “Son of God” 
E: Some scholars suggest that the title "Son of The Ebionites 
God" in the Bible is not unique to Jesus. They 
argue that this title, within the Jewish and 
early Christian context, had broader 
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D: Yes, the term "Son of God" does have a \ 
broader application in biblical contexts, as 
noted by scholars like Dr. James D. Tabor. \n 
ancient Jewish culture, the title "Son of God" 
could be used in various ways, often not 
implying divinity as understood in later 
Christian theology. It was applied to angels, Adam, Israel as a nation, and kings of Israel, indicating a special 
relationship with God rather than divinity. 


E: Can you provide biblical examples where "Son of God" is used in different contexts? 


D: Absolutely. For example, Luke 3:38 refers to Adam as the "son of God" in the genealogy of Jesus. Exodus 4:22-23 
describes Israel as God's "firstborn son." In 2 Samuel 7:14, God's promise to David uses similar language: "I will be 
his father, and he shall be my son." Psalm 2:7, often seen as a messianic prophecy, reflects a broader use for kings: 
"You are My Son; Today | have begotten you." 


E: How does this understanding of "Son of God" apply to Jesus? 


D: In Jesus' time, the title "Son of God" might have been understood as denoting a special relationship with God, 
aligning with the Jewish expectation of a human Messiah with divine appointment. Early Christians, many from 
Jewish backgrounds, could have initially seen Jesus in this light, as a divinely appointed human leader rather than 
divine himself. 


E: Were there early Christian groups with different views on Jesus’ divinity? 


D: Yes, early Christian movements like the 
GOD OR HUMAN? Ebionites viewed Jesus as a human prophet 
and Messiah, not as God incarnate. This 
adoptionist view saw Jesus as adopted by God 
at his baptism or resurrection, rather than 
being inherently divine. 


E: Did the understanding of Jesus’ nature 
evolve over time? 


D: The portrayal of Jesus' nature evolved in 
early Christian texts. The earliest writings, like 


WHO WERE THE=EBIONITES 2 
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Paul's letters and Mark's Gospel, focus more on his humanity. By the time of John's Gospel, Jesus' divinity is more 
explicitly stated, showing a shift in the interpretation of "Son of God." 


E: How did Hellenistic influences affect the understanding of Jesus? 


D: As Christianity spread into the Greco-Roman world, Hellenistic concepts of divinity influenced how Jesus was 
understood. The term "Son of God" in this context could imply a divine nature, merging with existing ideas of gods 
and divine beings. 


E: What role did early Christian councils play in defining this doctrine? 


D: Early Christian councils, like the Council of Nicaea, played a crucial role in defining orthodox doctrine, including 
Christ's nature. By 325 AD, the orthodox belief affirmed Jesus as co-eternal and consubstantial with the Father, a 
significant development from earlier, more diverse views. 


Arianism and the Trinity 
E: Why do some scholars believe that early followers of Christ did not believe in the Trinity? 


D: There are several arguments for this 
claim. First, the concept of the Trinity is 
not explicitly stated in the earliest 
Christian texts, including the New 
Testament. These texts mention the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit but do not 
define them as a triune God. But this we 
have talked about earlier, we don’t need 
to expand much more on that. 
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Arius (256 — 336 AD) 
\ was a Cyrenaic 
presbyter, ascetic, and 
G priest. Traditionally 
} considered the founder 
_ of the doctrine of 
Arianism. 
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same divine nature as 

- God. 


E: Are there specific New Testament 
passages that support this view? 


D: Yes, for example, passages where Jesus 
is seen praying to the Father or speaking 
of the Father as greater than himself. 
These instances suggest a distinction 
between Jesus and God that doesn't align 
with later Trinitarian doctrine. 


E: What about the historical context of early Christianity? 


D: In the historical context, early Christianity emerged within a monotheistic Jewish tradition. The idea of God as a 
singular, unified entity was deeply rooted in Jewish belief, which likely influenced the earliest Christian views of God. 


E: Were there any specific early Christian groups that didn't hold Trinitarian beliefs? 


D: Yes, groups like the Ebionites and Adoptionists viewed Jesus as a prophet or a divinely chosen human but not 
divine in the same sense as God the Father. This reflects a non-Trinitarian understanding of Jesus' nature. 


E: How did the Greco-Roman culture influence Christian theology? 
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D: As Christianity spread in the Greco-Roman world, it encountered philosophical ideas about the nature of divinity 
and existence. This interaction may have influenced the development of the Trinity doctrine, moving away from the 
more strictly monotheistic views of early Jewish Christians. 


E: What about the development of Christian doctrine in the early church? 


D: The early church faced various theological debates and heresies, like Arianism, which questioned the divine nature 
of Jesus. The efforts to counter these heresies led to the development and formalization of the Trinity doctrine in 
later councils, suggesting that early Christian beliefs were more diverse. 


E: Is there any evidence from early Christian writings? 


D: Early Christian writings, like those of the Apostolic Fathers, 
show a range of beliefs about Jesus and the Holy Spirit. The lack 
of a clear, systematic presentation of the Trinity in these writings 
indicates that the doctrine was not yet fully formed in early 
Christianity. 


E: Can you tell me more about Arianism and how it relates to the 
development of the Trinity doctrine? 
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D: The doctrine of the Trinity, central to mainstream Christianity, 
states that God exists as three persons—Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit—but as one being. This concept developed over time and 
was not explicit in early Christian teachings. 
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E: Is the Trinity mentioned in the New Testament? 


in 


D: While the New Testament mentions the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, it doesn’t systematically present them as a unified Trinity. 
For example, the Great Commission in Matthew 28:19 mentions 
all three but doesn’t elaborate as a doctrinal statement. 


E: What were early Christian views on this? 


D: Early Christian writers showed diverse views about Christ and the Holy Spirit. They reflected developing 
Christology and pneumatology but not a fully formed Trinity doctrine. 


E: How did Greek philosophy influence this doctrine? 


D: As Christianity spread into the Greco-Roman world, it interacted with Greek philosophical concepts, influencing 
how Christian thinkers understood and articulated God’s nature. 


E: When was the Trinity doctrine formalized? 
D: The doctrine developed over centuries, especially through ecumenical councils. The First Councils of Nicaea and 


Constantinople were crucial in defining the divinity of the Son and the Holy Spirit. The Nicene Creed became a 
foundational Trinitarian statement. 
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E: How did Arianism impact this development? 


D: Arianism, which denied Jesus’ full divinity, 
led to debates and the eventual affirmation of 


Jesus' divinity at the Council of Nicaea. Arius 
argued that Jesus, while divine, was not co- 
eternal with the Father and was a subordinate 
being. 


E: What did Arius specifically claim? 


D: Arius claimed that the Son was not of the 
same essence as the Father, suggesting Jesus 
was a created being. He used scriptures that 
emphasized the distinctiveness of God the 
Father and the subordinate role of the Son. 


E: What was the reaction to Arianism? + Bod) 4 ¢ 
TIVATING HISTORY 
D: Arianism gained considerable support and « (re) Be 


became divisive in the early Christian church. 
Its influence led to the First Council of Nicaea in 325 AD, where it was condemned as heresy. 
E: Did Arianism continue after Nicaea? 


D: Yes, despite its condemnation, Arianism continued to have followers, particularly in Eastern churches and among 
Germanic tribes, such as the Visigoths and Ostrogoths who initially adopted Arian Christianity. However, over time, 
these groups were either converted to Nicene Christianity or assimilated into regions where Nicene Christianity was 
dominant. 


The Visigoths and Ostrogoths adopted Arian Christianity through the Ulfilas 
missionary work and influence of Ulfilas (or Wulfila), a bishop who Gothic: YNAPIA\ 
translated the Bible into the Gothic language. SRR 


E: What’s Arianism’s legacy? 


D: Arianism shaped early Christian understanding of Christ and the 
Trinity. It influenced early church councils and creeds and continues to 
impact groups like Jehovah's Witnesses and Unitarians, who reject the 
traditional Trinity doctrine. 


E: So, the Trinity doctrine evolved over time? 
D: Yes, it emerged as a theological interpretation of biblical references 


and in response to doctrinal challenges within the early Church, not as an 
explicit early Christian teaching. 
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Chapter 13 
Jesus in the East 


Jesus in India 


E: Have you heard about the theory that Jesus traveled to the East during his "Jost years"? 


: D: Yes, | have. The theory is that Jesus, between ages 12-30, went to India and Tibet 
The (Unknown to learn from spiritual teachers and was mentioned in ancient texts. The name "Issa" 
i Life of is believed to be a variation of "Yeshua," the original Hebrew name for Jesus. The 
narratives surrounding Shri Issa often suggest that he traveled to India, Tibet, or 


other parts of Asia during the so-called "lost years" of Jesus' life — the period between 
his childhood and the start of his public ministry at around the age of 30, which is not 
detailed in the canonical Gospels of the New Testament. 


E: What's the source of this theory? 


D: Well, one of the most notable references to Shri Issa comes from the 19th-century 
Russian traveler Nicholas Notovitch. In his book "The Unknown Life of Jesus Christ," 
Notovitch claimed to have discovered ancient documents during his travels in Tibet 
that described the life of a holy man named Issa who had remarkable similarities to 


Jesus of Nazareth. According to Notovitch, these texts suggested that Issa traveled through India and Tibet, learning 


from local sages and spiritual leaders, before returning to the Middle East. 


E: What do these manuscripts say? 


D: They talk about "Issa," whom Notovitch identified as Jesus, traveling to India to study Hinduism and Buddhism. 


E: How is Jesus depicted in these accounts? 


D: Notovitch describes Jesus, or Issa, as leaving 
Nazareth for India, where he becomes a spiritual 
student and teacher, known for compassion and 
advocating non-violence. 


E: Why do some people support this theory? 


D: Supporters think these Eastern experiences 
explain Jesus's spiritual depth and teachings in the 
New Testament. 


E: What about the critics? 


D: They argue there's no historical or archaeological 
evidence for Notovitch's manuscripts or Jesus's 
journey to India. 

The authenticity of Notovitch's claims and the 
existence of these documents have been a subject 
of considerable debate and skepticism among 
scholars and religious historians. Many experts have 


dismissed his account as a fabrication, noting the lack of corroborating evidence and inconsistencies with established 
historical and scriptural records. 


Jesus's Siddhis and Yogic powers 
E: Ils there a connection between Jesus's miracles and Yogic powers? 
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D: Yes, some draw parallels between the "siddhis" or supernatural abilities PARAMAHANSA YOGANANDA 
of Yogis and Jesus's miracles in the New Testament. 


E: What are these Yogic powers? 


D: Siddhis can include levitation, materialization, telepathy, and healing, 
similar to some miracles attributed to Jesus. In Eastern spiritual traditions, 
particularly within Hinduism and certain schools of Buddhism, there are 
numerous accounts of holy people or yogis who are said to possess 
extraordinary abilities. 


These "siddhis" are supernatural powers described in various ancient texts, 
including the Yoga Sutras of Patanjali. To name a few, we have Mahavatar 
Babaji, who is said to be a deathless master who has retained a youthful 
form for centuries. He is reputed to have remarkable siddhis, including materialization, telepathy, and healing 


powers. Babaji is most famously introduced in Paramahansa Yogananda's "Autobiography of a Yogi." 


A major figure in Tibetan Buddhism, Milarepa was known for his profound spiritual accomplishments and is said to 
have performed numerous miracles, including flying and walking through solid objects. 


An important figure in Tibetan Buddhism, Padmasambhava (Guru Rinpoche) is credited with bringing Buddhism to 
Tibet. He is said to have performed many miracles, including subduing local deities and demons and displaying 
control over the elements. 


Swami Rama, was a modern yogi known for 
demonstrating his control over autonomic bodily 
processes under laboratory conditions. He also 
claimed other siddhis, though these were not 
scientifically verified. 


We also have Trailanga Swami, an Indian yogi famed 
for his spiritual powers, he was reported to have 
performed several miracles, including levitation and 
remaining underwater for extended periods. 


E: Do proponents believe Jesus learned these “Siddhis” 
from Yogis? 


D: They suggest Jesus could have learned meditation, 
ascetic practices, and consciousness-altering 
techniques from Yogis, enabling him to perform 
miracles. 
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E: How does mainstream Christianity view Jesus's miracles? 


D: Traditional Christian theology sees them as divine acts, unique to his role as the Son of God, not influenced by 
Eastern traditions. 


E: What's the Eastern perspective on Jesus? 


D: Many Eastern Yogis and Gurus, like Paramahansa Yogananda, revere Jesus as an enlightened figure, an "ascended 
master" or "yogi of yogis." 


E: How do they view his teachings? 


D: Eastern spiritual leaders often emphasize universal principles like love, compassion, and inner realization in Jesus's 
teachings. 


E: Do they believe in the unity of spiritual truths? 


D: Yes, many see different traditions leading to the same spiritual truth, with Jesus as an embodiment of this 
universal wisdom. 


Yogananda and "the second coming of Christ” 
E: Has there been a dialogue between Eastern and Western 
spirituality? 


D: Definitely. Leaders like Yogananda have bridged the gap, 
incorporating Christian themes into Eastern teachings for Western 
audiences. 


E: In what way did Yogananda reinterpret the Christian message? 


D: Well, Yogananda interprets the teachings of Jesus Christ from a 
universal perspective, emphasizing the underlying unity of all 
spiritual paths. He believed that the core teachings of Jesus align 
with the profound spiritual truths found in Eastern religions, 
particularly in the philosophies and practices of Yoga and Vedanta. 


E: Didn't he also have a very different view of "the second coming of 
Christ"? 


D: He did indeed. Yogananda explained that the "second coming of Christ'"* refers not to a physical return of Jesus 
but to the awakening of Christ consciousness within the individual. He interpreted this as the realization of one's 
own divine nature and the presence of God within. 

(* See his book with the same title). 


E: | guess that meditation was a big part of this, like we touched upon earlier? 


D: Yes, Yogananda emphasized the importance of meditation and yoga as tools for achieving spiritual realization. 
He saw these practices as compatible with and complementary to the teachings of Jesus, providing a practical 
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method for attaining the Christ consciousness. He sought to reveal the deeper spiritual meanings behind Jesus' 
words, often drawing parallels with Hindu and Buddhist concepts. 


E: Did Yogananda preach the same message as Christ? 


D: You might say that he was consistent with Jesus' broader teachings. Yogananda stressed the importance of love, 
compassion, and devotion in the spiritual journey. He saw these qualities as central to the teachings of Jesus and 
essential for personal transformation and enlightenment. 


E: | guess Yogananda also was a bit of a rebel, just like Jesus, trying to overthrow outdated doctrines? 


D: Yes, similarly to Jesus, Yogananda's work aimed to transcend the limitations of religious dogma and 
sectarianism. He presented Jesus as a universal spiritual teacher whose message was not confined to any single 
religious tradition but was relevant and accessible to all seekers of truth. And that was probably his greatest 
contribution. 


Jesus in Kashmir after the resurrection 

E: Some scholars believe that Jesus was persecuted after the 
resurrection, and fled to India, and that he died there of old age. Have 
you heard about that theory? 


D: Yes. In 1899, Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, who founded the Ahmadiyya 
movement, a sect within Islam, claimed that Jesus survived the 
crucifixion and traveled to India to escape persecution. He further 
asserted that Jesus lived in Kashmir and eventually died there, with the 
Roza Bal shrine being his tomb. This claim forms part of Ahmad's 
broader religious teachings, where he sought to reconcile Islamic and 
other religious teachings, including those of Christianity and Hinduism. 


E: So where is this shrine located, if it’s still around? 


D: The shrine itself is modest and located in the Khanyar quarter of 
Srinagar. \t has been a subject of veneration for a group of local 
residents who believe it to be the tomb of a sage or holy man named 
Yuzasaf or Yuz Asaf. The shrine's history is murky, with various legends 
and traditions associated with it. 


E: | guess that the claim that Jesus is buried in the Roza Bal shrine is not 
supported by mainstream Christian or Islamic doctrine? 


D: No, Christianity traditionally holds that Jesus was resurrected and 
ascended to heaven, while mainstream Islamic belief maintains that 
Jesus was raised to heaven without being crucified. 


Some theories suggest that the tomb could belong to a Buddhist or 
Hindu sage or to a preacher who was a follower of Jesus' teachings. The 
Roza Bal shrine has become a site of interest not only for religious 
reasons but also for tourists and scholars interested in the intriguing blend of cultures, histories, and religious 
traditions in Kashmir. 
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The tomb of “Mai Mari da Ashtan” In recent Ahmadi Muslim belief, the Mai Mari da Ashtan (resting place of 
Mother Mary) is the burial place of Mary, mother of Jesus, at one 


extremity of Muree in Pakistan. 


E: Some believe that Mary, Jesus's mother, traveled with 
him to India, after the resurrection, but that she was too 
weak, and died along the way. Supposedly she was buried 
somewhere along the route. Do you know anything about 
that? 


D: The theory, that you are referring to, pertains to a site 
called "Mai Mari da Ashtan," that is traditionally thought 
to be the resting place or tomb of Mother Mary (Maryam 
in Islamic tradition), the mother of Jesus Christ. 


This site has been a subject of veneration by people of 
various faiths, including Hindus, Muslims, and Christians, 
particularly in the region where it is located. The name 
"Mai Mari da Ashtan" translates to "the resting place of 
Mother Mary." 


E: And didn't people also try to destroy this burial site, to 
try to remove evidence of its existence? 


D: Yes, there was an attempt to destroy the burial chamber. According to the narrative, the British colonial 
authorities tried to demolish the tomb in 1916. This attempt was ostensibly because the tomb was near a defense 
post built in 1898, and the gathering of people at the site might have been seen as a security concern. The British 
Empire, during its colonial rule in India, often took measures to control or regulate religious and cultural gatherings, 
especially if they were perceived as potential risks to their administrative control or security. 


E: Didn't this really upset people in the area? | mean, this was a sacred place for them. 


D: Yes, it is true that people resisted. The local population's resistance to the demolition of the site indicates the deep 
reverence and significance the site held for them. Such resistance to colonial interventions in religious and cultural 
practices was not uncommon and often reflected the tensions between colonial authorities and indigenous 
populations. 


The Tomb of the Virgin Mary in Jerusalem 


E: But isn't it the case that most Christians believe that the Virgin 
Mary was buried in Jerusalem? 


D: What you are referring to is “The Tomb of the Virgin Mary”, 
traditionally believed to be the burial place of Mary, the mother of 
Jesus. It is a Christian holy site located at the foot of the Mount of 
Olives in the Kidron Valley, in East Jerusalem. 


The existing church structure dates back to the Crusader period, 
but the site's history as a place of veneration goes back much 
further, possibly to the early Christian period. The church itself is 
cut into the rock and features a sacred crypt. The structure 
features an upper church and a lower church, with the tomb being 
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in the lower part. The upper church was rebuilt by the Crusaders, and the facade was renovated in the 12th century. 
The Tomb of the Virgin Mary has been a site of Christian pilgrimage since ancient times. 


E: But isn't it a little strange that she was buried there, considering that most Christians believe that Mary was also 
taken up to heaven, alongside Jesus? 


D: You are quite right. According to Christian tradition, Mary was assumed into heaven after her death. The Eastern 
Orthodox Church celebrates this event as the Dormition of the Mother of God, while the Roman Catholic Church 
refers to it as the Assumption of Mary. The tomb, therefore, is believed to be the place where Mary was laid to rest 
before her assumption. 


E: So you mean that Mary's body is not in this burial chamber? Where could she have gone then? 
D: She flew up to heaven, you see! 
E: Or she was buried in another place, which some powerful people wanted to destroy to remove evidence! 


D: Yes, and where might that have been? Somewhere along the silk road perhaps? 


The Silk Road 


E: Was that the route that Jesus supposedly took during 
his lost 18 years, and later after his resurrection? 


D: Yes. During the time of Jesus (circa early 1st century 
CE), the Silk Road was already an established network 
of routes. The southern route, which Jesus probably 
took, originated in China, and went through regions 
that are now part of Tibet, Nepal, Bhutan, India, 
Pakistan, and Afghanistan. \t passed through the 
famous Khyber Pass and connected to the routes 
leading to the Persian Gulf or through Iran to the 
Mesopotamian region. 


In the west, the Silk Road routes extended through the 
Middle East, including the areas of modern-day Iran 
and Iraq, and continued towards the Mediterranean 
region, including the Levant and Anatolia. They 
eventually connected to major trade centers like Antioch, Tyre, and Alexandria. 


E: | suppose they were carrying a lot of goods along these routes, and it couldn't have been too difficult for Jesus to 
travel with merchants along the way? 


D: No, it was probably not that difficult to be allowed to travel in the caravan, as long as you helped take care of 
camels and other things. One must understand that the Silk Road was instrumental in the exchange of goods like silk, 
spices, tea, and porcelain from the East and gold, silver, woolen textiles, and other goods from the West. It was also 
a conduit for cultural, technological, and religious exchanges, influencing the civilizations it connected in profound 
ways. 
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Jesus's Initiation in Egypt 
E: Some claim that Jesus also spent time in Egypt, where he would have come into contact with the Hermetic 
traditions. What do you know about that? 


D: The theory that Jesus spent time in Egypt, particularly the duration of this stay, arises from the Biblical narrative 
combined with later traditions and interpretations. According to the Gospel of Matthew in the New Testament, Jesus, 
as an infant, was taken to Egypt by his parents, Mary and Joseph, to escape the massacre of infants ordered by King 
Herod the Great in Bethlehem. This event is known as the Flight into Egypt. 


E: Does it say how long he was there? 


D: No, the Bible does not specify the length of time that Jesus and his family spent in Egypt. The Gospel narrative 
simply states that they remained there until the death of Herod, after which they returned to Israel, settling in 
Nazareth to avoid Herod's son Archelaus who was ruling over Judea. 


E: But some claim he was there for three 
and a half years? 

prt 
D: The theory that Jesus was in Egypt for 
three-and-a-half years is a part of later 
Christian traditions and interpretations 
but is not explicitly stated in the Biblical 
texts. It may be derived from attempts to 
reconcile the timeline of Herod's reign 
and his death (around 4 BCE) with the 
estimated time of Jesus' birth. 


E: So what about the theories that Jesus 
may have been initiated into the 
mystery schools of Egypt, which later 
displayed his deep insights, wisdom and 
power as a young teenager? 


D: Well, the involvement of significant Jewish figures in Egypt, as mentioned in the Bible, presents an intriguing 
context for considering the theory that Jesus was initiated into the mystery schools of Egypt. Joseph found refuge 
there as a slave, Moses was born and raised in Egypt, and Jesus was taken there as an infant. These connections 
suggest a profound relationship between Jewish history and Egypt, known for its ancient wisdom and mystery 
schools. 


E: What were these mystery schools about? 

D: The Egyptian mystery schools, particularly those at Giza, were reputed for profound spiritual and metaphysical 
teachings. These schools were believed to offer initiations into deep mystical experiences and understandings of life, 
death, and beyond. It's within this context that the theory proposes Jesus underwent an initiation process during his 
undocumented years. 

E: So what are the signs that Jesus studied under initiated masters in Egypt, especially after he returned to 


Jerusalem? 
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D: Well, Jesus' experiences at the age of 9 or 10, where 
he displayed exceptional wisdom, could be seen as a 
precursor to a deeper mystical initiation that occurred 
later in Egypt. The Bible's silence on Jesus' life between 
childhood and the start of his ministry at age 30 leaves 
room for speculation that he might have spent this 
time in Egypt, undergoing spiritual training. 


E: So what were these initiations like? 


D: The initiation process in the Egyptian mystery 
schools, particularly in the Great Pyramid of Giza, is 
described as a symbolic crucifixion. This rite involved 
the initiate lying on a cross, entering a catatonic state 
that mimicked death, allowing the spirit to ascend to higher planes of consciousness. This experience was said to 
grant profound spiritual insights and transformation, marking the initiate with stigmata as a sign of their spiritual 
mastery. 


In this context, Jesus' initiation in Egypt is viewed as a formative experience, where he underwent a symbolic death 
and resurrection, gaining profound wisdom and spiritual power. This experience is suggested to have shaped his 
teachings and miracles, as he emerged as a master of spiritual truths, transcending the material world. 


His return to Palestine and subsequent teachings could be seen as in line with the tradition of the Egyptian mystery 
schools, where initiates would share their wisdom. However, his revolutionary ideas, especially his teachings on 
immortality and the afterlife, were in stark contrast to prevailing Jewish beliefs and threatened the established 
religious order, leading to his eventual crucifixion. 


E: So | guess what he learned there enabled him to survive the crucifixion? 


D: Yes, this theory argues that Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection were the ultimate demonstration of the teachings 
he received in Egypt — a testament to the transcendental nature of human consciousness and the possibility of life 
beyond physical death. 


Suspended animation 

E: Could Jesus have used techniques such as “suspended animation” \ike those 
reported in advanced yoga and Buddhist practices, to survive the nailing to the 
cross? 


D: Yes, this theory draws parallels between the reported abilities of yogis and 
Buddhist monks to drastically reduce their bodily functions and Jesus' 
experience during and after the crucifixion. 


In both Hindu yoga and Tibetan Buddhism, there are accounts of practitioners 
entering states of deep meditation where bodily functions are significantly 
reduced. |n yoga, this is known as "Samadhi," and in Tibetan Buddhism, it's 
referred to as "Tukdam." These states are characterized by a drastic reduction 
in heart rate and breathing, sometimes appearing as if the practitioner is ina 
state of death-like repose. 
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E: And how does this parallel the Crucifixion? 


D: Well, the crucifixion of Jesus, as recorded in the Christian 
Gospels, involves his being declared dead after a relatively 
short period of time on the cross compared to typical 
crucifixions, which often lasted much longer. The theory 
posits that Jesus, possibly knowledgeable in similar forms of 
deep meditation, could have entered a state of suspended 
animation. This state would have made him appear dead, 
allowing him to survive the ordeal of the crucifixion. 


E: What about his time in the tomb? 


D: In the Biblical narrative, Jesus is quickly taken down from 
the cross and placed in a tomb. This theory suggests that 
during this period, Jesus could have been in a deep 
meditative state rather than actual physical death. His 
reappearance three days later is seen in this context not as a 
resurrection in the traditional sense but as a return from a state of suspended animation. 


E: Is there any scientific evidence for the existence of these conditions? Are there people nowadays who can put 
themselves in “suspended animation”? 


D: Yes, there are modern claims of individuals who can enter a state resembling suspended animation, especially 
within the context of advanced yoga and meditation practices. These claims often come from practitioners who have 
dedicated their lives to mastering control over their bodily functions through deep meditation and yogic techniques. 


There are yogis who claim to have mastered advanced yoga techniques, allowing them to significantly slow down 
their bodily functions, including heart rate and breathing. Such practitioners often belong to long traditions of yoga 
and may spend years in secluded meditation to achieve this level of control. 


E: Isn't this prevalent in Tibetan Buddhism as well? 


D: Yes, in Tibetan Buddhism, there are reports of monks entering deep meditative states where they appear to be in 
a state of hibernation. This is often associated with the practice of Tukdam, where a monk, after death, remains ina 
meditative state, and their body shows minimal signs of decay for days or weeks. 
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we've just forgotten it, or been programmed to 
believe we don't have these powers. They need to 
be reactivated, that’s all. 


E: So, have some of these claims have been subject 
to scientific investigation? 


D: Yes, studies on advanced meditators have shown 
that they can indeed exert significant control over 
autonomic processes like heart rate and 
metabolism. However, these studies generally find 
that while meditation can significantly influence these processes, they do not stop them entirely. 


Occasionally, there are publicized events where a yogi or monk demonstrates their ability to survive in sealed, 
oxygen-restricted environments for extended periods. These demonstrations often attract attention and scrutiny, 
with varying degrees of verification and scientific oversight. 


One of the first yogis to be studied by Western scientists, Swami Rama was a founder of the Himalayan Institute and 
was known for demonstrating remarkable control over his heart rate and blood pressure. In the 1970s, he 
participated in research at the Menninger Clinic, where he showed his ability to voluntarily control bodily functions 
that are typically considered non-voluntary. 


While not a traditional meditator in the Eastern sense, Dutch extreme athlete Wim Hof has also gained attention for 
his ability to withstand extremely cold temperatures and control his body's response to such environments. He 
attributes this ability to breathing techniques, meditation, and exposure to cold. Hof has been the subject of various 
scientific studies investigating his unique abilities. 


Many Saviours 

E: It might be true that Jesus could perform an array of miraculous acts, similar 
to "siddhis" that he developed during mystic initiations in the east, however, 
some scholars have pointed out that the miracles might have been 
superimposed on top of the historical Jesus, centuries later. Or that these 
miraculous powers have been borrowed from other, previous savior myths, from 
around the world. What would you say to that? 


D: The idea that Jesus’ miraculous acts could be later additions or borrowed 
from other savior myths is a fascinating topic explored by many scholars. Kersey 
Graves, in his book "The World's Sixteen Crucified Saviours," discusses the 
similarities in the life stories and teachings of various historical and mythological 
figures, suggesting that elements of Jesus’ story might reflect earlier myths. 
Figures like Krishna, Dionysus, Horus, and Attis, among others, have life stories 
with elements like virgin births, miracles, and resurrection, similar to the 
narrative of Jesus Christ. This comparative mythology approach highlights 
common archetypes in religious stories, raising Es about the origins of these narratives and their evolution over time. 


E: Can you expand a bit about these figures? 


D: Yes, of course. Here are some examples: 
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Krishna (Hinduism): Born of a virgin, Krishna is We are told that Jesus died ona Cross 


revered for performing miracles and imparting 


spiritual wisdom. His life, including miraculous But other Saviors died on a Cross also. 


deeds and teachings, shows parallels to Jesus' 


story. ‘ GREECE} 163 


Dionysus (Greek Mythology): Known as the 
god of wine and ecstasy, Dionysus' story 

includes resurrection and turning water into 
wine, themes also found in Jesus' narrative. 


Horus (Ancient Egyptian Religion): Horus, born 
of a virgin, is linked to the sun. His birth story 
shares similarities with the Christian nativity 
tale of Jesus. 


Attis (Phrygian/Roman Mythology): Attis, also 
born of a virgin, experienced death and 


, | 
resurrection, prefiguring the resurrection story [§ God of wine, agriculture, rebirth of the | IXION 


earth 
of Jesus. 


Adonis (Syrian Mythology): Celebrated at 
Easter, similar to the Jewish Adonai, Adonis' 
story has thematic overlaps with the Easter 
story of Jesus. His story involves a miraculous 
birth, a tragic death, and a return from the 
underworld, themes that resonate with 
resurrection narratives found in various 
cultures. Adonis was born from Myrrha, who 
was transformed into a myrrh tree. The gift of 
myrrh to Jesus by one of the wise men is 
sometimes interpreted as symbolizing death 
and resurrection, drawing a parallel to Adonis’ 
story. Adonis was not directly identified by a 
star in the original myths, but his associated 
deity, Aphrodite (or Venus, in Roman 
mythology), was linked to the planet Venus. 
The star leading the wise men to Jesus is seen 
by some as a parallel to celestial phenomena 


: é : . i led) Pig ial Prometheus Shackled 
associated with gods or goddesses in pagan 6" Peery a National [Cc 1? | 4" cent. BC, 


myths. 


Alcestos (Greek Tragedy by Euripides): As a female deity who atones for the world's sins on the cross, Alcestos 
presents a unique parallel to the crucifixion of Jesus. 


lao (Nepalese Mythology): Crucified on a tree around 600 BC, lao's name is etymologically linked to Jehovah/Yahweh. 
His story as an incarnate god and savior mirrors aspects of Jesus' life and sacrifice. 
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Quexalcoatl (Aztec/Mayan Religion): A crucial deity whose influence China, Hongshan culture, 4700 to 2900 BC. 
touched all aspects of life, Quexalcoatl's followers awaited his return, , 
similar to Christian beliefs about Jesus' second coming. 


Thulis (Egyptian Mythology): Known also as Zulis, Thulis suffered a 
violent death and rose again, ascending to heaven to become the 
judge of the dead. This resurrection and ascent have similarities to 
Jesus’ story. 


Wittoba (Indian Worship): Revered mainly in southern India, Wittoba's 
crucifixion narrative shares elements with Jesus’ crucifixion. 


E: How does the quest for the historical Jesus fit into this? 


D: The quest for the historical Jesus involves using historical-critical 
methods to try and separate the possibly embellished elements of 
Jesus’ story from the more plausible historical facts. This approach 
seeks to understand Jesus as a man who lived in the 1st century, 


distinct from the theological interpretations that later developed around him. It suggests that supernatural elements 
in the Gospel accounts, like the virgin birth and miracles, might have been narrative tools used to emphasize his 
divinity and significance. 


E: Can you compare Jesus to Apollonius of Tyana and their 
similarities? 


D: Apollonius of Tyana, a 1st-century philosopher and 
mystic, is often compared to Jesus due to similarities in 
their lives and teachings. Both reportedly performed 
miracles and had a significant impact on their followers. 
Apollonius, known for his philosophical teachings and 
ethical lifestyle, also embarked on travels to study 
different religious traditions. However, while there are 
parallels, the contexts of their stories and their impacts 
are quite distinct. Jesus is a central religious figure, while 
Apollonius is seen more as a philosopher. 


E: In what ways were the accounts of Apollonius and Jesus 
similar? 


D: Apollonius's miracles, as described by Philostratus, 
included healing the sick, expelling demons, and even 
reportedly raising the dead, much like the miracles 
attributed to Jesus. 


Apollonius traveled widely, teaching a philosophy that emphasized wisdom, asceticism, and virtue. Similarly, Jesus's 
ministry included teaching parables and principles that focused on love, kindness, and the Kingdom of God. 


E: Were they both rebellious? 
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D: Yes. Both figures are described as challenging the established religious and social norms of their time. Apollonius 
is said to have confronted tyrants and corrupt religious leaders, similar to Jesus's critiques of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees. Both Apollonius and Jesus faced opposition from the authorities of their time. While Jesus was crucified, 
accounts of Apollonius's life suggest he also encountered legal and political challenges, although he is said to have 
escaped or overcome them. 


Apollonius gathered followers who were drawn to his teachings and way of life, much like Jesus attracted disciples 
who followed him and his teachings. 


Apollonius also is known for his ascetic lifestyle, including periods of fasting and celibacy, traits that are also 
associated with Jesus, who fasted and led a life devoid of material excess. 


E: Did Apollonius also appear after death? 


D: Yes. After his death, Apollonius was believed to have appeared to a follower, reassuring him of the philosopher's 
continued existence in a higher form. This bears similarity to the post-resurrection appearances of Jesus to his 
disciples. 


The Blind Man and Reincarnation 

E: This quote is interesting and curious: 

“Now as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who was blind from birth. And His 
disciples asked Him, saying: Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that 
he was born blind?” 


D: Yes. The passage you're referring to is from the Gospel of John in the 
New Testament. It's found in John 9:1-2. In this passage, as Jesus and his 
disciples pass by, they see a man who was blind from birth. The disciples ask 
Jesus, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born 
blind?" This reflects the common belief at the time that suffering and 
disabilities were a direct result of sin. Jesus' response, which follows in the 
subsequent verses, challenges this belief. 


MAY A CHRISTIAN BELIEVE IN 


E: Some scholars say that the verses in John 9:1-2 reflects the concept of REINCARNATION ? 
reincarnation. What would you say to that? __ASBOT GORGE BUR: 


AC 


D: Well, this interpretation hinges on the question the disciples ask: "Rabbi, 

who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?". The question implies a belief in the pre-existence of 
the soul. The disciples ask if the man's blindness was due to his own sin before birth. This suggests an understanding 
that a person could sin before being born into their current life, aligning with the idea of a soul existing and accruing 
karma or sin before its current physical incarnation. 


E: One could say that this implied karmic consequences? 
D: Yes. Reincarnation often involves the concept of karma, where actions in past lives affect the circumstances of 


future lives. The disciples’ question could be seen as an inquiry into whether the man’s blindness was a karmic 
consequence of sins in a past life. 
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Interestingly, Jesus' response does not directly 
affirm or deny the premise of their question. 
Instead, he says the blindness was neither due 
to the man's sin nor his parents’ but so that 
"the works of God might be displayed in him." 
This response shifts the focus from the cause of 
suffering to the purpose it serves, which is a 
different perspective from karmic retribution. 


Jesus and Sanatana Dharma 
E: What significance does Jesus hold in Indian 
spirituality? 


D: Jesus holds a special place in the hearts and 

minds of many esteemed saints and masters across India, who have encountered Him through visions. These figures 
have not only confirmed His existence but have also substantiated the period He spent in India during the so-called 
"Lost Years." Moreover, they have embraced and extended His teachings, highlighting their harmony with Sanatana 
Dharma, to the extent of viewing them as fundamentally unified. 


E: Did any of the experience visions of Jesus? 


D: Yes. Prominent figures in contemporary Hinduism, including Shri 
WHY A HINDU ACCEPTS CHRIST Ramakrishna, his illustrious disciple Swami Brahmananda, Swami Rama 

i Tirtha, Papa Ramdas, and Paramahansa Yogananda, all experienced 
visions of Jesus. For some, these encounters occurred multiple times, 
and they even engaged in conversations with Him. 


Shri Ramakrishna, who placed a picture of Jesus in his room at the 
Dakshineshwar Kali Temple, shared with several disciples his visions of 
their past lives as direct disciples of Jesus. Swami Rama Tirtha and 
Papa Ramdas, at different times, had visions of Jesus during their stays 
at Vashishtha Guha, north of Rishikesh, in a cave believed to have 
sheltered Jesus for some time — a fact they discovered only after their 
visions. 


E: So they believed that Jesus had actually visited India? 


D: Well, according to their accounts, Swami Abhedananda and Swami 
Trigunatitanandda, disciples of Sri Ramakrishna, ventured separately to 
Ladakh in Tibet and verified ancient Buddhist texts that documented 
Jesus's life and his journey to the region. Buddhist monks presented 

, Swami Trigunatitananda with two paintings of Jesus, leading him to 
commission a aes of one based on his memory of the original during his time in America as a Vedanta missionary. 


E: How were these Swamis received in America, and what activities did they engage in there? 


D: Swami Abhedananda, while serving as a Vedanta missionary in America, published a translation of excerpts from 
the Buddhist texts on Jesus and boldly challenged the British government's ban on Nicholas Notovitch's book "The 
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Unknown Life of Jesus Christ." He imported copies of the book from 
the America and even had an edition printed in India. He also penned 


C H RI ST of | N D | A the pamphlet "Why a Hindu Accepts Christ and Rejects 


Churchianity." 
The Story of 

Originals ves An American disciple of Sri Ma Sarada Devi, the consort of Sri 
Ramakrishna, expressed her equal devotion to Sri Ramakrishna and 
Jesus. Swami Saradananda responded, "Our master assured us that 
they were the same." 


E: Did they provide any further evidence of Jesus' travels and 
residences in India? 


iC 
t 
: 
z 
: 


D: Well, in the late 20th century, the Shankaracharya of Puri, 
Jagadguru Bharati Krishna Tirtha, claimed to have definitive evidence 
that Jesus resided at the Govardhan Math in Puri during His time in 
India*. He authored a book on this discovery, which was purportedly 
lost during a world tour, and he passed away before he could rewrite 
it. 

ene CRORE Bren SHIT NID POR Gan) (* See: The Christ of India - The Story of Original Christianity by 
Abbot George Burke). 


Also, Swami Sri Yukteswar Giri, guru to Yogananda, conducted a study proving Jesus's residency in India and the 
alignment of His teachings with Sanatana Dharma, which he then introduced to the West. Unfortunately, his book 
was borrowed by a Christian missionary who never returned it. 


E: What's the connection to Yogananda, and what teachings did he introduce to America? 


D: Paramahansa Yogananda, one of the most beloved yogis of the 20th 


century, extensively wrote and lectured on Jesus's teachings. His Tue SECOND COMING 
inaugural speech in America announced his intention to teach classes in OF CHRIST ; 
The Resurrection of the Chest With You 
Boston, comparing the teachings of the Bhagavad Gita with those of the treplaery commentary 0 he 
oviginal teachings of Jerus 


Gospels and demonstrating their unity. His two-volume commentary on Si Sa Daveishcnss Siopeniande 
the Gospels, "The Second Coming of Christ," offers a comprehensive and F 
authentic exposition of Jesus's real teachings, largely unknown to 
mainstream Christianity. 


E: How did the Swamis integrate Christian teachings with Vedanta, and 
how do their societies observe Christian traditions? 


D: Swami Prabhavananda of the Hollywood Vedanta Society authored 
"The Sermon on the Mount According to Vedanta" and frequently 
referenced Jesus in his lectures. Swami Akhilananda of the Boston 
Vedanta Society wrote "Hindu View of Christ," citing Jesus as a spiritual 
authority. Both Vedanta Societies, along with Belur Math, the global 
headquarters of the Ramakrishna Mission, celebrate Christmas. 


E: Can you describe a specific instance where Abbot George Burke observed the integration of Christian and Hindu 
worship practices in India? 
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D: A poignant example witnessed by Abbot George Burke was his dear friend Swami Sivananda, founder of the Divine 
Life Society in Rishikesh, who epitomized Sanatana Dharma. Sivananda published "A Life of Jesus" for widespread 
distribution and annually celebrated Christmas at Sivananda Ashram. During the evening satsang kirtan, which 
Abbot George attended during his first visit to India in 1962, Sivananda led chants praising Jesus and Mary "Oh my 
Jesus, O Lord Jesus, Hail, Hail Jesus, O Father, father - Oh my Mary, O Virgin Mary, hail, Hail Mary, Oh Mother, 
Mother", culminating with "Jesus Bhagavan Ki-Jai - Glory to the Lord Jesus." 


E: In what ways did the yogis honor Jesus Christ, according to their teachings and personal experiences? 


D: These distinguished yogis of India honored Jesus not merely as a historical figure but as a liberated son of God, a 
true Sanatana Dharmi, akin to themselves. As Swami Sivananda described, Jesus was a yogi from the East, a 
consummate yogi, and a son of Indian soil: Jesus Bhagavan Ki Jai. 


Supernatural Abilities 

E: Jesus exhibited a number of supernatural 
abilities. Could you first go through some of 
the extrasensory abilities generally 
acknowledged in society, and then compare 
them to the miracles of Jesus. 


D: Sure. Humans have, as you said, been 
attributed with a variety of supernatural 
abilities across different cultures and historical 
periods. Here are of some of these abilities, 
followed by a comparison to the actions and 
miracles attributed to Jesus: 


: List of Supernatural Abilities Attributed to Humans: 
B | . YOND Clairvoyance: The ability to gain information about an object, person, 
location, or physical event through means other than the known human 
senses 


| SI DDH IS Clairaudience: The purported ability to hear things in a paranormal 


manner, such as voices, music, or sounds from the spirit world. 


meee saiSinernater were aud Remote Viewing: The practice of seeking impressions about a distant or 
= e Sutras of Patanjali 


unseen target through extrasensory perception. 

Telekinesis: Also known as psychokinesis, it is the ability to move objects 
with the mind without physical interaction. 

Levitation: The ability to rise or float in the air without mechanical 
assistance. 

Precognition: The ability to perceive or predict future events before 


they happen. 

Telepathy: The transmission of thoughts or feelings between individuals 
without using the five traditional senses. 

Psychometry: The ability to discover facts about an event or person by 
Bee me touching inanimate objects associated with them. 

pv foun Mewrpe | Healing: The ability to heal injuries or diseases spontaneously or 

BP dou vlese ee through energy. 
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Astral Projection: The ability to voluntarily 
project the astral body (consciousness) out of 
the body, experiencing out-of-body 
experiences. 


| know someone in Christ 
who, fourteen years ago 
(whether in the body or 
out of the body | do not 
know, God knows), was 
caught up to the third 

/ 


. 


Comparison to Jesus' Miracles: 
Healing: Jesus is reported to have healed 


various ailments and diseases, including 
leprosy, blindness, and paralysis, which 
parallels the supernatural healing abilities 
attributed to some humans. 


heaven (2 Corinthians 
12:2) 


Levitation and Walking on Water: While 
traditional levitation involves floating in the 
air, Jesus walking on water (Matthew 14:22- 
33) can be seen as a form of overcoming 
natural forces, somewhat akin to levitation. 


Precognition: Jesus predicted future events, such as Peter's denial (Luke 22:34) and his own death and resurrection 
(Matthew 16:21). This can be compared to the human-attributed ability of precognition. 


Telepathy/Clairvoyance: Jesus demonstrated knowledge of people's thoughts or events that he had not witnessed, 
such as the Samaritan woman's life history (John 4:17-18) and the disciples' conversation on the road to Emmaus 
(Luke 24:25-27). These instances resemble telepathy or clairvoyance. 


Psychokinesis/Telekinesis: While not 
described in terms exactly matching modern 
definitions of telekinesis, Jesus' miracles 


ALMS THE STOR rn “,___ involving the calming of a storm (Mark 4:39) 
W and the multiplication of loaves and fish 
= (Matthew 14:17-21) suggest control over 


=. — physical elements and processes. 


- 
f rie Wer epee we Ae ; 
—— s Materialization: The ability to create physical 
. » ae matter, paralleled in Jesus' turning water into 


— 


wine at the wedding at Cana (John 2:1-11). 

E: Does Jesus suggest that all humans have the potential to access supernatural abilities? 

D: Well, John 14:12 is a pivotal verse for those who argue that Jesus suggested all humans have the potential to 
access and develop supernatural abilities. The verse states: "Very truly | tell you, whoever believes in me will do the 
works | have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father." 

This statement by Jesus can be interpreted to mean that humans, particularly those with faith in Him, are capable of 
performing acts akin to or surpassing those He performed during His earthly ministry, provided they harness and 


develop these capabilities. 


E: What types of miracles did Jesus perform that believers are said to be able to surpass? 
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D: Well, the idea that these abilities need to be harnessed and developed is supported by the disciples' own 
experiences. For example, in Matthew 17:19-20, after failing to heal a boy with a demon, the disciples ask Jesus why 
they could not perform the healing. Jesus replies, "Because of your little faith. Truly | tell you, if you have faith like a 
grain of mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move. Nothing will be 
impossible for you." This suggests that faith is the key to unlocking and developing these supernatural abilities. 


E: Is faith alone enough to activate these supernatural abilities? 


D: Faith plays a crucial role, but belief and action are also important. The link between belief, faith, and the 
performance of miracles is further emphasized in Mark 11:22-24, where Jesus says, "Have faith in God. Truly | tell 
you, if anyone says to this mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself into the sea,’ and does not doubt in their heart but believes 
that what they say will happen, it will be done for them. Therefore | tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe 
that you have received it, and it will be yours." This indicates that a strong faith, devoid of doubt, is essential for the 
manifestation of supernatural abilities. 


E: Are supernatural abilities meant to be the same for everyone? 


D: No, 1 Corinthians 12:4-11 discusses various spiritual gifts, including wisdom, knowledge, faith, healing, 
miraculous powers, prophecy, distinguishing between spirits, speaking in tongues, and interpretation of tongues. 
These are presented as different manifestations of the Spirit, given to believers for the common good. This diversity 
of gifts suggests that supernatural abilities are not monolithic but vary among individuals, each needing to be 
developed and harnessed for the benefit of the community. 


E: What is the main argument that Jesus meant all humans possess potential for supernatural abilities? 


D: The main argument is that Jesus, through John 14:12 and other scriptures, indicates that believers have the 
potential for supernatural abilities which can be developed through faith. Scriptures like Matthew 17:19-20 and 
Mark 11:22-24 reinforce the idea that faith and belief are critical for developing these abilities, while 1 Corinthians 
12:4-11 highlights the variety of spiritual gifts available to believers, suggesting a personalized approach to 
harnessing and developing these abilities. 


E: And Throughout history, in every corner of the world and across the tapestry of faiths and spiritual beliefs, there 
have been individuals reputed to possess abilities that transcend the ordinary? 


Yes. These figures, revered, mystified, and sometimes feared, have left indelible marks on the annals of spiritual 
history, their stories woven into the very fabric of the cultures and religions they emerged from. 


E: In the Abrahamic traditions, such 
extraordinary individuals are often seen as 
prophets or messengers, endowed with 
divine power to lead, inspire, and manifest 
the will of God. Am | right? 


D: Yes. Moses, for example, revered in 
Judaism, is celebrated for his miraculous 
deeds, from parting the Red Sea to drawing 
water from a stone, demonstrating God's 


power and protection over His people. 
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Similarly, Elijah, another towering figure in Jewish history, 
performed miracles that included raising the dead and 
commanding the weather, further cementing the belief in the 
divine intercession in human affairs. 


E: What about beyond the Abrahamic traditions? 


D: Well, beyond the Abrahamic faiths, figures in other spiritual 
traditions have also been celebrated for their mystical abilities. 
Apollonius of Tyana, a 1st-century Greek philosopher, was famed 
for his wisdom and purported miracles, blurring the lines 
between myth and history. 


E: And in the east? 


D: In the East, Padmasambhava, or Guru Rinpoche, is venerated 
in Tibetan Buddhism for his role in spreading Buddhism and his 
miraculous deeds, demonstrating the power of enlightened 
beings. There are accounts of Padmasambhava being able to fly 
or levitate, particularly when traveling to sacred sites or crossing 
difficult terrains. He is said to have had control over the elements, allowing him to invoke or dispel storms, bring 
rain, and even cause natural phenomena to manifest. He was also was believed to possess healing abilities, able to 
cure physical and spiritual ailments through his deep knowledge of medicine and tantric practices, and he could 
supposedly also see into the future. 


E: Didn’t Sai Baba in India also display a lot of different abilities? 


D: Yes. The Indian subcontinent remembers Sai Baba of Shirdi, a spiritual leader whose life was a confluence of 
Hindu and Muslim teachings, renowned for his miracles and his profound impact on followers of both faiths, 
embodying the universal quest for divine connection. 


E: Any examples of his supposed powers? 


D: He is said to have had the power to materialize objects out of thin air, such as food, coins, and holy ash. Sai Baba 
reportedly possessed the ability to know the thoughts, past, present, and future of individuals without being told, 
providing guidance and solutions to their problems. Sai Baba also is attributed with the ability to appear in two 
places simultaneously (bilocation), providing guidance and assistance to his devotees wherever they needed him. 
Though less commonly reported, there are some accounts of Sai Baba = 
levitating during meditation, demonstrating his mastery over physical 
laws. There are also a few instances in Sai Baba's life stories where he 
is said to have brought dead people back to life, showcasing his divine 
powers. 


In more recent times, the fascination with supernatural abilities has 
persisted, with figures like Nina Kulagina, Uri Geller, and Edgar Cayce 
capturing the public imagination through claims of psychokinesis, 
psychic abilities, and mediumship. 


E: Can you tell me a bit more about these three individuals? 
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D: Sure. Nina Kulagina, a housewife from Soviet Russia, emerged 
into the public eye in the 1960s, claiming to possess 
psychokinetic powers that allowed her to move objects with her 
mind alone. Accounts and grainy films of her in action show 
Kulagina seated at tables, concentrating deeply, as objects such 
as matches, compass needles, and even a separated egg yolk 
move without any physical contact. Scientists and researchers, 
both within the Soviet Union and abroad, were drawn to 
Kulagina's demonstrations, seeking to understand the forces at 
play. Was it an elaborate hoax, a new scientific frontier, or 
something else entirely? Despite various theories and 
explanations, Nina Kulagina's demonstrations remain a 
fascinating chapter in the study of paranormal phenomena. 


Uri Geller, born in Israel, gained fame in the 1970s with a set of 


abilities that seemed to defy logic. Geller claimed he could bend ED: HS SE Rael PRO renee WRGent 


Bogatyrev's photo of Ninel Kulagina as 
spoons and keys with just a gentle touch and the power of his she raises a ping pong ball from the table 


mind, a spectacle that he performed on television screens and surface using a telekinetic force emitted 
stages across the globe. But Geller's purported abilities went from or shaped by her hands. 
beyond mere metal bending; he also claimed to possess psychic Moskovskaya Pravda (Moscow Pravda) 


March 17, 1968, article by journalist Lev 
powers, including reading minds and describing hidden objects. Kolodny. The following ne the AP wire 


Skeptics and supporters hotly debated the source and service reported on Kulagina (identified 
authenticity of his powers, with some suggesting trickery while as Nelya Mikhailova) worldwide. 


others saw him as evidence of a broader human potential for 
psychic abilities. Regardless of the controversy, Geller's 
charismatic performances made him a household name and 
opened up public discourse on the possibilities of psychic 
phenomena. 


Edgar Cayce, often dubbed the "Sleeping Prophet," was an 
American mystic who possessed the extraordinary ability to 
enter trance-like states, during which he would deliver readings 
and insights on a wide array of topics, from health and 
healing to spiritual matters and predictions for the future. 
Cayce's abilities first manifested in his youth but became 
widely known in the early 20th century. Throughout his 
life, Cayce offered thousands of readings, diagnosing 
illnesses and prescribing treatments, many of which were 
reportedly successful and ahead of their time in 
understanding and treatment. Moreover, Cayce's readings 
ventured into past lives, suggesting a belief in 
reincarnation, and made predictions about world events. 
His profound impact continues through the Association for 
Research and Enlightenment, which seeks to explore and 
expand upon his work. 


—4 
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Constantine's conversion to Christianity 
E: What were the reasons behind Emperor Constantine's conversion to Christianity instead of adhering to the Cult of 
Sol Invictus or Apollo? 


D: Constantine's conversion to Christianity was influenced by multiple factors. Politically, the Roman Empire was 
experiencing fragmentation, and Christianity's growing influence presented a unifying force. The Empire's traditional 
pagan cults were losing ground, making Christianity a strategically more relevant choice. 


E: So, how did social and political contexts influence 
Constantine's decision? 


D: Well, at the time, Christianity was rapidly expanding despite 
being a minority religion. Adopting Christianity could 
strategically align Constantine with this rising force, potentially 
aiding in unifying the diverse religious landscape of the Empire 
under a singular faith. 


E: Was there a specific event that solidified Constantine's faith 
in Christianity? 


D: Yes, a pivotal moment was his vision before the Battle of 
Milvian Bridge in 312 AD. Constantine reportedly saw a cross in 
the sky accompanied by the words "In this sign, you will 
conquer." He attributed his subsequent victory to the Christian 
God, which greatly strengthened his belief in Christianity. 


E: Did he have personal reasons for his conversion? 


D: While it's challenging to fully understand his personal beliefs, 

Constantine showed genuine interest in Christian theology. His active involvement in Christian affairs, such as the 
Council of Nicaea, suggests a personal connection to the faith. 

E: Why would Christianity be more appealing than the Roman and Greek pantheons? 

D: | guess Christianity's monotheistic framework offered a simpler and more straightforward religious system 
compared to the complex array of gods in Roman and Greek pantheons. This simplicity might have been seen as 


beneficial for governance and law. 


E: And how did Constantine's conversion impact his legacy and the future of the Roman Empire? 
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D: | presume, that by embracing Christianity, Constantine established a lasting legacy as a forward-thinking leader. His 
conversion marked a significant turning point in the Roman Empire, leading to the end of Christian persecution and 
setting the stage for Christianity to become the dominant religion in Europe. 


Pagan festivals and Jesus' birthday 
E: How did the early Christian Church align its rituals and holy days with pre-existing Roman festivals? 


D: The early Christian Church often integrated pagan 
festivals into Christian contexts to make the new religion 
more familiar to the Roman populace. A notable example 
is Christmas, which aligns with the Roman festival of 
Saturnalia and the birthday of Sol Invictus, celebrated 
around December 25th. \t is for that reason that they 
decided that it would be Jesus' birthday. 


E: What, would you say, are the pagan origins related to 
the celebration of Easter? 


D: While Easter is a fundamentally Christian holiday, some 
of its traditions, like the use of eggs and rabbits, might 
have origins in pagan springtime fertility rituals. These 
symbols were likely incorporated to resonate with 
common themes in various pagan traditions. 


E: So, If Jesus wasn't born on December 25th, do we know 
when he was actually born? 


D: Well, the exact date of Jesus’ birth is not known. The Bible doesn't provide a specific date, however, various 
theories suggest different times of the year. 


For example, the Spring Theory, based on the biblical mention of shepherds watching their flocks at night, suggests 
Jesus might have been born in the spring, during lambing season. 


E: Is there a theory that supports an autumn birth for Jesus? 


D: Yes, the Autumn Theory posits that Jesus could have been born during the Jewish festival of Sukkot, or the Feast 
of Tabernacles, which occurs in autumn. This theory aligns with the Nativity story and the themes of Sukkot. 


E: Do any theories argue for a winter birth? 


D: While less common, some theories do suggest a winter birth, based on the Gospel accounts and the timing of the 
Roman census. But it is highly unlikely. 


E: How do astronomical theories contribute to determining Jesus' birthdate? 
D: Astronomical theories often focus on the Star of Bethlehem. By identifying historical celestial events, some 


astronomers suggest dates ranging from 7 BCE to 2 BCE, with events like planetary conjunctions or comets possibly 
being the "star." 
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E: And what do historical analyses indicate about Jesus' birthdate? 


D: Well, if you are talking about years, historical analysis, considering the reign of King Herod and Roman census 
data, estimates Jesus' birth to have occurred between 6 BCE and 4 BCE. 


E: Was the exact date of Jesus' birth important to early Christian writers? 


D: Well, the exact date may not have been as important to early Christian writers as the theological significance of 
Jesus' birth. The choice of December 25th aligns with existing festivals and symbolizes light during the darkest part of 
the year. 


Sun worship in the Catholic Church 
E: Is there any evidence to suggest that the Catholic Church has its roots in pagan sun worship? 


D: Absolutely. For instance, consider the 
architecture of Saint Peter’s Square. |t features an 
eight-rayed sun wheel and a central obelisk, 
symbols deeply rooted in pagan sun worship. This 
is a clear indication of the Church's adoption of 


-“ The Popes are the 
pagan symbols. ie “Vd high priests of Baal, 
aay ir es the Babylonian Sun 


E: How do Christian holidays support this theory? oa main: They mee 
3 We st themselves with Sun 


D: Like we already touched on, Christian holidays 
like Christmas and Easter align closely with pagan 
festivals, specifically Saturnalia and spring equinox 
celebrations. This wasn't a coincidence; it was a 
strategic move by the early Church to ease pagans 
into Christianity by adopting their festivals. 


E: What about the imagery used in Christian art? 
Does that suggest a link to sun worship? 


D: Certainly. The halo in Christian art, especially 
around Jesus and saints, is actually a symbol of the 
sun. Also, Jesus being referred to as the "Light of 
the World" aligns perfectly with solar imagery, 
suggesting a metaphorical representation of the 
sun. 


E: Are there obvious pagan elements in Catholic rituals? 


D: Yes, many Catholic rituals mirror pagan rites. The use of incense, holy water, and even the structure of the Mass 
show remarkable similarities to pagan practices, indicating that they were borrowed or adapted from paganism. 


E: In what way? 


D: There are many examples. For instance, incense burning was a common practice in various ancient religions, 
including those of Egypt, Greece, and Babylon, where it was used in religious ceremonies and rituals to honor gods, 
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purify sacred spaces, and carry prayers to the heavens. In Catholicism, incense is used during Mass, processions, and 
other liturgical ceremonies for similar purposes, such as sanctifying the altar, venerating relics, and honoring the 
presence of Christ in the Eucharist. 


The use of water for purification is ancient and widespread, found in religions from Hinduism to ancient Roman 
practices. It was often used for cleansing sacred spaces or in preparation for religious rituals. Similarly, holy water in 
Catholicism is used for baptism, blessing individuals, and protecting from evil. \t is a sacramental, signifying 
purification and protection. 


Religious ceremonies in pagan cultures often included elements like processions, the use of altars, offerings, and 
communal meals. The Catholic Mass includes processions, the altar as the focus of the Eucharist (which itself is an 
offering), and the communal sharing of bread and wine, reminiscent of pagan ritual meals. 


Many ancient pagan cultures had a plethora of festivals and feast days to honor their gods and mark important times 
of the year, like solstices and equinoxes. There was also a practice of honoring heroes, ancestors, or demigods, often 
with shrines or dedicatory rituals. The Christian liturgical calendar, with its various feasts and seasons like Easter and 
Christmas, often coincides with or has been adapted from these ancient festivals. 


Many elements of religious architecture, like domes, columns, and the orientation of buildings towards certain 
celestial bodies, were common in pagan temples. The veneration of saints in Catholicism, including the use of 
statues and the dedication of churches to saints, has parallels to this practice. 


E: Would you say that Emperor Constantine played a role in merging Christianity with pagan practices? 


D: Definitely. Constantine was instrumental in transforming Christianity into a state religion, and in doing so, he 
merged it with existing sun worship practices to create a more unified religion. This fusion heavily influenced the 
development of the early Catholic Church. 


Dagon and Oannes 
D: Are there any aspects of the Papacy that suggest pagan 
influence? 


D: Yes, even the Papal titles and vestments have pagan roots. The 
title "Pontifex Maximus," used by the Pope, was originally a title for 
Roman pagan priests. The elaborate vestments worn by Catholic 
clergy also hark back to pagan religious attire. 


E: Can you give me some examples of these parallels? 


D: Well, the mitre, worn by bishops and some abbots, is often 
compared to the headgear of ancient pagan priests. For example, 
the tall, fish-head looking hats worn by priests in ancient Dagon 
worship, an ancient Mesopotamian and Canaanite religion, and the 
headdresses of the priests of Mithras, a mystery religion in the 
Roman Empire, have been cited as possible precursors to the mitre. 
The Mithras attire looks a bit like the top of a round mushroom. In 
Catholicism, the mitre is a symbol of the bishop's authority and is 
worn during liturgical ceremonies. 
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We also have the alb, a long white 
garment worn by priests, deacons, and 
sometimes altar servers, resembles the 
simple white tunics worn in various 
ancient pagan rituals. These tunics 
symbolized purity and were common in 
Greco-Roman religious practices. 


The cope, a liturgical cloak worn by 
clergy, can be likened to the cloaks and 
capes that were part of the attire of 
pagan priests, especially in Celtic and 
Druidic traditions. There is also the 
chasuble, the outermost liturgical 
vestment worn by priests and bishops 
during the Eucharist, has been 
compared to similar garments in 
ancient Roman religion. 


E: Tell me a bit more about Dagon 
worship. 


D: Dagon, also known as "Dagan" in 
some historical texts, is a deity from 


ancient Near Eastern mythology with a 
significant presence in multiple 
cultures, especially in Mesopotamia. He was initially revered as a fertility god, with his origins likely among the 
Amorites, who were instrumental in the establishment of Babylon. 


E: How did Dagon's characteristics evolve over time? 

D: Dagon's attributes evolved to associate him with fish and fishing. This is often interpreted symbolically, where fish 
represent fertility and abundance. This evolution is a classic example of how ancient deities often acquired new 
characteristics and expanded their influence over time. 

E: What was Dagon's significance among the Philistines and Phoenicians? 

D: For the Philistines, descendants from the Babylonian region, Dagon was a major deity, possibly even the chief god 
in their pantheon. His worship in Philistine cities like Ashdod and Gaza is well-documented. Among the Phoenicians, 
who were renowned seafarers and traders, Dagon also held considerable importance, largely due to their strong 
maritime connections and reliance on fishing. 

E: Why was Dagon particularly revered by the Phoenicians? 

D: The Phoenicians’ reverence for Dagon was closely linked to their identity as a maritime people. Given their 


seafaring and trading prowess, a god associated with fishing and the sea, like Dagon, naturally became a significant 
figure in their religious pantheon. 
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E: | have read somewhere that 
Dagon worship was similar to 
the ancient worship of Oannes, 
can you elaborate on that? 


D: Certainly. The connection 
between Dagon and Oannes, 
another ancient deity with 
fish-like attributes, is indeed 
intriguing. Oannes, as 
described by the Hellenistic- 
era Babylonian writer 
Berossus, was a fish-like being 
who emerged from the Persian Gulf to impart knowledge, arts, and sciences to humanity. This mythological figure 
is often depicted as a fish-man and is a prominent figure in ancient Mesopotamian mythology. 


E: What are the characteristics of Oannes, and how do they relate to Dagon? 


D: Oannes is described as a being who brought enlightenment and knowledge to humankind, similar to the legends 
of the Fallen Angels. This includes teachings in arts, sciences, and the principles of civilization. The fish-like 
appearance attributed to Dagon in later traditions, particularly in Judaic and Christian texts, may have been 
influenced by the Oannes myth. 


E: Is there any link between the name "Oannes" and other figures in history or mythology? 
D: Yes, interestingly, the name "Oannes" shows phonetic similarity to "loannis," which is the Greek form of the name 
John, as in John the Baptist. However, this is more of a linguistic parallel rather than a direct mythological 


connection. 


E: What does Oannes symbolize in terms of human evolution? 


D: Oannes can be seen as representing the evolutionary journey from aquatic life to human existence. The fish 
aspect symbolizes life's origins in the ocean, aligning with the scientific understanding of evolution from simple 
marine organisms to more complex terrestrial beings. The human part of Oannes signifies the advanced stages of 
this evolutionary process. 


E: How is the sun connected to this 
mythological context? 


D: In this context, the sun, often 
metaphorically associated with Christ or 
"God's Sun," is seen as impregnating the 
waters with life, initiating the evolutionary 
process. This allegorical interaction 
represents the gradual development of life 
from microorganisms to complex beings, 
eventually leading to human-like figures in 
the evolutionary timeline. 
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E: So, would you say the Catholic Church openly practices pagan sun worship? 


D: In many ways, yes. The integration of pagan symbols, rituals, and concepts into Catholicism is not just a 
coincidence; it's a reflection of the Church's historical origins in pagan sun worship. 


E: What is the significance of the eight-rayed sun wheel design in Saint Peter's Square in the Vatican? 


D: Well, this design, especially with its central Egyptian obelisk, is seen as indicative of the Church's alleged 
incorporation of pagan elements. 


Obelisks and their function 


E: Can you tell me more about the significance of obelisks and 
their function? 


D: In ancient Egypt, obelisks were closely associated with sun 
worship and were often placed at the entrances of temples. 
They were considered petrified rays of the sun, symbolizing 
the sun god Ra. The tapering shape of an obelisk represents a 
sunbeam, connecting it directly to the sun. 


E: What were obelisks made of, and what was their design? 


D: Obelisks were typically constructed from a single piece of 
stone, usually granite, and covered with hieroglyphs that bore 
religious and solar significance. The top was often capped with 
gold or electrum to catch the sun's rays at dawn and dusk, 
symbolizing the eternal cycle of the sun. 


E: Did the symbolism of obelisks spread beyond Egyptian culture? 


D: Yes, the symbolism of the obelisk transcended Egyptian culture and was adopted by various other civilizations, 
including the Romans. The obelisk's powerful symbolism made it a popular monument in different cultures. 


~~ 


a 


E: What is the significance of obelisks being placed near water bodies in 
ancient Egypt? Ee - 
D: In ancient Egypt, many obelisks were located near the Nile River. This 

proximity added symbolic resonance, intertwining the life-giving 

properties of the sun, represented by the obelisks, with the nurturing 

qualities of the river. 


E: Is there a modern example of an obelisk being placed near water? 
D: A prime example is the Washington Monument in Washington, D.C. It's 


located near the Potomac River and the Reflecting Pool on the National 
Mall. The placement near water enhances its visual impact. 


E: What does the reflection of an obelisk reflected in water symbolize? 
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D: The reflection of an obelisk in water can symbolize the interplay between the earthly and the heavenly (Fire over 
water). It's acommon theme in many cultures, sometimes representing the power of the intellect (Male/Father- 
principle) over matter (Female/Mother-principle), illustrating the concept of "Mind over Matter," or “Intellect over 
Emotion”. 


E: Where did the obelisk in the center of Saint Peter's Square come from? 


D: The obelisk at the center of Saint Peter's Square was brought from Heliopolis to Rome by Emperor Caligula. 
Historically, obelisks were associated with sun worship, particularly in ancient Egyptian culture. 


The Sun wheel and Baal worship 
E: Is there a connection between the sun wheel in Saint Peter's Square and ancient Baal worship? 


D: Yes, 

according to — Sunset 
the theory, the 
smaller four- 
rayed sun 
wheel in Saint Po 
Peter's Square Saeed é 
resembles the MUL: : 
sun wheel 
found onan 
altar stone 
from Hatzor in 
a temple of Baal, suggesting a link to ancient sun worship practices. 
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E: How do symbols from other ancient cultures like Babylon and Assyria relate to this theory? 


D: This theory also draws parallels with other ancient cultures, citing symbols like the sun god Shamash in 
Babylonian culture and Assyrian sun wheel symbols, which depict the sun within a crescent moon, as comparative 
examples of sun worship influencing Christian symbols. 


E: It seems like basically all the ancient cultures venerated the sun, and that this kind of worship spilled over into 
later religions such as Christianity. What are some of the more mystical or symbolical aspects of these practices? 


God's Sun "walking" on water 

D: Indeed, sun worship has deep mystical and symbolic significance 
across various cultures, including its parallels in Christianity. Allegorically, 
the sun often represents Christ, or the divine aspect, seen as "God's 
Sun/Son." This symbolizes the sun as a life-giving and illuminating force, SS 
akin to the role of Christ in spiritual contexts. The idea of the sun CY 4, 
"walking" on water, for instance, symbolizes divine presence and vee 
miracles, echoing Jesus walking on water in the Bible. 


E: Can you elaborate on the metaphor of the sun's interaction with 
water? 
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D: The interaction between the sun's light and water can be interpreted as a metaphor for divine influence or 
creation. The sunlight's "impregnation" of the waters symbolizes the initiation of life or spiritual awakening. This is 
akin to the immaculate conception, with sunlight being essential for life on Earth. 


E: How does the ocean fit into this allegory? 


D: In this allegory, the ocean, referred to as "Mer" (the French word for sea), symbolizes Mary, the mother of Christ. 
The ocean represents nurturing, life-giving qualities, and profound mystery, paralleling Mary's divine role in Christian 
theology. 


E: So, what is the significance of sunlight initiating life in this context? 


D: Well, sunlight hitting the waters and initiating life aligns with both scientific and spiritual narratives. It represents 
the divine spark initiating life, both biologically and spiritually, mirroring the scientific understanding of life's origins 
in the oceans. 


God's “Sun” — a Consuming Fire Horus.in his boat 
E: How did the transformation from ancient Sun worship to the worship 
of the Son in Hebrew practices occur? 


D: The transformation likely occurred through a series of cultural and 
religious developments. 


In ancient times, the sun was universally revered across different cultures 
as a life-giving force and a symbol of divine power. It represented the 
visible manifestation of the unseen Creator's glory and benevolence. As 
societies evolved, the need for more relatable and human-like 
representations of divine attributes became prominent. 


E: So, there was a gradual change from worshiping celestial bodies, to 
anthropomorphizing them? 


D: Yes. As human societies developed more complex mythologies, there 
was a gradual shift from worshipping natural phenomena like the sun 
to venerating deities with human characteristics. 
These gods and goddesses often embodied aspects Jesus in his boat 

of natural forces or celestial bodies, including the eS 
sun, but were portrayed in more relatable, 
anthropomorphic forms. 


E: And through time these symbolic elements were 
integrated into the Hebrew traditions? 


D: Yes. The Hebrew tradition, with its monotheistic 
belief in a single, omnipotent God, integrated 
elements of earlier symbolic representations into its religious narrative. The sun's symbolism as a source of light and 
life could have been conceptually transferred to the idea of the Son (in Hebrew contexts, this would refer to 
messianic figures or important prophets) as a bringer of spiritual light and salvation, or “solace” meaning comfort. 
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E: So the Messiah, as a savior figure, could have be seen 
as the spiritual "light of the world," bringing hope, 
guidance, and salvation to humanity? 


D: Yes. This concept parallels the sun's role as a physical 
light and life-giver and with the advent of Christianity, 
Jesus Christ was identified explicitly as the "Son of God" 
and the "light of the world," a direct spiritual successor 
to earlier messianic expectations. The New Testament 
writings further solidified this connection, drawing upon 
Hebrew Scriptures and integrating symbolic elements 
that resonate with the sun's imagery (e.g., light 
overcoming darkness). 


E: What about the rather striking linguistic and 
conceptual syncretism? 


D: The phonetic similarity between "Sun" and "Son" in 
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English (though not present in Hebrew or Greek) may have facilitated allegorical interpretations and teachings that 
draw parallels between the two concepts. Over time, religious teachings and art often depicted Christ with solar 
imagery (e.g., halos, radiant light), visually emphasizing the connection between the divine light of the sun and the 


spiritual light of the Son. 


E: Might modern interpretations downplay the importance of these ancient practices? 


D: Well, modern interpretations often dismiss ancient spirituality, accusing ancient peoples of merely worshiping the 
sun out of ignorance. This perspective overlooks the depth and significance of ancient spiritual practices, reducing 
15,000 years of human spirituality to mere myth without recognizing the sophisticated symbolic use of the sun to 


represent the divine. 
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E: Why did ancient cultures use the sun as a symbol for 
the divine? 


D: Ancient cultures used the sun as the most 
appropriate symbol for the glory of the unseen 
Creator because it was universally accessible and 
beyond human ownership. The sun, being vital for life 
and unclaimed by any single culture, naturally became 
a symbol for "God's Sun," the light of the world anda 
figure of divine benevolence. 


E: What significance did the sun hold in the lives of 
ancient people? 


D: For ancient people, the sun was a source of life and 
a symbol of security against the vulnerabilities of 
darkness. As we said, its daily rise was a sign of divine 


benevolence and protection, making it an emblem of hope and 
salvation for humanity, dependent on its life-giving energy. 


E: How is the concept of a "Consuming Fire" related to the sun in 
biblical texts? 


D: The concept of a "Consuming Fire" in Deuteronomy 4:24 and 
Hebrews 12:29 reflects ancient understanding of the divine as 
powerful and purifying, similar to the sun's energy. This analogy 
underscores God's presence and power, likening “Him” to the 
essential, life-sustaining force of the sun. 


E: How did ancient people perceive the relationship between the sun 
and the divine? 


D: Ancient people saw the sun as a visible representative of the 
unseen Creator, symbolizing the presence of God in heaven. The 
phrase "When you have seen the Son/Sun, you have seen the 
Father" illustrates this belief, where the sun's presence glorified the 
Father and assured His protection and provision. 


E: What role did the sun play in the concept of salvation in ancient 
spirituality? 


D: The sun was considered "Our Very Savior," essential for life and 
survival. Its energy, sustaining life on Earth, was seen as a sacrifice necessary for our continued existence, embodying 
the idea that "God's Sun must give His life for us to live." 


E: How did the concept of a "Risen Savior" emerge from ancient sun worship? 

D: The hope for salvation was tied to the sun's daily return, symbolizing a "Risen Savior" whose presence ensured 
life's continuation. This belief in the sun's "Imminent Return" each morning reinforced the assurance of divine 
faithfulness and the promise of eternal life through the enduring cycle of sunrise and sunset. 

E: What does the ancient belief in the sun's role in providing everlasting life signify? 

D: The belief that everlasting life is a gift from the Father through the sun reflects an understanding that life on Earth 


will persist as long as the sun rises each day. This eternal cycle of life, attributed to the sun's energy, symbolizes the 
promise of continual renewal and salvation. 


Horus and Set 
E: What is the significance of Horus in ancient Egyptian religion regarding the sun? 


D: Horus, depicted as the "New Born Babe" or the early morning "Sun/Savior," symbolizes the rejuvenation and hope 
brought by the sunrise. Horus was “Risen” above the edge of the earth, over the “Ho-rizon”. 


His portrayal as a dove and a hawk represents peace and war and light and dark, embodying the dual nature of the 
sun's influence on human affairs. 
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Horus's life was divided into 12 
hours or stages, reflecting the 
daily journey of the sun across the 
sky. According to Jordan Maxwell, 
we get the word Hours from 
Horus*. 

(* See the book: That Old Time 
Religion, by Jordan Maxwell and 
Paul Tice). 


E: How did ancient cultures view 
the sunset in relation to divine 
forces? 


the sunset as the realm of Set, 
the "Prince of Darkness," 
associating the end of the sun's 
daily journey with the temporary 
triumph of darkness over light. 
This transition was seen as a time 
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D: Ancient cultures personified HORUS THE ELDER 
=~ 


when the world was left in the 
hands of darker forces until the HORUS THE YOUNGER 


sun's return. 


Jordan Maxwell proposed that in ~JSh 
the Bible, when God's Sun died, 

the world was left in the hands of the Prince of Darkness (Set) at Sun-Set. It was generally observed that "God's Sun" 
could be depended upon to return in the same manner that he left, namely, "On a Cloud" ... and "Every eye will see 
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Him". 


E: Can you explain the ancient concept of a trinity in 


relation to the sun? ao« 
D: The first trinity concept was a representation of the 

sun's three stages of life: new-born at dawn, full-grown at 

noon, and old and dying at sunset. This early trinity 

symbolized the complete lifecycle of the sun, seen asa 

single divine entity with three distinct aspects. And of 4, 


course the Sun meets death at Sun-Set with a “corona”, a 
shimmering crown of thorns, which is why Kings are 
“coronated” with golden crowns on their heads. 


E: What is the significance of the "Cross of the Zodiac" in 
ancient calendars? 


D: The "Cross of the Zodiac" is formed by dividing the 
yearly calendar into four equal parts (quarters), marking the start of each season. This cross symbolizes the life of 
the sun throughout the year, with the intersection points indicating the solstices and equinoxes. The imagery of the 
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sun on the cross found in Christian churches draws from this ancient 
symbolism, representing the sun's journey through the seasons. 


E: Remind me: How does December 25th relate to the rebirth of the sun 
in ancient traditions? 


D: On December 25th, after pausing for three days in the Southern 
Cross constellation during the winter solstice, the sun begins its return 
journey to the northern hemisphere, symbolizing rebirth and the return 
of light and warmth. This date was celebrated as the sun's "birthday," 
marking the point at which the sun is "born again." 


Eve-olution and Baptism 
E: Could you explain the metaphorical connection between evolution and the biblical Eve? 


D: The play on words with "Eve-olution" and "Eva" (Eve) suggests that the process of evolution is part of a divine 
plan. Eve, representing the start of human life and consciousness, implies that evolution is not just a biological 
process but also a spiritual and conscious journey. 


E: How does the concept of water baptism tie into this allegory? 


D: In Christian tradition, water baptism symbolizes purification and rebirth. In the allegory, the ocean (Mary) 
represents the source of baptismal water, signifying spiritual cleansing and a new spiritual journey. It's tied to the 
sun's light (Christ) interacting with water, symbolizing divine influence and rebirth. 


E: What about the concept of baptism of fire? 


D: The baptism of fire symbolizes the Holy Spirit's transformative power. The sun, in this allegory, represents not just 
physical but spiritual fire that illuminates, warms, and transforms. The sun's rays touching the earth and ocean 
signify a spiritual awakening and purification, akin to a baptism by fire. 


The “Anointed” One 


E: Jesus is often referred to as the "anointed one", from where do 
these practices of anointment, or pouring of oil, come from? 


D: The practice of anointing with oil has deep historical roots in 
various ancient cultures. The term "Christ" comes from the Greek 
"Christos," meaning "anointed one," a translation of the Hebrew 
"Mashiach" or "Messiah." Anointing was common in ancient Near 
Eastern cultures, including Mesopotamian and Egyptian societies, for 
consecrating and purifying kings, priests, and even divine statues. 


E: How was anointing used in the Old Testament? 


D: In the Old Testament, anointing was a ritual for consecrating 
priests, prophets, and kings, symbolizing their divine appointment and purpose. A notable example is King David, 
who was anointed by Samuel, marking him as chosen by Yahweh. 


E: What does anointing symbolize in Christianity, particularly in reference to Jesus? 
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D: In Christianity, Jesus being called the "anointed one" signifies his role as 
the prophesied Messiah and savior. This anointing is understood 
spiritually, representing his divine appointment rather than a literal act of 
anointing. 


E: Are there similar anointing practices in other religious traditions? 


D: Yes, similar practices exist in other traditions. For example, in Hinduism, 
pouring oil on the Shiva Lingam during worship is significant, symbolizing 
purification and devotion. Similarly, in ancient Egypt, pouring oil on the 
'Djed' pillar was part of a ritual honoring the divine, particularly 
associated with Osiris. 


E: Can you tell me more about the 'Djed' pillar and its significance in 
Egyptian culture? 


D: The 'Djed' pillar in ancient Egypt symbolized stability and endurance 
and was associated with Osiris, the god of the afterlife and rebirth. 
Pouring oil on the 'Djed' pillar was a ritual act reinforcing these qualities. The Djed pillar, along with the obelisk, 
served as phallic symbols representing strength, creation, and the concept of enduring life. The obelisk was linked to 
the sun god Ra, while the Djed pillar was more closely connected to Osiris's regenerative aspects. 


According to the myth, Osiris was murdered and dismembered by his brother, Set. Osiris's wife, Isis, collected all the 
pieces of his body to resurrect him. However, the one part she could not find was his phallus, which had been 
thrown into the Nile (the birth canal) and eaten by a fish (Piscis, meaning “bladder of a fish”). 


Anointment and Sex magic 
E: So, it seems to me that what is being practiced here is some kind of ritualistic sex magic, where the pillar is rubbed 
with oil, representing intercourse and generation of new life. Am | right in my assessment? 


D: Yes, your assessment aligns with the symbolism found in many ancient traditions, such as Hinduism. In these 
cultures, structures like the Shiva Lingam represent the divine union of male and female energies. This allegorical 
representation symbolizes creation and the cyclic nature of the universe. 

E: Can you describe the symbolism of the Shiva Lingam in Hindu rituals? 


D: In Hindu rituals, the Shiva Lingam, symbolizing : — 
Lord Shiva, is often depicted as a smooth Hard ”ON” 
elongated stone (Phallus). It's set within a base, 
the yoni (Vulva), representing Shakti or Parvati. 
The pouring of substances like water, milk, or oil 
over the Lingam (Semen), symbolizes 
auspiciousness and is an act revered in these 
rituals. 


E: How does the yoni's symbolism tie into other 
cultural representations? 


D: The yoni, symbolizing the female principle, is 
akin to the base of the Shiva Lingam and 


represents creation and the universal womb. This symbolism extends to 
other cultures, including the circle or oval shape surrounding an obelisk, 
like in St. Peter's Square, which can be interpreted as a feminine symbol. 
Interestingly, this symbol has also been adopted as the universal symbol 
for electric power, often seen on electronic devices. 


E: What is the significance of the city of "On," or Heliopolis, in this 
context? 


D: Heliopolis, or the "City of the Sun," was a crucial center in ancient 
Egypt, known for its temples and sun god Ra worship. This historical 
background enriches the symbolism associated with sun worship and the 
integration of masculine and feminine principles in religious practices. 
“ON” is also the universal symbol, or Logo of electric power, which can be seen on almost all electric equipment, 
such as computer and TVs. 


E: Could you explain more about sex magic and its role in esoteric traditions? 


D: Sex magic in esoteric traditions is a practice where sexual energy 
is harnessed for spiritual or magical purposes. This involves using 
the energy generated through sexual activity or symbolism to 
achieve goals like manifesting desires or transcending physical 
limits. It's a concept deeply ingrained in traditions like Tantra, 
which emphasizes the union of male and female energies. 


E: How is Tantra connected to these practices? 


D: Tantra, with its roots in Hinduism and Buddhism, places a 
significant emphasis on the balance and union of the male (Shiva) 
and female (Shakti) energies. Practices in Tantra often involve 
harnessing sexual energy, not just through physical acts but also 
through spiritual techniques like fire breath, to promote spiritual 
growth and awaken kundalini energy. 


The Fertility Cults of Canaan 


E: I've heard that the Fertility Cults of Canaan had complex religious 
rituals. Can you tell me more about them and their influence on 5 communication 


Israel? 
D: Certainly. Scholars have been uncovering the intricate religious rituals of Israel's Canaanite neighbors, although 
much of this information remains tentative and debated. These fertility cults, known for their dark and seductive 
practices, continually enticed the people Yahweh had chosen as his witnesses. 

E: What was the origin of Judaism in this context? 

D: Israel developed its faith in the wilderness. Key figures like Abraham in the Negev desert and Moses in the desert 


near Mount Sinai played critical roles. During their 40-year journey in the wilderness, Yahweh was undeniably the 
God of the wilderness, guiding and protecting them. 
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E: How did the Israelites encounter these Canaanite practices? 
D: Upon entering Canaan, the Israelites, who were nomads, 
encountered a land of farmers who attributed the land's 
fertility to their god Baal. This led to a dilemma for the 
Israelites — whether to continue worshiping Yahweh or also 
honor Baal for agricultural prosperity. 


E: What was the spiritual struggle during this time? 


D: The book of Judges and other biblical texts document this 
struggle. The Israelites were repeatedly drawn to the 
Canaanite gods, leading to cycles of sin, divine punishment, 
repentance, and forgiveness. Under kings like Ahab and 
influenced by figures like Jezebel, the fertility cults even 
received official sanction. 


E: | know that we covered this earlier, but can you elaborate 
on the Canaanite gods, particularly Baal and Asherah? 


D: Baal, initially a creation god, became dominant over time. 
He was worshiped as a bull-man holding a lightning bolt, 
symbolizing both destruction and fertility. Asherah, the 
fertility goddess, was worshiped through ritual sex and was 
believed to be both Baal's mother and mistress. The practices 
associated with her worship were quite immoral by biblical 
standards. 


E: What were the cultic practices in Baal worship? 


D: Baal's followers offered sacrifices, including animals and, 
during crises, even their children, to gain prosperity. The 
worship of Asherah involved ritual sex as a form of 
"sympathetic magic" to ensure good harvests, leading to 
religious prostitution. 


E: How did pagan religions persist into the New Testament 
times? 
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D: By the time of Jesus, many Old Testament gods had been assimilated into the Greco-Roman pantheon. Deities like 
Zeus and Artemis continued the traditions of Baal and Asherah. The worship practices remained as immoral, 


involving activities like temple prostitution in places like Corinth. 


E: What about the practice of magic and the occult in ancient times? 


D: Magic and divination were common, with practices like examining animal entrails and consulting oracles. Demon 


possession and exorcism were also widely practiced. 


E: How does this relate to modern-day idolatry? 
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D: The concept of idolatry in ancient times, centered around tangible deities 
like Baal and Asherah, has evolved in the modern context. Today's forms of 
idolatry are often less about physical statues and more about intangible 
entities or concepts. "Gods" like money, power, fame, technology, and 
even relationships can become modern idols. These entities, though not 
deities in the traditional sense, can dominate our lives, priorities, and values 
in a way that mirrors ancient idol worship. 


The essence of idolatry is anything that takes the central place in our lives 
that should be reserved for God. In today's materialistic and consumer- 
driven society, the pursuit of wealth, status, or pleasure can easily become 
an overriding focus, leading to a form of idolatry. These "gods" are less 
personalized but arguably more insidious because they are ingrained in the fabric of everyday life and societal values. 


For instance, the pursuit of money or financial success can become an all-consuming goal, overshadowing ethical 
considerations, personal relationships, and spiritual well-being. Similarly, the quest for power or fame can lead to 
compromising one's values or integrity. 


Even technology, which permeates nearly every aspect of modern life, can become a form of idolatry when it starts 
to control our actions, thoughts, and interactions with others. Social media, for instance, can become a platform for 
seeking validation and attention, akin to a modern altar where self-worth is sacrificed. 


As above so below 

E: It seems that the pagan schools of thought were very much about 
uniting heaven and earth, as well as male and female aspects, and that 
this then spilled over into the Abrahamic traditions. How can this be 
discerned in Jewish, Christian or other religious symbols? 


D: The idea of uniting heaven and earth, as well as the male and female 
aspects, can be discerned in various religious symbols across different 
traditions, including Jewish and Christian symbols. It’s like it says in the 
Lord's prayer: “let your will be done on earth, as it is in Heaven”. 


One prominent example is the Christian Cross. The cross symbolizes the 
union of the earthly and physical (horizontal) with the spiritual or 
transcendent (vertical). This represents the connection between the material and spiritual realms. In Christianity, the 
cross is central, symbolizing Jesus Christ's crucifixion, linking his earthly suffering with his divine nature. 


In other traditions, symbols like the Solar Cross and the Swastika also embody these concepts. The Solar Cross, 
representing the sun, can symbolize the cyclical nature of life, death, and rebirth. 
The Swastika, in Hinduism, represents auspiciousness and the cycles of existence. 
However, its association with the Nazi regime has overshadowed its ancient 
meanings. The Swastika has legs, walking a-cross the sky, like a “Sky-Walker’. 


The Tibetan Book of the Dead introduces the hexagram with a Swastika, 
symbolizing the union of the masculine and feminine principles. It represents 


transcendence and transformation, central themes in the text, guiding the 
n” | ” 
deceased through the intermediate state between death and rebirth. The SUN ”Walking” a Cross the sky 
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In Chinese philosophy, the Yin Yang symbol represents the balance of opposing forces like light and dark or male and 
female, illustrating the interconnectedness of these dual aspects. 


In Hindu and Buddhist traditions, Yantras, with intersecting geometric 
shapes, symbolize the unity and balance with the divine realms and the 
physical cosmos. They embody the Hermetic principle "As above, so 
below," indicating a reflection between the macrocosm and the 
microcosm. 


Lastly, the Star of David in Jewish mysticism, especially Kabbalah, 
symbolizes the union of opposites and the correspondence between the 
macrocosm and the microcosm. The interlocking triangles represent the 
merging of masculine and feminine principles, and the hexagram is 


linked to the divine presence and the interconnectedness of all things. : 

P Tibetan Book of the Dead 
These symbols across various traditions reflect a deep philosophical understanding of the world as a harmonious 
interplay of complementary forces, leading to higher consciousness and balance. 


The Star of David and the Hexagram 
E: What are the historical origins of the hexagram, commonly known as the 
Star of David, Shield of Solomon, or Seal of Saturn? 


D: The hexagram's origins are diverse and span across different cultures. In 
various ancient societies, including Indian, Islamic, and early Christian 
contexts, the six-pointed star symbolized harmony and balance or specific 
spiritual concepts. It's found in archaeological sites like ancient Hebrew seals 
and a 2nd-century synagogue in Capernaum. Additionally, in medieval 
Christian symbolism, it occasionally represented the six days of Creation. 


E: Was the hexagram always associated with Jewish culture? 


D: No, the hexagram wasn't always a Jewish symbol. It was used in different 
cultures for various purposes. For example, in Hinduism, it's called the 
Shatkona, symbolizing the union of male and female elements. In alchemy 
and occult practices, it represented the amalgamation of opposing forces like 
fire and water. 


E: How did the Shield of Solomon become connected to Jewish folklore? 


D: In Islamic and Jewish folklore, the hexagram was known as the "Seal of 
Solomon," associated with legends about King Solomon's magical ring. 
However, this connection is more mythological and doesn't have a strong 
historical basis. 


E: When did the hexagram start to become a symbol for Judaism? 


D: The symbol began gaining association with Jewish communities in medieval Europe. \t appeared in synagogue 
architecture and Jewish manuscripts. The 16th century and the rise of Kabbalistic mysticism further integrated the 
hexagram into Jewish spiritual symbolism, representing God's dominion in all directions. 
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E: When did the Star of David become a prominent symbol of Jewish identity? 


D: The Star of David emerged as a key symbol of Jewish identity in the 19th century, especially in Central and Eastern 
Europe. Jewish communities seeking a unifying emblem, akin to the Christian cross, adopted it. Its adoption by the 
Zionist movement and later as the emblem on the flag of the State of Israel in 1948 solidified its status as a primary 


symbol of Judaism. 


J. Augustus Knapp (1853-1938) 


- The Secret Teachings Of All Ages, 1928. 
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The Star of David and the “Seal of Saturn” 


E: Why is the hexagram, or star of David, sometimes referred to as the "Seal of Saturn"? 


D: The term "Seal of Saturn" for the hexagram, or Star of David, is linked to ancient astrology and alchemy. In these 
traditions, celestial bodies, including planets, were often associated with specific symbols and metaphysical 
properties. Saturn, being a significant astrological body, was linked to certain symbols, one of which was the 
hexagram. 


E: What is the significance of Saturn in astrology and alchemy? 
D: In astrology, Saturn is known for its substantial, sometimes perceived as malevolent, influence. |t represents 


aspects like Jimitations, boundaries, and structure. |n alchemy, Saturn was associated with lead. It symbolized the 
outermost boundary of the known solar system in ancient cosmological models. 


E: How does the hexagram relate to Saturn in MONOLITO NERO 
terms of its structure? STUR 
SATURN 


D: The hexagram, a six-pointed star, correlates 
numerologically with the number seven (six 
points plus the center). This number was 
significant in ancient times and often linked with 
the seven known planets, including Saturn. The 
symmetry and balance of the hexagram might 
have been seen as representing Saturn's 
characteristics. 


E 4: Are there other reasons for the hexagram's 
association with Saturn? 


D: Yes, in various mystical and occult traditions, 
geometric shapes like the hexagram were 
thought to embody celestial influences or hold 
magical power. The hexagram's perfect 
symmetry and balance were likely interpreted as 
reflecting the attributes attributed to Saturn. 


E: The connection between the Star of David 
and the planet Saturn is fascinating. Can you 
expand on that subject? 
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D: Absolutely, it's quite a fascinating topic. Saturn was revered in 
ancient cultures. In Roman mythology, he was a major god 
symbolizing agriculture, wealth, and time. They even celebrated 
a festival called Saturnalia in his honor. 


E: And isn't Saturn the same as the Greek god Cronus? 


D: Yes. Now, there's also an interesting linguistic connection. The 
day Saturday, or "Saturn's day," is linked to Saturn in many 
languages. This is significant since Saturday is the Sabbath for 
Jews. Plus, have you noticed Torah covers are often black? It's 
because they signify "Law," and "Torah" means Law in Hebrew. 


E: What about the astronomical symbol for Saturn? 


D: It's a combination of a sickle or scythe with a cross, reflecting 
his ties to agriculture and time. But when it comes to the Star of 
David, which is also known as Magen David, the connection 
with Saturn is more in the realm of esoteric and mystical 
traditions than mainstream history or Judaism. 


E: How so? 


D: Well, the hexagonal shape of the Star of David is sometimes linked to the hexagon storm on Saturn's north pole. 
Saturn was quite significant in ancient astrology, being one of the visible planets to the naked eye. 


E: And what about in Jewish mysticism? 


D: In Kabbalah, there's a deep exploration of numbers and shapes. Here, the Star of David could represent the 
intersection of the divine and material world, with Saturn symbolizing constraints, time, and materiality. 


E: I've heard about alchemy and occult traditions having a role too. 

D: Right, in those traditions, geometric shapes like the hexagram of the Star of David often have symbolic meanings. 
Saturn, known as "lead" in alchemy, could be linked to the hexagram as a symbol of transformation and the physical 
world's limits. 


E: And isn't there a connection with numerology as well? 


| D: Yes, there is. The Star of David, with its six points and 
\ six-sided hexagon, relates to the number six. So, it can 


6 . be symbolically connected to Saturn, which is linked 
\/ V/ with Saturday, the sixth day of the week. It’s a six- 
pointed star, made up of six smaller triangles, 
3 A /\ attached to a six-sided Hexagon, equaling the number 
5 3 
\\/ 666. 
4 


E: What about Metatron's Cube? I've heard it 
mentioned in these contexts. 


6 POINTED STAR 6 SIDED HEXIGON G trianctes 
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D: Metatron's Cube is another intriguing symbol from sacred geometry. M ETAT RO N'S c U BE 


Named after the archangel Metatron in Jewish mystical traditions, it's 


found in Kabbalistic texts and later Jewish works like the Talmud. 
TAN 


E: What does it look like? 


D: It’s a complex geometric figure. You create it by extending lines from 
a cube’s center to an intersecting cube or connecting the centers of 
thirteen circles from the "Fruit of Life," part of the Flower of Life. It 
encompasses all the Platonic solids. 
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E: And its significance? 


D: Metatron's Cube is seen as a symbol of balance and harmony. It's 
thought to represent the flow of energy throughout the universe and is 
used in modern spiritual practices as a meditation tool to understand 
existence. 


The Black Cube 


E: I've read about how the worship of Saturn is linked to the idea of a Black Cube as a 
sacred object. Could you dive into that a bit? 


D: Sure. The connection actually stems from the hexagonal shape on the north pole of 
Saturn. This shape looks a bit like a cube when viewed from certain angles. In esoteric 
circles, the black cube has become a symbol of Saturn and what it represents. 


E: Where can you see this symbol? 


D: It's quite fascinating. You can find large, black stone 
monuments in the shape of cubes in various places 
around the world — like Manhattan, Australia, 
Stockholm, and Santa Ana. Even big corporations, like 
Blackrock, use this symbolism to convey power and 
determination. The name 'Blackrock' itself is quite 
telling. And did you know? The U.N. has a large black 
cube-shaped boulder in their meditation room. 


E: That's interesting. Are there other examples? 


D: Absolutely. Think about Hollywood movies, 
especially Sci-Fi. The Borg spaceship in Star Trek, for 
example, is a black cube and represents a collective 
hive. Then there’s "The Tesseract" in the Marvel 
movies. Movies like "The Cube" and "Hypercube" also 
play on this theme, where characters navigate a multi- 
dimensional cube, facing intense psychological 
challenges. 


E: Could this be linked to religious practices as well, 
like the Kaaba in Mecca? 


D: It's a topic of speculation. The Kaaba, that large 
black cube in Mecca, holds immense importance in 
Islam. It’s draped in black silk and is considered the 
"House of God." During Hajj, millions of Muslims 
circle the Kaaba in a counter-clockwise direction, a 
ritual known as Tawaf. This could be seen as 
symbolically related to Saturn’s rings. 


E: And what about the Black Stone in the Kaaba? 


D: The Black Stone, or Hajar al-Aswad, is a revered 
object set into the Kaaba. Its origin and nature are 
debated; it might be a meteorite or an agate. 
Islamic tradition says it was given to Abraham by 
the angel Gabriel during the Kaaba's construction. 
It's a central part of the Islamic faith and its rituals. 


Zionism 
E: Can you tell me about Zionism, its origins and main ideas? 


D: Sure. Zionism emerged in the late 19th century in response to the widespread anti-Semitism in Europe. It was a 
nationalist movement advocating for the establishment of a Jewish homeland in Palestine, which was then part of 
the Ottoman Empire. Theodor Herzl, an Austrian journalist, played a key role in its development. 

E: What motivated Herzl and other early Zionists? 

D: Herzl and others were motivated by the desire to create a safe haven for Jews, who were facing severe 
persecution. They believed that Jews would never be fully accepted in European societies and that a separate state 
was necessary for their safety and self-determination. 

E: Weren't there different branches or types of Zionism? 

D: Absolutely. Zionism wasn't a monolithic movement. There were several branches, each with its own focus. For 
instance, there was Political Zionism, focused on diplomatic efforts to establish a Jewish state. Then there was 
Cultural Zionism, emphasizing the revival of Hebrew language and Jewish culture. 

E: What about the timeline? When did Zionism actually lead to the creation of Israel? 

D: The Balfour Declaration in 1917 was a key moment. It was a statement by the British government supporting the 
establishment of a "national home for the Jewish people" in Palestine. Post World War II, and the Holocaust further 
intensified the call for a Jewish state. This led to the establishment of Israel in 1948. 


E: | see. And how did Zionism evolve after the creation of Israel? 


D: After 1948, Zionism's focus shifted. It became more about supporting and developing the state of Israel. There's 
also been considerable debate within Zionism about issues like the borders of Israel and relations with Palestinians. 
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E: It sounds like a complex movement with a lot of history. 


D: Definitely. Zionism has played a crucial role in Jewish history and has evolved in response to changing 
circumstances and challenges facing the Jewish people. 


Christian Zionism 
E: So, what can you tell me about Christian Zionism? 


D: Well, Christian Zionism is quite interesting. It predates and 
influenced modern Zionism, and it’s based on the belief that a 
Jewish state in Palestine is necessary for Biblical prophecies to be 
fulfilled. \t started gaining traction in the 19th century, but its roots 
go back even further. 


E: How does it tie in with Biblical prophecy? 


D: Christian Zionists interpret the Bible to mean that the return of 
Jews to the Holy Land is essential for the Second Coming of Christ. 
This idea was particularly strong among certain Protestant groups in 
Europe and North America. It's part of a theology called 
"dispensationalism," which divides history into distinct periods in 
God's plan. 


E: Was there anyone significant who contributed to this 
movement? 


D: Definitely. Charles Taze Russell, the founder of what would become the Jehovah's Witnesses, was a key figure. He 
believed in the literal interpretation of Biblical prophecies about Jews returning to Israel. His teachings, especially on 
end-times prophecies, had a huge impact, especially in the United States. 

E: And what about the Black Stone Memorial? 

D: Oh, the Black Stone Memorial is a notable part of this history. Erected by Russell and his followers, it symbolized 
their support for the Jewish return to Palestine. It was a concrete expression of their beliefs and support for Jewish 
aspirations in Palestine. 

E: There was also something called the Blackstone Memorial of 1891, right? 

D: Yes, that's different from Russell's memorial. The Blackstone Memorial of 1891, led by William Eugene 
Blackstone, was a petition advocating for Jewish resettlement in Palestine. It was one of the earliest Christian 
expressions of support for Jewish statehood in Palestine. 


E: Who was Blackstone? 


D: He was a prominent Christian Restorationist who believed in the Jews' return to the Holy Land as part of Biblical 
prophecy. His petition was signed by many influential Americans, showing a widespread acceptance of these ideas. 


E: And how did it impact politics? 
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D: The petition was presented to President Benjamin Harrison. It was an 
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early step in gaining political support for Zionism in the U.S., laying the 
groundwork for future support for Israel. 


E: I've heard Christian Zionism influenced the Balfour Declaration? 


D: Yes, it likely did. The Balfour Declaration in 1917, which supported 
establishing a Jewish homeland in Palestine, had complex motivations, 
including political and economic factors. But the Christian Zionist sentiment 
in Britain, including in the political elite, played a role. 


E: What about the Rothschilds’ involvement? 
D: The Rothschild family, especially Baron Edmond James de Rothschild, 


supported Jewish settlements in Palestine. Their motivation was a mix of 
philanthropy, Jewish solidarity, and the Zionist vision. Christian Zionism's 


influence on their decision is less clear, though it helped create a favorable 
environment for the idea. 


E: I’ve read some things about Ginsberg, Herzl, Balfour, and even Churchill’s views on Palestine. Tell me about that. 


D: Ahad Ha'am, or Asher Zvi Hirsch Ginsberg, was a key figure in cultural Zionism. He wrote critically about the 
treatment of Arabs by Jewish settlers and warned of potential conflicts. Theodor Herzl, known as the father of 
political Zionism, envisioned establishing a Jewish state, sometimes even discussing the “ethnic cleansing” of Arabs. 


E: And what about Balfour and Churchill? 


D: Arthur Balfour, during a cabinet meeting in 1919, explicitly stated they wouldn’t consult the Arabs in Palestine 
about the Jewish homeland. And Winston Churchill, in his 1936 Peel Commission testimony, compared the 
Palestinian Arabs to indigenous peoples in America and Australia, suggesting their rights were secondary to the 
establishment of a Jewish state. These views reflect the complex and often contentious politics surrounding Zionism 
and Palestine. 


Rebuilding the Third Temple 


E: I've heard that Zionism and the ideals of Freemasonry might be connected, 
especially regarding the rebuilding of the third temple. What can you tell me 
about that? 


D: That's a pretty deep topic. The idea of rebuilding the Temple in Jerusalem is 
a key part of Jewish messianic expectation. \t's seen as a spiritual center for all 
nations and a symbol of peace, rather than a cause for conflict. But there are 
different interpretations, some involving political scenarios like the destruction 
of the Dome of the Rock. 


E: And what about Freemasonry's interest in the Third Temple? 


D: In Freemasonry, the Third Temple idea is more allegorical. They've long used King Solomon's Temple as a central 
symbol, representing the building of the ‘New Man’ and society's universal betterment. It's about moral and ethical 
development, not the physical construction of a building. 


268 


E: That's interesting. Does this tie into university traditions, like 
wearing a mortarboard at graduation? 


D: Yes, actually! The mortarboard symbolizes shaping students into 
‘perfect ashlars’, fitting into society. It's like that Pink Floyd song: "We 
don't need no education... All in all, you're just another brick in the 
wall." It represents the idea of being molded into a conforming 
individual. 


E: What exactly is an Ashlar in Freemasonry? 


D: The Ashlar is a key symbol. There's the Rough Ashlar, representing 
our natural, imperfect state, and the Perfect Ashlar, symbolizing 


moral and ethical refinement. Freemasons aim to transform from 
rough to perfect, like shaping a rough stone into a perfect cube. 


E: And the square and circle symbols in Freemasonry? 


D: The square means living a life that's ‘square’ and true. The circle within the square represents eternal life and 
the soul. Together, they teach balancing earthly concerns with spiritual ones, promoting moral integrity. 


E: How does this relate to the Third Temple in mystical teachings? 


D: In esoteric thought, the Third Temple symbolizes profound personal and 
collective transformation. Figures like JJ Van Rijckenborgh saw it as 
representing spiritual enlightenment, while Martinus Thomsen envisioned 
it as a symbol of humanity's evolution towards a higher consciousness. 


E: So, it's about inner spiritual growth? 


D: Exactly! It's about the union of dualities within us, like the masculine and 
feminine principles (Sol-o-Mon, meaning union of Sun and Moon), leading 


to a more enlightened and balanced existence. The Third Temple, in this 
sense, is a metaphor for a transformed society and individual, reaching a higher state of understanding and living. 


The “Ubermensch” 


E: But can't the ideas of rebuilding "Man" as the third temple be skewed into more literal translations? Like creating 
the " Ubermensch," the perfect human through outer means, rather than inner transformation? I'm thinking of the 
eradication of gender in modern culture and the rise of transhumanist ideas. What can you tell me about that? 


D: Well, that's an even deeper topic. The eradication of gender and the rise of transhumanism can indeed be seen as 
a literal interpretation of creating a 'perfect' human. This ties into various movements like satanism, luciferianism, 


and the evolution of feminism and LGBTQ¢ rights. But first let me clarify the concept of the Ubermensch. 


E: Ok, shoot! 
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D: "Ubermensch" is a concept introduced by the German 
philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche, particularly in his book "Also 
sprach Zarathustra". The term translates to "Overman" or 
"Superman" in English. Nietzsche uses the concept of the 
Ubermensch to describe an individual who has transcended the 
conventional moral values and limitations of humanity to create 
new values, embodying a higher form of existence and being. 


For Nietzsche, the Ubermensch is not a fixed ideal but rather a goal for humanity to strive towards. This figure 
represents the next step in human evolution, overcoming the "last man". 


E: And didn’t the Nazis use this concept as well? 


D: yes. The concept was later co-opted and misinterpreted by the Nazis to support their ideology of racial 
supremacy. Nietzsche himself was not a nationalist, nor did he advocate for the racist ideologies that the Nazis later 
espoused. 


Satanism, Feminism and 


Transhumanism 

E: So how can the idea of the Third Temple, as a 
"Perfect Man" be connected to Luciferianism, 
Satanism, and even Feminism? 


D: Well, it's a bit of a longshot — but bear with me. 
Per Faxneld, in his book "Satanic Feminism," explores 
the role of Satan in the emancipation of women. He 
talks about how Satan was used as a counter-myth 
to challenge the power structures of the 19th 
century. The idea was to use satanic imagery to 
question traditional roles imposed on women. 


E: What about the different waves of feminism? 


D: Right. First Wave Feminism focused on legal rights like suffrage. It 
was more about direct political action. Then came Second Wave 
Feminism, which addressed broader issues like sexuality and 
reproductive rights. And the Third Wave brought in individualism 
and diversity, moving away from earlier esoteric themes. 


E: And the Fourth Wave? 


D: The Fourth Wave, starting around 2012, is more about combating 
sexual harassment and using technology like social media (see 
#Metoo). It's focused on issues like body shaming and rape culture. 
Critics, though, say it might unintentionally glorify obesity or lean 


too much into identity politics. 


E: How does this relate to the idea of a genderless society? 
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D: Some believe feminism will lead to the dismantling of traditional gender roles, replaced by a spectrum of LGBTQ+ 
identities. Advances in reproductive tech could make traditional procreation obsolete. The idea is that humans might 
evolve beyond male and female genders entirely. 


E: And the link with transhumanism? 


D: Transhumanism and fourth wave feminism share themes of transcending boundaries. Transhumanism focuses on 
surpassing biological limits, which could include changing gender distinctions. It aligns with the feminist vision of a 
society free from gender-based discrimination. 


E: So, they could work together towards redefining societal norms? 


D: Exactly. While they focus on different aspects — feminism on social constructs of gender roles and transhumanism 
on biological limitations — they both challenge traditional norms. This synergy could redefine how we view gender 
and the human condition in the future. 


Fifth wave Feminism and Al 

E: So, how might a potential "fifth wave" of 
feminism lead to even more blurred boundaries 
between human and machine? 


D: Well, a fifth wave of feminism could really push 
the limits of what we understand about identity. It 
might expand to include not just a wider range of 
human gender identities but also how we integrate 
with technology, and perhaps even non-human 
entities like sentient Al. | don't think this is the kind 
of feminism Jesus had in mind when he defended 
women 2000 years ago. Quite the opposite actually, 
considering what is written in the book of 
Revelation, where humans are forced to worship an 
"image", which may very well be Al. 


E: What kind of issues could this fifth wave address? 


D: For one, it could delve deeper into the rights of 
transgender individuals, especially in areas like 
sports. The debate around transgender women in 
women’s sports, balancing inclusivity with 
competitive fairness, could be a key focus. 


E: What about beyond just human identities? 


D: That’s where it gets even more interesting. 
Imagine ‘Furries’, people who identify with animal 
personas, becoming part of this feminist discourse. 
It could challenge our traditional ideas of identity and self-expression. And then there’s the rise of cyborgs — people 
integrating technology into their bodies. This raises huge Es about identity, rights, and the human-technology 
relationship. 
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E: Sentient Al in feminism? That sounds like science fiction! 


D: It does, but it’s a real possibility! If we have sentient Al with self-awareness or emotional capacity, feminism might 
evolve to consider their rights too. It’s about exploring intersectionality not just among human identities but across 
different entities, like Al and cyborgs. 


E: What kind of ethical questions would this raise? 


D: Oh, tons! We’d be grappling with what personhood means, what rights should be afforded, and redefining what it 
means to be 'human' or 'female' in this new, fluid world. |t’s about understanding identity, rights, and social justice 
ona much broader and more complex scale. 


E: That sounds like it would have huge global implications. 


D: Absolutely. It would impact everything from societal structures and legal systems to cultural norms. We'd need to 
rethink and possibly create new ways of understanding identity and social justice. It’s a massive shift in how we 
perceive ourselves and others in society. 


Playing God 
E: So how does this relate to Biblical teachings, especially regarding 
the mixing of species? 


D: The Bible does address the concept of maintaining the 
distinctiveness of species. For example, in Leviticus 19:19 and 
Deuteronomy 22:9-11, there are clear directives against mixing 
different species of animals, crops, and even materials like cloth. 
These passages reflect a broader principle of respecting the order of 
creation. 


E: So, would the Bible be against the ideas of transhumanism? 


D: Many scholars argue that transhumanism, which often includes 
altering human DNA, directly contradicts the Biblical mandate to 
respect creation's integrity. Transhumanism's goal to transcend 
human limitations through technology can be seen as trying to alter 
what God has specifically designed, similar to the prohibitions against mixing species in the Bible." 


raking Evolution Inte 
Our Owerbiinds 


E: What about the argument that DNA is like the 'Book of Life’ the Creator wrote for each of us?" 

D: Exactly, Psalms 139:16 likens our unformed substance and the days ordained for us to a book written by God, 
which many religious people interpret as a metaphor for DNA. This perspective holds that altering DNA is akin to 
changing God's divine blueprint for us. The New Testament further supports this by treating our bodies as temples of 


the Holy Spirit, suggesting that altering our 'temple' could be problematic. 


E: Does changing our DNA mean we're defiling the temple of the Holy Spirit then? 
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D: That's one interpretation. 1 Corinthians 3:16-17 and 6:19 emphasize that our bodies are temples of the Holy 
Spirit and should not be defiled. From this viewpoint, altering our DNA could be seen as a form of defilement, 
altering the temple God designed. 


Satan and Feminism 
E: I'm curious about the connection between Satanism and 
Feminism, that you brought up earlier. What's that about? 


D: It's quite a historical journey. In the 18th and 19th centuries, 
Satan started being seen differently, especially in literary and 
artistic movements. Instead of just evil, he was depicted as a 
symbol of rebellion and freedom. 

E: Any notable works that reflect this? 


D: John Milton's "Paradise Lost" is a big one. It portrays Satan 
as a rebel against tyranny, almost a tragic hero. William Blake’s 
"The Marriage of Heaven and Hell" also presents Satan ina 
way that challenges traditional morals and religious norms. 


E: How does this tie in with early feminism? 


D: Early feminists and radicals embraced this imagery of Satan 
as a symbol of freedom, opposing oppressive structures. They 
used satanic imagery to critique social, religious, and political orders. Magazines like "Lucifer the Light-Bearer" even 
challenged Christian views on marriage and gender. 


E: What about the Christian tradition's view of Satan? 

D: In Christianity, Satan is usually seen as a fallen angel, symbolizing evil and temptation. He’s often depicted as 
deceiving humans, like in the Adam and Eve story. The names "Lucifer" and "Satan" have different origins, but they’ve 
become somewhat interchangeable. 


E: And Satan's role in Christian eschatology? 


D: He's often portrayed as an antagonist in the apocalyptic narrative, opposing God until his eventual defeat. Works 
Inferno" have really shaped the popular image of Satan and Hell. 


like "Paradise Lost" and Dante's 


E: What about Satanism in modern contexts? 


D: Modern Satanism varies. Some see Satan as a deity, but groups like the Church of Satan view him more as a 
symbol or allegorical figure, representing certain human traits. 


E: What kind of traits are we talking about? 


D: Well, Satan is seen as a symbol of personal autonomy and individual empowerment. This represents the belief in 
the importance of the individual's freedom and personal journey. 


E: Like greed and egoism? 
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D: Well, for satanists this is about embracing and accepting one's ego, rather than denying it. \t’s seen as a path to 
self-discovery and fulfillment. 


E: And challenging societal norms | guess, like in the case in feminism? 


D: Yes. Satan represents a questioning attitude towards established norms and beliefs, especially religious dogma. 
It's about encouraging critical thinking and challenging traditional authority. |n this context, it’s not just about 
acquiring material goods, but about focusing on the tangible, physical world rather than the spiritual or supernatural. 


Embracing human nature, including physical and sensual pleasures, is a key aspect. It’s about appreciating the 
earthly and sensual aspects of life. This involves pursuing one's own goals and desires in a way that’s rational and 
respects the freedom of others. It’s about finding a balance between self-advancement and social harmony. 


E: Is there a similar concept in Judaism and Islam? 


D: Yes, but they're quite different. In Judaism, Ha-Satan is more like a prosecutor in the divine court, testing people's 
righteousness. He's not an independent evil force but part of Yahweh's plan, like in the Book of Job. 


E: And in Islam? 


D: In Islam, Iblis becomes Shaytan after refusing to bow to Adam. His role is primarily as a tempter, encouraging 
humans to stray from Allah. But again, he can't force evil; he can only suggest and tempt. People have the free will to 
resist his influences. 


Thetan and Zetan 

E: So, if we were to connect Satan, fallen angels, and characters like 
Yahweh from the Old Testament, and then tie that into the theme of 
extraterrestrials, what would that look like? 


D: That's an interesting question. Let's start with the Grey Aliens, or 
"Zetans," believed to originate from the Zeta Reticuli star system. 
They’re often associated with malevolence or mystery, similar to how 
Satan is viewed in Abrahamic religions. 

E: How are the Greys depicted in this narrative? 

D: Greys are typically seen as manipulative beings, experimenting 
on humans or influencing human affairs. This is quite similar to 
Satan’s role as a tempter and deceiver. 


E: What about in Gnostic traditions? 


D: In Gnosticism, Archons are powerful beings who rule the material 


world and impede spiritual enlightenment. This concept mirrors 
Satan’s role as a ruler of the earthly domain and an obstacle to spiritual progress. 


E: Are there parallels between alien and demonic encounters? 
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D: Yes, some scholars suggest that ancient demonic or angelic encounters in 
religious texts could be interpreted as alien beings in modern times. Both 
narratives involve manipulation and control over humanity. 


E: So, there's a theme of control and manipulation in these stories? 

D: Exactly. Whether it’s Satan leading humans into temptation, Archons 
trapping souls, or Greys experimenting on humans, they’re seen as 
manipulative influences on human destiny. 

E: How do these ideas reflect our modern understanding? 

D: These connections show how we interpret unexplained phenomena, like UFO 


sightings, using ancient mythologies and religious beliefs. They often reflect our 
fears and curiosities about control, freedom, and the unknown. 


E: What about Scientology’s view? 


D: Scientology, founded by L. Ron Hubbard, also speaks about negative influences on humans. In Abrahamic 
traditions, Satan is the source of evil and temptation. In Scientology, Thetans are spiritual beings, but engrams in the 


reactive mind are seen as negative influences. 


E: Is there a spiritual battle in Scientology like in other 
religions? 


D: Yes, though it’s different. In Christianity, Judaism, and Islam, 
it’s a battle between good and evil, God and Satan. In 
Scientology, it’s more about individuals struggling against 
engrams that hinder spiritual progress. 


E: What are these “engrams”? I’ve never heard of that term 
before. 


D: In Scientology, “engrams" are defined as detailed mental 
images or impressions that are recorded by the reactive mind 
when an individual is unconscious or in a state of reduced 
consciousness, such as during moments of pain, emotional 
trauma, or unconsciousness. Engrams are considered to be the 
root cause of irrational behavior, fears, and psychosomatic 
illnesses, according to Scientology beliefs. The process of 
Dianetics, which is part of Scientology practices, aims to erase 
these engrams to improve mental health and well-being. 


E: And what about redemption in these beliefs? 
D: In Abrahamic religions, redemption comes through faith and 
repentance. In Scientology, it's achieved through “auditing,” 


which clears the reactive mind of engrams, helping the Thetan 
achieve a higher spiritual state. 
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There was an intergalactic alien ruler named 


XENU 


Xenu - Scientology belief: an alien leader 


of a galactic federation made up of 76 
planets, 75,000,000 years ago. The planets 
were overpopulated and his idea was to 
kidnap billions of people, put them on the 
planet Teegeeack (earth) around 
volcanoes and blow them up with hydrogen 
bombs. since each person had a theta 
(spirit) that could live outside of the body, 
he brainwashed them to stay here. Xenu 
was banished to a desert planet where he 
lives to this day 


The Promethean Myth and the Fall 


E: So, could you explain how the theme of Satanism might be 
tied to the biblical Tree of Life and the Promethean myth? 


D: Absolutely! The "Tree of Life" concept appears in various 
traditions. In Kabbalistic tradition, it's a symbol of the 
universe's structure and the path to enlightenment. The Tree 
has ten nodes (Sefirot), each with its own meaning, and serves 
as a Spiritual map. 


E: And in other cultures? 


D: In Celtic mythology, trees, like the oak, are sacred and 
connect the earthly with the divine. Norse mythology has 
Yggdrasil, an immense ash tree connecting the nine worlds, 
symbolizing the universe's interconnectedness. 


E: How about the Tree of Life in the Bible? 


D: In Genesis, it's in Eden alongside the Tree of Knowledge. It 
symbolizes immortality and divine wisdom. After Adam and 
Eve's fall, access to it is denied, representing the loss of eternal 
life and closeness to God. In Christianity, it’s often linked to 
Christ as the source of eternal life. Some also propose, as you know, that the Tree of Life really is representing a DNA- 
strand, and that it hints at some type of genetic manipulation, being done to proto-humans, eons ago. 


E: What’s the significance of the Fall? 


D: The Fall marks humanity's separation from God. Eating from the Tree of Knowledge resulted in expulsion from 
Eden. This symbolizes the loss of innocence, the start of mortality and suffering, and a spiritual distance from the 
divine. 


E: And the connection to Prometheus? 


D: Both the Prometheus myth and the Fall narrative involve seeking 
forbidden knowledge. Prometheus defied Zeus to bring fire to humanity, 
while Adam and Eve ate from the Tree of Knowledge. These acts 
represent rebellion against divine order and the pursuit of knowledge 
beyond set limits. 


E: What about the consequences? 


D: Both stories involve severe consequences. Prometheus is eternally 
punished by Zeus, and Adam and Eve are cast out of Eden. These 
symbolize the fallen state and challenges faced due to their quest for 
forbidden knowledge. 


E: Can you relate Prometheus to Lucifer? 
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D: Definitely. Both are figures of rebellion. Lucifer, often 
seen as the "fallen angel," rebelled against God. In 
some interpretations, he's a symbol of knowledge and 
enlightenment. Their stories are cautionary tales about 
challenging divine authority and represent a quest for 
freedom and autonomy. 


E: How does the story of the fallen angels in the Book of 
Enoch connect to themes like forbidden knowledge and 
transhumanism? 


D: In the Book of Enoch, fallen angels share forbidden 
knowledge with humanity. This mirrors other 
narratives where divine beings give advanced 
knowledge or technology to humans. The Book of 
Enoch, while not in the standard biblical canon, is 
influential in some traditions and talks about angels, the 
spiritual realm, and the end times. 


E: What kind of knowledge did these angels share? 


D: They taught skills like metallurgy, cosmetics, and herbalism. \t’s similar to how Lucifer or other fallen angels are 
depicted as enlightening humans. But there were consequences for gaining this forbidden knowledge, like judgment 
and punishment. 


E: How does this relate to eating the apple in the Garden of Eden? 


D: The story of Adam and Eve eating the apple symbolizes gaining knowledge to become like gods, ascending 
through technology. It's like transhumanism, which seeks human enhancement through technology, aiming for a 
post-human or God-like state. 


E: And the connection to modern technology? 


D: Think about how “The Matrix” and similar films use the concept of reality being controlled by technology. They 
play with the idea of code — bits and bytes — being the essence of a simulated world. It ties back to the biblical theme 
of seeking forbidden knowledge. You take a “byte” from the Apple (like in the logo for the tech-company) and your 
one step closer to physical immortality. 


The Tower of Babel and Icarus 
E: What about stories like the Tower of Babel and Icarus? 


D: The Tower of Babel symbolizes human ambition to reach the divine through our own means, like technology. But it 
warns of the consequences, like confusion and disunity. Icarus’s story warns against overreaching, where his wax 
wings melted as he flew too close to the sun. 


E: And the link to artificial intelligence? 


D: Some speculate that “the beast” in Revelation could symbolize advanced A./. becoming powerful and oppressive. 
It’s about the ethical dilemmas and existential Es raised by rapid technological advancement. 
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E: What about the "mark of the beast" and modern surveillance? 


D: The "mark of the beast" has been compared to biometric and identification technologies like microchips. There 
are concerns about privacy and autonomy with these technologies being used for surveillance. 


E: And worshiping "the image" in Revelation? 


D: That could symbolize our dependency on A.I. and technology, possibly leading to ethical or spiritual compromises. 
It’s a cautionary tale about placing too much trust or reverence in technological systems. 


The Beast System 

E: This brings to mind the idea of a 
“Beast System”, controlling everyone 
and everything on earth. Can you talk 
a bit about this? 


D: Yes. And this is of course 
connected to the idea of an “Anti- 
Christ’, opposing the rule of Jesus. 
Revelation 13:11-12 vividly describes 
the Antichrist's rise to power. The 
imagery portrays a beast rising from 
the earth, having the appearance of a 
gentle lamb but speaking with the 
venomous spirit of the dragon. This 
figurative language highlights the 
deceptive nature of the Antichrist. At 
first glance, the Antichrist may seem 
harmless, but the words that proceed from his mouth are filled with the spirit of the “evil one”. 


One of the ways the Antichrist will, supposedly, exert control is through the establishment of a one-world religion, a 
kind of earth-worship, similar to the “Green Agenda” rolled out by the UN. According to these ideas, the world will 
be deceived and, in some cases, compelled to worship the Antichrist as if he were a savior. This is why it is referred to 
as a “Beast System” which exerts total control, over all aspects of human life. 


E: And this is tied in to economy as well, in the shape of a One-World Monetary System? 


D: Yes. Additionally, the scriptures indicate that the Antichrist will establish a one-world monetary system. This 
system will exert its authority over people from all walks of life, irrespective of their social status or wealth. A mark 
on the right hand or forehead will be required for conducting any financial transactions. This mark will symbolize 
allegiance to the Antichrist's reign and submission to his authority. Its all connected to biometric identification, social 
credit scores etc. 


E: I've been hearing about biometric facial recognition and its implications. Can you tell me more about how this 
technology works? 


D: Certainly. Biometric facial recognition uses a near-infrared camera and a projector to cast an array of invisible 
dots, around 30,000 to 60,000, onto a person's face. The camera then captures how these dots are distorted by the 
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unique contours of the face, creating a precise depth map. 
TH i: CLO a) HER This map is used to identify unique facial features, making 
. it a secure method for unlocking devices like smartphones. 


E: That sounds quite advanced. But I've also heard 
concerns about privacy and surveillance. What are your 
thoughts? 


D: Indeed, there are significant concerns. Aman Jabbi, an 
engineer with extensive experience in camera 
technologies, has raised alarms about the potential misuse 
of such technologies in Smart Cities. He warns that digital 
IDs and facial recognition could lead to what he calls a 
‘Digital Dictatorship,' where every aspect of life is 
monitored and controlled. 


E: That really sounds like a “Beast System”. How does that 
relate to everyday technology? 


D: Jabbi suggests that the implementation of digital 
identities and facial recognition for accessing services could 


create a system where behavior is constantly monitored. 
This includes social credits systems, much like those seen in some smart cities in China, and could extend to 
controlling access to essential services based on one's compliance with various regulations. 


E: So, it's not just about unlocking your phone. It's about access to... everything? 


D: Exactly. Jabbi points out that in the near future, accessing anything from public transportation to groceries could 
require facial recognition verification linked to a digital ID. This system might evaluate your carbon footprint, health 
status (vaccine updates), or social score to determine your access rights. 


E: That sounds like it could have huge implications for personal freedom. 


D: Absolutely. Jabbi also discusses the concept of the ‘Internet of Things' (loT), where everyday objects are 
interconnected and constantly gathering data. While this can offer convenience and efficiency, it also raises serious 
privacy concerns and the potential for unprecedented levels of surveillance. 


E: What about the bigger picture? How does this 
tie into global initiatives? 


D: Jabbi connects these technologies to broader 
global initiatives like the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) and the Fourth 
Industrial Revolution (as proposed by the World 
Economic Forum/WEF)), suggesting that the 
push for sustainability might also lead to more 
controlled and surveilled societies. He warns of a 
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shift towards systems that prioritize 
sustainability over individual 
freedoms, using technology as a 
means to enforce compliance. 


E: Is there any resistance or 
countermeasures to this trend? 


D: Jabbi advocates for awareness 
and critical discussion about these 
technologies and their 
implementation. He stresses the 
importance of preserving individual 
freedoms and privacy in the face of 


rapidly advancing technology. The key, according to Jabbi, is to ensure that technological advancements serve 
humanity's best interests without compromising our fundamental rights. 


E: It seems like a delicate balance to strike. 


D: Indeed, it is. The challenge lies in leveraging technology to improve our lives while safeguarding privacy and 
freedom. \t's a conversation that needs to include technologists, policymakers, and the public to navigate the 
complexities of the digital age responsibly. 
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Chapter 16 
The Gnostics and the Archons 


Gnostic view of Jesus 
E: Who were the Gnostics, and what did they primarily believe? 


D: The Gnostics was most prominent in the early Christian era, influencing various sects and texts, but was deemed 
heretical by orthodox Christianity. Well, Gnosticism emphasizes esoteric knowledge (gnosis) as the path to spiritual 
enlightenment and salvation. It typically posits a dualistic universe, distinguishing between the material world, seen 
as flawed or evil, and a transcendent spiritual realm. 


E: Where they primarily located? 


D: The Gnostics lived primarily during the early Christian era, from the 2nd to the 4th centuries AD. They were spread 
across various regions of the Roman Empire, including the Near East, the Mediterranean, North Africa, and parts of 
what are now Italy and Greece. 


E: What is the Nag Hammadi Library, and how is it connected to Gnosticism? 


D: The Nag Hammadi Library is a collection of ancient texts discovered in 1945 near Nag Hammadi, Egypt. It consists 
of thirteen leather-bound papyrus codices containing over fifty texts, many of which are Gnostic. This discovery has 
been crucial in providing insights into Gnostic beliefs and practices, as it includes a variety of Gnostic gospels and 
spiritual texts that were previously unknown or considered lost. 


E: Are the Dead Sea Scrolls connected to Gnosticism? 


D: In a certain sense, yes. Seemingly the Dead Sea Scrolls, found in the Qumran Caves near the Dead Sea starting in 
1947, are primarily associated with the Jewish sect of the Essenes and contain texts of the Hebrew Bible, apocrypha, 
and sectarian writings. While they do not directly contain Gnostic texts, some scholars note parallels between the 
dualistic and esoteric elements in certain Dead Sea Scrolls and Gnostic literature. However, the Dead Sea Scrolls and 
the Nag Hammadi Library represent distinct religious traditions, with the former more closely tied to Jewish 
apocalypticism and the latter to Christian Gnosticism. 


E: How did the Gnostics view Jesus? Se a SC ge) | l S 


D: In Gnosticism, Jesus is seen as a 
divine messenger and the embodiment 
of a higher, more transcendent aspect 
of the divine. He's considered a revealer 
of hidden knowledge, or gnosis, 
representing the true, higher God. 


E: How do Gnostics view the God of the 
Old Testament? 
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D: They often see the God 
of the Hebrew Bible, 
Yahweh, as a lesser or 
even malevolent deity. 
He’s associated with the 
physical world and 
considered the creator of 
the flawed material realm. 
Gnostics sometimes refer 
to him as the "demiurge" 
or Yaldabaoth. 


E: Tell me more about this demiurge. 

D: The term "demiurge" is from Plato's philosophy and adapted by Gnosticism. They view the demiurge as an 
ignorant or arrogant deity who created the physical world, similar to highly advanced species creating simulated 
realities, but lacking understanding of the higher spiritual realms. 


E: And the demiurge's role regarding humanity? 


D: Gnostics believe this creator deity traps souls in the material world, holding humanity in spiritual bondage 
through an endless cycle of reincarnation. 


E: Is there a higher God in Gnosticism? 


D: Yes, Gnosticism posits a higher, transcendent, unknowable God, often called the "Pleroma." This God is associated 
with pure, spiritual, eternal reality. Gnostics aim to reconnect with this higher divinity through inner knowledge. 


E: What was Jesus’s role according to Gnostics? 


D: Jesus came as a divine messenger from the Pleroma to help individuals liberate their souls from the material 
world and the demiurge. He's seen as a guide or savior to transcend physical limitations. 


E: How do Gnostics view salvation? 


D: They see it as liberation from the material, illusory world, achieved through gnosis and understanding the divine 
hierarchy. It's a return to the higher God and an escape from the demiurge’s control. 


E: Did all Gnostics share these beliefs? 


D: Not exactly. Gnostic beliefs varied among sects, but the contrast between the transcendent Jesus and the flawed 
demiurge is a key theme in Gnostic thought, distinguishing it from mainstream Christian and Jewish beliefs. 


E: Can you name some of the Gnostic texts? 


D: Sure. Some of the notable Gnostic texts include The Gospels of Thomas, Philip, Mary Magdalene, and the Gospel 
of truth. Then there’s the Pistis Sophia, the Apocryphon of John and the Tripartite Tractate, for example. 
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The Archons 
E: What are "Archons" in Gnostic thought? 


D: In Gnosticism, Archons are malevolent entities associated with the material world. They are seen as wardens 
responsible for keeping human souls imprisoned in the physical realm, obstructing their return to the spiritual 
realm. 


E: How do they affect human souls? 


D: Archons create illusions and distractions, keeping souls preoccupied with the material world. They obstruct 
individuals from attaining gnosis, or spiritual knowledge, and recognizing their divine origin. On a societal level, the 
Archons might be thought of as contributing to systems that perpetuate inequality, materialism, and environmental 
neglect. 


E: What’s the goal in Gnosticism regarding the 
Archons? 


D: Gnosticism emphasizes transcending the 
influence of Archons and the Demiurge through 
spiritual knowledge. By understanding the true 
nature of the world and the divine spark within, 
one can seek liberation from their control and 
return to the transcendent realm of the true God. 


E: How does introspection play a role in this? 


D: Gnostics delve into their inner world to uncover 
the divine spark. This self-examination helps 
recognize their divine origin, which is akin to 
concepts like Sunyata or Ein Sof, symbolizing a 
formless, divine essence. 


E: Were prayer and meditation used by Gnostics? 
D: Likely so. These practices would have helped in 


cultivating deeper spiritual awareness and 
communion with the divine. 


E: And the role of moral transformation? 


D: Purification and inner virtue were crucial for liberation from the Archons and the material world. Ethical 
transformation was integral to Gnostic spirituality. 


E: What about John Lamb Lash’s interpretation of Archons? 


D: Lash views Archons as interdimensional, extraterrestrial entities that have influenced humanity. He links them with 
the Greys in UFO lore and suggests they feed on human emotions and energy, causing psychic disturbances. 


E: And his concept of the "Sophianic myth"? 
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D: Lash introduces Sophia as a central divine, feminine principle. 
He proposes that Earth (Gaia), embodied as Sophia, is battling 
against the Archons, with an emphasis on ecological and 
environmental themes. 


E: What about David Icke’s views? 


D: David Icke believes Archons are malevolent, interdimensional 


beings that control humanity from the astral realm. He views the 
Demiurge as a false creator who has trapped human souls in an illusory reality. 


E: And his theory about reptilian beings? 


D: Icke is known for his theory of shape-shifting reptilian extraterrestrials (The serpent/Dragon described in the 
Bible), which he claims are the Archons. He suggests they manipulate human society and governments. 


E: How does he view the physical world? 


D: Icke believes it’s a holographic illusion, a kind of technologically simulated reality, or “Virtual Reality”, created by 
Archons to keep humans in ignorance. Despite his dark view, he emphasizes human awakening and liberation from 
these forces. 


Energy Vampires 
E: What about energy vampires in various traditions? 


D: The concept appears across many cultures. In Buddhism, 
"hungry ghosts" crave emotions or energies. Islamic Jinn might 
feed off human emotions, and occult traditions talk about psychic 
parasites. Incubi and Succubi in folklore attack their victims at 
night, draining life energy. 


E: Any other examples? 


D: Celtic folklore believed fairies would drink blood if not appeased 
with water. The Alp in German lore causes nightmares and sucks 
blood. Lamashtu, a Mesopotamian demon, devours newborns. 
Indian Vetalas, |rish Dearg-Due vampires, Pishachas in Hindu 
beliefs, and soul eaters in Chinese and Hausa cultures also reflect 
this theme. 


E: What's common in these beliefs? 
D: Both Archons and energy vampires are associated with manipulation and deception, using subtle means to 


influence or control others for their own ends. Despite their differences, they share the theme of unseen entities 
interacting with humans parasitically or symbiotically, often focusing on extracting life force or energy. 
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The Flyers 


E: Can you tell me about Carlos Castaneda and his idea of 
the cosmic predators called “Flyers”? 


D: Carlos Castaneda was a Peruvian-American author 
known for his books about his apprenticeship with a Yaqui 
Indian sorcerer, Don Juan Matus. His first book, "The 
Teachings of Don Juan: A Yaqui Way of Knowledge," came 
out in 1968. He wrote several more books, claiming they 
were based on true events and fieldwork. 


E: Who was Don Juan Matus? 


; : D: According to Castaneda, Don Juan was a shaman from the Yaqui tribe in 
ENCOUNTERS »a Mexico. He's portrayed as imparting esoteric knowledge to Castaneda for 


WITH THE-NAGUAL achieving altered states of consciousness. The existence of Don Juan has 


been debated and questioned. 


The Flyers are described as cosmic predators that feed on human energy. 
Castaneda claimed these beings have influenced human evolution and keep 
humanity 'domesticated' for their purposes, controlling us through thoughts, 
beliefs, and the ego. 


E: How do the Flyers control humanity? 


D: They're said to manipulate human thoughts and emotions, fostering 
attachment to material and social constructs. This deep control shapes 
civilizations and identities, with the aim of maintaining and harvesting energy 
from humans. 


E: Can you give me a quote from "Encounters with the Nagual"? 
D: Sure. In wide strokes it says, “In exchange for our energy, the flyers have given us our mind, our attachments, 


and our ego... They are the masters of religion, the creators of history... They manage all our means of 
information, and our belief systems.” 


The Matrix 


E: How does Gnostic ideas relate to the sci-fi film "The Matrix"? 


D: "The Matrix" is often compared to Gnostic thought and Plato's Allegory of the Cave. |t portrays the physical world 
as an illusion, similar to Gnostic teachings of a false reality created by the Demiurge. 


E: What's Neo's journey in the film about? 


D: Neo's journey to "wake up" from the Matrix mirrors the Gnostic concept of gnosis. Like the Gnostic path to 
liberation, he seeks to escape the false reality and attain higher knowledge. 


E: Who or what are the Architect and machines in the film? 
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D: They parallel the Gnostic Demiurge. They 

maintain control over the illusory reality and 
manipulate human perception, similar to the 
Demiurge's role in Gnosticism. 


E: And Neo's choice to take the red pill? 


D: It’s like Plato's Allegory of the Cave, where 
enlightenment is a transformative process. 
Neo's enlightenment challenges his 
perception of reality. 


E: Can you elaborate on Plato's Allegory of 
the Cave? 


D: Sure. Plato's Allegory of the Cave is a 
thought experiment from his work "The 
Republic." |t describes prisoners who have 
been chained in a cave all their lives, facing a 
blank wall. Behind them is a fire, and 
between the prisoners and the fire, there is a 


walkway where puppeteers can walk. The puppeteers, who are behind the prisoners, hold up puppets that cast 
shadows on the wall of the cave. The prisoners believe these shadows are reality because it's all they've ever seen. 


E: How does this relate to Neo's experience? 
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D: In "The Matrix," Neo has been living in a simulated reality. 
Like the prisoners in the cave, his understanding of reality is 
based on a false premise. When he takes the red pill, it's akin to 
a prisoner being freed from the cave and seeing the world as it 
truly is — bright and overwhelming. 


E: What does the journey outside the cave represent? 


D: The journey outside the cave symbolizes the enlightenment 
process. The freed prisoner initially struggles with the new 
reality, just as Neo grapples with the truth about the Matrix. It’s 
a transformative process, where enlightenment involves 
understanding the deeper truths about reality. 


E: What happens when the freed prisoner goes back to the 
cave? 


D: When the freed prisoner returns to the cave and tries to 
explain the truth to the other prisoners, they don't believe him. 
This part of the allegory represents the challenges faced when 
trying to enlighten others who are still trapped in their own 
misconceptions. 
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E: How does this apply to Neo? 


D: Like the freed prisoner, Neo tries to help others in the Matrix realize the truth about their reality. This is difficult 
and met with resistance, as it challenges everything they believe to be true. Neo's journey, and the journey of the 
freed prisoner, both represent the struggle and transformation involved in seeking and spreading enlightenment. 


E: What about Morpheus's role? 


D: Morpheus is similar to Gnostic spiritual guides, aiding Neo in his quest for enlightenment. This mirrors the role of 
"aeons" in Gnosticism, guiding seekers toward gnosis. 


Neo modeled after Jesus? 
E: It seems to me that the character neo, in the movie The Matrix, is somewhat modeled after Jesus. Can you address 
that idea? 


D: Well, both Neo, in the movie, 
and Jesus can be seen as 
messianic figures. Neo is referred 
to as "The One" and is believed 
to be the savior of humanity 
within the Matrix. Similarly, 
Jesus is regarded as the Messiah 
and savior in Christian theology. 
In Gnostic thought, salvation ad 
often involves liberating 


Hi Yl am the way, the truth and 
mee the life,no man cometh unto 
the Father, but by me." 
John 14:6 


individuals from the illusion or 
ignorance of the transient 


material world. Neo's journey in 
"The Matrix" mirrors this concept, as he awakens to the reality of the simulated world and seeks to free others from 
it. Jesus, according to Christian beliefs, offers salvation and eternal life, transcending the limitations of the material 
world. 


Both Neo and Jesus are associated with the transmission of knowledge and enlightenment. Neo gains a deeper 
understanding of the Matrix, and his quest for knowledge parallels the Gnostic concept of gnosis, while Jesus is 
known for imparting spiritual teachings and wisdom to his followers. 


E: Do they both challenge established orders? 


D: Yes, Neo challenges the established order within the Matrix, represented by the machine overlords. Similarly, 
Jesus challenged the religious and social norms of his time, particularly the religious authorities and the Roman 
Empire. 


Neo's struggle against the deceptive powers of the Matrix can be compared to the Gnostic belief in resisting the 
influence of the Demiurge (a false deity) and the Archons (rulers of the material world). Jesus, too, is often seen as 
confronting the deceptive powers of sin and darkness. 


Both Neo and Jesus are associated with self-sacrifice for the greater good. Neo sacrifices himself to save humanity 
from the machines, and Jesus is believed to have sacrificed himself for the redemption of humanity's sins. 
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Jesus is often called the "Son of Man", while Neo's last name is Anderson, the son of Anders, a name from the Greek 
Andros, meaning "Man", thus Neo too is the son of man. Both Jesus and Neo are considered "the One", the savior of 
the human race, and Neo spelled backwards is "One". 


The Soul Trap and Loosh 


E: Can you explain the soul trap theory and its connection to non-physical entities feeding on human emotional 
energy? 


D: The soul trap theory, discussed by 
authors like Howdie Mickoski and 
David Icke, proposes that certain 
forces or entities in the universe 
control or manipulate human souls. 
This prevents souls from moving on 
after death and keeps them in a cycle 
of reincarnation or hinders their 
spiritual growth. 


E: How does this soul trapping 
supposedly work? 


D: These malevolent forces are believed to use advanced technology or metaphysical methods to intercept souls at 
death, manipulating them instead of allowing their progression to the afterlife. The soul is then kept within the cycle 
of reincarnation, controlled for spiritual development. 


E: How can individuals break free from this soul trap? 


D: The theory suggests that achieving higher awareness, enlightenment, or spiritual awakening allows individuals to 
transcend these controlling forces and escape the cycle. 


E: What about the advice to not go toward the light in near-death experiences? 


D: In NDEs, the light is often seen as a pathway for souls after death. However, the soul trap theory warns that this 
light might be a deceptive force leading to reincarnation or spiritual entrapment. The suggestion is to seek alternative 
paths or spiritual illumination to avoid manipulation. 


a oe E: Can you tell me about Robert Monroe and his 
ey concept of "loosh"? 


D: Robert Monroe, known for his work on out-of- 


body experiences, founded The Monroe Institute. 
He introduced the concept of "Ioosh," an energy 
harvested by non-physical beings from human 
emotional experiences*. Monroe claimed these 
entities fed on the energy emitted during intense 
human emotions. 


The Light Trap 
After Death 


(* See his book “Far Journeys”). 
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E: What was Monroe's personal experience with this concept? ROBERT A. MONROE 
D: Monroe encountered these entities during his out-of-body experiences. He Fae sOUEnErS 

described feeling downtrodden and depressed upon realizing that these entities 
harvest human emotional energy. 


E: What is The Monroe Institute's role? 


D: The Monroe Institute focuses on consciousness exploration, particularly 
OBEs and altered states. They use Hemi-Sync technology to help people explore 
consciousness. While some view it as pseudoscience, others see it as pioneering 
in consciousness research. Monroe's legacy continues to influence those 
interested in exploring consciousness beyond the physical body. 


Other Close Encounters 
E: Can you tell me about some other close encounters with extraterrestrials 
mirroring the ideas about the Archons? 


D: Certainly. Michel Desmarquet's 'Thiaoouba Prophecy’ details his alleged abduction and interactions with 
androgynous beings from Thiaoouba, an advanced planet. These beings shared insights on spirituality and Earth's 
challenges, suggesting a higher level of enlightenment. According to his accounts, he was taken to what he referred 
to as the "ninth planet" or the "golden planet" by these beings. 


E: What's unique about the beings from Thiaoouba? 


* D: Desmarquet describes them as tall, graceful, with elongated heads 


AB D ) CT] @) N ™ and blue, almond-shaped eyes. Their society is depicted as highly 


spiritual and evolved, offering a perspective on how humanity might 
TO TH E address its environmental and societal issues. Their hair was long and 


9th PLANET 


blond, and they radiated an inner light. They were said to wear flowing 
white robes that emitted a radiant luminescence. This clothing seemed 
to blend seamlessly with their bodies. 


A true report by the AGP Who Was 


PHYS |C Cra E: Did Desmarquet relate his experiences to any known concepts or 


to another planet 


names? 


D: Yes, he connected the name 'Thiaoouba' to 'Yaouha,' similar to 
Yahweh from the Old Testament. This suggests a potential link between 
his extraterrestrial encounters and spiritual figures from Earth's history. 


\ } E: Are there other cases where people claim to have had contact with 
! 4 . ™ extraterrestrials? 


D: Billy Meier is another example. He claims to have begun his contact with extraterrestrial beings, specifically those 
from the Pleiades, in the late 1970s. He alleges that he had face-to-face encounters with Pleiadian beings, including a 
woman named Semjase, who served as his primary contact. 


One of the most notable aspects of Meier's claims is the collection of photographs he provided as evidence of his 
encounters. These photographs depict alleged Pleiadian spacecraft and their occupants. Some of these images have 
been widely circulated and scrutinized. 
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Meier's contacts with Pleiadian beings reportedly involved receiving 
messages, prophecies, and teachings. These messages cover various 
topics, including spirituality, the environment, and future global 
events. 


He has a dedicated following of supporters who believe in the 
authenticity of his experiences and the messages he has received. 
Some groups have formed around his teachings and have worked to 
disseminate his message. 


There are theories that Semjase, the extraterrestrial entity that Billy 
Meier claimed to have encountered, is the same as Samyaza, the 
leader the fallen angels, called “Watchers,” mentioned in the Book 
of Enoch. 

E: Any other interesting cases? 


D: Well, Jim Sparks' experiences with reptilian beings, as detailed in 
'The Keepers,' stand out. Unlike typical abduction stories, Sparks 
received warnings about Earth's environment from these beings, 
hinting at their interest in human survival. 


E: Fascinating! Tell me more about Jim Sparks' story. 


D: Sure! Born Vincent Sparacino on November 15, 1954, into an 
Italian family, Jim Sparks spent his early years in Southern Florida 
before relocating to Texas and later settling in North Carolina as a 
landowner. His life took an unexpected turn in 1988, at the age of 
34, when he encountered alien beings for the first time. 


Describing the experience, he talks about being awakened by a 
whirling sound and experiencing an intense paralysis, a 
phenomenon reported by other abductees as well. 


Sparks vividly recalls being physically pulled from his bed, a 
sensation he describes as being pulled 'the hard way', and finding 
himself aboard an alien craft. This experience, which involved time 
travel, invisibility, and manipulation of gravity, marked the 
beginning of his unique encounters. 


Linda Moulton Howe 


A significant event in Sparks' journey occurred in May 1995, involving reptilian humanoids. He describes being taken 
to an abandoned amusement park and, despite being paralyzed and blacked out during the transportation, he recalls 
the experience as enjoyable and fear-free. 


E: How did these beings communicate with him? 


D: During this encounter, Sparks was surrounded by towering humanoid creatures, one of whom communicated with 
him telepathically. This reptilian alien, whose face was masked with a human-like hologram, revealed their 
longstanding contact with earthly governments and expressed disappointment over broken agreements related to 
environmental conservation. 
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E: What about the warnings about 
Earth's environment? 


D: Well, the aliens emphasized the 
dire state of Earth's environment and 
offered advanced technologies for 
sustainable energy and food 
production. However, according to 
them, these solutions were ignored 
by human governments, who 
perceived them as security threats. 
E: Did he get to see their real faces, 
behind the holographic screens? 


D: Yes. Sparks, urged by curiosity, 
asked to see the aliens' true form. 
They obliged, revealing their reptoid 
appearance, characterized by 
muscular bodies, snake-like heads, and diamond-shaped eyes with red pupils. This encounter led Sparks to believe 


that the reptoids' interest in human survival was driven by their own needs, as the chaos in human civilization posed 
a threat to their endeavors. 


E: Did people really believe him when he started to share his experiences? 

D: Well, concerned about the repercussions of sharing his story, Sparks sought the assistance of renowned American 
journalist Linda Moulton Howe. His narrative, filled with vivid descriptions and alarming revelations, offers a unique 
perspective on the potential interactions between humans and extraterrestrial beings. 

E: How do these encounters fit into the broader narrative of human-extraterrestrial interaction? 

D: These encounters suggest a complex relationship between humans and extraterrestrials, ranging from spiritual 


guidance to environmental warnings. They also raise questions about the motives of extraterrestrial beings, whether 
benevolent, as with the Thiaooubans and Pleiadians, or more ambiguous, as with the reptilians Sparks encountered. 


A "good cop, bad cop" scenario 
E: Is there a theory that encompasses both benevolent and malevolent extraterrestrial intentions? 


D: Some propose a ‘good cop, bad cop' scenario, where different extraterrestrial groups may have a shared, hidden 
agenda. Benevolent beings could be offering assistance, while malevolent ones create challenges, manipulating 
humanity towards a common extraterrestrial goal. 


E: "What could be the ultimate goal of such interactions? 


D: The goal might range from guiding human evolution to controlling society through technology or spirituality. These 
interactions could be part of a long-term plan to influence humanity's development and perceptions of the cosmos. 


E: Can you elaborate on this theory? 
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D: I’d be happy to. In UFO-logy, races like the 
Nordics, Arcturians, and Pleiadians are often 
depicted as spiritually advanced and 
benevolent, supposedly aiding humanity's 
evolution. Conversely, Dracos/Reptilians and 
the Greys are frequently cast as having 
nefarious intentions, from manipulation to 


outright hostility towards humans. 7 
E: But both groups might share a long-term "4 


goal that transcends their apparent 
differences, such as controlling or 
experimenting on humanity for reasons 


aaa, Bad Cop, Good Cop? 


D: Exactly. Humanity's perception of good and 
evil races might be a manufactured narrative to distract or divide. 


~~ 
, 


One could describe the alien agenda as a "good cop, bad cop" scenario where, various E.T. groups, some perceived as 
benevolent (good cops) and others as malevolent (bad cops), are collaborating towards a shared, hidden agenda. 


E: So how is this supposedly playing out? 

D: Well, the benevolent E.T.s gain humanity's trust and cooperation, while the malevolent ones create fear and 
perceived threats. This dual approach manipulates human responses and emotions, steering humanity towards goals 
set by the E.T.s, which could range from control and manipulation to guiding human evolution or societal change, 
depending on the specifics of the speculative story. 

Does this tap into current societal concerns about over-reliance on technology? 

D: | would think so. Propose that a natural disaster like a pole shift or a solar flash incapacitates Earth's technology. 
The resulting chaos exposes how dependent humanity has become on technology, creating a power vacuum and a 


desperate plea for help. 


E: And parallel to this, they could have subtly guided technological development to ensure human dependency, 
making the eventual tech collapse more impactful? 


D: Yes. Over centuries, both groups could have influenced human mythology and spiritual beliefs, setting the stage 
for their eventual revelation. 


E: So what could possibly disrupt the social, economic and technological order? 


D: An event like a pole shift or solar flare could act as acts as a catalyst, and in the absence of technology, societal 
structures would collapse, leading to widespread panic and disorder. 


E: And what would happen then? 


D: Well, the ‘benevolent’ E.T.s would then step forward, offering help. This could be part of the pre-arranged plan 
where they gain the trust and dependency of humanity. 
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Over decades, the E.T. groups could have 
incrementally introduced the concept of 
UFOs and extraterrestrial life to the 
public. This might have been achieved 
through staged sightings, deliberate 
leaks of information, or influencing 
individuals to spread specific narratives. 


E: Making people hooked on the 
fascination? 


D: Yes. By carefully managing these 
encounters and information, they might 
aim to cultivate a sense of mystery and 
fascination, gradually building trust in the concept of benevolent extraterrestrial beings. 

E: What about influence on age old religions? 


D: They could also have influenced interpretations of religious texts to include ideas of a ‘rapture’ or salvation by 
extraterrestrials, subtly aligning religious expectations with their planned revelation. Propagating doomsday 
scenarios that emphasize extraterrestrial salvation could be another strategy to create a mindset where humans 
would turn to E.T.s in times of crisis. 


E: So people could be fed the idea that the “Elohim” are good, and that 
these beings have our best interest at heart, and that we should 
intermingle with them again, as described in Genesis 6:4? 


D: Yes. Through channelings, like those purported by Daryl Anka's 
Bashar and other similar sources, the idea of a human-grey hybrid race 
could be popularized. This could serve to familiarize humanity with the 
concept and reduce potential resistance or fear. Using media and popular 
culture to introduce and normalize the idea of hybrids could be part of 
this strategy, making the eventual introduction of such beings less 
shocking. 


E: And this would then tie in to the satanic transhumanist agenda? 


D: Yes, | would say so. The introduction of hybrid beings could challenge 
humanity's understanding of itself, propelling forward the 
transhumanist agenda as a response or a competitive necessity. This 
might lead to increased efforts in genetic engineering and 
biotechnological enhancements, seen as essential for keeping pace with 
the hybrids or for reaching the next stage of human evolution. 


E: And this would then lead to the inevitability of a “Post Human” 
society? 


The 'post-human' could refer to a state where humanity has evolved or 
been altered to such an extent that it is no longer recognizable by 
current standards. Concepts like enhanced intelligence, lifespan 
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extension, or augmented physical abilities, which might have been controversial, could become normalized in the 
context of keeping up with hybrid capabilities. 


E: Seems like the biblical ideas of life extension through the “Tree of Life” are coming to life? 


D: Yes. Advanced technologies like Al, cybernetics, and mind-uploading could be integrated into human biology, 
possibly influenced, or accelerated by the technology introduced by extraterrestrials or developed in response to the 
hybrid challenge. This could lead to a new form of life that blurs the line between biological and artificial, human, and 
extraterrestrial. 


The Corruption of Flesh 
E: It reminds me of this quote from Matt 24:37-38, m \\ ett 
illustrating that humanity might face impending doom, if we f IN IMNY ~ || ] 


Kl A) 


Yi) 
continue going down this route: WUUUR RY DMA ee CUE ey DOR 
“For just as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of * BRET LD; 


the Son of Man. For in those days before the flood, they were 
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until 
the day Noah entered the ark. And they did not understand 
until the flood came and swept them all away.” 


D: Yes, Omnicide is a dramatic move, on that we can all 
agree. But what causes the Creator to grow violently 
disgusted with the creatures that had just recently been 
praised as “good” and blessed with fertility? 


E: Hybridization? 


D: Yes. According to JTS Provost and Bible Professor Alan 
Cooper, and interpretations from ancient Rabbis, it was the 
interspecies breeding, specifically between human women 
and divine beings, that angered the Creator. This act 
violated the natural order. Noah was spared because of his feasoes by BS tos ren oe 
pure genealogy, being ‘perfect in his generations,’ which 
meant his lineage was free from such mixing. 


Setase, sr Kamtoen Menten and Sonay Wichols 


E: How do ancient texts elaborate on this idea? 


D: The ancient Rabbis, as noted in Midrash Tanhuma and other texts, also believed that crossbreeding among 
species was a significant transgression that provoked God to start anew. They pointed out that the flood narrative's 
emphasis on bringing animals into the ark ‘according to their families' was a divine attempt to restore the original 
order, where each species was separate and distinct. 


E: Does the Talmud mention this issue as well? 
D: Yes, in the Talmud, particularly in Sanhedrin 108a, Rabbi Yohanan teaches that before the flood, there was 
widespread mating across species and even genera, including humans engaging in relations with 'everyone.' This 


chaotic mingling is referred to as the ‘corruption of all flesh' and is cited as the reason for the Creator's decision to 
obliterate life on Earth. 
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E: So, the Bible places importance on species differentiation? 


D: Absolutely. The orderly manner in which animals were brought into Noah's ark, two by two, underscores the 
Bible's emphasis on maintaining species integrity. This principle appears to be of paramount importance to the 
Creator, suggesting that the preservation of distinct species was a key aspect of the divine vision for creation. 


E: What can we learn from this interpretation? 


D: This theory underscores the importance of respecting natural boundaries and the inherent order within creation. 
It suggests that the divine discontent leading to the flood was rooted in the disruption of these boundaries, 
highlighting a fundamental respect for the integrity of all living beings as they were originally created. 


E: You said that Gnostics believe that this material world is flawed or corrupt, a sharp contrast to the perfect spiritual 
realm, and that the Demiurge's creation is seen as a mistake or an act of ignorance, trapping the divine spark within 
humans in a physical existence. How does the biblical 'corruption of flesh' narrative fit into this concept? 


D: The 'corruption of flesh' mentioned in Genesis, leading to the Great Flood, can be seen as a metaphor for the 
inherent flaws and susceptibility to sin within the material world created by the Demiurge. This corruption reflects 
the degradation of the divine image in humanity, necessitating a divine intervention to 'reset' creation and start 
anew with a purified lineage, as exemplified by Noah. 


E: Can we then say that the Flood was a response to the corruption introduced by the Demiurge's creation? 


D: Hypothetically, yes. If we view the Flood through a Gnostic lens, it can be interpreted as the real ethereal God's 
attempt to correct the mistakes of the Demiurge/Yahweh by purging the corruption that had infiltrated flesh and the 
material world. This act serves to reaffirm the distinction between the flawed material creation and the purity of the 
spiritual realm, emphasizing the need for spiritual awakening to transcend the Demiurge's influence. 


Alien Abductions 


E: What do alien abduction theories generally entail? 


D: Alien abduction theories typically involve experiencers 
reporting that they were taken against their will by non-human 
entities, often described as 'Greys.' These experiences usually 
include being subjected to medical examinations, procedures, 
and experiments by these entities. 


E: Who are some key figures in the study of alien abductions? 
D: Budd Hopkins, John Mack, and Whitley Strieber are 
prominent figures who have significantly contributed to the 
exploration and documentation of alien abduction experiences, 


helping to establish it as a notable subject within ufology. 


E: How do abductees recall their encounters? 
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D: Many abductees claim that their memories of 
these encounters are initially suppressed or 
hidden in their subconscious, often resurfacing 
through hypnotherapy or other means. 


E: Is there a specific purpose behind these 
abductions? 


D: Some theories suggest, like we’ve already 
touched upon, that the abductions are part of a 
hybridization program conducted by 
extraterrestrials, aiming to combine human and 
alien genetics to create hybrid offspring. This is 
believed to be an effort by the aliens to study and 
possibly enhance their own species. 


illustration by 
Jeff Drew 


E: What procedures are reported by abductees 
during these encounters? 


D: Abductees often report undergoing reproductive procedures, such as sperm or egg extraction, artificial 
insemination, and pregnancy monitoring, which are thought to be linked to the hybridization program. 


E: What impact do these abduction experiences have on the individuals? 

D: The experiences often lead to profound psychological and emotional effects, including trauma, post-traumatic 
stress disorder (PTSD), and feelings of isolation or being 'chosen.' These impacts highlight the deeply unsettling 
nature of the encounters. 


E: Do these experiences have any spiritual or metaphysical implications? 


D: Yes, some experiencers describe spiritual or metaphysical aspects to their encounters, suggesting that the beings 
may be conveying messages or lessons related to human spirituality and consciousness. 


E: Are alien abductions usually isolated incidents? 


D: Many abductees report multiple experiences throughout their lives, indicating ongoing interactions with these 
entities rather than isolated incidents. 


Nazi UFOs and Theosophy 


E: What triggered the contemporary interest in UFOs? 
D: It basically began with Kenneth Arnold's sighting on June 24, 1947, of ten shining discs over the Cascade 
Mountains. Misquoted as seeing ‘flying saucers,’ Arnold's experience sparked widespread media interest and 


popularized UFO sightings. 


E: How did the interest in UFOs grow after Arnold's sighting? 
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D: Following Arnold's sighting, there was a massive surge in 


interest, highlighted by a Gallup poll indicating that nine out of COMING ss bathe | . 
ten Americans had heard about the saucers by August 1947. By IR 
the end of that year, 850 UFO sightings had been reported in . SAUCER 
America alone. N 
E: Why has the interest in UFOs been particularly strong since a 
the 1950s? fa : 
et ~ ey “ , 
D: Several factors contribute to the sustained interest in UFOs f 2 
since the 1950s, including the role of media, Cold War tensions 
creating a sense of insecurity, technological advances, and . al OF 
religious decline. This period saw people looking beyond Earth ‘ —_ 


for salvation, influenced by messages from supposedly 4 


advanced, benevolent extraterrestrial beings. 


i 
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E: How has the Theosophical tradition influenced the history of 
UFO religion? 


D: The Theosophical tradition, with its speculation about K ENNETH ARNOLD 
extraterrestrial civilizations and ascended masters like the & RAY PALMER 
Venusian ‘Lords of the Flame,’ has been significant in shaping ~ 
UFO religion. Figures within this tradition, such as George Adamski and George King, have dominated UFO religion, 
portraying extraterrestrials as spiritually advanced beings. 


E: How did early perceptions of extraterrestrials as messianic figures evolve? 


| D: Initially, extraterrestrials were seen as benevolent, messianic 
; figures, akin to a ‘space savior.’ This view, rooted in Theosophy 


and the concept of ascended masters, emphasized 
extraterrestrials’ spiritual and intellectual superiority and their 
salvific intervention on Earth. 


E: Didn't the Nazis also have connections to Theosophy? 


D: Yes, this is described in detail in the book ‘Nazis and the 
Occult' by Paul Roland. 


E: What is the focus of this book? 


D: Paul Roland's book delves into the significant role that the 
occult played in Adolf Hitler's regime, exploring how Hitler and 
high-ranking Nazis engaged in activities related to spirits, 
astrology, ancient relics, seances, and the paranormal. 


E: How did the Third Reich connect with arcane influences? 


THE DARK FORCES UNLEASHED BY 
THE THIRD REICH 


Paul Roland 
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D: Well, this is mainly illustrated through 
their fascination with symbols of arcane 
power like the Holy Grail and the Spear of 
Destiny, and their connections to the Vril 
society and the Thule Society. 


E: What was the Vril Society? 


D: The Vril Society was a purported secret 
society in pre-Nazi Germany, associated 
with theosophical and occult movements. 
It was inspired by the idea of an ancient 
energy source called 'Vril,' believed to 
empower those who harnessed it. 


E: Did they engage in esoteric practices? 


D: Yes, they definitely engaged in occult practices, including spiritism and 
attempts to contact the dead, reflecting the broader interest in the occult 
in early 20th-century Germany. 


E: Who was Maria Orsic, and how is she related to the Vril Society? 


D: Maria Orsic is sometimes described as a medium who claimed to have 


received communications from extraterrestrial entities. These ma = vine 
are : aunt : ——— 
communications were allegedly connected to the Vril Society's interest in Fo rn 
Ae : = 
otherworldly technologies and energies. — 


Beschriftung aul dem Foto entflerat, 


E: What can you tell me about the Thule Society? 


D: The Thule Society was a real historical organization founded in Germany 
after World War I. It was an occultist and nationalist group that influenced 
the early growth of the Nazi movement, holding meetings, conducting 


rituals, and publishing esoteric and nationalist literature. German Haunebll i ieee 


E: Was the Thule Society directly connected to the Nazi Party? 


D: While not a direct predecessor, the Thule Society provided a forum 
where ideas later integral to Nazi ideology were developed and spread, 
such as anti-Semitism and Germanic mysticism. 


E: Did Paul Roland explore the psychological and ideological foundations of 
the Nazi leadership? 


D: Yes, Roland investigates the theories that influenced Nazi ideologues 
and traces how Adolf Hitler became consumed by notions of Aryan 
superiority, offering insights into Hitler's obsession with the occult. 


Roland's exploration is quite comprehensive, drawing on secret Nazi 


Beoees fume 2S. o3 od 
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documents and personal diaries to present a detailed picture of the Third 
Reich's engagement with occult practices and symbols of arcane power. 


E: What can you say about the rumors that the Nazis had UFO technologies? 


D: This topic is outlined, in detail, in the documentary ‘Nazi UFOs: How They 
Fly - Exposing the German Tesla Anti-Gravity & Free Energy Program’. 


E: Tell me more. 


D: The documentary, featuring an interview with William R. Lyne, delves 

into suppressed science and government conspiracies, focusing on the idea 
that the Nazis may have developed UFO technologies based on Nikola 

ts Tesla's work on Free Energy devices. 


E: What kind of technology did Nikola Tesla supposedly contribute to this 
program? 


D: Tesla pioneered the concept of generating more energy than is 
expended, which Lyne suggests could have led to the creation of devices 
powering manmade flying saucers with extraordinary capabilities. 


E: Did Tesla offer his technology to anyone before it was acquired by Nazi 
Germany? 


D: Yes, Tesla reportedly offered his experimental technology to the U.S. government, which rejected it. The 
documentary explores how this technology was then acquired by Nazi Germany and used by scientists like Werner 
Von Braun to develop saucer-shaped aircraft. 

E: Why has this technology remained secret after World War II? 

D: Lyne proposes that the secrecy surrounding Tesla's technology post-World War II was to protect economic 
interests related to fossil fuel dependency. This involved a disinformation campaign suggesting the technology was of 
extraterrestrial origin. 


E: Does the documentary provide details on how Nazi UFO technology worked? 


D: It covers the technical workings of the claimed technology, including hidden Free Energy devices and a compass 
system used by pilots of the Nazi flying saucers. 


E: What perspective does the documentary offer on the flying saucer phenomenon? 


D: The documentary presents a unique perspective, linking the origins of the flying saucer phenomenon to Nikola 
Tesla's inventions and advancements in Nazi scientific research, rather than to extraterrestrial sources. 


E: Did Nazis flee to South America after the war as some people speculate?" 
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D: Yes, several Nazi officials and 
collaborators found refuge in South 
America after the war, with countries like 
Argentina, Paraguay, and Brazil being 
popular destinations. Notable Nazis who 
fled there include Adolf Eichmann, captured 
in Argentina, and Josef Mengele, who also 


found refuge in South —_ | ) raADERT| jam 
E: How were these escapes facilitated? Qh NAZI STIENTISTS IN Us 


D: These escapes were often facilitated by 
networks known as 'ratlines,' supported by various individuals and organizations, including some with ties to the 
Catholic Church. These networks helped ex-Nazis obtain false identities and travel documents. 


E: What about the rumors that Hitler escaped to South America? 


D: While it is true that some Nazis escaped to South America, the claim that Hitler was among them is not supported 
by mainstream historical evidence. The widely accepted account is that Hitler died by suicide in his bunker in 1945. 
However, some theorists say he actually fled to Argentina with his wife Eva Braun and lived out his final days in the 
Andes on the shores of Lake Nahuel Huapi. His secluded mansion was apparently for sale on the market, in 2011, for 
a little more than $28 million (laughs). 


E: Can you tell me about Operation Paperclip? 


D: Operation Paperclip was a secret program by the United States to recruit 1600 scientists from Nazi Germany after 
World War Il, particularly those skilled in rocketry and aerospace, to leverage their expertise during the Cold War. 
Wernher von Braun is a notable figure who was brought to the U.S. through this program." 


E: And what was Project Highjump? 


D: Project Highjump, initiated in 1946, was a U.S. Naval operation in Antarctica aimed at establishing the American 
Antarctic Research Base and conducting scientific and military exercises. Though officially a scientific mission, it has 
sparked various theories about its true purpose. 


E: Who was Admiral Byrd? « 


D: Admiral Richard E. Byrd was a 
pioneering polar explorer and naval 
officer who led the 1946-1947 
Operation Highjump expedition to 
Antarctica. The operation was one of 
the largest expeditions to the 
continent and included a substantial 
naval force and about 4,700 men. 


E: What were the official objectives 
of this mission? 


D: Well, the official objectives were to train personnel, test equipment in frigid conditions, extend U.S. sovereignty in 
Antarctica, establish and maintain bases, and develop techniques for airbases on ice. However, its size and military 
nature have fueled various speculative theories." 


E: Are there any connections between Project Paperclip and Project Highjump? 
D: Speculative narratives sometimes link the expertise of German scientists from Project Paperclip to secret military 


projects, including those in Antarctica. These theories involve hidden Nazi bases, UFO encounters, or secret 
weapons technology, but they remain speculative without mainstream historical evidence. 


Tartaria and Cyclical Catastrophes THE CHILLING TRUTH ABOUT EXTRATERRESTRIAL INFILTRATION 
AND THE. CONSPIRACY TO KEEP HUMANKIND IN CHAINS 


E: So how are we going to stitch all this together - Gnostics, Aliens, 
energy vampires and occult practices? 


D: | think that William Bramley's book 'The Gods of Eden' might sum 
this up rather well. 


E: So what's the main premise of 'The Gods of Eden'? 


D: Bramley suggests that extraterrestrial beings have influenced 
human history for millions of years, promoting violence and chaos to 
control and suppress humanity, not unlike what we already touched 
on in previous discussions. He posits that these beings influenced the 
creation of religions and belief systems to maintain control over 
human societies, citing accounts of angelic or godlike beings in 
religious texts as evidence. 


E: What role do extraterrestrials play in human conflicts, according to 
the book? 


D: The book argues that extraterrestrial entities have encouraged 
human conflict and warfare throughout history, benefiting from the 
resulting suffering and destruction. 


E: Does Bramley mention any specific human groups under extraterrestrial influence? 

D: Yes, he contends that certain human bloodlines, including ruling elites and secret societies, are under the 
influence of these extraterrestrial forces to control governments and world affairs. He names fraternities such as The 
Knights Templar, the Freemasons, the Bavarian Illuminati, Skull and Bones and the Bilderberg group. It all ties into 
the theories of lost civilizations, such as Atlantis, Lemuria and Tartaria. 

E: What’s Tartaria? | haven’t heard about that before. 

D: The 'Tartaria' theories propose the existence of ancient, advanced civilizations lost to history, suggesting that 
catastrophic events have periodically reset human development and that knowledge of these civilizations has been 


suppressed." 


E: Fascinating! This seems to connect to the Flood Myths that we started off talking about. Please continue. 
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D: The "Tartaria" theories encompass a range 
of unconventional ideas that challenge is The Palace of Electricity 
mainstream historical narratives. Proponents ' and the Luminous Fountains 
of these theories argue that there were ‘ 
ancient, highly advanced civilizations 
predating the commonly accepted timelines 
of human history. These civilizations are often 
associated with the mythic Atlantis or 
Lemuria. 


E: Civilizations that were destroyed due to 
various cataclysms. 


D: Yes. One key element of these theories is 
the belief in cyclical catastrophes that 
periodically devastate human civilizations. 
Some proponents suggest that these 
catastrophic events, such as mud floods or 
cataclysms, led to the destruction of 
advanced societies, causing a "reset" of 
human development. 


WORLD EXPOSITION, PARIS, 1900 


E: And societies such as Lemuria supposedly 
had advanced technologies? 


D: Yes. These theories often suggest that advanced technologies or knowledge from these lost civilizations were 
deliberately concealed, leading to a suppression of human potential and understanding. Knowledge of free energy, 
advanced architecture, or lost sciences may be implied. 


E: So how can one find archaeological markers, which can provide clues about these fallen societies? 


D: Well, advocates of Tartarian theories often point to architectural anomalies, such as ornate and technologically 
advanced buildings in older cities, underground infrastructure, or structures like the so-called "mud flood" buildings 
as evidence of advanced civilizations predating the commonly accepted historical timeline. 


Some theorists claim that world fairs and exhibitions in the 19th and early 20th centuries showcased advanced 
technologies that shouldn't have been available at the time. They suggest that these exhibitions were displays of 
technologies inherited from these lost civilizations. 


A recurring theme is the idea that survivors of these past catastrophes relocated and established new civilizations, 
rebuilding with the remnants of the old advanced societies. These ideas often intersect with speculations about 
historical Tartarian or Tartary, a region in Eurasia, as a focal point of ancient civilization. 


E: But if there is any truth to these theories, then those in power have done a remarkable job of hiding the 
information from us. Wouldn’t you agree? 


D: You have a point. These theories often involve a reinterpretation of known historical events and figures to fit the 
narrative. For example, some proponents might suggest that famous historical figures were part of a conspiracy to 
suppress the true history of humanity. 
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Some investigators point to old maps, like the Piri Reis map or the Oronteus Finaeus map, as evidence of advanced 
knowledge of geography that goes beyond what mainstream historians accept. These maps are believed by some to 
show additional continents or land masses, often cited as proof of a more advanced, global civilization. 


E: So what types of technologies are said to have existed in the Tartar kingdoms? 
D: Some Tartarian theories claim that church spires were not merely architectural features but rather part of an 


advanced energy system. According to this interpretation, spires were used to harness and transmit free energy or 
other forms of advanced technology. 


Also Star forts, which are geometrically designed military fortifications featuring a star-shaped layout, are a common 
focus of these theories. Some suggest that these forts were built by advanced civilizations and served purposes 
beyond traditional defense, such as energy generation, communication, or even navigational points. 
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Astrotheology 
E: What is Astrotheology? 


D: Astrotheology is a term that refers to the study of the influence of celestial bodies on religion and spirituality. \t 
explores how ancient civilizations and cultures interpreted the movements and properties of the sun, moon, stars, 
and planets, and incorporated these celestial phenomena into their religious beliefs, myths, rituals, and practices. 


These theories suggests that many religious symbols, myths, deities, and stories may have originated from or been 
heavily influenced by humanity's observation of the heavens. 


E: So what is the connection between the celestial bodies and various deities? 


D: Well, here, celestial bodies are 
often seen as representations or 
symbols of divine beings or forces. 
For example, the sun is frequently 
associated with a supreme deity or 
a sun god in many cultures, 
representing life, power, and 
renewal. Similarly, the moon, stars, 
and planets have been associated 
with various gods, goddesses, and 
spiritual concepts, reflecting their 
importance in the religious and 
mythological frameworks of 
societies. 


E: | assume it was also connected to rituals, feasts and festivals of various kinds? 


D: Yes. Astrotheology very much examines how the alignment and movements of celestial bodies were used to 
determine sacred calendars, festivals, and rituals. Many religious structures, such as Stonehenge or the Pyramids of 
Giza, are believed to have astronomical alignments that mark significant solar or lunar events like solstices and 
equinoxes, which were important in the religious and agricultural calendars of those cultures. 


Overall, astrotheology provides insights into how our ancestors understood the universe and their place within it, 
and how this understanding influenced their spiritual and religious life. 


E: And how does astrotheology connect to the Bible? 
D: Astrotheology suggests that many biblical stories, symbols, and figures may have origins or references in 


astronomy. It proposes that celestial bodies and their movements serve as metaphors or allegories for spiritual 
teachings within the biblical texts. 
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E: How are celestial bodies used symbolically in the Bible? 


D: The Bible frequently references celestial bodies like the Sun, Moon, and stars symbolically. For example, Joseph's 
dream of the sun, moon, and eleven stars bowing to him represents his future authority over his family, with each 
celestial body symbolizing a family member. 


E: Are biblical festivals connected to astronomical events? 


D: Yes, many biblical festivals align with agricultural cycles and celestial events. Passover coincides with the spring 
equinox, marking the harvest season's start, while Sukkot is linked to the autumnal equinox, celebrating the harvest's 
end. 


E: Is there a consensus on these astrotheological interpretations?" 


D: Not really. These interpretations are subject to debate among scholars and theologians. While some appreciate 
exploring these perspectives for a deeper understanding of biblical texts, others emphasize the importance of the 
spiritual and historical context over astronomical speculation. 


E: Could astrotheological theories be considered a modern interpretation applied to biblical scriptures? 


D: Yes, some scholars view 
astrotheological theories as 
a modern overlay, where 
contemporary 
understandings of celestial 
phenomena are applied } \ 
retrospectively to ancient 
texts. This perspective sees 
astrotheology more as an 
interpretive framework 
seeking to find connections : ae 


that the origina! authors “The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the 
may not have intended. coming of the great and terrible day of the Lord.” 
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E: Do astrotheological interpretations reflect an evolution in how we understand religious texts? 

D: Indeed, as our knowledge of the cosmos has expanded, interpretations of religious texts, including the Bible, have 
also evolved. Astrotheological theories can be seen as part of this evolution, attempting to reconcile ancient spiritual 
documents with modern astronomical insights. 

E: Is there evidence that biblical texts borrowed from older astrotheological practices? 

D: There's substantial evidence to suggest that. The ancient cultures surrounding Israel, like the Babylonians and 
Egyptians, practiced astrotheology. It's likely that biblical authors, influenced by these neighboring cultures, 


incorporated astrotheological elements into their writings. 


E: Are there similarities between biblical stories and mythological themes from astrotheological cultures? 
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D: Yes, many mythological themes, such as creation stories and divine encounters, show similarities across cultures, 
including those practicing astrotheology, or archaeoastronomy*. \t's plausible that biblical texts were influenced by 
these shared themes, adapting them within their own religious framework. 

(* Archaeoastronomy is the study of how ancient civilizations understood and utilized celestial phenomena in their 
culture, architecture, and religious practices). 


E: What role does archaeoastronomy play in understanding biblical texts? 


D: Archaeoastronomy provides evidence that ancient societies, including those during the biblical era, meticulously 
observed celestial bodies for religious and calendrical purposes. This pre-existing interest in the heavens likely 
influenced the development of biblical texts. 


E: How significant is the symbolic use of celestial imagery in the Bible? 


D: The symbolic use of celestial imagery, such as references to the sun, moon, and stars, is significant. It might reflect 
an underlying influence from earlier societies' astrotheological practices, suggesting a deeper, possibly borrowed, 
interest in celestial phenomena. 


E: So, is the relationship between astrotheology and biblical scriptures straightforward? 


D: The relationship is complex and not strictly one-directional. It likely involves both later interpretative overlays and 
original influences from ancient astrotheological practices, reflecting the dynamic nature of how religious texts are 
understood and interpreted over time. 


The Three Kings and Orion's Belt 
E: What is the interpretation of the Three Kings or 
Magi in the New Testament in relation to celestial 
events? 


D: Well, Sirius, known as the "Dog Star" and the 
brightest star in the night sky, is significant in the story 
of the Magi because it is believed to have guided 
them to Jesus's manger. On December 24th, Sirius 
aligns with the three stars in Orion's Belt, sometimes 
referred to as the "Three Kings," creating a visually 
striking alignment noted by various cultures. 


E: So how are the three stars connected to the Biblical 
Magi? Can you clarify a bit? 


D: The idea that the three stars in Orion's Belt are 
known as the "Three Kings" connects them to the 
Biblical Magi who followed a star to find the newborn 


~e 


Jesus. The alignment of these stars with Sirius on *. . eh > Se 
December 24th and their apparent pointing towards Constellation The Great Pyramid 
the sunrise on December 25th is seen by some as a Orion's Belt of Giza 

celestial signifier of the “birth of Christ”. The three 
Great Pyramids of Giza are also aligned with the stars of Orion's Belt. 
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E: What is the relationship between the winter 
solstice and the story of Jesus's birth? 


D: The winter solstice, occurring around December 
21st, is celebrated in various cultures as the time 
when the sun is "reborn" after reaching its lowest 
point in the sky. The alignment of Sirius and the 
Three Kings pointing to the sunrise on December 
25th symbolizes this rebirth and is interpreted by 
some as a celestial signifier of Jesus's birth. 


E: How is the Virgin Mary associated with the 
constellation Virgo in these interpretations? 


D: The Virgin Mary is associated with the 
constellation Virgo, which means "virgin" in Latin 


ORION'S BELT 
m4 


and is depicted as a maiden holding a sheaf of wheat, symbolizing fertility and harvest. This association, along with 
the metaphorical interpretation of Bethlehem as the "House of Bread," links Mary and Jesus's birthplace to celestial 


imagery. 


Crucifixion of God's “SUN” 


E: What is the interpretation of Christ's crucifixion in 
relation to celestial events? 


D: The astrological and allegorical interpretation views 
Christ's crucifixion, death, and resurrection as symbolic 
of the sun's movement and celestial phenomena. This 
perspective connects the religious narrative with 
astronomical events, particularly the changes in 
daylight and the sun's path from the summer solstice 
to the winter solstice in the northern hemisphere, 
symbolizing the sun's (Jesus's) decreasing strength 
and eventual "death." 


E: How do the days change from the summer solstice 
to the winter solstice, and what does this symbolize? 


A: From the summer solstice to the winter solstice, 
days become shorter, and the sun appears to move 
southward in the sky in the northern hemisphere, 
symbolizing the decreasing strength and 
"diminishing" of the sun, paralleled to Jesus losing his 
strength in the narrative. 


E: What happens to the sun on December 22nd, and 
how is this interpreted in astrotheological terms? 


D: On December 22nd, the sun reaches its 
southernmost point in the sky, marking the winter 
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solstice, the shortest day and longest night of the year. This is often interpreted as the "death" of the Sun (Son) in 
astrotheological terms, symbolizing a moment of darkness and pause. 


E: Can you explain the phenomenon where the Sun "stops" for three days around the winter solstice? 
D: Around the winter solstice, the sun appears to "pause" in its southward movement for about three days 
(December 22nd, 23rd, and 24th), during which its path across the sky does not perceptibly change its southernmost 


position. This pause is seen as a significant period of stillness and anticipation before the sun's rebirth. 


E: How is the Southern Cross constellation associated with the sun during this period? 


D: During the sun's three-day pause around the winter solstice, it is traditionally said to be in or near the vicinity of 
the Southern Cross (Crux) constellation. This association has led to the interpretation of the sun as being "crucified" 
on the cross, adding a layer of symbolism to the narrative. 


E: What signifies the "resurrection" of the sun on December 25th? 

D: After the three-day pause (in the tomb), on December 25th, the sun begins to move northward again, marking 
what is seen as the "resurrection" of the sun (Son/Christ). This shift symbolizes the return of longer days, warmth, 
and the eventual arrival of spring, mirroring the resurrection story of Christ. 


E: How is the celebration of Easter related to these celestial events and their interpretation? 


D: The celebration of Easter, occurring after 


~ 
— 


the spring equinox, fits within this framework —— 

as the ultimate victory of the sun (light) over —— : 

darkness (death), with days becoming longer a 

than nights, leading into summer. The themes SPRING aa 

of resurrection and rebirth during Easter align Equal Day/Night Oe 

with the increasing dominance of sunlight and wi 
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The Sun's journey through the 


12 zodiac signs 

E: Tell me about the interpretation that the 12 
disciples of Jesus represent the 12 
constellations of the Zodiac, with Jesus 
symbolizing the sun. 


D: Well, in this interpretation, each of Jesus‘ 12 
disciples is seen as symbolizing one of the 12 
zodiac constellations. The zodiac, a band of 
the sky divided into 12 equal parts each with a 
designated constellation, has been significant 
in various cultures for interpreting celestial 
phenomena. 


Jesus is symbolically represented as the Sun 
(Son), around which the zodiac constellations 
(the disciples) revolve. This allegory suggests 
that the teachings of Jesus (the sun) illuminate 
the characteristics and lessons of each zodiac 
sign (the disciples). 


E: And how can the cross as a symbol be 
connected to this? 


D: The cross, particularly when depicted with a 
circle (often interpreted as a symbol of the 
sun), is seen in this context as combining a Christian symbol with ancient pagan sun worship. The corona or "crown 
of thorns" that Jesus wears during the crucifixion is allegorically linked to the rays of the sun. 


E: The crown as a symbol of royalty? 
D: Yes. The connection between sun symbolism and royalty is noted in the tradition of kings wearing gold crowns, 
symbolizing the sun's power, authority, and divine connection. 


E: Isn't the number 12, by the way, very common in the Bible? 


D: Yes. The number 12 appears frequently in the Bible, not just in the New Testament with the 12 disciples, but also 
in the Old Testament with the 12 tribes of Israel, the 12 brothers of Joseph, the 12 judges of Israel, and other 
references. This recurrence of the number 12 is interpreted as a symbolic reference to the 12 constellations of the 
zodiac. 


Also the story of Jesus in the temple at the age of 12 is seen in this framework as symbolizing his connection to the 
zodiac and the culmination of a cycle. 


E: So take me though the houses of the Zodiac. 


D: Ok, we'll take a trip together through the constellations. The narrative of Jesus, when examined from an 
astrological lens, surely presents a fascinating alignment with the sun's journey through the zodiac signs, starting in 
Capricorn around December 25th. 
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E: What’s the significance of that date? 


D: Well, this date marks the beginning of the sun's annual upward journey through the ecliptic, entering into 
Aquarius, the Water Bearer. This phase, symbolizing the rainy season, is crucial for the rejuvenation of the annual 
harvest cycle. In this celestial narrative, Jesus (symbolizing the Sun) meets John the Baptist (representing 
water/Aquarius) in the Church's interpretation. 


E: And then we enter Pisces? 


D: Yes. As the calendar shifts to February, the sun finds itself in Pisces, the sign of the fishes, a prime time for fishing 
following the rains. This period is less favorable for hunting and agriculture, making fishing a key source of 
sustenance. 


E: Is that why Jesus is often symbolized by a fish? 


D: Well, it’s more than that, but we can go into that later. However, the fish symbol, often associated with Jesus 
(Vesica Pisces), is echoed in his interactions with fishermen (The Fisher King), his fishing miracles, and the 
multiplication of fish. Following the meeting with John the Baptist, who then gets imprisoned, Jesus departs, a move 
that can be seen as an astronomical allegory. By sunset, the Aquarius constellation descends below the horizon. 


The sun's journey continues to Galilee, which metaphorically means "circuit" or a closed circular path, paralleling the 
sun's ecliptic path. In this phase, the sun (Jesus) enters Pisces, meeting Simon and Andrew, two fishermen. This is 
followed by Aries, the ram or the March lamb, another significant zodiac sign. 


Brilliant Hidden Zodiac Map In Leonardo Da Vinci's 


The Last Supper 
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E: So, one reason why Jesus is referred to as the "Lamb of God"? 


D: Yes. March heralds the birth of baby animals, including lambs, tying back to the depiction of Jesus as "The Lamb 
of God." This period also sees the growth of crops, lengthening days, and warming temperatures. The Christian 
celebration of Easter, coinciding with the Vernal Equinox, is a nod to the sun rising due east, with early morning 
Easter services symbolizing "he has risen." 
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E: And what’s the allegorical story during 
spring, and the summer months? Vi rgo — The Virgin 


D: Continually, April's sun passes through 
Taurus, the bull, a symbol often linked to 
Rome. In May, as the sun crosses the Milky US EVOF BRE AD 
Way, depicted as a celestial lake, the yx YF / 

narrative brings Jesus to a lake where he ; 
walks on water, his reflection symbolizing 
the act of walking on the celestial water. 


The sun's entry into Gemini, the twins, follows, paralleling the story of Jesus healing two demon-possessed men. By 
June, with the sun in Cancer (the crab), we reach the Summer Solstice, marking the year's longest day and the 
subsequent shortening of days. 


In July, the sun enters Leo, the lion, bringing the peak of summer heat. This phase of the Jesus narrative sees John 
(Aquarius) reemerging and his subsequent beheading. Astronomically, this aligns with Aquarius rising at sunset six 
months later, appearing beheaded by the horizon. 


E: And then its harvest time? 
D: Yes, then we see the sun's progression into Virgo, the virgin, marking the harvest season. Here, the celestial 
imagery of Virgo holding a grain of wheat parallels the Earth's fruitful yield. The joyous reception of Jesus in 


Jerusalem is an allegory for the sun entering Virgo. 


As the harvest concludes, the sun moves into Libra, the scales, symbolizing the time to sell the harvest. The narrative 
of Jesus driving money changers from the temple mirrors the end of the selling season. 


Autumn's arrival sees falling leaves and withering trees, reflected in the story of Jesus cursing the fig tree. This 
allegory ties to the sun causing the fall of leaves. 


E: And then its time for the last supper? 


D: Yes. The annual cycle reaches a climax with the 
Last Supper, Jesus surrounded by his 12 disciples, 
representing the 12 Zodiac months. This period, 
heralding feasts and celebrations, underscores the 
sun's life-giving role. 


As winter approaches, the narrative darkens. In 
October (Scorpio), the scorpion's sting symbolizes 
the sun's decline, mirrored in Jesus’ betrayal by 
Judas (Scorpio). The 30 pieces of silver represent 
the month's 30 days, symbolizing the moon's cycle. 


In the narrative's closing chapters, darkness prevails, represented by Herod. Jesus’ handover to Pontius Pilate 
(Sagittarius) marks the year's end, leading to his crucifixion and eventual resurrection. This cycle, mirroring the sun's 
lowest point on December 22nd and its resurgence on December 25th, symbolizes the sun's rebirth. 
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The cycle's renewal, akin to "Father Time," reflects the endless celestial journey. The Jesus story, beginning and 
ending in a cave, encapsulates the Zodiac's endless cycle. 


This narrative, echoing ancient civilizations' myths of dying and resurrecting gods, owes much to pre-Christian 
pagan traditions. These stories, rich in symbolic and spiritual meanings, have been adapted and transformed over 
time, offering deep insights into divinity and the celestial dance of life. 


Astrology in Biblical Art 


E: And can you give examples of art or depictions where Jesus is surrounded by the 12 zodiac signs? 


D: There are plenty of instances in Christian art and architecture where such symbolism can be observed. In fact, too 
many examples to go over, but | can mention a few to give you an idea: 


Church buildings 


Chartres Cathedral in France: This medieval cathedral 
is renowned for its stunning stained glass and 
sculptures. One of the notable features is the zodiac 
signs depicted on its portal and within its interior. The 
cathedral contains a window, sometimes referred to as 
the "Astrological Window," which includes the labors 
of the months and signs of the zodiac. 


The Church of Saint-Austremoine in Issoire, France: 
This church features a representation of the zodiac in 
its architectural decoration, which is a common theme 
in Romanesque art. The zodiac symbols are integrated 
into the church's capital sculptures, demonstrating the 
medieval fascination with the harmony between the 
heavens and earthly affairs. 


The Basilica of San Marco in Venice, Italy: The floor 
mosaics and artworks of San Marco Basilica include 
astrological motifs, including signs of the zodiac. 


The Baptistry of San Giovanni in Florence, Italy: The ceiling mosaics of this baptistry include images of John the 
Baptist, with zodiac symbols surrounding the scenes from his life, reflecting the integration of Christian and 
astronomical themes. 


IIluminated Manuscripts 


The Trés Riches Heures du Duc de Berry: Perhaps the most famous of all illuminated manuscripts, the Trés Riches 
Heures, created in the 15th century, includes an extraordinary calendar section. Each month is introduced by an 
elaborate illustration that combines the labors typical of the season with the corresponding signs of the zodiac in the 
background or as part of the decorative border. These illustrations not only depict the agricultural and social activities 
of each month but also align them with the astrological sign, showing the cosmos's influence on daily life. 


The Hours of Jeanne d'Evreux: Created by Jean Pucelle in the early 14th century, this Book of Hours contains small, 
detailed miniatures with religious scenes. While it focuses more on the life of the Virgin Mary and Christ, the 


313 


manuscript's calendar section includes marginal decorations that reflect the zodiac signs and the labors of the 
months, embedding the celestial cycle within the context of Christian devotion. 


The Psalter of Henry VIII: This 16th-century English illuminated manuscript, while later than the medieval period 
traditionally considered, shows the continued interest in integrating zodiac signs into Christian art. The manuscript 
contains illustrations of the King, but its calendar section also features zodiac signs, connecting the divine right of 
kings with the order of the cosmos. 


E: Isn't Da Vinci's painting of the Last Supper also an example of astrological motifs? 


D: Yes, very much so. The painting famously portrays Jesus at the center of the table, with the twelve apostles 
grouped in four sets of three on either side of him. Each apostle's expression and gesture are meticulously rendered 
to convey a range of emotions and reactions to Jesus's announcement that one of them will betray him. 


Some scholars have suggested that the apostles might represent the twelve zodiac signs, with each group of three 
reflecting qualities or elements associated with astrological signs. These interpretations are often inspired by the 
broader Renaissance interest in Neoplatonism, hermeticism, and the revival of ancient knowledge, which included 
astrology. 


The Four Evangelists and the Cardinal Points of 
the Zodiac 


E: Do the four creatures in Ezekiel's vision correspond to the cardinal 
points of the Zodiac? 


D: Yes, some interpretations link the four creatures in Ezekiel's vision 
to the cardinal points of the Zodiac. The human is associated with 
Aquarius, representing knowledge and enlightenment; the lion with 
Leo, symbolizing strength and leadership; the ox with Taurus, 
indicating stability and persistence; and the eagle with Scorpio, 
highlighting vision and transformation. These connections aim to find 
deeper symbolic meanings between biblical visions and cosmic or 
astrological concepts. 


E: How are these creatures connected to the symbols of the Four 
Evangelists in Christian art? 
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D: In Christian art, these four creatures are connected 
to the symbols of the Four Evangelists through the 
concept of the tetramorph. Mark is associated with 
the lion, representing courage; Luke with the ox, 
symbolizing sacrifice; Matthew with the human, 
emphasizing humanity and incarnation; and John 
with the eagle, indicating divinity. This tradition 
combines the four living creatures from Ezekiel's 
vision into a single figure or a group of four figures, 
each with wings, to represent different aspects of the 
Gospel narrative and Christ's nature. 


Satis 


4 
i) 
SPER EE SE Ti 


ae 


E: What is the significance of associating each 
Evangelist with a specific creature? 
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D: The association of each Evangelist with a specific creature holds significant symbolic meaning in Christian tradition. 
Mark's lion symbolizes the resurrection of Christ and the royal proclamation of the Gospel. Luke's ox represents the 
sacrifice and service of Christ. Matthew's human highlights the incarnation and humanity of Christ, starting with his 
genealogy. John's eagle represents the lofty theological proclamation of Christ's divinity. These symbols reflect the 
diverse attributes of Christ and the multifaceted nature of the Gospel message, emphasizing the unique perspectives 
and themes presented in each Gospel. 


These themes are depicted in various forms of Christian art, including church windows, ornaments, and biblical 
manuscripts. These depictions serve to embody the theological and symbolic meanings of these figures across 
centuries. 


E: Can you give me some examples of this? 


D: Sure. Here are some notable examples: 


Church Windows 


Chartres Cathedral, France: The stained glass 
windows of Chartres Cathedral contain numerous 
biblical scenes, including representations of the 
Four Evangelists with their respective symbols. 


Sainte-Chapelle, Paris, France: This Gothic chapel 
is famous for its stunning stained glass windows 
that illustrate biblical stories, including symbols 
of the Evangelists. 

Ornaments and Sculptures: 


The Book of Kells: An illuminated manuscript 
Gospel book in Latin, containing the four Gospels 
of the New Testament together with various 
prefatory texts and tables. It features intricate 
artwork that includes symbols of the Four 
Evangelists. 
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The Bamberg Apocalypse: An 11th-century richly illustrated manuscript that includes imagery of the four living 
creatures. 

The Evangelist Portrait from the Lindisfarne Gospels: An early medieval illuminated manuscript, which includes 
symbolic representations of the Four Evangelists. 


Facade of St. Mark's Basilica, Venice, Italy: The exterior and interior of St. Mark's Basilica feature numerous 
representations of the lion, symbolizing St. Mark, among other apostolic and evangelistic symbols. 


Biblical Manuscripts 


Aberdeen Bestiary: While not a biblical manuscript per se, this medieval illuminated manuscript contains rich 
illustrations of animals, including those symbolizing the Four Evangelists. It's a reflection of how these themes 
permeated various aspects of medieval art and literature. 


Ottonian manuscripts: These manuscripts from the Ottonian 
dynasty in Germany often contain depictions of the Four 
Evangelists, showing their symbols in a manner that conveys their 
respective Gospels' themes. 


Church Sculptures and Reliefs 


The facade of Notre-Dame de Paris: Before the fire, the facade 
featured sculptures representing the Four Evangelists with their 
symbols. 


The tympanum of the central portal of the Basilica of Saint-Denis: 
This features sculptural representations of biblical themes, 
including those related to the Evangelists. 


Precession of the equinoxes and the "Great Year" 
E: What significance does the precession of the equinoxes hold in astrology? 


D: The precession of the equinoxes, which results in a gradual shift in the position of the vernal equinox relative to 
the background stars, is significant in astrology for defining astrological ages. Each age, corresponding to a zodiacal 
sign, is thought to influence the collective consciousness and global events with specific qualities and characteristics 
attributed to that sign, marking transitional periods in human culture, society, and spirituality. 


E: Can you explain the concept of astrological ages and how it relates to the precession of the equinoxes? 

D: Astrological ages are defined by the shift in the position of the vernal equinox through different zodiacal signs due 
to the Earth's precession, a phenomenon taking place over approximately 25,772 years. Each age corresponds to a 
zodiacal sign and its associated qualities, with the transition from one astrological age to another seen as a turning 
point in human development. This concept reflects the belief in cyclical time and the influence of cosmic forces on 


human civilization. 


E: What is the "Great Year," and why is it significant? 


316 


D: The "Great Year" refers to the complete cycle of 
twelve astrological ages, believed to represent a full 
cycle of evolution and change in human history, 
culture, and consciousness. The transition between 
ages is considered a gradual process, marking 
significant shifts in the prevailing energies and 
archetypal influences. This concept is significant for 
those exploring the esoteric and spiritual dimensions 
of astrology, offering a framework for understanding 
long-term shifts in civilization. 


The Yugas and the “End of the Age” 


Earth’s 25,920 Year Precessional Arc 
Vega ¢ Polaris 
Earth’s current inclination 1 ae -4/ North Celestial Pole 
to the ecliptic is 23.4° xo af “T a 


Earths Current North Celestial Pole Aligns 
Witi/the Stars Polaris And Ursa Minor 


| é 
ben 


Earth 
Plane of the Ecliptic 


South Celestial Pole / 
CelestiaVE quatorial 


Plane 


E: Are there similar astrological systems in other parts of the world? 


D: There are several, such as the Mayan calendar, and Chinese astrology, but we also have the Yuga cycles in Hindu 


philosophy. 


E: What are the Yugas, and how do they relate to the precession of the equinoxes? 


D: The Yugas represent a cycle of four ages in Hindu cosmology, 
namely Satya Yuga, Treta Yuga, Dvapara Yuga, and Kali Yuga, 
which repeat in a specific order, symbolizing shifts in the 
qualities and attributes of each age. The precession of the 
equinoxes is a longer astronomical cycle, like I’ve already 
explained, where the Earth's axis traces a circular path through 
the zodiac over approximately 25,772 years. While the Yugas 
describe spiritual and societal changes within a cycle, the 
precession of the equinoxes involves the shifting position of 
the vernal equinox against the zodiac, marking different 
astrological ages. 


E: How are the Yugas associated with changes in human society 
and spirituality? 


D: In Hindu cosmology, the Yugas describe a cyclical pattern of 


ages, each with distinct qualities and attributes, showing a general decline from a Golden Age (Satya Yuga) to an 
Iron Age (Kali Yuga) and then back to a Golden Age. This cycle is associated with the spiritual evolution of humanity 


and changing dynamics in human society, reflecting a broader concept of cyclical time and cosmic influence on 


human existence. 


E: There is a perspective held by some scholars and theologians that the concept of "the end of the world" in certain 


biblical passages may be more accurately understood as "the end of the age". What can you tell me about that? 


D: Well, this interpretation is based on the Greek word "aion", which can be translated as "age" or "eon." The idea is 


that when the New Testament speaks of "the end of the world," it may be referring to the end of a particular age or 
era, rather than the physical destruction of the entire planet. 


E: Are there any specific Bible verses that highlights this? 
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D: Yes. The reference to the 
term "aion" is found in 


several passages in the New vp ae 

Testament. This term appears 18. E DISCIPLES SAID TO 
1 

in various discussions about JEsUs, "TELL US, HOW WILL 


the end of the age and the OUR END COME?” 


coming kingdom. 
JESUS SAID, "HAVE YOU 


FOUND THE BEGINNING, 
Gospel of Matthew where THEN, THAT YOU ARE 

Jesus discusses the end times LOOKING FOR THE END? 

is found in Matthew 24:3, YOU SEE, THE END WILL BE 
WHERE THE BEGINNING IS. 


One key passage in the 


where the disciples ask Jesus, 
"Tell us, when will these 


remeue 4LRON CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 


things be, and what will be Point 
the sign of your coming and 
of the end of the age" Here, 
"the end of the age" reflects 
the Greek "synteleia tou 
aionos," indicating a 
significant transition in 
cosmic or historical periods. 


AGE ONE WHO STANDS AT THE 
BEGINNING: THAT ONE WILL 
KNOW THE END AND WILL 
NOT TASTE DEATH." - 
GOSPEL OF THOMAS 


Another important reference can be found in Matthew 28:20, where Jesus, commissioning his disciples, says, "And 
surely |am with you always, to the very end of the age." This again uses the term "aion" to signify a period or era, 
reinforcing the idea of epochs governed by spiritual or divine principles. 


E: What about in Paul’s writings? 


D: Well, in the writings of the Apostle Paul, the concept of "ages" is also present, though not always directly linked to 
the end times in the same manner as in the Gospels. For example, Paul discusses the mystery hidden for ages and 
generations but now revealed to the saints in Colossians 1:26. While this does not directly refer to the end of an age, 
it reflects the notion of distinct periods within divine planning and revelation. 


The Age of Aquarius and The End Times 


E: How does the concept of the Age of Aquarius relate to Christian eschatology and the idea of the end of the age? 


D: The concept of the Age of Aquarius, which is based on astrological theory, signifies a shift into an era marked by 
enlightenment, spiritual awakening, and harmony. This astrological age is thought to embody the qualities of 
Aquarius. In Christian eschatology, the "end of the age" refers to the conclusion of the current epoch and the onset 
of a new divine kingdom on earth, as described in the New Testament. While the Age of Aquarius is an astrological 
concept not found in biblical texts, some interpreters attempt to link it to Christian prophecies of the end times and 
the Second Coming of Christ, suggesting that this astrological transition could symbolize the prophetic period of 
transformation. 


E: Does the Book of Revelation mention the Age of Aquarius or astrological ages? 


D: The Book of Revelation does not explicitly mention the Age of Aquarius or any astrological ages. It is filled with 
symbolic imagery and visions of apocalypse that describe the Second Coming of Christ, the final judgment, and the 
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creation of a new heaven and earth. The connections made between the Age of Aquarius and the events described 
in Revelation are speculative and result from an attempt to integrate astrological concepts with biblical prophecy, 
rather than being grounded in the text itself. 


Kali Yuga to Satya Yuga 

E: How can the transition from the Kali Yuga to the Satya Yuga in Hindu 
cosmology be compared to the idea of moving into the Age of Aquarius in 
astrology? 


D: The transition from the Kali Yuga, often viewed as an age of darkness 
and materialism, to the Satya Yuga, an age of truth and righteousness, 
in Hindu cosmology, mirrors the astrological concept of moving into the 
Age of Aquarius, which is seen as an era of enlightenment, spiritual 
awakening, and harmony. 


E: Is it fair to say that both transitions represent a shift from a period 
characterized by turmoil and decline to one of renewal and higher 
consciousness? A kind of “Reset” that we discussed previously? 


D: I’d say so. In Hinduism, the end of the Kali Yuga and the onset of the Satya Yuga signify a cosmic reset where 
humanity returns to a state of purity and spiritual elevation. Similarly, the Age of Aquarius is associated with 
breaking away from the old (represented by the preceding Age of Pisces) and embracing a new era of unity, 
technological advancement, and spiritual growth. These concepts, though originating from different cultural and 
spiritual traditions, both reflect a cyclical understanding of time and the evolution of consciousness, suggesting a 
universal human anticipation of transformation and renewal. 


Shunyamurti is a spiritual teacher and founder of the Sat Yoga 
Institute, and he holds his own unique interpretations and 
teachings. He believes that we are definitively in the Kali Yuga or 
on the verge of entering the Satya Yuga. His perspective aligns 
with the idea that humanity is transitioning towards a more 
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enlightened and peaceful age. 


He also contends that the new age will be accompanied by 
challenges and cataclysmic events. Each age or “Yuga” is 
believed to have its unique characteristics and challenges. 
According to this viewpoint, the transition from one Yuga to 
another can involve significant turmoil and upheaval such as 
religious, racial, political or economic conflicts and nuclear 
disasters. 


E: Any other proponents of the cyclical view of social evolution? 
D: Well, in this context | would mention Michael Cremo, an 
American researcher and author known for his controversial 


theories related to archaeology and human history. 


E: I’ve actually read one of his books*. Fascinating stuff! Cremo's 
work really challenges mainstream archaeological and 
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evolutionary paradigms and suggests that there is 
evidence for the existence of advanced human 
civilizations dating back much further in history 
than traditionally accepted. 

(* Forbidden Archeology: The Hidden History of 
the Human Race). 


Cremo and his co-author Richard L. Thompson 
argue that many artifacts have been discovered in 
geological strata that suggest human presence in 
eras much older than the established human 
evolutionary timeline. These Out-of-Place 
Artifacts (OOPArts), in Cremo's view, challenge the 
conventional understanding of human history. 


D: | know what these artifacts are, but would you mind telling the readers? 


E: They are artifacts that have been found in geological strata, suggesting a human presence in eras much older than 
the established human evolutionary timeline. These remains challenge conventional understanding of human 
history by indicating that early humans, or possibly advanced civilizations or extraterrestrial influences, had 
technological knowledge far beyond what is typically associated with those times. And | guess you agree with me 
that these theories reinforces the idea of cyclic history? 


D: Yes, Cremo's work definitely implies a 


Baghdad Battery cyclical view of history, where advanced 


-_ lron Head 


: civilizations rise and fall over long periods of 
e— Asphalt Seal 


time. He argues that the current human 

= Clay Case civilization is not the first to reach a high level 
of technological advancement. His ideas are 
13.5cm influenced by Hindu cosmology and Vedic 
traditions. He suggests that Vedic texts contain 
accounts of ancient history that align with his 
Internal Copper Cylinder views on lost civilizations. Can you give me 
some examples of the so called “Out-of-Place 
Artifacts”? 


= Electrolyte Chamber 


E: Yes, several notable examples include: 


The Antikythera Mechanism: An ancient Greek device for calculating astronomical positions, dating to around 100 
BC, demonstrating unexpected technological sophistication. 

The Baghdad Battery: Clay jars with copper cylinders and iron rods, speculated to be primitive batteries from the 
Parthian period. 

The Saqgara Bird: A wooden artifact from ancient Egypt with aerodynamic features, possibly indicating an 
understanding of flight. 

Piri Reis Map: A 1513 world map by Ottoman admiral Piri Reis, showing parts of the world, including Antarctica, with 
surprising accuracy. 

Ancient Egyptian Light Bulbs: Suggested by some to indicate that ancient Egyptians might have had knowledge of 
electric lighting. 


320 


Ancient Metal Objects: Intricately designed metallic objects, such as the Quimbaya artifacts and the Dorchester Pot, 
showcasing advanced metalworking skills. 


D: Thanks! 
E: Any other advocates for these ideas? 


D: Well, another researcher that has challenged the mainstream models of the rising and falling of civilizations is 
Immanuel Velikovsky. | think we mentioned him when we talked about the flood myths. His most famous work is 
"Worlds in Collision," in which he proposed a radical cosmological theory, suggesting that catastrophic celestial 
events shaped human history. He argued that historical accounts and myths from different cultures contained 
evidence of global catastrophes caused by planetary encounters. 


Nuclear Weaponry in the Bible? 

E: What are some theories connecting Out-of-Place 
Artifacts (OOPArts) or other remains to stories in the 
Bible? 


D: Some theorists speculate that the Ark of the 
Covenant had capabilities resembling an advanced 
electrical device, based on biblical descriptions of it 
emitting sparks or striking down individuals, 
suggesting it might have stored and discharged 
electricity. 


E: Is there a theory suggesting the use of nuclear or 
advanced weapons in the story of Sodom and 
Gomorrah? 


D: Indeed, there is a speculative theory that the biblical 
account of Sodom and Gomorrah's destruction by 
"brimstone and fire" from the sky might indicate the use of nuclear or advanced weaponry, paralleling modern 
descriptions of nuclear fallout. 


E: Please continue. 

D: The theory suggests that the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah might resemble a nuclear explosion as 
described by an observer of that era. The intense energy produced by such an explosion could explain the fate of 
Lot's wife, who, according to Genesis 19:26, turned into a pillar of salt. 

E: Is there a linguistic aspect to this theory concerning the translation of "salt"? 

D: Yes, there's a linguistic consideration, according to Mauro Biglino, that the term "salt" (melach) comes from the 
root verb mich, which means "to dissolve." This raises the possibility that the traditional translation might not fully 
capture the original meaning, suggesting that Lot's wife was not turned into salt but was "dissolved" by the intense 


heat from the explosion. 


E: How does this reinterpretation affect our understanding of the event? 
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D: This reinterpretation shifts our understanding from a miraculous transformation to a more realistic scenario where 
Lot's wife was subjected to extreme heat, leading to her dissolution. It suggests that ancient texts might describe 
real events using the language and understanding available at the time, possibly pointing to advanced technologies 
or phenomena that were beyond their comprehension. 


E: Does this indicate that ancient civilizations possessed advanced technology comparable to today's nuclear 
capabilities? 


D: There is speculation, supported by remnants in India and ancient myths, that ancient civilizations might have had 
technology comparable to modern nuclear capabilities. Texts like the Mahabharata from India describe scenes and 
effects reminiscent of nuclear explosions, including massive blasts "brighter than a thousand suns" and the 
aftermath consistent with radiation poisoning. 


E: What evidence from ancient texts suggests descriptions of nuclear explosions? 


D: The Mahabharata, an ancient Sanskrit 
epic, contains passages that describe 
devastation resembling nuclear warfare. 
It mentions enormous explosions, 
unrecognizable burnt corpses, and the 
environmental aftermath fitting the 
description of a nuclear attack, including 
survivors losing hair and nails, and 
contaminated food supplies. 


Nuclear Weapons in 
The Mahabharata? ; 


E: Has any physical evidence been found 
to support the theory of ancient nuclear 
capabilities? 
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D: Yes, in Rajasthan, India, a layer of highly radioactive ash was discovered near Jodhpur, prompting investigations. 
Further evidence was found in the ancient ruins of Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro in Pakistan, where signs of a nuclear 
explosion dating back thousands of years were reported, including increased levels of radioactivity and skeletons that 
appeared to have died suddenly and violently. 


E: What findings were reported at Mohenjo-Daro related to a nuclear explosion? 


D: Excavations at Mohenjo-Daro revealed 44 
skeletons scattered across the city, suggesting 
a sudden, violent death. Areas of the site 
showed increased radioactivity. David 
Davenport found an epicenter where objects 
were fused and glassified, indicating melting at 
temperatures around 1500 degrees Celsius. 
Historian Alexander Gorbovsky noted a skeleton 
with radiation levels far above normal and 
numerous “black stones" from melted clay 
vessels. 


E: What about radiation in the story of Sodom and Gomorrah, was that due to nuclear weapons or something else? 


D: Well, a recent study suggests that the destruction of Tall el-Hammam, a Bronze Age city in the Jordan Valley, by 
an exploding comet or meteor may have inspired the biblical story of Sodom and Gomorrah. The devastation of these 
"notoriously sinful cities" by sulfur and fire is recorded in the Book of Genesis. 


E: How significant was Tall el-Hammam during its time? 


D: Around 1650 B.C.E., Tall el-Hammam was the largest of three major cities in the Jordan Valley and likely served as 
the region's political center. The combined population of these three metropolises was around 50,000. 


E: What evidence have archaeologists found at Tall el-Hammam? 


D: Archaeologists examining the ruins of Tall el-Hammam's mudbrick buildings, which stood up to five stories tall, 
have found evidence of a sudden high-temperature, destructive event. The airburst, created when this meteor or 
comet traveled through the atmosphere at high speed, supposedly exploded about 2.5 miles above the city with a 
blast 1,000 times more powerful than the atomic bomb used at Hiroshima. Air temperatures rapidly rose above 
3,600 degrees Fahrenheit, causing immediate ignition of clothing and wood, and melting of swords, spears, 
mudbricks, and pottery. A shockwave followed, reducing buildings to rubble and resulting in the death of all 8,000 
people and animals within the city. 


E: Is there evidence linking Tall el-Hammam to the biblical Sodom? 
D: It’s unclear. While the researchers found evidence consistent with a cosmic airburst and noted that the 
observations in Genesis align with such an event, they state that there is no scientific proof that the destroyed city is 


indeed the Sodom of the Old Testament. The debate over whether Tall el-Hammam and Sodom are the same city is 
ongoing. 
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Chapter 18 mh 
To Hell and back again © ~~ 


The False doctrine of Hell 
E: Do you think the doctrine of hell, as eternal torment, was actually taught by Jesus? 


D: That's a complex question, if we look closely at Jesus' teachings, they primarily focus on love, forgiveness, and 
repentance. It seems contradictory for Jesus, who preached about a loving God, to also introduce the idea of a 
vengeful deity punishing sinners eternally. 


E: But what about the parables Jesus told about judgment and the afterlife? They're often cited as evidence for hell. 


D: Well, we have the Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus in Luke: 

"In Hades, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. So he called 
to him, ‘Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, 
because | am in agony in this fire." (Luke 16:23-24 NIV) 


E: But isn’t the referral to Hades, and indication that this was an influence from Greek culture? 


D: I’m glad you took note of that. By the time of Jesus, the Jewish world was heavily influenced by Hellenistic (Greek) 
culture due to the conquests of Alexander the Great and subsequent Greek rule in the region. In Greek mythology, 
Hades is the god of the underworld, and the underworld itself is also called Hades. It was seen as a shadowy place 
where all the dead go, not just the wicked. 


E: Didn’t the Hebrews refer to this 
place of death as “Sheol”? 


D: Yes. In Hebrew tradition, the concept 
of Sheol is somewhat analogous to 
Hades. Sheol was understood as a 
place or state of the dead, without the 
moral distinctions of reward and 
punishment that later developed in 
Christian theology. The New Testament 
writers, writing in Greek, often used 
"Hades" as a translation or equivalent 


jThe river “Styx” in the Greek Underworld [iameutly 


We can continue with a few more quotes which scribes debate in relation to the hell concept: 


Parable of the Sheep and the Goats: 

"Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil 
and his angels.'" (Matthew 25:41 NIV) 

"And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life." (Matthew 25:46 NIV) 
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Parable of the Weeds: 

"The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, 
and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth." (Matthew 13:41-42 
ESV) 


Parable of the Net: 
"So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come forth, separate the wicked from among the just, and cast 
them into the furnace of fire. There will be wailing and gnashing of teeth." (Matthew 13:49-50 NKJV) 


It is, however, important to remember that these parables are metaphorical. Jesus used them to convey moral 
lessons, not as literal descriptions of the afterlife. Therefore interpreting them as concrete theology might be 
misleading. 


Karma, and Reaping what you Sow 
E: To me, these moral metaphors bring to mind concepts like "karma" 
that are commonly taught in the East. Have you thought about that too? 


D: | have pondered that quite a bit. | think, that while traditional Christian 
doctrine focuses on the dichotomy of heaven and hell, considering Jesus’ 
teachings through the lens of karma - the principle of action and 
reaction, cause and effect - offers a different perspective. 


E: In what way? 


D: Well, it suggests a spiritual path where the emphasis is on the moral WHAT GOES AROUN D, 
and ethical consequences of one's actions in the here and now, rather COMES AROUND 
than on a post-mortem judgment. This interpretation also aligns with a 


universal understanding of morality and justice, transcending religious 
boundaries and resonating with the core principles of many spiritual traditions. 


E: Can one find parallels between Jesus' teachings and Karma, in the Bible? 


D: | think most people's thoughts go straight to the verse 
“You reap what you sow” since the most direct parallel 
to the idea of karma in the teachings of Jesus is found in 
Galatians 6:7: "Do not be deceived: God cannot be 
mocked. A man reaps what he sows." This passage 
suggests a direct correlation between actions and their 
consequences, a fundamental principle of karma. 


E: Are there other verses that are a little less obvious? 


D: Well, Jesus’ teachings in the Sermon on the Mount 
(Matthew 5-7) emphasize the importance of internal 
attitudes and actions and their consequences. For 
instance, Matthew 5:7 says, "Blessed are the merciful, 
for they will be shown mercy." This reflects the karmic 
idea that compassionate actions lead to positive 
outcomes. 
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E: And what about the golden rule? 

D: In Matthew 7:12, Jesus teaches, "So in everything, do to 
others what you would have them do to you, for this 
sums up the Law and the Prophets." This principle mirrors 
the karmic notion that good or bad actions towards others 
will return to the doer in kind. 
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P= Golden Rule 


Do unto others 
as you would have them 
do unto you. 


However, in the Old Testament, the principle akin to the 
"Golden Rule" is often presented as a negation. 


One of the most notable examples of this, is found in the 
book of Leviticus. Leviticus 19:18 states, "Do not seek 
revenge or bear a grudge against anyone among your 
people, but love your neighbor as yourself." Here, the 
command is framed in terms of what one should not do to 
others, which implies a form of ethical reciprocity. 


Another example can be seen in the wisdom literature of the Old Testament. Proverbs 24:29 says, "Do not say, 'I'll do 
to them as they have done to me; I'll pay them back for what they did.'" This proverb again emphasizes the idea of 
not reciprocating harm with harm, which is a negative formulation of the principle of treating others as one would 
wish to be treated. 


So, the shift from the negative ("Do not do...") to the positive ("Do unto others...") represents an evolution in the 
expression of this ethical principle from a prohibition against harmful actions to a proactive encouragement of 
benevolent actions. 


E: Are there any more verses that reflects the idea of Karma? 
D: | can highlight a couple more: 


The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant (Matthew 18:21-35): 
This parable, where a servant who is forgiven a debt refuses to forgive another, and then faces harsh consequences, 
aligns with the karmic idea of actions (forgiveness or lack thereof) directly impacting one's own experience. 


The Parable of the Sower (Matthew 13:3-9): 

While traditionally interpreted in the context of receptiveness to God’s word, this parable can also be seen as 
reflecting karma. The "soil" (the person's heart) where the "seed" (actions or intentions) falls determines the result, 
echoing the karmic cycle of cause and effect. Matthew 5:43-44 


Loving ones Enemies 

E: Jesus' teachings about turning the other cheek and loving 
one's enemies represent a significant deepening and 
expansion of the Golden Rule, wouldn’t you agree? 


D: Yes, | certainly agree. Jesus' teachings take the principle of 
treating others with respect and kindness to a more profound 
level, emphasizing not just reciprocity in kindness, but also 
the response to injustice and hostility with compassion and 
non-retaliation. 
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In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus 


says (Matthew 5:38-39): "You have “love is the only thing 


heard that it was said, 'Eye for eye, 


and tooth for tooth.' But | tell you, do that Can t Uf N an enemy 


not resist an evil person. If anyone 


slaps you on the right cheek, turn to into a friend. i & 


them the other cheek also." 


-~ 


This teaching challenged the existing Ms M artin Luth er Kin g Jr a 


law of retaliation (\ex talionis) which 
was about equitable justice. Jesus’ 
instruction to turn the other cheek 
goes beyond simply avoiding harm to 
others; it's about not responding to 
violence or injustice with retaliation but with a form of peaceful resistance and dignity. 


And of course, Jesus further extends the Golden Rule with the command to love one's enemies (Matthew 5:43-44): 
"You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But | tell you, love your enemies and 
pray for those who persecute you." This radical teaching moves beyond treating others as one wishes to be treated, 
to actively loving and doing good to those who may wish harm upon you. It represents a call to a higher moral 
standard, where the cycle of hatred and revenge is broken by unconditional love. 


E: And you can't have unconditional love with a judgment—the two are incompatible. 


D: Yes, very much so. Both teachings challenge the societal norms and expectations of Jesus' time. They reject the 
natural human tendencies for revenge and animosity, advocating for a response rooted in love, mercy, and 
nonviolence. This approach was revolutionary in its call for a deep transformation of heart and attitude towards all 
people, including adversaries. 


E: So Jesus’ teachings on these matters were not just about external behavior? 


D: No, it was very much about an internal transformation of the heart. Loving one's enemies and turning the other 
cheek are about cultivating an inner attitude of peace, mercy, and compassion, even in the face of hostility. It’s a call 
to a form of love that is unconditional and not based on the actions or attitudes of others. 


Gehenna — The City Dump 
E: So how on earth did the concept of eternal torment come into play then, given the message of unconditional love 
that Jesus preached? 


D: Historical context is key here. The Jewish beliefs at the time of Jesus were diverse and didn't have a unified 
concept of hell. The term "Gehenna," which is often translated as "hell" in the New Testament, actually referred to a 
physical location and was likely a metaphor for judgment or destruction. 

E: So hell was the city dump basically? 

D: Yes. Long before the era of Jesus, Gehenna was known as a refuse dump. Locals from nearby areas would dispose 


of their waste in this valley, where it was incessantly consumed by fire. This fire seemed eternal, smoldering 
continuously beneath layers of refuse, incinerating the decomposing and foul-smelling waste. Fresh trash was 
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regularly heaped onto the older, decaying 
layers, comprising of items like 
decomposed fish, slimy plants, anda 
variety of decaying human waste. 


In such an environment, flies were an 
inevitable presence, laying eggs atop the 
heaps. One could easily visualize the 
multitude of maggots thriving there, 
feasting on the rotting debris. Meanwhile, 
the fire underneath continued its relentless 
devouring of the waste, regardless of the 
passage of days or weeks. 


This was a fire that seemed to never extinguish, a place where the worm never perished. People would come to 
discard their refuse here, often repulsed by the overwhelming stench, tightly clenching their jaws in disgust, cautious 
not to get too close to the detestable chasm. In wartime, the horror was magnified as the remains of the dead 
intermingled with the garbage, creating a truly ghastly scene. 


When Jesus referred to Gehenna, his audience would instantly recall the imagery of this valley - a place filled with 
rotting, maggot-infested garbage, where the fire was unquenchable, smoke perpetually hung in the air, and, 
depending on the direction of the wind, an unbearable odor could assail the senses. But the fire burned day and 
night "at that time," in those days, not forever. The word "eternal" was added later. 


E: So Jesus came to overturn orthodoxy - he challenged all the religious leaders of his time who promoted the 
concept of a wrathful God to the people? 


D: Yes. Jesus essentially told the Rabbis, "How 


dare you say to these little children seeking CONDITIONAL 


God that they are not acceptable? That they 


UNCONDITIONAL 


must follow your rules, and jump through your LOVE LOVE 
hoops." Matthew 23 is one of the passages 
that demonstrate how wrong it is to portray - Selfish - Selfless 


God as vengeful and punishing. Rooted an Soul 
te C » u 


- Seeks freedom 
- No expectations 


- Rooted in Ego 
E: How so? - Seeks control 
- Has expectations 


D: Well, in Matthew 23, Jesus delivers a 
- Judgemental 


scathing rebuke to the scribes and Pharisees, 
criticizing their hypocrisy and legalism. He - Looks for another 
accuses them of laying heavy burdens on 
others while not lifting a finger to help, of 
doing righteous deeds for show, and of 

neglecting the more important matters of the = Needy 
law: justice, mercy, and faithfulness: 


- Non-judgemental 
- Is already whole 
and complete 


to complete them 


- Feels threatened - Doesn't worry 


- Needs nothing 


- Jealous - Secure with self 


"Woe to you, teachers of the law and 
Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of 
your spices—mint, dill, and cumin. But you 
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have neglected the more important matters of the law—justice, mercy, and faithfulness. You should have practiced 
the latter, without neglecting the former." (Matthew 23:23) 


And 1 John 4 discusses God's rich, full, mature love. It says there is no fear in love, but God's boundless love casts out 
all fear. \f we are afraid, it's because of a fear of punishment. Anyone who is fearful has not been ripened and 
matured in love. 


E: Can you elaborate on that? 


D: Sure. 1 John 4 delves into the essence of God's nature as love and its implications for believers. It articulates that 
fear, especially the fear of punishment, is incompatible with perfect love. This message directly challenges doctrines 
that emphasize divine retribution, suggesting that true understanding and acceptance of God's love inherently dispel 
fear: 


"There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears 
is not made perfect in love." (1 John 4:18) 


Lacking support for Hell in the Bible 
E: But isn't there scriptural support for hell in the 
Bible? 


D: The Bible does mention the afterlife, but these 
references are often ambiguous. Different 
theological interpretations, like annihilationism or 
universal reconciliation, offer alternative views that 
don't necessarily align with the traditional concept of 
eternal torment. 


E: So, you're saying the traditional doctrine of hell 
might not be a direct teaching from Jesus but a result 
of later theological development? 


D: Precisely, E. The traditional doctrine of hell as 
eternal torment, when examined in the light of Jesus' 
teachings, historical contexts, and scriptural 
ambiguities, seems more like a development of later wd! Vere Sth 
theological thought. It deserves careful reevaluation 


in contemporary Christian theology. St. Augustine chatting with the Devil 


E: | have heard that the doctrine of Hell was introduced some 200 years after the crucifixion, is that a correct 
assumption? 


D: Yes. Both Tertullian and Augustine*, through their extensive theological works, provided a framework that 
significantly shaped and solidified the Christian doctrine of hell. Their influence is seen in the way hell has been 
understood in much of traditional Christian theology, particularly in regards to its permanence, the nature of the 
soul, and the moral implications of eternal punishment. 

(* Tertullian (c. 155 — c. 240 AD): Tertullian, a prolific early Christian author and apologist, lived in the late 2nd and 
early 3rd centuries. He was born around 155 AD and is believed to have died around 240 AD. Tertullian is known for 
his role in developing early Christian theology, particularly in the Western Church). 
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(* Augustine of Hippo (354 — 430 AD): Augustine, one of the 
most influential theologians in Christian history, lived later 
than Tertullian. He was born in 354 AD and died in 430 AD. 
Augustine's works, including "Confessions" and "The City of 
God," have had a profound impact on Christian thought and 
Western philosophy). 


E: In what ways did they shape this doctrine? 


D: Tertullian was one of the first to describe hell in vivid, 
graphic detail. In his work "De Anima" (On the Soul), he 
talked about the eternal fires of hell and the physical 
torments that the damned would suffer, which was a 
departure from earlier, less detailed Christian notions of the 
afterlife. 


E: And | guess, in order to be tortured forever, you also need 
an immortal soul? 


D: Yes, and Tertullian argued for the immortality of the soul, a 
concept that was crucial for the development of the 
traditional Christian doctrine of hell. In "A Treatise on the 
Soul," he delved into the nature of the soul and its fate after 
death, paving the way for later discussions on eternal 
punishment. 


E: So the idea of eternal torment, originated with Tertullian? 


D: He was certainly one of the main proponents. In his writings, 
Tertullian firmly supported the idea of eternal punishment for the 
wicked, contrasting it with eternal life for the righteous, thus 
reinforcing the dualistic outcome of the afterlife. 


E: What about Augustine of Hippo's Influence? 


D: Augustine, in his influential work "The City of God," discussed 
the nature of hell and eternal punishment in depth. He argued 
against the annihilationist view (the belief that the wicked would be 
completely destroyed rather than eternally punished) and 
reinforced the idea of hell as a permanent state of punishment. 


E: Did his view of the fallen nature of humanity influence his idea of 
hell? 


D: | would say so. Augustine's teachings on original sin influenced 
views on hell. By emphasizing the innate sinfulness of all humans, 
Augustine's theology implicitly underscored the need for salvation 
and the consequences of its absence, namely eternal damnation. 
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Fearmongering 


E: That’s intriguing. But why would the church adopt such a fear-inducing concept? 


D: Fear has been a powerful tool. The fear of eternal damnation was used to encourage conversion and ensure 
adherence to religious norms. It's been a persuasive factor throughout history, particularly during the Middle Ages, 
for maintaining church authority and social order. 


E: From what | know, the early Christian Church, particularly during the Middle Ages, employed various tools, 
tactics, and strategies to exert control over people and maintain its authority. Can you give me some examples 
these? 


D: It depends on how much time we have, that toolbox is very big and deep. It would take a very long time to go 
through all their methods, but we can probably mention a few. 


As we mentioned, the concept of hell and eternal punishment was a significant tool. The fear of a torturous afterlife 
for sins committed was a powerful motivator for individuals to adhere to religious norms and the Church's teachings. 


E: And what about indulgences? 


D: The Church promoted the sale of Re Ff SST FN Mie Ut A \ 
indulgences, which were essentially 


payments made by believers to reduce the 
amount of punishment one had to undergo 
for sins. This practice, particularly before 
the Reformation, became a means of 
controlling the faithful and was also a 
significant source of revenue for the Church. 


E: And the threat of excommunication from 
the church? 


D: The threat of excommunication, which is the formal exclusion from participation in the sacraments and services of 
the Christian Church, was a powerful tool. It not only cut individuals off from religious practices but also had 
significant social ramifications, often leading to social ostracism. 


E: And control over information in schooling and so on? 


D: During the Middle Ages, the Church was a central repository of knowledge and education. By controlling access to 
education and what was taught, particularly with regards to theological and moral teachings, the Church had 
significant influence over the beliefs and worldviews of the populace. 


E: And what about home visits from the church, which continued well into the 20th century? 


D: Well, what you're referring to were known as "catechetical visits" or "pastoral visits," and they were a common 
practice in many Christian denominations, particularly in Europe. These visits were part of a broader strategy by the 
Church to maintain religious knowledge and adherence to Christian doctrines among its followers, including those in 
rural or isolated areas like farmers. | remember when | was little, a TV episode of Astrid Lindgren's Emil in 
Lo6nneberga, where the maid in the house was grilled by the parish priest. It was a very funny feature, as the maid, 
Lina, replied that Adam was created from a grater, rather than a rib (laughs). 
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E: It can be seen as humorous, 
but at the end of the day, it's still 
about social control, right? 


D: Yes, from a broader 
perspective, these visits were a 
means of social control, ensuring 
that the religious and moral 
norms of the time were being 
upheld. They reinforced the 
authority of the Church and its 
doctrines in the daily lives of the 
people. 


E: Did the church have more 
tricks up its sleeve? 


D: We've only just begun. There are many more horrors to cover (laughs). 


E: Like the Spanish Inquisition!? 


D: Exactly! The various inquisitions were established by the Church to root out heresy and enforce religious 
orthodoxy. These institutions used interrogation, trial, and punishment, including execution, to deal with those 
accused of heresy, thus reinforcing doctrinal conformity. 


E: And wasn't it the case that before the printing press came, people couldn't read, and so the Bible was meant only 
for the clergy, thus withholding knowledge from the general public? 


D: Yes. The Church's control over liturgical practices and religious rituals also played a role in maintaining authority. 
These rituals were often in Latin, a language not understood by the general populace, enhancing the clergy's status 
as intermediaries between God and the people. 


There was also the development and enforcement of canon law, which is a set of ordinances and regulations made 
by ecclesiastical authority, was a crucial aspect of church governance. It provided a legal framework that governed 
not just spiritual matters but also various aspects of everyday life. 


E: And | guess the church was trying to usurp political power as well? 


D: Very much so. The Church often forged alliances with political rulers. This symbiotic relationship between the 
Church and state allowed the Church to exert influence beyond strictly spiritual matters, impacting laws and policies. 


E: And what about culture? | suppose the church had a card in the game there too. Especially considering how lavish 
the art in the Vatican is. 


D: | agree with you that one is overwhelmed when entering St. Peter's Basilica in Rome. All gold, marble, ceiling 
paintings etc. The Church commissioned grand and often awe-inspiring art and architecture, which served as both a 
demonstration of its power and a tool for religious instruction and reinforcement of its messages. Apart from that, 
monastic communities and missionary work were also instrumental for keeping people in line. 
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Reincarnation 
E: But if the soul is immortal, then there's really nothing to worry about, at least not if there's no hell? To me, | think 
it sounds like the soul has more than one life. What is the Bible's view on this? 


D: Well, many influential early Christians, including Origen, held beliefs that resonated with the concept of 
reincarnation. Origen, a prominent theologian, once stated, “The soul has neither beginning nor end. [They] enter 
this world strengthened by victories or weakened by defeats from their previous lives.” This view persisted for 
centuries until the Roman Emperor Justinian, in the mid-sixth century AD, took steps leading to its prohibition. 


E: Wow! It’s quite telling that an emperor, at a time when the church functioned more as a state institution than a 
spiritual entity, orchestrated this. 


D: Yes, the doctrine of reincarnation, allowing for the soul’s continuous journey, might have conflicted with the 
emperor’s need for absolute obedience; after all, the threat of eternal punishment loses its sting if people believe in 
reincarnation. 


Justinian's actions, along with others, effectively erased the doctrine of reincarnation from mainstream Christian 
theology. During this time, most Christians didn’t have access to the scriptures, and at certain points, even reading 
the Bible was prohibited. Thus, it's not surprising that the concept of reincarnation faded under the influence of 
imperial and church decree, only to resurface in recent centuries as more people critically engage with scriptural 
meanings. 


E: Are there any verses in the Bible that support the idea of reincarnation? 


D: In exploring the biblical basis for 
reincarnation, one striking example is the 
prophecy of Elijah's return. This Old 
Testament prophecy, essential for the arrival 
of the messiah, stipulated that Elijah would 
return to "restore all things." 


Jesus himself appeared to affirm this in 
Matthew 11:14, describing John the Baptist 
as “the Elijah who was to come”. Further, in 
Mark 9:12-13, Jesus implies that Elijah has 
already come, referring to John the Baptist’s 
fate, aligning with Elijah's prophesied role. 


E: But the idea of Biblical reincarnation isn't 
without its challenges, | presume? 


D: Well, there are some challenges, for sure. For example, Luke 1:17 states that John would come “in the spirit and 
power of Elijah,” which some interpret as metaphorical rather than literal reincarnation. Additionally, in John 1:21, 
when directly asked if he is Elijah, John the Baptist denies it. These contradictions pose intriguing questions about the 
nature of reincarnation and identity. 


It's essential to recognize that reincarnation, as a concept, involves the soul's evolution through various lives, not a 
straightforward return of the same person. The idea is that each life contributes to the soul's growth and 
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development, with each incarnation being unique. Therefore, the fact that John didn’t identify as Elijah reincarnate 
doesn’t necessarily negate the concept of reincarnation. 


E: Were there any specific groups and sects within the Abrahamic faiths that referenced or embraced reincarnation, 
diverging from orthodox teachings? 


D: The Cathars, a Medieval Christian sect, held beliefs that diverged significantly from the Catholic Church, including 
potential beliefs in the soul's transmigration. 


Certain contemporary leaders of specific Christian sects have claimed to be reincarnations of biblical figures, such as 
Marie-Paule Giguére of the Army of Mary and Maria Franciszka of the former Mariavites. These claims have led to 
conflicts with established church authorities, resulting in excommunications for teaching heretical doctrines like 
reincarnationism. 


Various Gnostic sects, including the Sethians and followers of 
Valentinus, professed beliefs in reincarnation, viewing it as 


part of a complex understanding of the soul's journey and 
sation, GILGUL 


E: And the Islamic branches? 


D: Among Islamic groups, the Alawites and the Druze hold 
beliefs that include reincarnation, setting them apart from 
mainstream Sunni and Shia Islam. These beliefs form part of a 
broader religious framework that incorporates elements 
unique to their traditions. 


E: And what about the transmigration of souls in Judaism? 


D: In Jewish mysticism, particularly within Kabbalah, the 
concept of gilgul (transmigration of souls) introduces 
reincarnation into Jewish esoteric thought. The Zohar and 
works by kabbalists like Isaac Luria and Chaim Vital discuss 
reincarnation extensively, making it a significant aspect of 
Hasidic Judaism and present as an esoteric belief in other 


Orthodox Jewish circles. TRANSMIGRATION 


PauL SWEHMLA 


The spread of Kabbalistic teachings since the 12th century, 
including texts like the Sefer ha-Bahir, has solidified 
reincarnation's place within Jewish mystical tradition, albeit 
as a minority view countered by figures like Saadiah Gaon. 


These instances highlight the diversity of belief within religious traditions and the complex ways in which concepts 
like reincarnation can be integrated or contested within established doctrinal frameworks. 


E: And how do modern day Christians view the concept of soul-rebirth? 


D: Well, surprisingly surveys have revealed that a notable minority of Christians in various contexts express belief in 
reincarnation. For example, a 2009 Pew Forum survey found that 22% of American Christians held such beliefs, and a 
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1981 survey showed that 31% of regular churchgoing European Catholics believed in reincarnation, indicating that 
these views persist among lay believers despite not being orthodox. 


Why Hell is illogical 


E: you often said to me that Hell is an illogical concept. What do you mean by that? 


D: Well why would God create Hell? The logic and reasoning do not hold up. What kind of God would create such a 
place? You could never trust that God again! 


E: But according to most Christians, you can still choose to go to Heaven, right? 


D: Yes, some believers argue, "We can go to heaven if 
we want to," but if God created Hell, then you cannot 
trust that God, since you could fall into Hell if you do 
something wrong. God is supposed to protect us, but 
a God who could send us to eternal damnation ina 
fiery pit of Hell is not a safe God. This is not the God 
Jesus showed us. 


E: what do you mean by God being “unsafe”? 


D: Well, Hell doesn’t make sense when talking about a 
compassionate God. If your child spills a bow! of 
spaghetti on your brand new sofa, and you punish 
them for the rest of their lives, and even after death, 

, forever — that's an act of insanity! Some say, "God's 
justice demands it," really? However you reframe God's justice in such a way, is insane. 


E: so this portrays, not only an insane God, but also one that’s very immature? 


D: Yes, of course. The more mature the "parent" is, the less they feel the need to punish the child for its 
transgression. An immature parent would demand vengeance. A mature "Father" would forgive, not condemn. 
Wouldn't we expect more maturity from an all-loving and forgiving God? 


E: | suppose we would. 


D: Think about it: If your ways are more loving than God's ways, | don't think it's God's ways we're talking about. That 
sounds more like powerful rulers trying to hold on to their power and crush anyone who gets in their way. 


And what about all the millions of people who have never heard the "terms" for salvation, or have never even 
heard the name of Jesus, are they just out of luck? Or what about those who heard the terms and asked for 
forgiveness, but somehow messed it up, like many homosexual people who tried to change and asked God for help, 
and that help didn't come — and are now going to Hell? In what universe is that forgiving? And about the people who 
don't condemn these people, are they going to Hell as well? 


Does all that sound like a just God, or does it sound like a theologian who is angry that people don't agree with his 
ideas, and enjoys the idea of these "heretics" being burned forever? Like Tertullian* said, he looked forward to 
looking down on those who disagreed with him and would be tortured in Hell. 

(* An early Christian author c. 155 —c. 240 AD). 
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E: Are you sure Tertullian expressed 
himself that way? Sounds like a lofty 
claim. Can you back it up textually? 


D: Yes | can! The reference to Tertullian 
looking forward to witnessing the 
punishment of those in Hell comes from 
his work "De Spectaculis," or "On the 
Spectacles." Tertullian wrote extensively 
on Christian doctrine and was known for 
his apologetic and polemical works. In 


s* a = : "De Spectaculis," which critiques Roman 
THAT HE CREATED|HELE entertainment practices, he imagines the 
UST IN CASE YOU DONT fy ofthe ghteosnwtesing the 


divine justice meted out to the wicked. 


E: Can you provide an excerpt from his writings? 
D: Yes. Here’s a relevant excerpt from "De Spectaculis" (Chapter 30). \t goes as follows: 


"What a spectacle that will be at the moment of the last and final judgment, when all the nations are gathered 
together! What joy and exultation and glory without end, to see so many powerful monarchs, who were said to have 
been received up into heaven, together with Jove himself and all those who publicly supported their claims to have 
been gods, groaning in the lowest depths of darkness! Then to see the magistrates who persecuted the name of the 
Lord melting in flames more fierce than those with which they proudly raged against the Christians! Then the sage 
philosophers blushing in red-hot fires with their scholars, as they see their teachings about the world’s end 
confounded by its conflagration! Then the poets trembling before the judgment-seat, not of Minos, but of Christ! 
Then the tragedians, more tuneful in the expression of their own suffering; then the charioteers glowing all the more 
in the wheel of fire, and the athletes taking on more and more weight from the mass of lead!" 


E: That's an absolutely horrifying description! It's scary to think that most of the world's population will end up like 
that. 


bY : E 
D: Yes! A God who created a Hell like that is a failure. Let's say | detect ail uncontessed sin: 
you repent and ask Jesus to be your savior; if that's the j cantheal you until you | 


measuring stick, then a lot of people won't be included in confess it "W 
that. The argument that "they could have been saved if they cat 2 ioe 
just asked" doesn't hold. Only about 30% of the world's 
population identifies as Christians, and many of those are not 
even seen as "real" Christians, such as Mormons etc. That 
means that at least 70% are going to Hell. 


E: Doesn't the Bible state that God doesn't want anyone to 
perish? So is this happening beyond God's will? Has God lost 
power over Hell? 


D: Yes, this indicates that God has then lost control over his 
entire enterprise; God has indeed failed! 
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The quote that refers to God not wanting anyone to perish can be found in 2 Peter 3:9: 


"The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not 
wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance." 


E: so wouldn’t a real God want to protect us from impending torment? 


D: Some hardcore believers say, "God gave you a choice," well, we as parents can give our kids a choice too: we don't 
let them run into a fire or cross the street without looking. A God willing to throw his children into a fiery abyss is 
more like a drunken abusive Father, who you'd better avoid. And yet, this is the image of God that the church has 
indoctrinated people with since at least 400 A.D. 


E: And why would you say that God is often portrayed as “threatful”? 
= ae D: Well, If you're a parent and you want your child to clean up their 
4 Rin \ j room, do you then engage with your child, or do you resort to 
rin FATHER threats? It's quite easy to see that a parent with a good relationship 
yy . “@ can gain compliance by just asking. We don't really need to resort to 
y Be threats. Is a mom saying to her child in the grocery store, "Come on, 
or I'll leave you here," a good mom? Is that the best we have to offer 
in parenting? 


The threat, however, is empty; it doesn't mean that you will leave 
the child in the grocery store. If you, as a parent, did that, it would 
just diminish your credibility as a parent, and you have not increased 
or strengthened a positive relationship. This is what you say when 
you're afraid that you can't control someone: "You do what | say, or 
else!" 


D: Absolutely. Can you see that it's a low-level motivation from someone who doesn't know how to handle their 
authority? Motivating people by threatening them calls out our worst instincts. "As long as you live under this roof, 


you'lldo as! say!", "I'll kick you out of here, you'll live on the streets!". You see how basically all healthy relationships 
have broken down at this point? "/'I/ put you in a burning fire forever!" 


E: | guess only a weak God would act through “empty threats”. 


Can you now see why a person would really want to invent the idea of Hell? And that people in power could use it to 
their advantage? 


E: Now | can see why a person would really want to invent the idea of a Hell; to use as an advantage over others! 


D: Yes. Powerful people throughout history have done that to those they wanted to subjugate and control. Those in 
power have lied to the people; it's nothing new! The concept of Hell gives permission to the worst among us (and 
our worst instincts) to become self-appointed henchmen of a false God. 


Kings, emperors, and religious leaders throughout history have terrified others to get control over them. From the 
leaders of the Inquisition to abusive priests and pastors, youth leaders, and even parents, it's clear that fear and 
punishment are used, but these are the lowest grade of motivators. They are effective and easy to employ — but they 
destroy people. 
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E: Yes, terror is the easiest motivator but also the most damaging. 


D: That’s so true, but the best motivator is — surprise — Love! And this is what Jesus taught. Even the most 
psychopathic of humans would not go to the length of wanting to torture someone for eternity — even if it was 
their worst enemy. A God willing to do that is more akin to a demon or the Devil himself. 


E: How can God love us and at the same time use fear to motivate us? 


D: Exactly! A scenario like presupposes that love is weaker than fear! It means that God's all-encompassing love, even 
though it's magnificent, is lacking — and that we'd better have a backup plan. 


What if a wife wants to make breakfast for her husband, and she says, "Honey, what about eggs and toast?", and he 
says "yeah, sure", and then he sits down at the table, sips his coffee, and places a gun next to the cup. And the wife 
points at the gun and asks, "What's that for?" and he responds, "Oh, we won't need that. It's just in case you fail to 
make my breakfast the way | like it". 


Now everything has changed; initially, the wife was more than happy to make breakfast, out of affection and love, 
but now she's terrified. It was an interaction based on love, but now there's no love left in it — even though he would 
never use the gun, the fact that it's there, that he would introduce it — completely changes the relationship — forever. 
There's no recovering from that. 


If God needs a gun (Hell) to back up His all-encompassing love, then that love is not "magnificent"! Real love, on 
the table, drives away fear — and upholds magnificence. 


The False claim of Original Sin CREATES HUMANS WIth 


E: Did Jesus teach the concept of "Original Sin" in the : co 
Gospels? ORIGINAL SIN 
(=~ 


D: No, Jesus did not explicitly teach the concept of "Original De: 
Sin" as it is understood in later Christian theology. His 
teachings focused more on personal repentance, 
forgiveness, and moral integrity based on individual actions 
and choices. 


E: How do Jesus' teachings on repentance and forgiveness 
relate to the idea of "Original Sin"? 


D: Jesus emphasized the importance of personal repentance 
and the availability of God's forgiveness, suggesting 
individual responsibility for one's sins rather than attributing 


PUNISHES THEM FOR IT 


sinfulness to an inherent condition inherited from Adam and Eve. For example, He stated in Luke 5:32, "/ have not 


come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance." 
E: What did Jesus say about children that might contrast with the concept of "Original Sin"? 


D: Jesus often highlighted the innocence and purity of children as models for entering the Kingdom of Heaven. In 
Matthew 18:3, He said, "Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the 
kingdom of heaven." This view of children as exemplars of faith and purity contrasts with the idea of them being 
born with inherited sin. 
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E: Can you give examples of Jesus' teachings that focus on 
actions and choices rather than inherited sin? 


D: Jesus taught through parables like the Good Samaritan 
and the Prodigal Son*, which emphasize the importance of 
compassionate actions and the possibility of forgiveness and 
restoration based on one's choices. These teachings advocate 
for righteous living and moral accountability rather than 
focusing on an inherited sinful nature. 

(* Luke 10:25-37 and Luke 15:11-32). 


E: Can you elaborate on that? 


D: In the parable of the Good Samaritan, Jesus responds to a 
lawyer's question about who qualifies as a neighbor. The story 
involves a man beaten by robbers and left for dead. A priest 
and a Levite, both respected figures in Jewish society, pass by 
without helping. In contrast, a Samaritan, considered an 
outsider and enemy by the Jewish people, stops to assist, 
showing compassion and care. 


E: So this is about mercy over social boundaries? 


D: You might say that. The Samaritan's actions reflect God's 
willingness to cross societal and religious boundaries to extend mercy and care. It suggests that God's love and 
forgiveness are not confined by human divisions. 


E: So the Samaritan not only feels pity but also takes concrete actions to aid the wounded man, mirroring God's 
active involvement in healing and restoring individuals? 


D: Yes, it’s about active compassion. 

E: What about the parable of the Prodigal Son? 

D: This parable tells of a younger son who demands his inheritance early, squanders it in reckless living, and returns 
home in shame, hoping for mercy. Instead of punishment or rejection, the father welcomes him with open arms, 


celebrating his return. 


E: And the older son, who stayed and worked diligently, becomes resentful of the father's generous forgiveness 
toward his brother? 


D: Yes, but that’s not the point of the story. The point is that the father eagerly awaits his son's return and forgives 
him without hesitation. 


E: You mean that the father's response to the prodigal son's return illustrates God's unconditional love and readiness 
to forgive, regardless of the depth of one's transgressions? 


D: Yes, the father's celebration of the son's return emphasizes that God rejoices in the repentance of sinners more 
than the righteous adherence of those who believe they are without fault. 
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E: So it’s first and foremost about reconciliation? 


D: Yes, | would contend that the parable prioritizes reconciliation and restoration over strict justice or retribution, 
showcasing God's desire for a restored relationship with His children, despite their failures. God cannot “conceive” 
of any sin, or transgression. It’s inconceivable to Him. 


Missing the Mark 


E: So are you suggesting that Sin doesn’t exist 
at all? 


D: No, not at all. But sin only means to 
transgress, to make a “mistake”, and mistakes 
can be corrected. Sin actually means to “miss 


the mark”. 
E: Tell me more. 


D: The concept of sin as "missing the mark" originates from the Greek word "hamartia" (auaptia), used in the New 
Testament, which translates literally to "missing the mark" or "erring." This term was historically used in the context 
of archery to describe an arrow that fails to hit the intended target. It suggests a deviation from the path of 
righteousness and a failure to embody the virtues that God desires for humanity. 


E: So, understanding sin in this way—as a mistake or an error rather than an inherent or irredeemable flaw—implies 
that it can be corrected? 


D: Yes. This perspective emphasizes growth, learning, and the potential for redemption, offering a more hopeful view 
of human nature and divine forgiveness. 


Here's how this understanding facilitates the correction of 
sin: 


E: So if sin is seen as "missing the mark," then 
acknowledging one's errors (repentance) and striving to 
correct them, then you would suggest that this aligns with 


the biblical theme of forgiveness? 


f) () | N ) D: Absolutely. Scriptures like 1 John 1:9 underscore this: "If 
B we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive 


us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness." This 
verse suggests that confession and repentance are the 
means through which we can realign with God's standards. 


E: It's like a sudden realization that you can't make 
changes, without first realizing the mistake - that you did 
something wrong? 


D: Yes. You cannot improve what is not known. You cannot 
“renew” your mind, if the error is not first seen. Romans 
12:2, for instance, urges believers not to conform to the 
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pattern of this world but to be transformed by the renewing 
of their minds. Understanding sin as correctable mistakes 
encourages believers to seek continual growth and 
transformation in their spiritual journey. 


E: And when you realize your own flaws, is it harder to judge 
others for theirs? 


D: Yes. That’s why Jesus Says: 

“Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s 
eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? How 
can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of 
your eye,’ when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? 
You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and 
then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your 
brother’s eye”. (Matthew 7:3-5). 


E: And that’s when God's grace descends upon you? 


D: Yes. God's love and forgiveness are unmerited and offered 

freely to humanity. Ephesians 2:8-9 explains that it is by grace through faith that people are saved, not by works, 
underscoring that God's forgiveness and salvation are gifts that can correct the trajectory of those who have "missed 
the mark." 


But surely viewing sin as "missing the mark" must also have practical implications for ethical and moral behavior, so 
called “good works”? 


D: Yes, it does in a way encourage individuals to actively work towards correcting their mistakes through acts of 
kindness, reconciliation, embodying the teachings of Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7). 


E: Any scriptural examples of this? 


D: Well, James argues that faith 
without works is dead, using the 
example of Abraham to show 
that faith is made complete by 
what a person does. Verse 24 
states, "You see that a person is 
considered righteous by what 
they do and not by faith alone." 
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E: So it’s about combining faith 
and good behavior? 


D: | would say so, yes. In the Parable of the Sheep and the Goats (Matthew 25:31-46 ), Jesus teaches that the 
righteous, who are welcomed into the kingdom, are those who have demonstrated love and compassion through 
their actions, such as feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, and visiting the sick and imprisoned. Verse 40 
concludes, "Truly | tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for 


me. 
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Also Titus 3:8 emphasizes the importance of believers 
maintaining good works. It states, "This is a trustworthy 
saying. And | want you to stress these things, so that those 
who have trusted in God may be careful to devote 
themselves to doing what is good. These things are excellent 
and profitable for everyone." 


Although Ephesians 2:8-9 is a clear statement that salvation 
is by grace through faith and not by works, verse 10 follows 
by stating the purpose of our salvation, which includes good 
works: "For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus 
to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to 
do." 


E: How did Jesus interact with individuals considered 
sinners, those who “missed the mark”? 


D: Jesus’ interactions with individuals labeled as sinners 
were characterized by calls to a new life and offers of 
forgiveness. His encounters with people like Zacchaeus and 
the woman caught in adultery focused on their current 
actions and the potential for change, rather than 
condemning them for an inherited sinful condition. 


E: So to conclude, is the doctrine of "Original Sin" found in Jesus' teachings? 


D: | would staunchly say no. The doctrine of "Original Sin" is not found in Jesus' teachings. While He acknowledged 
sin and the need for repentance, the explicit doctrine as developed by theologians like Augustine, which involves the 
fallen state of human nature inherited from the first sin, is not taught by Jesus. His message centered on personal 
responsibility and the transformative relationship with God. 


The Life Review 

E: Can you explain what people describe 
as a "Life review" during near-death 
experiences (NDEs)? 


D: The "life review" is a phenomenon 
often reported by those who have had 
near-death experiences. It involves 
reliving significant moments of one's life, 
sometimes from an outside perspective. 
Remarkably, individuals also experience 
the emotions and impacts of their actions 
through the eyes of others affected by 
them. The review can unfold non-linearly, connecting events by themes or emotions rather than chronological order. 
People describe this as watching a movie of their life at high speed, where they gain insights into how their actions, 
whether kind or cruel, affected others. 


E: How does the "Life review" compare to religious concepts like Hell or Purgatory? 
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D: The "life review" shares several themes with the religious 
ideas of Hell and Purgatory, particularly around moral 
reckoning and spiritual purification. Like Hell, it involves 
confronting one's actions and their impacts, often with 
intense emotional realization, akin to the suffering depicted 
in Hell. However, unlike traditional views of Hell as 
punishment, the life review promotes self-awareness and 
growth. 


Similarly, it parallels Purgatory's concept of purification, 
offering individuals insights for self-improvement and spiritual growth. Both concepts emphasize self-reflection and 
the potential for redemption, albeit through different mechanisms — divine judgment in religious contexts and 
personal introspection during a life review. 


E: In NDEs, does the guide or figure like Jesus judge the person during the life review? 
D: No, in the accounts of near-death 


experiences, the guides — whether 
perceived as beings of light, angels, 


religious figures, or deceased loved ones 
— do not judge the person undergoing 
the life review. Instead, these entities 

5 ss — —_—S 
provide a presence of unconditional love — 


REPORTED BY 
*NEAR-DEATH EXPERIENCERS 


and support. Pe 


The individual judges themselves, often gaining a profound understanding of their life's actions in the compassionate 
company of their guide. This process allows for deep self-reflection and growth, facilitated by an environment of love 
and forgiveness. It’s a personal and introspective journey, contrasting with the notion of external judgment, 
emphasizing personal growth and the evolution of the soul. 


? 


I sensed no emotion from thes A AEC were merely there to ifoan me. 


They felt like the a were guides of some kind. 


Chapter 19 
Jesus: Man, Myth, Legend 


Yeshua ben Joseph 
E: Is it true that Jesus' name was Yeshua ben Joseph? 


D: It's hard to determine Jesus' exact name. However, Jesus is often referred 
to as "Yeshua ben Joseph" in historical or cultural contexts, particularly 
when discussing Jesus outside the traditional Christian theological 
framework. "Ben Joseph" is used to emphasize Jesus' Jewish heritage and 
historical identity. 

(* In Jewish tradition, it was common to refer to a man by his first name 
followed by "ben" (meaning "son of") and his father's name. This practice 
helped distinguish individuals with common names in a community. "Ben Joseph" would simply identify Jesus as the 
son of Joseph). 


E: Can you elaborate on that? 


D: The name "Yeshua" is a common Hebrew name and is the original Hebrew version of the Greek name "Iésous," 
from which the English name "Jesus" derives. "Yeshua" itself means "salvation" or "from Yahweh salvation." 
However, author Paul Wallace proposes that the name should be read as "Salvation from Yahweh". 


The New Testament Gospels provide the primary source of information about Jesus' life and refer to him as being the 
son of Joseph in several passages. For example, Luke 4:22 refers to Jesus as "Joseph’s son," reflecting the 
community's recognition of his paternal lineage. 


Both Matthew 1:16 and Luke 3:23 provide genealogies of Jesus, tracing his lineage through Joseph to King David and 
further back to Abraham, which was significant for fulfilling Old Testament prophecies concerning the Messiah's 
lineage. 


Jehoshua Ben-Pandira or Ben-Perachia? 
E: Some scholars also think that his name was Jehoshua Ben-Pandira, a figure 
mentioned in the Jewish Talmud. How does this relate to the historical Jesus? 


Jesus Ben Sandixa, 
the histerical Chiist 


D: It is true that the Talmud mentions a figure named Jehoshua Ben-Pandira. 
Some scholars speculate on a connection between him and the historical 
Jesus due to the similarities in name and certain biographical details. 
However, the timelines and specific attributes often do not align with the New 
Testament accounts, making direct identification challenging. Some scholars 
also identify Jesus as a certain Jehoshua Ben-Perachia. 


E: So who was this Jehoshua Ben-Perachia, and what is his significance in 
relation to Jehoshua Ben-Pandira? 


D: Jehoshua Ben-Perachia was a notable rabbinic figure and a president of the 
Sanhedrin, mentioned in Jewish tradition. According to some narratives, 
Jehoshua Ben-Pandira was a disciple of Ben-Perachia. This association places 
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Ben-Pandira within a significant historical and religious lineage, 
although it raises questions about the timeline that seems to 
predate the commonly accepted period for Jesus of Nazareth's 
life. 


E: How do the dates mentioned for Jehoshua Ben-Pandira's 
existence compare with the traditional timeline for Jesus of 
Nazareth? 


D: The dates suggested for Jehoshua Ben-Pandira's existence, 
including references to the reign of Jewish King Alexander 
Jannaeus and subsequent events, indicate that he may have 
lived more than a century before the Jesus of the Gospels. This 
presents a chronological discrepancy that complicates any 
direct identification with the biblical Jesus. 


E: What challenges do scholars face in linking Jehoshua Ben- 
Pandira to the New Testament Jesus? 


D: Scholars face several challenges, including chronological 
discrepancies, the potential for multiple individuals with similar 
names, and the interpretive complexities of ancient texts. The 


Talmudic references to Jehoshua Ben-Pandira provide an intriguing but inconclusive connection to the New 
Testament Jesus, highlighting the need for careful scholarly analysis and interpretation. 


E: How was Jehoshua Ben-Pandira executed according to the Talmud? 


portrayals. 


biblical Jesus. 
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D: The Talmud describes Jehoshua Ben-Pandira as being stoned to 
death and then hanged or crucified on a tree. This method of 
execution bears some resemblance to the crucifixion of Jesus as 
described in the New Testament, though the Talmudic account 
emphasizes his role as a wizard, which differs from New Testament 


E: What is the historical context of Jehoshua Ben-Pandira's life 
according to the Talmud? 


D: Jehoshua Ben-Pandira is placed in the historical context of the 
reign of Jewish King Alexander Jannaeus and his widow, Queen 
Salome Alexandra. Their reigns provide a timeframe that predates 
the commonly accepted period for Jesus of Nazareth's life, leading to 
questions about the direct identification of Ben-Pandira with the 


E: Do rabbinical interpretations accept Jehoshua Ben-Pandira as 


being the same as Jesus of Nazareth? 


D: No, rabbinical tradition and Jewish scholars, such as Rabbi Jechiels 
and Rabbi Salman Zevi, consistently deny that the Talmudic 


references to Jehoshua Ben-Pandira pertain to Jesus of Nazareth*. They provide various reasons, including 
chronological discrepancies and differences in teachings, to argue against conflating the two figures. 
(* See Jesus in the Talmud" by Peter Schafer). 


E: Are there historical references to Jesus of Nazareth outside of Christian scriptures? 


D: Yes, there are historical references to Jesus outside of Christian scriptures, notably by Flavius Josephus, Justus of 
Tiberias, and in writings against Christians by Celsus. However, the authenticity and interpretation of Josephus's 
references, particularly the Testimonium Flavianum, have been subject to debate among scholars. The references are 
seen by some as evidence of Jesus's historical existence, though the extent of Christian interpolation in Josephus's 
works is contested. 


Jesus the Magician? 
E: What does Justin Martyr mean by "blasphemous writings of the Jews about Jesus"? 


D: Justin Martyr, an early Christian 
apologist, refers to Jewish writings that 
discuss a figure resembling Jesus but 
identified as Jehoshua Ben-Pandira. He 
considered these accounts ey J E S U S 
blasphemous because they portrayed a { 

different narrative about Jesus’ life and 


death, focusing on a figure known to ~ be F 

Jewish tradition as a magician who eT MAG i C IA N ? 
learned sorcery in Egypt and was Px. 
executed for such practices. 


E: How does Celsus view Jesus, and 
what does this tell us about early Christian and anti-Christian writings? 


D: Celsus, a 2nd-century Greek philosopher, wrote "True Logos," criticizing Christianity. He referenced a Jesus who 
was not a divine Word (Logos) but a man skilled in sorcery, echoing stories about Jehoshua Ben-Pandira. Celsus's 
work, considered a significant anti-Christian text, highlights early debates about Jesus' nature and the challenges 
Christians faced in defending their faith against such critiques. 


E: How does Irenaeus' tradition about Jesus' age challenge conventional Gospel accounts? 


D: Irenaeus, an early Church Father, relayed a tradition that Jesus lived to be an older man, contradicting the Gospel 
accounts of his crucifixion in his early 30s. This tradition could be seen as aligning more closely with the life of 
Jehoshua Ben-Pandira, who may have been executed at an older age, offering an alternative perspective on Jesus' life 
and the diversity of early Christian traditions. 


E: Can Jehoshua Ben-Pandira be conclusively identified with Jesus of Nazareth? 


D: Based on the available evidence and scholarly analysis, Jehoshua Ben-Pandira cannot be conclusively identified 
with Jesus of Nazareth. The significant historical, chronological, and contextual differences between the Talmudic 
account of Ben-Pandira and the New Testament accounts of Jesus caution against direct identification. The discussion 
highlights the complexities of ancient textual interpretation and the need for careful consideration of diverse sources 
and perspectives in historical and religious studies. 
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Mythical Origins of the Virgin Mother 


E: What is the significance of the mythical Christ being born of a Virgin Mother in relation to ancient mythology? 


D: The motif of a virgin birth is common in various mythologies, including ancient Egyptian. The story of Mut-em-ua, 
the virgin mother, predates Christian narratives and illustrates the mythological basis for miraculous births. This 
suggests that the Christian concept of the Virgin Birth may have roots in or be influenced by earlier mythological 
traditions*. 

(* Suggested reading: The Virgin: Mary's Cult and the Re-emergence of the Goddess" by Geoffrey Ashe: Ashe's book 
looks at the figure of Mary in Christianity, tracing her veneration back to earlier goddess worship and the concept of 
the Virgin Mother in various mythologies. It's an intriguing exploration of how Mary embodies aspects of the divine 
feminine found in ancient religions. See also: The Myth of the Goddess: Evolution of an Image" by Anne Baring and 
Jules Cashford). 
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E: Why do some view the virgin birth as 
questionable? 


D: The virgin birth of Jesus is seen as 
questionable because it aligns with stories 
of pagan gods born of virgins, potentially 
adopted to attract pagans to early 
Christianity. Mary's actions in the Gospel 
of Mark, where she thinks Jesus is "beside 
himself," and the lack of mention by key 


ff 


figures like Paul and Peter, further cast ie 
Babilonia 


doubt on this belief. 


E: How can Jesus being "beside himself" 
prove that there was no virgin birth? 


D: The skepticism about the virgin birth 
due to Mary's reaction when Jesus was 
"beside himself" suggests that if Mary had 
experienced a virgin birth, she would likely 
have had a deep understanding of Jesus' 


significant role and divine origin. Her 
behavior, as depicted in Mark 3:21, where she and other relatives sought to take Jesus home, thinking he was out of 
his mind, raises questions about her awareness of his miraculous conception, challenging the narrative of a virgin 
birth. 


E: How do the scenes depicted in the Temple of Luxor relate to the Christian nativity story? 

D: The scenes from the Temple of Luxor, dating back to the reign of Amenhotep Ill, closely mirror the Christian 
nativity story, including divine announcement, conception, birth, and adoration. This parallel indicates that early 
Christian storytellers might have drawn from a broader mythological vocabulary that includes themes of divine birth 


and adoration found in ancient Egyptian religion. 


E: Can you explain the astronomical and sociological origins of religious narratives? 
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D: Religious narratives often have astronomical alignments, such as the Metonic Cycle* and equinoxes, which 
influence the timing of religious festivals. These narratives also reflect sociological origins, where mythological figures 
embody natural phenomena or societal roles, showing that religious stories can evolve from natural and social 
contexts rather than strict historical events. 

(* The Metonic Cycle is a period of approximately 19 years that aligns the lunar months with the solar year. This cycle 
is significant in calendars that aim to synchronize the lunar and solar years, such as the Hebrew calendar, because it 
helps predict when lunar and solar events, like eclipses, will occur). 


E: How does the transition from mythological to historical narratives affect our understanding of religious stories? 


D: The adaptation of mythological motifs into historical narratives in religious texts suggests a process by which 
religious stories evolve. By integrating mythical elements with historical settings, religious narratives convey spiritual 
truths through symbols and stories that resonate across cultures, highlighting the fluid nature of religious traditions. 
E: How does distinguishing between the historical Jesus and the mythical Christ help us understand Christian 
tradition? 


D: Distinguishing between the historical Jesus and the mythical Christ is vital for understanding Christian tradition. It 
highlights the relationship between Jesus as a person who lived in history and Christ as a theological and 
mythological figure. This distinction allows for a deeper exploration of the layers of meaning in Christian narratives, 
emphasizing the spiritual and symbolic dimensions of the figure of Jesus. 


Jesus born in the Cave of Mithras? 

E: How does the difference in crucifixion dates 
between the first three Gospels in the New Testament 
and John indicate an astronomical origin? 


D: The discrepancy between the Synoptics*, which say 
Jesus was crucified on the 15th of Nisan, and John, 
which asserts it was the 14th, can't be reconciled 
within a historical framework. However, this difference 
aligns with astronomical calculations related to the full 
moon of Easter, suggesting the crucifixion narrative 
might have an astronomical basis, similar to ancient 
Egyptian traditions where significant events are 
marked by specific lunar and solar dates. 

(* Clarification: The term "Synoptics" refers to the first 
three Gospels in the New Testament: Matthew, Mark, and Luke. 
These Gospels are called "Synoptic" because they include many 
of the same stories, often in a similar sequence and with similar 
wording, allowing them to be viewed together or "seen 
together", syn-optic). 


E: What significance does Plutarch’s mention of Mithras have in 
understanding Jesus' story? 


D: Plutarch's mention of Mithras, born in a cave around 70 B.C., 
highlights how the birthplace and narrative of divine figures 
were influenced by astronomical phenomena. The Mithraic 
tradition of celebrating the birth of Mithras in a cave parallels 
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the Christian nativity story, suggesting a syncretism of mythological and 
astronomical elements in the formation of religious narratives. 


E: So how exactly does the "Cave of Mithras" relate to the birth of Jesus? 


D: The "Cave of Mithras," identified as the birthplace of the Sun during the 
Winter Solstice, mirrors the Christian narrative of Jesus’ birth in a cave or 
stable. This association is rooted in ancient celebrations of the rebirth of the 
sun, further indicating the mythical and astronomical underpinnings of the 
story of Jesus’ birth. 


E: Can you explain the significance of the birth of Jesus being associated with 
specific astrological signs? 


D: The association of Jesus' birth with astrological signs like the Sea-Goat 
(Capricorn) and the Ram in ancient traditions, such as those of Egypt and 
Mithraism, underscores the allegorical and precessional nature of these 
narratives. These connections indicate that the story of Jesus, like those of 
other messianic figures, was influenced by the precessional movement of the 
equinoxes and the symbolic meanings attributed to different zodiac signs. 


Age of Pisces and the Fish-man 
E: What does the tradition of the "Three Kings" and the "Fish-man" Messiah tell us about the origins of the Jesus 
story? 


D: The tradition of the "Three Kings," linked to the stars in Orion's Belt (which we’ve already mentioned), and the 
concept of a "Fish-man" Messiah emerging in the age of Pisces, highlight the deep roots of the Jesus narrative in 
astronomical allegory and precessional cycles. 


E: Can you please make that a bit more understandable? 


D: No problem. The age of Pisces, associated with the symbol of 
the fish, began around the 1st century BCE to the 1st century CE, 
coinciding with the time traditionally attributed to the life of Jesus 
Christ. The symbol of the fish has early Christian associations, 
notably through the Greek word for fish, "Ichthys," which was 
used as an acronym for "Jesus Christ, Son of God, Savior*". 
(*/€sous Christos, Theou Yios, SOtér). 


The idea of a "Fish-man" Messiah emerging during this period can 
be understood as an astronomical allegory, suggesting that the 
narrative of Jesus aligns with the transition into the astrological 
age of Pisces. This interpretation views the Christian story, and 
specifically the symbolism of Jesus and the fish, as deeply 
intertwined with celestial movements and the symbolism of the 
Zodiac. \t posits that just as the precession of the equinoxes 
heralds a new astrological age, the arrival of Jesus heralded a new spiritual age for humanity, in alignment with the 


traits and themes associated with Pisces, such as sacrifice, redemption, and renewal. 
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E: How do these mythological and astronomical origins affect the historical validity of the Gospels? 


D: The alignment of Gospel narratives with ancient mythological and astronomical traditions suggests that the 
historical accounts of Jesus' life may have been influenced by earlier stories that served allegorical or symbolic 
purposes. This confluence of mythology, astronomy, and religion challenges the purely historical interpretation of the 
Gospels, proposing instead that these narratives operate on multiple levels of meaning, incorporating universal 
themes of rebirth, redemption, and cosmic cycles. 


E: Does all this refer back to the tales of Oannes, and Dagon, that we talked about earlier? 


D: Yes. I’m glad you brought that up again. The "Fish-man" Messiah, such as Oannes coming from the primordial 
depths, representing divine knowledge imparted to humanity. 


E: How does the narrative of Jesus align with this? 


D: The narrative of Jesus shares similarities with the fish-man deity instructing humanity and not consuming food, 
to emphasize his divine nature. The Gospel narratives include moments where Jesus emphasizes that his sustenance 
comes from doing the will of God, rather than from physical food. For example, when Jesus says, "I have food to eat 
that you know nothing about...My food is to do the 
will of him who sent me and to finish his work" 
(John 4:32-34), it highlights his spiritual mission and 
divine essence, paralleling the motif of the divine 
teacher who is sustained not by physical means but 
by a higher purpose or divine will. 


E: What is the significance of the "sign of Jonas" 
mentioned by Jesus? 


D: The "sign of Jonas" refers to the story of Jonah, 
who spent three days in the belly of a great fish, 
mirroring the three days Jesus spent in the tomb 
before his resurrection. This sign can be interpreted 
as symbolizing rebirth and renewal. It also connects Jesus to ancient fish-man deities, underscoring the cyclical 
nature of mythological narratives and their influence on the Christian story. 


E: How does the birth date of 255 B.C. for the celestial Christ relate to early Christian symbolism? 


D: The date of 255 B.C., marking the beginning of the Age of Pisces, is significant in astrological terms and aligns with 
the symbol of the fish in Christianity. Early Christians were called "little fishes," reflecting the astrological age and the 
symbolic association of Jesus with the fish. This date represents a period of rebirth and aligns with the transition into 
a new astrological era, further embedding the Jesus narrative within a broader mythological and astronomical 
context. 


Jesus the Egyptian “Potter” 


E: How is the Messiah in Christianity similar to deities from Egyptian mythology? 


D: The Christian Messiah shares multiple attributes with Egyptian deities such as Horus, Har-Khuti, Khonsu, and lu. 
For example, both Christ and Horus are called the Good Shepherd, the Lamb of God, and the Bread of Life, among 
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other titles. These parallels suggest that the portrayal of 
Christ in the Gospels incorporates elements from these 
earlier deities, reflecting a blend of mythological motifs. 


E: What is the significance of the "only-begotten God" in 
Egyptian mythology, particularly in relation to the 
beetle? 


D: In Egyptian mythology, the "only-begotten God" is 
symbolized by the scarabaeus*, or beetle, which Hor- 
Apollo notes is used to signify an only-begotten being or 
a father because the beetle is considered self-produced, 
without conception from a female. This symbol 
underscores themes of self-generation and renewal, 
central to the Egyptian understanding of divinity and 
creation. 

(* See: Ancient Egypt The Light of the World: Vol. 1 and 2, by 
Gerald Massey). 


E: How did early Christian theologians like Ambrose and 
Augustine interpret the beetle symbol in relation to Christ? 


D: Early Christian Fathers, including Ambrose and Augustine, 
drew parallels between Christ and the "good Scarabaeus," or 
beetle. By identifying Jesus with this symbol, they incorporated 
the Egyptian emblem of renewal and self-generation into 
Christian theology. 


E: What does the continuation of Kamite symbols in Christian 
theology suggest about the portrayal of Jesus' profession? 


D: These ancient Egyptian symbols 
in Christian theology led some 
sects to view Jesus not as a 
carpenter, as traditionally 
depicted, but as a potter. |n 
Egyptian mythology, the only- 
begotten Beetle-God is depicted 
sitting at the potter's wheel, 
forming an egg or shaping a vase, 
which are symbols of creation. ; 
This imagery represents the = The Human Skull 

Beetle-God as the Potter - = 

personified, embodying the divine act of creation and regeneration, similar to how the scarab beetle is seen as a 
symbol of self-generation and renewal. Here’s some quotes to illustrate this further: 


" Egyptian Scarab Beetle 
& 


Isaiah 64:8 
"Yet you, Lord, are our Father. We are the clay, you are the potter, we are all the work of your hand." 
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Jeremiah 18:1-6 

"This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: 'Go down to the potter’s house, and there | will give you my 
message.' So | went down to the potter’s house, and | saw him working at the wheel. But the pot he was shaping 
from the clay was marred in his hands; so the potter formed it into another pot, shaping it as seemed best to him. 


Then the word of the Lord came to me. He said, 'Can | not do with you, Israel, as this potter does?’ declares the Lord. 
‘Like clay in the hand of the potter, so are you in my hand, Israel." 


Khonsu the Healer and Exorcist 
E: How is the God Khonsu from Egyptian mythology related to Luke's portrayal of Christ? 


D: The God Khonsu in Egyptian mythology*, known as the Divine Healer and a supreme figure in casting out demons 
and expelling possessing spirits, shares similarities with Luke's portrayal of Christ as the Great Exorciser. Khonsu's 
characterization as the "Great God, the driver away of possession" mirrors the role Christ plays in Luke's Gospel, 
where he heals those afflicted by evil spirits. This parallel suggests that Luke's depiction of Christ's healing ministry 
may have been influenced by or shares thematic elements with ancient concepts of divine healers like Khonsu. 

(* Khonsu is the ancient 
Egyptian god of the Moon. 
His name means ‘traveller’, 
and this may relate to the 
perceived nightly travel of the 
Moon across the sky). 


E: What does it mean that the 
God Khonsu is "Lord over the 
pig," and how does this relate 
to Typhon? 

D: In Egyptian mythology, 
Khonsu being "Lord over the 
pig" signifies his dominion 
over symbols associated with chaos and evil, represented by the pig, a creature linked to Typhon, a figure of disorder 
in Greek mythology. Khonsu's role involves subjugating and controlling these forces, as shown in his offering of the 
pig as a sacrifice. This act symbolizes the overcoming or pacification of chaos and malevolence. 
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E: How does the transformation into a black pig relate to the narrative in Luke's Gospel? 


D: The reference to a condemned one being transformed into a black pig by Horus, and the narrative in Luke's Gospel 
where Jesus allows demons, named Legion, to enter a herd of swine, both illustrate the theme of evil being cast out 
or redirected into a symbolic vessel of impurity—the pig. This parallel highlights a shared motif between ancient 
Egyptian mythology and Christian scripture, emphasizing the divine figure's authority over evil forces. 


E: How does this connection between Khonsu and the narratives in Luke's Gospel suggest a relationship to ancient 
deities? 


D: The connection suggests that Luke's portrayal of Christ as an exorcist, particularly in the story of Legion, may draw 
on or parallel ancient mythological themes, such as those associated with Khonsu. The ability to command evil spirits 
and their association with pigs as vessels for these spirits aligns Christ's actions with those of a divine healer and 
protector like Khonsu, further indicating that the narratives of Christ might reflect a broader tapestry of mythological 
motifs related to the battle against chaos and evil. 
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Ra and Christ 


E: How does the "Litany of Ra" relate to the 
characteristics assigned to Christ in the Gospels? 


D: The "Litany of Ra*" addresses the Sun-God Ra in 
various roles that parallel those of Christ in the Gospels. 
For instance, Ra's depiction as the Supreme Power and a 
beetle resting in the Empyrean mirrors Christ's claim, "I 
and the Father are one," indicating a father-son unity. 
Similarly, Ra as the "Soul that speaks" corresponds to 
Christ being the Word, emphasizing divine 
communication and presence. 

(* The Litany of Ra dates back to the New Kingdom 
period of ancient Egypt, specifically to the 18th Dynasty, 
around the time of the reign of Thutmose III (1479-1425 
BCE) to Amenhotep III (1386-1353 BCE). 


Drinking venom without harm 


E: What similarities exist between Ra and Christ regarding power over venom and serpents? 


D: Ra's role as the destroyer of venom is echoed in Christ's assurance that his followers could handle serpents or 
drink poison without harm, showcasing divine protection and authority over dangerous forces. 


E: Can you explain the portrayal of Ra and Jesus as outcasts and afflicted figures? 


D: Both Ra and Jesus are depicted as suffering or outcast figures. Ra, described as the "timid one" who weeps, 
mirrors Jesus' sorrow over Jerusalem and his weeping, reflecting their compassion and empathy towards those they 
wish to save. 


E: How is the motif of resurrection represented in both Egyptian 
mythology and the Gospels? 


D: Ra's command to the mummy to "Come forth" is paralleled in 
the Gospel narrative where Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead 
with a similar command. This parallel underscores themes of 
resurrection and life after death in both traditions. 


E: How do Ra and Christ embody the concept of divine judgement 
and destruction? 


D: Ra, as the "burning one" who sends fire upon the rebels, 
shares characteristics with Christ's depiction as the Baptizer with 
fire and the one who will judge and cast the wicked into 
everlasting fire. This shared imagery underlines the divine 


authority to judge and purify. 
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Jesus, Osiris and Horus 
Mount of Transfiguration 


E: What does the Mount of Transfiguration scene in the Gospels borrow from Egyptian mythology? 


D: The Mount of Transfiguration scene in the Gospels, where Jesus' divinity is revealed, draws from the Egyptian 
myth of Osiris ascending into the Mount of Transfiguration in the Moon. The comparison highlights the motif of 
divine transformation and enlightenment, with both scenes occurring after six days, symbolizing renewal and 
revelation of the divine essence. 


E: How does the Egyptian calendar relate to the myth of Osiris and Horus*? 
(* Christ in Egypt: The Horus-Jesus Connection, by D.M Murdock). 


D: In ancient Egypt, the year 
began at the Summer Solstice, 
marking a period when the sun, 
symbolizing Osiris, diminished in 
strength and size, akin to the 
mythological transition from Osiris 
to his son, Horus, the child. This 
cycle represented Osiris's death 
and descent into the underworld, 
followed by his rebirth as Horus, 
the virile sun, symbolizing 
resurrection at Easter. This dual 
aspect of Horus, as both child and 
adult, mirrors the dual nature of 
Christ in the Gospels. 


Jesus's adulthood at the age of 30 


E: What significance does the age of 30 have in ancient Egyptian mythology? 


D: In ancient Egyptian culture, reaching 30 years of age marked the attainment of full adultship, symbolizing maturity 
and strength. This is reflected in the myth of Horus, who transitions from the vulnerable child Horus, depicted as the 
perpetual child up to the age of 12, to the virile Horus, the adult of 30 years, embodying the fullness of manhood 
and divine power. This age of maturity is also significant in Roman culture, as indicated by the Lex Pappia. 


E: How are the two phases of Horus's life reflected in the Gospels' portrayal of Jesus? 


D: The Gospels of the New Testament mirror the two distinct phases of Horus's life through the depiction of Jesus's 
childhood and his adulthood at the age of 30. Luke's Gospel highlights Jesus as a prodigious youth, growing in 
wisdom and stature, reminiscent of Horus the child's period. The narrative then progresses to Jesus's baptism and 
anointing at about 30 years of age, symbolizing his transition to full adultship and messiahship, similar to the adult, 
virile Horus in Egyptian mythology. 
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Anointment 
E: What does the earliest anointing signify in ancient religious rites? 


D: The earliest anointing signified the consecration of puberty, marking the transition of a child to full adult status. 
This rite of passage was integral in ancient religions, symbolizing a young person's readiness to take on adult roles 
and responsibilities within their community or spiritual life. 


Baptism 
E: How does the transformation at baptism relate to Horus and Jesus? 


D: In the transformation scene of baptism, similar to the second Horus being reborn of the father, Jesus is 
acknowledged as the adult, fully matured son by a voice from heaven. This event symbolizes Jesus's transition into 
full adultship, paralleling the Egyptian myth where Horus is regenerated and becomes the adult god. The 
descending dove represents the spirit of puberty, highlighting the divine approval of this transformation. 


E: Why is there a gap in the historical account of Jesus's life between childhood and adulthood? 


Jesus's childhood ending at twelve 


D: The gap in Jesus's historical account, from around the age of twelve to his early thirties, mirrors the Egyptian 
allegory of the double-Horus. Mythologically, childhood ends at twelve, and Horus remains a child until this age. 
The historical narratives then leap to when Jesus is around thirty, the age of full adultship, reflecting a similar pattern 
where the child transitions to a mature role, which the myth explains but history does not cover. 


The two Marys 


E: How does the concept of dual motherhood in mythology relate to 
Jesus? 


D: In mythology, the dual characters of Horus necessitate a double form 
of the mother, leading to the portrayal of two divine sisters, Isis and 
Nephthys. This concept is mirrored in the Gospels with the two Marys, 
both considered mothers of Jesus in different capacities. This dual 
motherhood, challenging to reconcile historically, aligns perfectly with 
mythological narratives that employ such dualities to convey deeper 
spiritual truths. 
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E: Can you explain the battles between Osiris and Typhon, and Horus 
and Sut, in relation to Jesus's struggles? 


D: The mythological battles between Osiris and Typhon, and Horus and 
Sut (the Egyptian Satan), symbolize the eternal struggle between good 
and evil. These conflicts are paralleled in the Gospels through Jesus's 
betrayal by Judas, \eading to his death, and his victory over Satan following his baptism. These narratives reflect the 
cyclical nature of triumph and trial in mythology, where the deity undergoes betrayal, death, and ultimately, 
triumphs, similar to Jesus's own journey through betrayal, crucifixion, and resurrection. 
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The dove's descent 
E: How does the baptism in the Jordan River symbolize transformation in Egyptian mythology? 


D: In Egyptian mythology, crossing the Jordan River, or the Egyptian larutana, symbolized the baptism and 
subsequent transformation of the child Horus into the adult, virile god capable of conquering evil. This baptismal act, 
where Horus gains new strength, is mirrored in the Gospels by Jesus's baptism, marking his own transformation and 
preparation to overcome Satan. The dove's descent on Jesus parallels Horus becoming hawk-headed, both signifying 
the empowered soul at the cusp of maturity, ready to face and defeat the embodiment of evil. 


E: This is all very dense, where did you get all this information from? 


D: I’ve read a lot of books of course (laughs), but for those intrigued by the historical and mythological origins of 
Christianity, | recommend exploring the provocative work of Acharya S/D.M. Murdock. 


This author, an accomplished archaeologist, linguist, and mythologist, presents a compelling case in her book, 
arguing that the narrative of Jesus Christ and the foundations of Christianity were not the product of a singular 
historical figure's life. Instead, Murdock suggests that this narrative was deliberately crafted by amalgamating 
numerous mythical figures such as Mithra, Hercules, Dionysus, Krishna, and Horus, all of whom share striking 
resemblances in their stories with that of Jesus. These resemblances, she posits, stem not from the lived experiences 
of these diverse figures but from a deep-rooted tradition of Astrotheology, which venerates celestial bodies and 
natural phenomena. 


Murdock's thesis further contends that the creation of Christianity and its central story was a strategic move by 
secret societies, mystery schools, and religious groups aiming to consolidate the Roman Empire under a unified state 
religion. This grand scheme involved synthesizing a vast array of pre-existing myths and rituals into the Christian 
narrative familiar to us today. 


E: This sounds rather radical? 


D: Yes. Her analysis provides a radical reevaluation of Christianity's origins*, suggesting it is a synthesis of earlier 
myths designed to serve political and spiritual unification objectives. This book is an essential read for anyone 
interested in the intersection of religion, mythology, and history, offering a challenging yet fascinating perspective on 
the origins of one of the world's major religions. 

(* See: The Christ Conspiracy: The Greatest Story Ever Sold). 


The Woman at the Well 
E: Can the encounter between Christ and the Woman at the Well be found in Egyptian mythology? 


D: Yes, the encounter mirrors a scene in the Egyptian 
Book of the Dead (Ritual), where the woman, akin to 
Nu, the consort of Seb, has parallels with her five star- 
gods born of Seb. Osiris, like Christ, seeks to quench 
his thirst at the well, signifying the creation and 
offering of water, and declares himself as the path out 
of the sepulchre. 


Living water 
E: How does Jesus reveal himself in relation to living water? 


D: Jesus reveals himself as the source of living water that leads to eternal life, echoing Horus's claim of creating 
water and being the way for followers. This concept aligns with the Egyptian understanding of a divine source 
providing life-giving water, symbolizing spiritual nourishment and purification. 


The Pool of Siloam 


E: What is the significance of the Pool of Peace in Egyptian 
texts? 

D: The Pool of Peace, or the Pool of Salem (Siloam), is 
mentioned in Egyptian texts as a place of purification and 
healing, attended by gods at specific times. This concept 
parallels the healing powers attributed to the Pool of Siloam 
in the Gospels, emphasizing the divine origin and function of 
such waters. 


Gathering of the twelve disciples 
E: How are the harvest and the laborers depicted in Egyptian mythology compared to the Gospels? 
D: In Egyptian mythology, the harvest, the Lord of the harvest, and the reapers are depicted alongside the twelve 
helpers, mirroring the Gospel's portrayal of the harvest as plentiful but the laborers few. Jesus's call for laborers and 
his gathering of the twelve disciples resonate with the Egyptian depiction of reapers and the division of labor in the 
fields of the afterlife, underscoring the spiritual significance of harvest as a time of gathering and judgment. 

The multitude fed with seven loaves 
E: How does the "Celestial Diet" in the Egyptian Ritual relate to the Gospel miracles? 
D: In the Egyptian Ritual, Osiris speaks of being nourished under a sycamore tree by Hathor, mentioning seven loaves 
and the bread made by Horus, which parallels the Gospel miracle where a multitude is fed with seven loaves. This 
connection underscores the concept of divine provision and the miraculous multiplication of food. 
Five loaves in one instance and seven in another 

E: What is the significance of the numbers five and seven in the Egyptian Ritual and the Gospels? 
D: In the Egyptian Ritual, five loaves symbolize the bread of earth, and seven loaves represent the bread of heaven, 
both sacred numbers. This distinction is mirrored in the Gospels, where miracles involving the multiplication of bread 
use five loaves in one instance and seven in another, reflecting the heavenly and earthly sustenance. 
E: How do the Gnostics view the origins of Gospel narratives? 
D: The Gnostics believed that celestial beings and scenarios were transposed to earth in the Gospel narratives, 


implying that the original contexts and figures were celestial or zodiacal. This view suggests that to fully understand 
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these narratives, one must consider their astronomical and mythological origins, particularly for elements like the 
"two fishes" and the number of baskets of food remaining after the feeding miracles. 


Jesus walking on water 


E: How does the Egyptian Ritual's portrayal of overcoming water relate to Jesus's walking on water in the Gospels? 


D: In the Egyptian Ritual, there's a chapter on prevailing over water, similar to Jesus walking on water and calming 
the storm in the Gospels. This parallel underscores a thematic link between overcoming chaos and demonstrating 
divine authority over natural elements, which is a motif found both in the Ritual and the Gospel narratives. 


The attempt to take Jesus by force 


E: What does the attempt to take Jesus by force after the miracle of the loaves and fishes signify? 


D: After the miracle of the loaves and fishes, there was an attempt to take Jesus by force, but he withdrew, a scene 
that echoes the Egyptian narrative where the God overcomes adversaries and prevails against stealth and betrayal. 
This sequence of events highlights themes of divine escape and triumph over opposition, resonating with the 
broader motif of divine intervention and protection in both the Egyptian and Christian traditions. 


Jesus dipping the sop and giving it to Judas Iscariot 


E: How does the Egyptian Ritual describe the betrayal and suffering of Osiris 
in relation to bread? 


D: In the Egyptian Ritual, Osiris's adversaries are able to detect him through 
the scent of his bread, which leads to his betrayal and suffering, a narrative 

mirrored in the Gospel of John during the Last Supper. When Jesus dips the one to whom | will “4 
sop and gives it to Judas Iscariot, it signifies the moment of betrayal, give this piece of 
paralleling the Egyptian account where the consumption of bread transports prs when t have 


ipped it in the dish.” 
evil or the devil. John 13:26 


Jesus responding to questions with silence 
E: What does the silence of Osiris and Jesus signify in their respective narratives? 
D: The silence of Osiris and Jesus, particularly during their trials, aligns with the depiction of the "Lord of the Silent 
Body" in the Egyptian Ritual. This title, reflecting a deity who remains silent in the face of accusations, is embodied 


by Jesus during his trial before the High Priest and Herod, where he responds to questions with silence, fulfilling the 
mythic archetype. 


Darkness covering the land from the sixth to the ninth hour 
E: Can you explain the significance of the sixth hour in the narrative of Jesus's crucifixion? 
D: The Gospel mentions darkness covering the land from the sixth to the ninth hour during Jesus's crucifixion, 
symbolizing a solar mystery that is mistakenly placed at the sixth hour of the day. In the Egyptian Ritual, significant 


events occur at the sixth hour of the night, highlighting the solar deity's battle against darkness, underscoring the 
narrative's celestial origins. 
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Mary's presence at the cross 
E: How is the conflict between Osiris and the serpent Apophis represented in the Gospels? 


D: The struggle between Osiris and Apophis, the serpent representing evil, is paralleled in the Gospels through 
Jesus's battles against Satan and his ultimate conquest over death, as signified by the resurrection. Mary's presence 
at the cross echoes Isis's role in aiding Osiris, reinforcing the narratives' shared themes of victory over evil and 
rebirth. 


The angel at the tomb 
E: How does the Gospel of Matthew's depiction of an angel at the tomb relate to Egyptian mythology? 


D: In Matthew's Gospel, an angel described as Shepi, on the Sarco 0! 
having an appearance like lightning guards the 
tomb, reminiscent of Shepi, the Splendid One 
from Egyptian mythology, who illuminates the 
sarcophagus. This parallel suggests that the 
narrative of the risen Christ, recognized first by 
Mary and telling her not to touch him as he has 
not yet ascended, echoes Gnostic traditions and 
the Egyptian Ritual where similar admonitions 
are found. 


Jesus tells Mary not to touch him 


E: What is the significance of the risen Osiris asking not to be touched in the Egyptian Ritual, and how does it 
compare to the Gospel narratives? 


D: In the Egyptian Ritual, the risen Osiris instructs not to be grasped, highlighting his sacred and untouchable nature 
after resurrection. This mirrors the encounter between Jesus and Mary Magdalene in the Gospels, where Jesus tells 
her not to touch him, indicating a direct borrowing of mythological elements to depict Jesus's resurrection. 


Iconoclasms 
E: What happened to the ancient Egyptian 
Temples' inscriptions? 


D: During the Christian iconoclasm period, 


iconoclasts who defaced the Egyptian me Ui: i)” lt ~~ = 
Temples, unable to completely erase the zi — - i: 
FF tr - 


hieroglyphics, covered them with plaster or : | Meaning oF , 


tempera. Ironically, this act intended to 
obscure the ancient religion's symbols 


preserved the writings, keeping them as i it C O N O C LA S| M 


vibrant and distinct as when first created. 


E: What does the term "Christian iconoclasm" refer to? 
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D: It refers to periods in history* characterized by the deliberate destruction of religious icons, images, and 
monuments, driven by religious or political motives. Advocates of iconoclasm, known as Iconoclasts, argued that the 
veneration or use of religious images in worship was idolatrous and contrary to Christian teachings. 

(* Byzantine Iconoclasm: This took place in two phases, the first from 726 to 787 AD and the second from 814 to 842 
AD, initiated by Byzantine emperors like Leo Ill and Constantine V. 

Protestant Reformation Iconoclasm: During the 16th century, the Protestant Reformation led to a movement against 
religious images in worship, particularly in Protestant regions). 

E: What were the impacts of these iconoclastic periods? 


D: These periods of iconoclasm sparked significant theological debate, social upheaval, and sometimes violence, 
highlighting the tension within Christianity regarding the role of images in worship. They had a lasting impact on the 
practices and art within various Christian traditions, illustrating the diverse interpretations of how to honor the divine 
within Christianity. 


E: How does the metaphor of plastering over ancient Egyptian hieroglyphics relate to the early Christian 
transformation of religious sites? 


D: Well, this parallels the early Christians’ takeover of ancient religious sites. They metaphorically "plastered" over 
pre-Christian beliefs with their new doctrine, superficially converting these sacred spaces. However, the underlying 
ancient gods and symbols remained, much like the hieroglyphics hidden beneath the plaster, awaiting rediscovery. 


E: What is the significance of Wilkinson's statement* about Osiris in relation to the Christian savior? 
(* See: The Ancient Egyptian Roots of Christianity" by Moustafa Gadalla). 


D: Wilkinson suggested that the Egyptians might have anticipated the coming of a real savior by incorporating a 
similar figure into their religion, as if the event had already occurred. This theory reverses the historical relationship, 
implying Christianity borrowed from Egyptian mythology rather than the Egyptians prophesying Christ. 


The Unitarians 
E: Who are the Unitarians? 


D: Unitarians and similar groups have attempted to 
rationalize Christian mythology by stripping away its 
supernatural elements, aiming to present a more 
humanized version of the divine figures. However, this 
approach mistakenly assumes a historical basis for 
what may originally have been mythological, thus 
misconstruing the mythos's intent and losing sight of 
its deeper symbolic meanings. 


E: How have Unitarians and similar groups attempted 
to rationalize Christian mythology by stripping away its 
supernatural elements? 


D: Unitarians and similar groups have embarked on a project of rationalizing Christian mythology by approaching the 
biblical narratives from a more historical and less supernatural perspective. This effort involves critically examining 
the stories and teachings attributed to Jesus Christ and the early Christian community, seeking to distinguish 
between historical facts and mythological or supernatural embellishments. By focusing on the ethical teachings and 
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moral philosophy of Jesus, rather than the miraculous events reported 
in the Gospels, these groups aim to present Christianity as a religion 
grounded in humanistic and rational principles. 


E: So how did they go about this process? 


D: Well, one method employed is the historical-critical analysis of the 
Bible, which scrutinizes the text within its historical context, 
considering factors like the cultural, political, and religious 
environment of the time. This approach often leads to a 
reinterpretation of miracles and divine interventions as allegorical or 
symbolic narratives designed to convey moral or spiritual truths rather 
than literal historical events. 


Unitarians, in particular, emphasize the oneness of God and reject the 
doctrine of the Trinity, viewing Jesus as a profound moral teacher and 
spiritual leader rather than a divine being. This theological stance 
encourages a focus on Jesus' teachings about love, compassion, and 
justice, which can be applied universally, beyond the confines of traditional Christian dogma. 


E: So it’s more about values? 


D: Yes. By promoting a version of Christianity that values reason, ethical living, and the inherent worth of all 
individuals, Unitarians and like-minded groups seek to make the religion more accessible and relevant to 
contemporary society, which increasingly values empirical evidence and rational thought. This rationalization process, 
however, is not without controversy, as it challenges fundamental doctrines and beliefs held by many mainstream 
Christian denominations. 


E: When and where did Unitarianism as a religious movement originate and develop? 


D: Unitarianism as a distinct religious movement originated in the 16th century, primarily in Eastern Europe, 
particularly in Poland and Transylvania. The movement emerged as part of the broader Reformation, which 
challenged the doctrines and practices of the Roman Catholic Church. 


In Poland, the Polish Brethren or Minor Reformed Church of Poland, who were influential in the development of 
Unitarian thought, were established in the mid-16th century. Meanwhile, in Transylvania, now part of Romania, 
Unitarianism was officially recognized in 1568 under the Edict of Torda, which was one of the earliest declarations of 
religious freedom in Europe. 


E: And what about the spread to other countries? 


D: The movement gained a significant foothold in England during the 17th century, amidst the religious and political 
upheaval of the time. However, it was not until the 18th and 19th centuries that Unitarianism became more 
organized and widely known, especially in England and the United States*. In the United States, Unitarianism grew 
out of the liberal wing of the Congregational Churches, particularly in New England, where it adopted a more formal 
structure in the early 19th century. 

(* See: uua.org/international). 
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Psychedelic Manna 
E: What is the theory suggesting that the biblical description of manna in 
Exodus 16:14-15 refers to psilocybe mushrooms? 


D: The theory suggests that the description of manna as "a small round thing, 
as small as the hoar frost on the ground" found after the dew lifted could 
resemble psilocybe mushrooms. This interpretation is based on the 
psychoactive properties of these mushrooms, which could have been used in 
ancient religious rituals to induce spiritual experiences. The ambiguity 
surrounding manna, as the Israelites "knew not what it was," opens the door 
for speculative interpretations, including the possibility of it being a 
psychoactive substance. 


E: Can you provide the biblical quote that is the basis for this theory? 


D: Yes, the quote from Exodus 16:14-15 states: "And when the dew that lay 
was gone up, behold, upon the face of the wilderness there lay a small round 
thing, as small as the hoar frost on the ground. And when the children of Israel saw it they said to one another - It is 
Manna, for they knew not what it was." 


E: What are the main arguments supporting this fringe theory? 


D: The main arguments include the physical description of manna matching the appearance of mushrooms, the 
known psychoactive effects of psilocybe mushrooms potentially explaining the sacred status of manna, the text's 
mention of the Israelites' unfamiliarity with manna, and historical precedents of psychoactive substances used in 
religious contexts in other cultures. 


E: How is this theory received among scholars? 


D: This theory is not widely accepted among scholars and is 
considered speculative. The mainstream academic view 
regards manna as a miraculous provision from God, focusing 
on its symbolic significance rather than suggesting it was a 
psychoactive substance. 


E: What is the significance of the Jewish High Priest's hat in 
relation to Manna from Heaven? 


D: The distinctive hat with a rounded top worn by the Jewish 
High Priest is said to symbolize Manna from Heaven. Like we 
said, speculative tradition holds that the Israelite priests 
gathered Manna, likely Psilocybin mushrooms, known for 
their hallucinogenic properties, in the early morning mists - 
thus the shape of the round hat. These mushrooms were 
integral to ancient Semitic fertility rituals and facilitated 
spiritual experiences. 


E: How were psychoactive substances like Psilocybin 
mushrooms used in ancient religious practices? 
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D: In the Middle East, prophets and spiritual leaders commonly used psychoactive substances, including Psilocybin 
mushrooms, as gateways to prophecy and divine communication. This practice allowed individuals to believe they 
could communicate directly with the divine. 


E: What does the anointing ritual symbolize in religious symbolism? 


D: The anointing rituals, where individuals were doused with oil, symbolize male potency and are linked to El or 
Saturn in religious symbolism. These rituals can be seen as a reference to the spiritual and potent nature of the 
substances used, including mushrooms. 


E: What role did cannabis-infused oils play in ancient healing practices? 


D: Cannabis-infused oils, known as kaneh-bosem, were crucial in treating eye and skin ailments in ancient times. 
These oils, rich in cannabis, were believed to be more potent in an oily solution than when smoked and were highly 
regarded for their medicinal properties. 


Mushroom Cults 
E: Can you explain the concept of "Mushroom Cults"? 


D: "Mushroom Cults" refers to cultures or groups that have historically used 
psilocybe mushrooms, or other hallucinogenic mushrooms, for spiritual 
experiences or communing with the divine. These practices, varying across 
cultures and ages, were part of shamanic traditions, religious ceremonies, 
and spiritual rituals. 


E: Are there historical examples of Mushroom Cults? 


D: Yes, examples include shamanic practices in Siberian and Eurasian 
traditions using Amanita muscaria mushrooms, ancient Mesoamerican 
cultures like the Aztecs and Maya using psilocybe mushrooms in religious 
ceremonies, and theories about the Eleusinian Mysteries in ancient Greece 
potentially involving psychoactive substances. 


E: How have psychoactive mushrooms influenced modern spiritual 
practices? 


D: In the 20th century, there was a resurgence in interest in the spiritual and consciousness-expanding properties of 
psilocybe mushrooms, particularly among the counterculture movement. Figures like Terence McKenna have 
advocated for the use of these mushrooms for spiritual experiences, highlighting their role in bridging the physical 
and spiritual realms. 


E: What are the main hypotheses of James Arthur regarding religious rituals and their origins in Christianity and 
other religions? 


D: James Arthur's theories on mushroom worship and Biblical themes primarily revolve around the hypothesis that 


many religious rituals, symbols, and narratives found within Christianity, and possibly other religions, stem from 
ancient psychedelic mushroom use. He suggests that the consumption of psychoactive mushrooms, specifically 
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Amanita muscaria and 
psilocybin-containing 
mushrooms, played a central 
role in the development of 
religious experiences, spiritual 
practices, and even the 
formation of religious 
iconography. 


Arthur's work delves into the 
idea that early Christian rituals, 
including the Eucharist, may 
have origins in psychedelic 
mushroom ceremonies. He 
points to various symbols in 
Christian art that he interprets 
as hidden references to 
mushrooms, such as the tree of life and the apple in the story of Adam and Eve, which he suggests could symbolize 
Amanita muscaria. 


E: Why is his work seen as controversial? 


D: Well, one of the more controversial aspects of Arthur's theory is the proposal that Jesus Christ himself may have 
been a metaphorical figure or a shamanic practitioner deeply involved in the use of entheogens, and that the true 
"body" and "blood" of Christ offered in the Eucharist were actually psychoactive substances. 


E: So how is his work received by the mainstream? 


D: Well, for most scholars his theories belong to a fringe area of 
study that intersects religion, anthropology, and 
ethnomycology. Arthur's interpretations of religious texts and 
artifacts are seen as unconventional and, by many, as a stretch 
from traditional understanding. 


E: Where can one learn more about his work? 


D: For those interested in exploring these themes further, 
Arthur's book "Mushrooms and Mankind" provides a 
comprehensive overview of his theories and interpretations 
regarding the use of mushrooms in religious contexts 
throughout history. However, readers are encouraged to 
approach these theories with critical thinking and consider the 
broader consensus within academic fields related to the study 
of religion and history. 


E: Can you give me some examples of these mushroom motifs 
in ancient art? 
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D: There are several artworks throughout 
history that some speculate may contain 
hidden references to mushrooms, potentially 
suggesting the use of psychoactive substances 
in religious contexts. While mainstream art 
history and theology do not support these 
interpretations as factual representations, 
proponents of these theories often cite the 
following examples: 


Plaincourault Chapel Fresco (12th Century): 
Located in France, this fresco is often cited as 
depicting Amanita muscaria mushrooms. 
Critics argue that the stylized trees in the 
Garden of Eden scene resemble the psychoactive mushroom, suggesting an entheogenic interpretation of the Adam 
and Eve story. 

The Creation of Eve (13th Century): Found in the St. Michael's Church in Hildesheim, Germany, some interpret the 
peculiar plants surrounding the creation of Eve as stylized representations of mushrooms, again pointing to Amanita 
muscaria. 


The Ghent Altarpiece by Jan van Eyck (1432): Certain interpretations of this complex piece suggest that some of the 
botanical details could symbolize psychoactive plants, though this is not the consensus among art historians. 


The Temptation of St. 
Anthony by 
Hieronymus Bosch 
(Late 15th - Early 16th 
Century): Bosch’s 
work, known for its 
detailed and surreal 
imagery, contains 
scenes where some 
believe they can 
identify mushroom- 
like figures, 
interpreted as visual 
metaphors for 
temptation and the 
saint’s visions. 


365 


» 


mE 
ain 
\ 


Chapter 20 
Apophatic Christianity 


Kataphatic versus Apopathic Theology 
E: What is kataphatic theology in Christian tradition? 


D: Kataphatic theology in Christian tradition is an approach that seeks to describe religious and spiritual realities in 
positive terms using metaphors, words, images, and symbols. It aims to make transcendent aspects immanent, 
offering believers a framework to understand and relate to the divine through affirming assertions. 


E: Why are metaphors limited in expressing the divine in kataphatic theology? 


D: Metaphors in kataphatic theology are limited because they cannot fully capture the boundlessness of God within 
their inherently bounded nature. They may provide a glimpse of the divine, but inevitably fall short of expressing the 
full essence of God, thus limiting our understanding of the divine. 


E: What led to the development of apophatic 
theology? 


D: The development of apophatic theology 
arose from the theological dilemma recognized 
by Church Fathers and ancient Greek 
philosophers, which acknowledged the 
insufficiency of kataphatic theology to fully 
encapsulate the infinite nature of God. This 
recognition led to a theological approach that 
describes God by negation, focusing on what 
God is not. 


E: How does apophatic theology differ from 
kataphatic theology? 


D: Apophatic theology, also known as negative theology, differs from kataphatic theology by asserting that God can 
only be described by what God is not. |t emphasizes encountering God through a sense of divine absence, suggesting 
that true contact with God transcends human senses and is realized in the acknowledgment of God's 
incomprehensibility. 


E: How did Simone Weil describe the essence of apophatic spirituality? 


D: Simone Weil described the essence of apophatic spirituality by contrasting human contact, which is experienced 
through a sense of presence, with divine contact, which is realized through a sense of absence. She suggested that 
the divine presence is so profound that compared to it, all other forms of presence feel more absent than actual 
absence. 


E: Tell me more about her, and her work. 


D: Simone Weil, was a French philosopher and mystic. One of the key texts where she delves into the concept of 
apophatic spirituality and the nature of divine absence is "Gravity and Grace". This book compiles various reflections 
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and thoughts, offering insight into her spiritual journey and her approach to understanding God through the lens of 
absence and the limits of language. 


E: Any other notable works? 


D: Well, another significant work is "Waiting for God", which is a collection of letters and essays that further explore 
her spiritual beliefs, including her thoughts on the encounter with God through absence and the ineffable nature of 
the divine. Both books provide a profound look into Weil's unique perspective on spirituality, suffering, and the 
search for God beyond the confines of traditional religious expressions. 


Plato 


E: What foundational elements from Plato's thought influenced early 
Christian apophatic theology? 


D: Plato's contemplation of God as the Unlimited and the First Principle \aid 
the groundwork for early Christian thinkers who were grappling with how to 
articulate the unfathomable nature of the Divine within Hellenistic 
frameworks. His apophatic perspective, which emphasized the unknowable 
aspects of God, significantly influenced the development of Christian 
theology, aiming to describe God through what cannot be said about the 
Divine. 


E: How are historical negative theologies classified, and what do these 
classifications imply about the nature of God? 


D: Historical negative theologies are typically classified into subjective or objective categories. Subjective negative 
theology posits that God is inherently knowable but beyond human comprehension due to our limited faculties. 
Objective negative theology views God as ultimately unknowable in essence, independent of human perception. 
These classifications suggest different approaches to understanding the divine mystery and our relationship to it. 


E: Can you explain the difference between absolutely subjective and relatively subjective apophaticism? 


D: Absolutely subjective apophaticism asserts that God is universally unknowable and inexpressible, beyond the 
reach of all people and modes of understanding. Relatively subjective apophaticism suggests that God's 
unknowability is conditional, varying across individuals, times based on divine revelation, or specific types of 
knowledge. This nuanced view accommodates varying degrees of divine hiddenness and revelation. 


Philo of Alexandria 
E: How did Philo of Alexandria contribute to the development of Christian apophatic 
theology? 


D: Philo of Alexandria, a Jewish philosopher who lived during the time of Jesus and 
Paul, played a pivotal role in marrying Greek philosophical ideals with the 


monotheistic God of Hebrew Scriptures. His concept of the Logos, or Divine Word, as gua N= 
a mediator between the unknowable God and humanity, prefigured Christian The Writings of 
theological developments, notably influencing the Gospel of John's portrayal of Jesus Philo of Alexandria 


as the Logos made flesh. Philo of Alexandria 
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E: What is the significance of the Gospel of John in the context of apophatic theology and early Christianity? 


D: The Gospel of John is significant for its introduction of Jesus as the pre-existent Logos, integrating Philo's 
apophatic ideas into Christian thought. This conceptualization of Jesus as the divine Logos incarnate became a 
cornerstone for later Christian Trinitarian doctrines, shaping the theological landscape of the fourth century and 
beyond. 


Clement of Alexandria 
E: Who was Clement of Alexandria and what was his contribution to early Christian theology? 


D: Clement of Alexandria, living between AD 150-215, was among 
the first theologians to apply mystical or contemplative approaches 


within Christian thought. Bernard McGinn identifies him as a pivotal J) a= CLEMENT OF 
PY» sey = MALEXANDRIA 


figure in the development of apophatic mysticism, emphasizing the 
Christian spiritual goal of union with the Divine. Clement's theology 
harmonized Greek philosophy with the revelation of God in Jesus 
Christ, positioning Jesus as the mediator between humanity and 
the unseen God. 


c.150-c. 215 AD 


Apologist of the 
Roman Empire 


Athanasius of Alexandria 
E: How did the fourth century shape the Christian Church's development? 


D: The fourth century marked a significant era for the Christian Church, notably with Emperor Constantine's 
conversion and the Edict of Milan in 313, which granted Christianity religious tolerance, transforming it from a 
religion of martyrs to a state-endorsed faith. This period also witnessed the emergence of monasticism as a form of 
Christian spiritual expression and was crucial for the formalization of church leadership and doctrinal definitions. 


E: What was the significance of the Council of Nicaea and who was Athanasius of ON THE INCARNATION OF GOD 
Alexandria? Ji : 


D: The Council of Nicaea in 325 was instrumental in establishing core Christian 
doctrine, particularly affirming the divinity of Jesus Christ as being of the same 
substance (homoousios) as God the Father. Athanasius of Alexandria, a staunch 
defender of this doctrine, played a crucial role in the evolution of apophatic 
spirituality. He argued that while humans are created to contemplate God and 
aspire to theosis, or becoming divine, God remains ultimately unknowable, 
highlighting the intrinsic separation between Creator and creation. 


E: | don’t get it, did Athanasius defend “homoousios” or was he a critic of this? 


D: No, Athanasius of Alexandria was a staunch defender of the term homoousios, 
which means "of the same substance" or "of one being." This term was central to 
the debates at the Council of Nicaea in 325 AD, where it was used to affirm the 
divinity of Jesus Christ, stating that He is of the same substance as God the Father. This was against the Arian 
controversy, which argued that the Son was a created being and not of the same substance as the Father. Athanasius 
played a key role in defending the Nicene Creed and opposing Arianism throughout his life, making him a pivotal 
figure in the establishment of this core doctrine of Christian faith. 
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E: | still don’t understand this fully. Apophatic theology, so called negative theology, asserts that God can only be 
described by what God is not; how can this be in line with homoousios? 


D: Well, it’s all a bit tricky. Apophatic theology emphasizes the unknowable mystery of God's essence, while the 
declaration of homoousios affirms a specific, revealed truth about the relationship within the Godhead, particularly 
the full divinity of Jesus Christ. The former approaches God from the perspective of human limitation and the 
ineffability of the divine, while the latter addresses historical controversies about the nature of Christ and His 
relationship to the Father, within the scope of Christian revelation. 


Gregory of Nyssa 


E: Who was Gregory of Nyssa and how did he contribute to apophatic thought in the East? 


D: Gregory of Nyssa, a Nicene apologist living around 330-395 AD and one of the three Cappadocian Fathers, is 
credited with creating the first systematic negative theology. His work laid the foundation for Eastern Christian 
thought, particularly in Orthodoxy, emphasizing a model for spiritual development where God is encountered as 
unknowable. 


E: How did Nyssa's theology relate to Nicene Trinitarian concepts? 


D: Gregory's theology, influenced by Nicene Trinitarian concepts, posited that the Son's divinity, being of the same 
substance as the Father, implied the entire 
Trinity (Father, Son, Spirit) is essentially 
unknowable. This formed the basis of his 
doctrine of epektasis. 


‘ 


E: What is “Epektasis” and how is it ee ZING, aus 
expressed? Bae ee te: 

D: Epektasis, in Gregory's theology, is the oN Le ee of NYSSA 

process of endlessly striving toward God, 

reflecting the Apostle Paul's spiritual aspirations. This "straining" toward God manifests in spiritual senses, stages of 


spiritual ascent, and perceptions of the Divine Presence, emphasizing the soul's journey towards understanding 
God's inexpressible essence. 


E: How does he use biblical allegory to express apophatic thought? 

D: Well, he employs allegorical hermeneutics, particularly in his Commentary on the Song of Songs, to depict the 
soul's yearning for God through the imagery of romantic love. This approach highlights the experience of God's 
presence as absence, illustrating the limits of human comprehension of the divine. 

E: What is the significance of the three-part spiritual ascent in Gregory's model? 

D: It includes purification, contemplation (theoria), and union with God (deification). Each stage represents a 
deepening engagement with the divine, moving from active and contemplative purification to a contemplation that 


transcends human understanding, culminating in an unknowable union with God. 


E: How does Gregory describe the ultimate union with God? 
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D: He describes the ultimate union with God as transcending contemplation, where the soul's unity with an 
unknowable God precludes even contemplation itself. This stage represents a form of absolute subjective 
apophaticism, where God is knowable only to God's own self. 


E: What role does faith play in his apophatic theology? 


D: In Gregory's theology, faith, along with grace and love, is crucial for achieving union with the Divine. He 
emphasizes that the highest form of contemplation recognizes the divine essence as inaccessible, even to minds 
enlightened by grace, marking the summit of the mystical experience. 


Dionysius the Areopagite 
E: Who was Dionysius the Areopagite and what was his contribution to 
apophatic theology? 


D: Dionysius the Areopagite, a mysterious figure from late 4th or early 
5th century Syria, formulated an apophatic vision that has significantly 
impacted both Eastern and Western Christianity. He introduced the term 
"mystical theology" to describe the discipline related to the union of God 
and the human soul, focusing on how the unknowable God manifests in 
creation to enable union with God's unmanifested self. 


E: How did Dionysius’ thought relate to Neo-Platonism and Christianity? 


D: His writings show a notable reliance on Neo-Platonic thought, 
particularly the works of Proclus. This has led to debates about his 
categorization as either a Neo-Platonic Christian or a Christian Neo- 
Platonist. However, in the East, his mystical theology and apophatic 
sensibilities affirmed his orthodoxy without controversy. 


E: Who was this “Proclus” ? 


D: Proclus was a Greek philosopher who emphasized the unity of all existence through a hierarchical structure of 
being, from the One (the ultimate principle of reality), through the Intellect, and down to the Soul. Proclus' 
metaphysical system also included the concept of emanation, where all beings emanate from the One without 
diminishing it. 

E: And this influenced the works of Dionysius? 


D: Yes, he was heavily influenced by Proclus' ideas, especially in terms of hierarchical structures of being and the 
apophatic way of approaching the divine. Dionysius adopted and adapted these concepts into a Christian framework, 
using them to articulate the relationship between God and creation, and the process of divine illumination and union 
with God. While Dionysius' reliance on Neo-Platonic concepts led to debates about his philosophical orientation, his 
works were ultimately embraced within Christian orthodoxy, especially in the Eastern tradition, for their mystical and 
theological depth. 


E: What is the significance of beauty in Dionysius' theology? 
D: Well, he regarded beauty as a significant aspect of kataphatic theology, using the harmony and attractiveness of 


God's creation as a means to transition from the describable to the indescribable. His theology is considered highly 
aesthetic, emphasizing the role of beauty in understanding the transition from the world to God. 
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E: How does Dionysius structure the spiritual ascent? 


D: Dionysius constructed an ascending structure of three "hierarchies": the ecclesiastical hierarchy (human 
comprehension), the celestial hierarchy (angelic ranks beyond sense but accessible to reason), and the "thearchy" 
(the Trinity, beyond all apprehension). These hierarchies correlate to purification, illumination, and union stages of 
spiritual ascent. 


E: How does Christ fit into Dionysius' model of spiritual ascent? 


D: In Dionysius' model, Jesus Christ, as the Incarnate Word, is central to every hierarchy, radiating divine light across 
all levels of creation. Christ's incarnation is seen as a demonstration of God's unconditional love, with his primary 
symbols being the Holy Scriptures, the liturgy, and the Eucharist. 


E: What role does love play in his theology? 


D: Love is the driving force in Dionysius' theology, with the Incarnation of Christ portrayed as the ultimate act of 
God's unconditional love. Dionysius emphasizes that the journey of negating the world and returning to God starts 
with recognizing God's love for humanity, aiming for a union with Christ through love. 


Maximus the Confessor 
E: Who was Maximus the Confessor and what role 
did he play in Christian theology? 


D: Maximus the Confessor, a monk deeply involved 
in 7th-century theological and political 
controversies in Constantinople, championed and 
expanded upon Dionysius the Areopagite's mystical 
theology. He emphasized the soul's ascent toward 
union with God and integrated Neo-Platonic 
concepts with orthodox Christology, marking an 
important presence in both Eastern and Western 


Christian spirituality. 

E: What are the primary focuses of his Christology? 

D: Maximus' Christology focuses on the Incarnation of Christ and the two natures of Christ. He viewed the 
Incarnation as a manifestation of God's love, offering communion with the Divine beyond the need for atonement for 
sins. His doctrine of the two natures of Christ, fully human and fully divine, highlighted the hypostatic union and 
contended against the Monothelite heresy by affirming Jesus' dual wills. 

E: How did he view deification and its relation to the Incarnation? 

D: Deification, or theosis, is both a consequence and the purpose of the Incarnation for Maximus. It involves a 
kenosis, or self-emptying, mirroring the Incarnation, inviting believers to surrender their passions to God. This 
process is deeply Trinitarian, allowing humans to share in God's energies but not in His essence, thus becoming 


"created gods" by grace. 


E: What is the significance of theology and mysticism in his work? 
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D: For Maximus, theology and mysticism are inseparable, emphasizing that all theology is ultimately about union 
with the Divine. He warned against the extremes of subjectivism without theology and dead scholasticism without 
mysticism. His commitment to robust, transformative theology led to his martyrdom, underscoring the 
transformative potential of true theological engagement. 


Gregory Palamas 
E: Who was Gregory Palamas, and what role did he play in Eastern Orthodox theology? 


D: Gregory Palamas, born in 
Constantinople in 1296, was a key figure 
in Eastern Orthodox theology who 
synthesized apophatic theology from 
earlier Church Fathers. He applied this 
theology to the spiritual practices of the 
church, particularly through hesychasm, 
emphasizing that union with God is an 
experiential reality and a gift of grace. 


E: What is the theological foundation of 
his teachings? 


D: Palamas' theology is built on the 
doctrines of the human person and the Incarnation. He argued that humans are a united whole, created in God's 
image, and that prayer involves both body and soul. Through the Incarnation, Christ made the human body a source 
of sanctification, making God accessible to personal experience. 


E: How does he distinguish between God's essence and energies? 


D: Palamas distinguished between God's essence, which is impenetrable and remains transcendent, and God's 
energies, which are God's actions and revelations to the world. These uncreated energies allow for communion with 
God without compromising God's transcendence, enabling humans to rise above their nature in love and communion 
with God. 


E: How does his apophatic theology facilitate theosis? 


D: Palamas' apophatic theology, emphasizing God's unknowability, serves as a pathway to theosis by allowing for a 
mystical experience of God that respects divine transcendence. Through the Incarnate Christ and the practice of 
hesychasm, believers can engage in unceasing prayer with their whole being, moving towards transfiguration by 
grace. 


E: What is the practice of hesychasm? 


D: Hesychasm is a spiritual tradition within Eastern Orthodoxy that emphasizes interior silence, prayer, and the 
direct experience of God's presence. |t involves the repetition of the Jesus Prayer, often accompanied by specific 
breathing techniques and postures, to foster a state of inner stillness (hesychia) and continuous prayer. The goal of 
hesychasm is theosis, or union with God, through the cultivation of an inner awareness of God's immanent presence 
and the practice of unceasing prayer with the whole self: body, mind, soul, and heart. 
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Christianity and Buddhism 


E: How do Christianity and Buddhism compare in 
their religious thoughts and practices? 


D: Christianity and Buddhism appear significantly 
different in their religious thoughts and practices, 
with divergent concepts of God, the human person, 
faith, and salvation. Christianity is theistic, centering 
on the belief in a transcendent God, while 
Buddhism is non-theistic, not focusing on a 
Supreme Being as the core of its tenets and 
practices. 


E: Buddhism being more of a humanistic 
philosophy? 


D: Yes. Buddhism's core teachings and practices, 

from a Western perspective, could be seen more as a humanistic philosophy rather than a religion, offering a system 
of thought that could potentially inform and enrich Christian theology and spiritual practice without compromising 
Christian core beliefs or ecclesiology. 


E: Who was Siddhartha Gautama, and when did he live? 


D: Siddhartha Gautama, known as the Buddha, was born in what is now southern Nepal, within northern India's 
region, around the fifth or sixth century BC. He lived to the age of eighty. 


E: What led Siddhartha Gautama to pursue a spiritual path? 

D: The catalyst for Siddhartha's spiritual journey was his encounters with four individuals outside the royal palace: a 
sick person, an old person, a corpse, and an ascetic. These experiences exposed him to the realities of human 
suffering and mortality, inspiring him to leave his life of luxury to seek transcendence as a sramana, or ascetic. 

E: How did Siddhartha Gautama find enlightenment? 

D: After a period of rigorous asceticism, Gautama adopted a moderate contemplative existence, known as the 
"Middle Path," between self-denial and self-indulgence. He achieved enlightenment, or nirvana, during deep 
meditation under a tree, realizing the nature of suffering and rebirth, thus becoming the Buddha, the Enlightened 
One. 

E: What was the cultural and religious context of Gautama's upbringing? 

D: Gautama was raised in a Hindu culture, deeply immersed in the Vedic scriptures’ traditional interpretations by the 
Brahmin caste. His time was marked by spiritual and philosophical innovation, focusing on overcoming natural 
human ignorance of their true natures to find true happiness and liberation from the cycle of death and rebirth, 


known as samsara. 


E: How did the Buddha's teachings differ from the prevailing religious practices of his time? 
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D: While the typical ascetic practice of Gautama's era involved harsh disciplines to discover liberating truth, 
Gautama's own experiences led him to formulate the Middle Path. This approach was less rigorous but maintained 
the goal of overcoming samsara, distinguishing his teachings from the more extreme practices of his contemporaries. 


The Four Noble Truths 


E: What knowledge did Gautama gain under the Bodhi Tree? 


D: Under the Bodhi Tree, Gautama recollected 
all his past lives within samsara, understood the 
laws of karma affecting rebirths, and realized 
the nature of suffering, later articulated as the 
Four Noble Truths. 


E: What is the First Noble Truth? 


D: The First Noble Truth is the existence of 
suffering (dukkha), which encompasses pain, 
imperfection, impermanence, and the 
existential despair linked to the awareness of 
mortality. 


E: What does the Second Noble Truth state? 


D: The Second Noble Truth identifies the origination of suffering (samudaya), rooted in human desires, cravings, and 
attachments to material possessions, experiences, and ideas. 


E: What is the Third Noble Truth? 


D: The Third Noble Truth is the cessation of suffering (nirvana), which is the extinction of desires and attachments, 
leading to liberation from the cycle of samsara and a state of peace. 


E: How is the cessation of suffering achieved according to the Fourth Noble Truth? 

D: The Fourth Noble Truth outlines a path (magga) to the cessation of suffering through the Middle Way, which is 
embodied in the Noble Eight-fold Path, focusing on right understanding, thought, speech, action, livelihood, effort, 
mindfulness, and concentration. 

E: Can you explain the three ways suffering is experienced? 

D: Suffering is experienced as physical pain or mental anguish, as loss (suffering due to change), and as conditioned 
states (suffering in pleasure based on attachment). These align with the three marks of existence: dukkha (suffering), 
anitya (impermanence), and anatta (No-self). 

E: What does the concept of No-self imply? 

D: The concept of No-self (anatta) suggests that since everything is constantly changing, individuals possess no 


permanent identity. Personality is shaped by material form, sensations, perceptions, mental formations, and 
consciousness. 
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Christian Theology and Buddhist Philosophy 
E: Did the Buddha believe in God? 


D: The Buddha didn't explicitly discuss God. He believed that if a man understands God amidst those who don''t, it's 
futile to speak about Him. Instead, he emphasized showing others how to realize God and their true self through the 
Path of Enlightenment, highlighting Buddhism's non-theistic stance. 


E: Was the Buddha a divine or messianic figure? 


D: The Buddha claimed no divinity nor 
portrayed himself as a messianic figure. 
He saw his enlightenment as the 
discovery of a pre-existing reality, ri 
accessible to anyone. He guided others IF THE ONLY PRAYER 
to enlightenment without considering YOU SAID WAS 
himself a savior. THANK YOU, 

THAT WOULD BE ENOUGH.’ 
E: How does Aldous Huxley's perennial 
philosophy* relate to Christian and 
Buddhist thought? — MeisTeR ECKHART 
(* See: The Perennial Philosophy, 
published in 1945) 


D: Huxley sought overarching truths across religions, focusing on mystical traditions. He paralleled the Buddhist Four 
Noble Truths with Christian concepts, identifying a universal struggle with the desire for separateness as a root of 
suffering, similar to the Christian notion of sin. 


E: What is the Christian perspective on suffering and sin in relation to Buddhism? 

D: In Christianity, sin and the urge for separateness from the Ground of Being cause existential suffering, disrupting 
natural harmony. The choice lies between self-abandonment to Reality or self-extension, with hell being total 
separation from God. 

E: How is the concept of the "Ground of Being" connected to Meister Eckhart? 

D: Meister Eckhart, a 13th-14th century German theologian and mystic, is often associated with the concept of the 
"Ground of Being" due to his profound teachings on the nature of God and the soul's relationship with the divine. 
While Eckhart himself did not use the term "Ground of Being," his writings reflect a similar theological perspective, 
emphasizing the deep, mystical union between the soul and God. 

E: Did Eckhart use another terminology for this? 

D: Yes. Eckhart spoke of the "Godhead" (Gottheit in German) as the ineffable, transcendent aspect of God beyond 
God's activities and attributes. He taught that in the innermost part of the soul, there is a place or "spark" where the 


soul and God are one, highlighting a direct and intimate connection with the divine essence. 


E: What is the foundation of Meister Eckhart's mysticism according to McGinn's argument? 
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D: Bernard McGinn, a renowned scholar of mysticism, argues that the foundation of Meister Eckhart's mysticism is 
deeply rooted in the concept of the "grund" or "ground," which Eckhart refers to as the core or essence within the 
soul where the divine presence resides. 


E: A kind of non-dual stance? 


D: In a sense, yes. According to McGinn, Eckhart's mysticism is built on the understanding that this innermost ground 
is where the soul and God are united, transcending all distinctions and dualities. This union in the ground of the soul 
is where the individual experiences a profound transformation, leading to a direct and immediate knowledge of God. 


E: Sounds to me like the Buddhist concept of enlightenment. 


D: It is similar, indeed. McGinn's analysis highlights how Eckhart's teachings emphasize the inward journey to this 
ground as the path to spiritual enlightenment and union with the divine. This concept is pivotal in Eckhart's mystical 
theology, underscoring the importance of interiority, detachment, and the pursuit of the essence beyond all images 
and concepts in the spiritual life. 


E: Can the Christian concept of atonement align with the perennial philosophy? 


D: While traditional Christian atonement theories might not fit directly, the idea of vicarious suffering and merit 
transfer is plausible. Compassion and love motivating selfless acts reflect in both Christian and Buddhist teachings, 
emphasizing sacrifice and service to others. 


E: What does the perennial philosophy say about escaping suffering? 


D: It suggests that suffering can be transcended by accepting it and surrendering the self to Ultimate Reality. This 
mirrors Jesus' call for perfection in alignment with divine will and the Buddhist bodhisattva's choice to aid others' 
enlightenment despite personal cost. 


Transience of Life 
E: What does Buddha's philosophy say about the nature of things and identity? 


D: Buddha's philosophy states that everything people 
value is dependent on causes and is impermanent, 
preventing any stable identity for objects, people, or 


ideas. This impermanence and the concept of anatta, or For all flesh is as Zrdass, a nd 
nese suggest that human Personality Pamposee of the all the glory of man as the 
Five Aggregates (matter, sensations, perceptions, mental 
formations, and consciousness), is fleeting. The cyclical flower of grass. The BrAaSS 
nature of death and rebirth in samsara allows for both 
progress and regression in achieving enlightenment. 


withereth; and the flower 


thereof falleth away: 
: non does ie uace-Chrichan tradition view the if Peter 1:24 KJV 
ransience of life? 


ts 
D: The Judeo-Christian tradition sees the transience of life 
as a consequence of the Fall, with life on earth being 
temporary before an eternal God. "All flesh is grass" (Isaiah 40:6) reflects this human perspective. The New 
Testament expands on Old Testament prophecies to predict a new heaven and a new earth, offering a linear 
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movement from the old to the new as a divine gift. Human identity, made in the image of God, is obscured by sin but 
is redeemable through Christ. 


E: Is there common ground between Buddhism and Christianity on the concept of self? 


D: Yes, both Buddhism and Christianity seek a transcendent reality that overcomes alienating separateness through 
the annihilation of the self-centered ego. In Buddhism, liberation comes from understanding the absence of a 
permanent self. In Christianity, spiritual liberation is expressed by the Apostle Paul: "J have been crucified with Christ 
and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me" (Galatians 2:20), highlighting the freedom from self through unity with 
the divine. 


Christian Kenosis and Buddhist Sunyata 
E: What are the four primary marks of mysticism according to William James*? 
(* See: The Varieties of Religious Experience: A Study in Human Nature, published in 1902). 


D: William James identifies four primary marks of 
mysticism: ineffability, indicating that mystical 
experiences cannot be fully expressed in words; a noetic 
quality, meaning they involve a state of knowledge 
beyond intellect; transiency, showing that such 
experiences are temporary; and passivity, reflecting a 
sense of surrender to a superior power. 


E: How does Buddhist spiritual practice reflect these 
mystical qualities? 


D: Buddhist spiritual practice, particularly dhyana or 
deep meditation, reflects these mystical qualities 
through a process of concentration, unity, indifference, 
and the perfection of indifference. This process mirrors 


the apophatic approach, using negation to achieve a ' me 
higher affirmation, similar to Christian mystical S U N Y h T 
practices. 7 i 


E: Can you explain the commonality between Christian 
and Buddhist mystical experiences? 


D: The commonality between Christian and Buddhist mystical experiences lies in the overcoming of barriers between 
the individual and the Absolute. This existential experience is found in both European contemplation and Asian 
dhyana, showing parallels in the pursuit of spiritual depth and understanding. 


E: What parallels exist between Christian kenosis and Buddhist sunyata? 


D: The parallels between Christian kenosis, which involves the self-emptying of one's own will to become entirely 
receptive to God's divine will, and Buddhist sunyata, or the concept of emptiness, highlight a shared emphasis on 
transcending the ego or self. Both concepts point towards a relinquishing of individuality to merge with a greater 
reality, whether it's understood as God in Christianity or the Absolute in Buddhism. 


E: Is the Christian Kenosis, the same as Gnosis? 


378 


D: No, Christian kenosis and Gnosis are not the same thing. They refer to different concepts within Christian theology 
and mystical thought. 


E: Tell me more. 


D: Well, the term "kenosis" comes from the Greek word 
KEVWOLC, Meaning "emptying." In Christian theology, it 
specifically refers to the concept of the self-emptying of 
Jesus’ own will and becoming entirely receptive to God's 
divine will. The concept is derived from Philippians 2:7, 
where Paul states that Jesus "emptied himself, by taking 
the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of 
men." Kenosis, therefore, is about the humility and self- 
sacrifice of Jesus, emphasizing his incarnation and the 
relinquishment of his divine privileges. 


N E: And how does this compare to “Gnosis”? 


D: Gnosis, on the other hand, is a Greek word meaning 
"knowledge." |n the context of religious and mystical 
traditions, particularly Gnosticism (a diverse, syncretistic religious movement in the first few centuries of the 
Christian era), it refers to spiritual knowledge or the insight into the divine, mystical, or hidden truths. Gnosticism is 
characterized by the belief that salvation is achieved through secret knowledge imparted to the initiate. This 
knowledge is not intellectual but experiential, understanding the divine nature and one's true self. However, my 
personal interpretation is that one can reach “Gnosis” by practicing “Kenosis”, so it’s a bit of a paradox. 


Apophaticism 


E: What is apophaticism and how is it present in Buddha's teaching? 


D: Apophaticism, as identified by Janet Williams*, is a significant 


element in the Buddha's teachings, emphasizing a radical negation of God Is 
extremes, including both asceticism and hedonism. This approach 

camer tage eee ae Not What 
entails transcending affirmative and negative views and rejecting all a 
dualities. The Buddha illustrated this concept through the parable of the We Think 
raft, suggesting that teachings are tools for spiritual journeying, to be left God Is 


behind once they've served their purpose. 
(* Seeking the God Beyond: A Beginner's Guide to Christian Apophatic 
Spirituality, by J.P Williams). 


E: Can you explain Buddha's Parable of the Raft? An Introduction To 
Apophatic Theology 


D: Sure. In this parable, a man facing a dangerous river constructs a raft 
from sticks and leaves to safely reach the far shore. Upon arriving, he 
wonders whether he should carry the raft with him on land or leave it behind. Buddha likens the raft to his teachings 
(Dharma), emphasizing that they are means to an end (crossing the river of suffering to reach enlightenment) rather 
than ends in themselves. Once the teachings have served their purpose in helping one to overcome suffering and 
attain enlightenment, they should not be clung to unnecessarily. The lesson is that spiritual teachings are tools for 
liberation, not objects of attachment. 
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E: So how does the Buddha suggest one should 
travel the path to nirvana? 


D: The Buddha advocates that the journey to ; 
nirvana is undertaken through practical means ae what God is 
rather than theoretical ones. This encompasses 
meditative disciplines and the mindful practice 
of daily life activities. The focus is on action and 
experience as the vehicles for spiritual 


progression. 
E: What is the Christian parallel to the highest states of Buddhist contemplation? 


D: The Christian parallel to Buddhism's advanced contemplative states is described by Dorothee Soelle as the classic 
way of ascent*, which involves purgation (relinquishing the world), illumination (letting go of the ego), and union 
(surrendering even God). This path mirrors the Buddhist journey where one reaches a state beyond concepts, 
perception, and the very notion of existence, emphasizing a complete letting go of worldly and spiritual attachments. 
(* Read more about stages of purgation, illumination, and union, in "The Silent Cry: Mysticism and Resistance"). 


Mindfulness 
E: What is the core purpose of the Buddha's teaching and meditative tradition? 


D: The Buddha's teaching and meditative tradition aim to provide a practical means for life transformation, not just 
an exercise in academic philosophy. The goal is to transcend suffering (dukkha) and attain a non-discriminative 
consciousness of unity with Reality through advanced meditative techniques and insight meditation (Vipassana). 


E: How did Gautama Buddha develop mindfulness and self-possession through meditation? 


D: Gautama Buddha developed mindfulness and self-possession by mastering advanced meditative techniques that 
allowed him to access states of deep concentration. These states transcended the duality of thinking subject and 
object, leading to a non-discriminative consciousness of unity with Reality. Insight meditation (Vipassana) further 
helped him to transcend the illusory self that binds humanity to suffering. 


Cad 


ail, Ki E: In what way does the temptation of Jesus in the wilderness, 
+ mn as recounted in Matthew 4:1-11, illustrate Jesus' profound 
ipa 
. mindfulness abilities? 


D: The story of Jesus' temptation in the wilderness showcases 
His deep mindfulness through His focused presence, self- 
awareness, and intentional response to external pressures. 
Jesus demonstrates an acute awareness of His purpose and 
mission, resisting the devil's temptations by staying rooted in 
His spiritual identity and values. 


E: So he remained calm and centered in the face of 
temptation? 


D: Yes. His responses to each temptation are deliberate and 
grounded in Scripture, reflecting a mindful engagement with 
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His thoughts and emotions. This ability to remain centered in the face of temptation, maintaining clarity of thought 
and purpose, exemplifies mindfulness in action. 
E: So what can we learn from this? 


D: Well, Jesus' experience in the wilderness teaches the importance of being deeply anchored in one's spiritual 
beliefs and the power of mindfulness to navigate life's challenges with grace and wisdom. Can we go back to 
Buddha’s ideas around this? 


E: Yes, certainly. What is the significance of the Satipatthana-sutta in the Buddha’s teaching on meditation? 


D: The Satipatthana-sutta, or “The Setting-up of Mindfulness,” is the Buddha’s primary discourse on meditation. It 
outlines four types of meditative practice focusing on mindfulness in all areas of life: body-oriented meditation, 
meditation on sensations and feelings, meditation on the state of one’s mind, and conceptual meditation on ethical, 
spiritual, or moral subjects. These practices develop mindfulness and help practitioners reach a state beyond subject- 
object consciousness. 


E: What is the foundational practice in Buddhist body-oriented meditation? 


D: The foundational body-oriented 
meditation in Buddhism is anapanasatt, 
which focuses on the mindfulness or 
awareness of in-and-out breathing. This 
practice develops concentration essential in 
all Buddhist disciplines. Practitioners sit 
cross-legged, keeping their body erect and 
mindfulness alert, focusing entirely on their 
breath to enhance awareness and 
concentration. 


E: How should practitioners handle 
distractions during meditation? 


D: During meditation, practitioners are 
advised not to fight distracting thoughts but to acknowledge them and refocus on their breath. This approach helps 
maintain concentration on breathing while being present in the moment, allowing for a deeper state of mindfulness. 


E: What does meditation on sensations and feelings involve? 

D: Meditation on sensations and feelings involves being attentive to one's sense of well-being, whether it's 
happiness, unhappiness, or neutrality. Practitioners observe these feelings with objectivity and detachment, 
identifying their origins and observing how they arise and subside, without becoming identified with the sensations. 
E: How is mindfulness of mental states practiced? 

D: Mindfulness of mental states involves observing all emotions, sentiments, and mind states, whether pleasant or 
unpleasant, with a non-critical and non-judgmental attitude. Practitioners refrain from making distinctions between 


right and wrong or good and bad, simply observing and examining their mental states with openness. 


E: What distinguishes conceptual meditation from other forms? 
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D: Conceptual meditation engages one's thoughts directly, focusing on ethical or moral dilemmas, spiritual themes, 
or intellectual subjects for deeper wisdom and insight. It includes contemplating the Five Hindrances and the Seven 
Factors of Enlightenment, fostering a non-distracted focus and developing positive qualities like mindfulness, energy, 
and equanimity. 


E: What are The Four Sublime States in Buddhist meditation? 


D: The Four Sublime States in Buddhist meditation are extending universal love and goodwill to all beings, 
compassion for those suffering, sympathetic joy in others' happiness, and equanimity in the face of life's ups and 
downs. These states resonate with Christian teachings and aim to cultivate a life of love, compassion, joy, and 
balance. 


Jesus’ holistic approach to healing 
E: What was Jesus of Nazareth's ministry primarily about? 


D: Jesus of Nazareth's ministry was about proclaiming the arrival of the Kingdom of God, focusing on restored 
relationships between individuals, communities, themselves, and God. His teaching, healing, and prophetic acts 
aimed at offering abundant life to all, as highlighted in his statement, "J came that they may have life, and have it 
abundantly" (John 10:10). 


E: How does Tim Stead describe the concept of inner healing in relation to Jesus' ministry? 


D: Tim Stead refers to inner healing as the process by which individuals become whole and as free as possible*. This 
concept emphasizes that healing is not just a one-time event but a continuous journey towards wholeness and 
freedom in one's life, aligning with the holistic restoration Jesus aimed for in his ministry. 

(* See the book: "Mindfulness and Christian Spirituality: Making Space for God"). 


E: Can you give an example of Jesus' holistic approach to healing? 


D: An example of Jesus' holistic approach to 
healing is the story of the man cleansed of 
leprosy (Mark 1:40-45). Jesus not only healed the 
man physically by removing his skin disease but 
also addressed his social and spiritual needs. By 
touching the man, Jesus showed him he was 
valued; instructing him to show himself to the 
priest for ceremonial cleansing helped 
reintegrate him into the community and the 
religious life. 


E: What does Jesus' directive to the healed leper 
signify? 


D: Jesus’ directive to the healed leper to show 
himself to the priest and undergo ceremonial 
cleansing served multiple purposes: it empowered the man to take an active role in his restoration, challenged the 
community and religious leaders to accept him back, and symbolically affirmed his acceptance by God. This 
multifaceted action by Jesus aimed to address both the physical and social aspects of the man's healing. 
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E: How is the concept of inner healing demonstrated in the healing of the leper? 


D: The concept of inner healing in the leper's story is demonstrated through Jesus' comprehensive care that went 
beyond physical healing. While Jesus removed the physical ailment, the true essence of inner healing involved the 
leper's own willingness and active participation in his continued journey towards reintegration and personal 
transformation. 


E: How does Tim Stead describe the role of mindfulness in Christian healing? 


D: He emphasizes that mindfulness involves releasing one's suffering to the healing power of the Holy Spirit. The 
sufferer's role is to surrender entirely to the Spirit, allowing God to co-heal. However, for this surrender to occur, one 
must first overcome the natural inclination to hide the cause of their suffering due to shame, fear, or emotional pain. 


E: What does he say about overcoming the reluctance to reveal one's suffering? 


D: Stead notes that overcoming reluctance involves recognizing and admitting the shame, fear, or pain that prevents 
one from seeking healing. This reluctance is often rooted in a fear that God is not truly loving or safe. However, by 
recognizing these feelings without judgment, one can begin to see themselves as sufferers under the care of a loving 
God, thus breaking the cycle of shame and opening up to healing. 


E: What process does Stead suggest for dealing with negative emotions and thoughts? 


D: He suggests a process of mindful observation where one steps back from their feelings to notice patterns of 
negative thought objectively, without judgment. This approach allows one to identify the source of shame without 
being overwhelmed by fear. By recognizing that these thoughts and feelings do not define one's identity, it becomes 
possible to let go of shame and open oneself to healing in God's love. 


The Jesus Prayer and “Nous” 
E: What is the Jesus Prayer and its significance in Eastern Orthodox 
tradition? 


D: The Jesus Prayer, also known as the Prayer of the Heart, is a form 
of devotional prayer that emphasizes continuous recitation of the 

phrase “Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me,” or its \ 
expanded form, “Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, fo =~ g 
asinner.” \t originates from the Eastern Orthodox tradition, aiming /& Sy) | ORD JESUS A 
to foster a state of unceasing prayer among believers, in line with St. #iKGA Ww 2} 


:16- 1G ARIST 
Paul's exhortation (1 Thes 5:16-18). \ Hh G 5) 


| _ SON OF GOD, 
E: How did the Jesus Prayer develop historically? \ = : HAVE. 
Wied 
D: The Jesus Prayer's development traces back to the early Desert e \ ie MERCY ON 
Fathers and Mothers, who used repetitive prayers to focus their \S JN ME 
minds during devotion and to memorize Scripture. Figures like John 
Cassian introduced similar pleas for mercy, and by the fifth century, ; RX A SINNER! 


spiritual leaders like Diadochus of Photice and St. John Climacus 
promoted the recitation of Jesus' name as a prayer discipline. By the 
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thirteenth century, it was practiced 
with regulated breathing and specific 
postures to aid concentration. 


E: What role does the Jesus Prayer 
play in Hesychasm? 


D: In Hesychasm, a practice from 
fourteenth-century Byzantine 
monasticism emphasizing silence and 
attentive listening to God, the Jesus 
Prayer is central. Hesychasts regularly 
practice this prayer, hoping that the tes 
Holy Spirit will transform the mental repetition into a Prayer as the Heart, permeating the practitioner's entire 
being and daily life with a deep connection to God. 


E: How is the Jesus Prayer understood in the context of the Philokalia? 


D: The Philokalia, a collection of texts by Eastern Fathers, serves as a guide for Orthodox prayer and outlines the 
theology behind the Jesus Prayer. It presents the Prayer of the Heart as essential for spiritual ascent, emphasizing the 
transformation of the heart as the place of union with the Divine. The transformation begins with the nous (mind), 
which is broader than cognition, including the faculties for deep understanding and truth recognition, leading to 
direct experiences with God. 


E: What exactly is the "nous" in the context of Eastern Orthodox spirituality? 


D: In Eastern Orthodox spirituality, the term "nous" refers to the innermost aspect of the human person, often 
translated as "mind" but encompassing far more than the cognitive functions of reasoning and emotion. It is 
understood as the faculty that enables direct perception and experience of God, making it crucial for spiritual life. 
The nous is both the receptive faculty, through which deep meaning and understanding are attained, and the 
perceptive faculty that recognizes truth and discerns reality from illusion. It's the part of human consciousness that 
connects most directly with the divine, capable of hearing the conscience and facilitating a genuine, experiential 
knowledge of God. By training the nous to dwell in the heart, the spiritual center of one’s being, individuals can 
embark on a transformative spiritual journey towards union with the Divine. 


Centering Prayer 
E: What is Centering Prayer and how was it developed? 


D: Centering Prayer is a modern contemplative prayer practice developed in the 1970s by three Trappist monks, 
William Meninger, Basil Pennington, and Thomas Keating, at St. Joseph’s Abbey in Massachusetts. Inspired by "The 
Cloud of Unknowing," a 14th-century manual on apophatic prayer, and Thomas Merton's description of prayer as 
"centered entirely on attention to the presence of God and to His will and His love," the practice aims to facilitate a 
deep, contemplative connection with God beyond the affections and intellect. 


E: | have seen Father Thomas Keating interviewed on "Buddha at the Gas pump" with Rick Archer. Fascinating guy! 
So, what are the basic principles of this practice? 


D: The basic principles, derived from "The Cloud of Unknowing," involve being still and present to God, who lives at 
the center of one's being. Practitioners choose a sacred word as a symbol of their intention to be with God and use it 
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to re-center themselves when distracted by thoughts. The practice ‘ 
emphasizes simply being with God without any specific goals, Centering Prayer 


allowing for a communion with the Divine in an atmosphere of and Inner 
unconditional acceptance and intimacy. x 
waken 
CLIN 


E: How does Centering Prayer relate to apophatic tradition? 


D: Centering Prayer is deeply rooted in the apophatic tradition, 
aiming to go beyond thought, image, senses, and the rational mind 
to experience communion with the Divine. It is Trinitarian in nature, 
reflecting a therapeutic atmosphere where practitioners experience 
oneness with God. Unlike kataphatic practices that engage the mind 
and senses, Centering Prayer encourages resting in God beyond 
ordinary human faculties. 


E: How is this practiced today? 


D: In contemporary practice, Centering Prayer is often preceded by 
Lectio Divina, a devotional reading of Scripture, to initiate 
meditative and affective prayer. This kataphatic foundation leads to 
the apophatic experience of Centering Prayer, typically concluding 
with the Lord’s Prayer. The practice distinguishes between the active 
and knowable aspects of faith and the passive, receptive 
communion with God. 


E: What does Cynthia Bourgeault say about Centering Prayer? 


D: Cynthia Bourgeault*, an Episcopal priest and scholar, suggests that Centering Prayer's aim is not to focus attention 
but to release it entirely, facilitating true communion with God. She connects the practice to Eastern Orthodox 
Christianity and Far Eastern Buddhism, highlighting similarities with the "attention of the heart" and "objectless 
awareness," underscoring its universal, contemplative essence. 

(* See her book: “Centering Prayer and Inner Awakening"). 


E: What is Simeon the New Theologian's approach to prayer as outlined in the Philokalia? 

D: Simeon the New Theologian, in his treatise "Three Methods of Attention and Prayer," emphasizes prayer as a way 
to place the mind "in the heart," which he sees as essential for experiencing God's presence, referred to as 
"attention of the heart." 

E: Please elaborate. 

D: Well, this level of spiritual awareness, according to Simeon, requires three prerequisites: freedom from all cares 
(including both negative and positive distractions), a clear conscience, and a complete lack of passionate attachment 
to worldly things. The goal is for one's mind to reside constantly in the heart, achieving a state of conscious presence 


with God. 


E: How does Cynthia Bourgeault connect Simeon's teachings to Centering Prayer? 
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D: She identifies the core elements of Simeon's teachings—freedom from cares, a clear conscience, and absence of 
passionate attachment—as foundational to the kenotic surrender found in the apophatic Christian tradition. She 
argues that Father Keating's Centering Prayer methodology, which advises to "resist no thought, retain no thought, 
react to no thought," is a practical application of Simeon's "attention of the heart." This practice fosters a heart- 
centered ascent to a plane where the radical transparency and compassion of Christ can be manifested in the 
believer. 


E: What does she say about the concept of "objectless awareness" in relation to Centering Prayer? 


D: Bourgeault introduces "objectless awareness" as a Buddhist concept that helps deepen the understanding of 
"attention" in Centering Prayer. She describes it as the brief moment between thoughts, a space where one simply 
exists without acting or being acted upon. 


This transcends the Western notion of attention that involves a subject and an object, promoting a state of simply 
being with God. She suggests that this form of awareness is crucial for breaking down dualistic barriers and fostering 
a genuine emptying of the self (apophatic kenosis), thereby enhancing one's relationship with God and creation 
beyond conditional performances and embracing the fullness of God's grace. 


The Trinity and the Great Schism 

E: | know we've touched on this before, but it bears repeating. What \IsNot 
is the doctrine of the Trinity in Christianity? 

D: The doctrine of the Trinity, central to Christian orthodoxy, posits 

One God in three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. This concept 

underlines the co-equality and mutual interpenetration 

(perichoresis) of the three persons, maintaining their individuality 

while sharing in the life of the others. It's a foundational belief 7) 


shared by Roman Catholic, Eastern Orthodox, and Protestant 
traditions. 


E: How does the Filioque controversy differentiate Eastern 
Orthodoxy from Roman Catholicism? 


D: The Filioque controversy, centered on the phrase "and the Son" regarding the Holy Spirit's procession, 
distinguishes Eastern Orthodoxy from Roman Catholicism. The original Niceno-Constantinopolitan creed stated that 
the Spirit proceeds from the Father, but the Western Church later added that the Spirit also proceeds from the Son. 
This addition, formalized in the Roman liturgy in 1014, contributed to the Great Schism of 1054, marking a significant 
division between the two branches of Christianity. 


A recommended book on the Filioque controversy is "The Filioque: History of a Doctrinal Controversy" by Oxford 
Studies. This book provides a comprehensive history of the doctrinal controversy surrounding the procession of the 
Holy Spirit within the Trinity, a central issue in the schism between Eastern Orthodoxy and Western Christianity 


E: Can you explain the concept of “Perichoresis” ? 


D: Perichoresis is a term in Trinitarian theology that describes the mutual interpenetration and indwelling of the 
three persons of the Trinity - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. This concept emphasizes the unity and co-equality of the 
Trinity, allowing for the individuality of each person while ensuring they share in each other's life, creating a 
"community of being" where each person maintains its identity but is fully open to and intertwined with the others. 
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E: How is the Trinity connected to human relationship with the 
Divine? 


D: The Trinity is connected to human relationship with the 
Divine through the concepts of essence and energies, as 
explained by the Eastern Fathers. God’s essence, known only to 
God, contrasts with God’s energies, which are God’s manifest 
actions accessible to humans. Christ, as the ultimate image of 
God's energies, incarnates to bridge humanity to God, while 


the Holy Spirit, dwelling within humans, facilitates direct 
communion with God, transcending human senses and 


knowledge, especially through the Prayer of the Heart. Pe ri C h O re S i S 


E: How do the Eastern Fathers view the significance of Christ's 
Incarnation for communion with God? 


D: The Eastern Fathers view the Incarnation of Christ the Son as vital for enabling communion with God, emphasizing 
Jesus' full humanity and divinity. They believe these two natures work in harmony, not independently, likening the 
Incarnation to a ladder that allows "ascent" to union with the Divine. St. Athanasius famously stated, "Christ became 
a human that humans might become God," highlighting the transformative aim of the Incarnation. 


Imago Dei and the False Self 
E: What is Moltmann's perspective on the kenosis (self-emptying) of God? 


D: Jurgen Moltmann suggests that God's self-emptying act of love began with creation, not just the Incarnation*. He 
views creation as a continuous process where God limits Himself to establish a relationship with creation. The 
kenosis seen in the Incarnation, Christ's crucifixion, and the coming of the Spirit at Pentecost are part of God's 
ongoing creative work, emphasizing self-surrendering love and inviting humans into the perichoresis of the Trinity. 

(* See one of Moltmann's seminal works, "The Crucified God," which delves into the crucifixion's significance and its 
relation to the concept of divine agony and self-emptying love). 


E: How does self-emptying love define human salvation? 


D: Self-emptying love defines human salvation 
as an ongoing process of entering into a 
relationship of love with God, others, and 
creation, reflecting the Trinity's perichoresis. 
This relational approach to salvation moves 
away from atonement theories focused on 
violence and wrath, instead highlighting union 
with God and communion among His 
creations as central themes of salvation. 


E: What does Jesus express about unity in the Gospel of John? 


D: In the Farewell Discourse (John 17:20-24), Jesus prays for the unity of all believers, mirroring the unity within the 
Trinity. He desires that believers be one with God and each other, showcasing to the world God's love and the divine 
purpose behind His sending of Jesus. This prayer emphasizes the importance of relational unity in reflecting God's 
love and achieving salvation. 
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E: How might understanding the Imago Dei (Image of 


God) influence Christian spirituality and the human q homas Merton on the Christian Life 


experience of salvation? 


D: Understanding the Imago Dei, or being created in 
the image of God, illuminates the role of Christian 
spirituality in salvation. It suggests that atonement 
and salvation involve not only union with God but 
also communion with others, as both are reflective of 
God's triune nature. This perspective encourages a 
spirituality that fosters relationships based on self- 
giving love, aligning with the essence of the Trinity and 
the transformative journey towards becoming like 
God. 


E: How did sin affect the Imago Dei according to 
Christian tradition? 


D: Sin, introduced into the world through the Fall as described in Genesis 3, is seen as fracturing the Imago Dei. This 
break impacts not only the relationship between God and humans but also affects the entirety of creation over which 
humans were meant to have stewardship. 


E: What does Gregory Palamas say about the divine image and likeness post-Fall? 


D: Gregory Palamas suggests that while the divine likeness may have been lost in the Fall, the divine image within 
humans remains intact. This means that even if individuals do not recognize their own dignity or live in a manner 
worthy of God's image, they do not lose this inherent aspect of their being. 


E: Did Gregory Palamas author any books discussing the divine image and likeness after the Fall? 


D: Yes. One of his most notable works is the "Triads in Defense of the Holy Hesychasts," where he addresses the 
nature of God's presence in the world and the distinction between God's essence and energies. Through his writings, 
Palamas elaborates on how humans, despite the Fall, retain the divine image and can partake in God's energies, thus 
restoring the divine likeness through participation in the sacramental life of the Church and the practice of 
hesychasm, a form of contemplative prayer. 


E: How does Apostle Paul's theology relate to Imago Dei and Christ? 


D: Apostle Paul shifts the focus of Imago Dei from humans as stewarding representatives of God to redeemed beings 
who emulate Christ, the true image of God. He speaks of believers being transformed into Christ's image, 
highlighting the process of redemption and restoration of the broken divine-human relationship. 


E: How does Thomas Merton differentiate between the True Self and the False Self? 


D: Thomas Merton distinguishes the True Self as an authentic manifestation of a person living freely in grace and 
vulnerability with God and others. In contrast, the False Self is a result of the Fall, a marred Imago Dei that leads 
individuals to live behind a mask of falsehood, driven by egocentric desires and illusions. One of his notable works 
that delve into this subject is "New Seeds of Contemplation," published in 1961. 
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E: What role does Christian spirituality play in 
healing the False Self? 


D: Christian spirituality engages in God's 
process of healing by revealing the lie of the 
False Self, enabling individuals to live as their 
True Selves. This involves communion with 
God and others in reality, moving beyond the 
illusory views and behaviors driven by the False 


Self's inventiveness. 
E: How does David Benner describe the creation of self and God's image? 


D: David G. Benner, a psychologist and spiritual author, describes a process where individuals first create a self based 
on their own designs, and then, based on this constructed self, they attempt to envision the type of god who would 
create such a self, highlighting the perversion of the false self. One of his notable books that touch on these themes is 
"The Gift of Being Yourself: The Sacred Call to Self-Discovery." 


E: What impact can poor theology have on spiritual practices and perceptions of God? 


D: Poor theology, particularly wrath-based formulations of the atonement, can foster harmful images of God and 
impede spiritual healing. It can trap individuals in fear, preventing them from progressing through spiritual stages 
towards grace, union, and freedom. 


E: Can you provide examples of "poor theology" in terms of phrases or verses? 


D: For instance, phrases like "God is angry with the wicked every day" (Psalm 7:11) or "Vengeance is mine, | will 
repay, says the Lord" (Romans 12:19) is often cited. 
Similarly, the parable of the talents (Matthew 25:14- 
30), especially the harsh treatment of the servant who 
hid his talent, could be misused to emphasize fear and 
punishment over the themes of stewardship and 
faithfulness. 


E: So how can one abandon false images of self 
through contemplative spirituality? 


D: In Christian contemplative spirituality, the processes & ~ 
of overcoming false self-images and false God-images 
are intertwined. As highlighted by Thomas Merton, 
discovering one's true self is inseparable from finding 
God. However, a key distinction in apophatic theology 
is that while one aims to replace a false self-image 
with a true one, false images of God should be 
replaced with no image, acknowledging God's 
transcendence beyond human comprehension. 
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Chapter 21 
Crossbones and Communism 


Skull and Crossbones 
E: The bones under the Masonic Skull are “crossed”, what’s the significance of that? 


D: This goes back to the symbolism of Osiris' “Flail and Crook”, which is later 
used in Christian iconography as the “Rod and staff’. It’s the symbol of X, a 
symbol of earth (mortality), and sky or heaven (eternal life). Osiris was 
shepherd of the souls of the dead, helping them to get to the “other side”. 


E: Tell me more. 


D: In ancient Egyptian mythology, Osiris is the god of the afterlife, fertility, 

and agriculture. He is often depicted holding a flail and a crook, which are 

symbols of kingship and fertility. The crook, resembling a shepherd's staff, 

represents Osiris' role as the shepherd of the souls of the dead, guiding and 

protecting them. It also symbolizes his governance over the living, 

embodying the pharaoh's duty to care for his people. The flail, associated with threshing grain, represents fertility 
and the agricultural bounty, indicating Osiris' connection to the land's fertility and the cycle of growth and rebirth. 


E: Why do Freemasons meditate in front of a skull? 


D: The skull is a powerful symbol of "memento mori," a Latin phrase meaning 
"remember you must die." This reminder of mortality is meant to encourage 
Freemasons to contemplate the transient nature of life and the inevitability of death. 


E: Didn’t the Pirates also use this symbol? 


D: Yes. The skull and crossbones symbol, famously known as the Jolly Roger, is most 
commonly associated with pirates. Originating in the early 18th century, it was used by 
pirates to instill fear and terror. The design evolved over time, with pirates adding motifs like hourglasses (a symbol 
for Saturn), and bleeding hearts (as in sacrificial blood rituals). 


E: It doesn’t seem so jolly to me! In what other 
instances have it been used? 


D: In a broader historical and cultural context, 
symbols similar to the skull and crossbones have 
been used by various groups, including secret 
societies like the Freemasons, the Knights 
Templar and the Skull and Bones Society. 


The Skull and Bones Society 
E: What is the Skull and Bones Society? 


D: The Skull and Bones Society, also known simply as Skull and Bones, is a 
secret society based at Yale University in New Haven, Connecticut. |t was 
founded in 1832 and has become famous for its influential members and the 
mystery surrounding its rituals and internal workings. Membership is limited, 
highly selective, and includes some of Yale's most prominent students, chosen 
annually. Members are known as "Bonesmen," and the society is reputed to 
include politicians, business leaders, and other influential figures among its 
alumni. 


E: They hold meetings in secret? 


D: Yes. The society's headquarters is a windowless building on the Yale campus known as "the Tomb." It is the site of 
meetings and rituals, the details of which are closely guarded and not disclosed to the public. 


E: And they have initiation ceremonies like 


Freemasons? me ad id Oe 


D: | assume so. While specific rituals and 
practices of the society are not publicly known, it 
is believed that they involve initiation ceremonies 
and the sharing of personal confidences among 
members. The society's emphasis on secrecy and 
loyalty is a hallmark of its operations. 


E: Are they a powerful group? 


D: Well, Skull and Bones has been the subject of 

much speculation and intrigue, partly due to the secrecy of its proceedings 
and the prominence of many of its members. It has been suggested that the 
society has a significant influence on American political and economic life, 
though these claims are difficult to substantiate due to the secretive nature 
of the organization. 


E: Any influential leaders to come out of this group? 


D: Plenty! The Skull and Bones Society at Yale University has had many 
notable and influential members throughout its history. These members 
have gone on to hold significant positions in various fields such as politics, 
business, and law, contributing to the society's reputation for being a 
breeding ground for leadership and success. Here are some of the most 
known and influential Bonesmen: 


John Kerry (Bones 1966) faced off © 
against George W. Bush (Bones 1968) 


in the 2004 US presidential election, 
United States and Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. the first time two Bonesmen had run 


William Howard Taft (Class of 1878): The 27th President of the United 
States, Taft is the only person to have served as both President of the 


against one another for that office.!126! 
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George H.W. Bush (Class of 1948): The 41st President of the 
United States, George H.W. Bush served as Vice President, 
Director of the CIA, and U.S. Ambassador to the United 
Nations before his presidency. 


George W. Bush (Class of 1968): The 43rd President of the 
United States and the son of George H.W. Bush, George W. 
Bush served two terms as president. 


John Kerry (Class of 1966): A former U.S. Secretary of State, 
U.S. Senator, and the Democratic nominee for President in 
2004, Kerry has been a significant figure in American politics. 


The Tomb’ Stephen A. SenWwaremnan (Glass of peor cael of 
Blackstone Group, a leading global investment firm, 


Schwarzman is a prominent figure in finance. 


William F. Buckley Jr. (Class of 1950): A conservative author and commentator, Buckley founded the influential 
conservative magazine "National Review." 


Averell Harriman (Class of 1913): A businessman, diplomat, and politician, Harriman served in various significant 
roles, including U.S. Ambassador to the Soviet Union and Governor of New York. 


The Chi-Rho Symbol 


E: So the “X” or symbol of the crossbones is a rather common theme through 
world history? 


D: Yes. As we said, the skull and crossbones, along with other symbols like the 
Chi-Rho monogram, have been linked to Osiris, the Egyptian god of the 
afterlife, and to broader themes of resurrection and eternal life. 


The "X" symbol, or chi, has been used historically in various cultures before its 
Christian association. In ancient Egypt, the ankh, resembling a cross witha 
loop at the top, symbolized life. The "X" symbol also appeared in 
Mesopotamian and Phoenician scripts as a marker of significance or emphasis. 
In these ancient contexts, it often represented concepts such as the 
convergence of heaven and earth. 


E: What is the Chi-Ro? 


D: The Chi-Rho symbol (pronounced as Kai-Ro), also known as the chrismon or 
Christogram, originates from the first two letters of "Christ" in Greek, "X" (chi) and 
"P" (rho). It was used by early Christians and became widespread after Emperor 
Constantine adopted it in the early 4th century, following a vision before the Battle of 
the Milvian Bridge. Constantine's soldiers marked their shields with the symbol, 
leading to a decisive victory. It is often accompanied by the alpha (A) and omega (Q), 
representing Christ as the beginning and the end. 
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Tau and the Bronze Serpent 
E: Sometimes Jesus is depicted as hanging on a cross that looks like a “T”. Why is that? 


D: The tau cross is a T-shaped cross, 
sometimes with all three ends of the 
cross expanded. It is called a “tau cross” 
because it is shaped like the Greek letter 
tau, which in its upper-case form has the 
same appearance as Latin letter T. 


E: But why is Jesus on this cross? 


D: Well, the T-shaped cross often 
associated with Old Testament symbols, 
particularly the story of Moses and the serpent. According to the Book of 
Numbers, Moses crafted a bronze serpent and mounted it on a pole (a symbol 
later interpreted as a Tau Cross) to heal the Israelites bitten by venomous snakes. 
This act prefigures Christian symbolism, where the serpent on the cross becomes 
a symbol of salvation and healing, anticipating Jesus' crucifixion and his role as a 
savior in Christian theology. 


John 3:14-15 states, "And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even 
so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have eternal life." 


Jesus made a statement about being wise as serpents in the Gospel of Matthew. 
In Matthew 10:16, while instructing His disciples before sending them out to preach, Jesus said: 
"Behold, |!am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves." 


In this passage, Jesus is preparing His disciples for the challenges they will face as they spread His teachings. The 
instruction to be "wise as serpents" suggests the need for shrewdness, discernment, and strategic thinking in dealing 
with potential threats and opposition. 


The cross appears in Flamel's grave illustrations and many =~ 
say to symbolize Flamel's relation to the Philosopher's Stone. 

In Alchemy, the Flame! represents the "fixing of the volatile”, 

a vital step in the alchemical opus' process, related to the 

making of the mercury's elixir and of curative processes. 
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Rod of Asclepius 


E: How is this connected to the famous symbol of the snake around the rod, used in medicine? 


D: That symbol, called Rod of Asclepius, a serpent entwined around a staff, is as you said, widely associated with 
medicine and healing. Asclepius is the Greek god of healing and medicine, and the serpent is thought to represent 
renewal and rejuvenation because it can shed its skin. The shedding of skin is also a symbolic hint to reincarnation, as 
in the soul inhabiting and shedding bodies through cycles of birth and death. Also the Ouroboros serpent, eating its 
own tail, portrays this theme. 


E: So what’s the connection to the biblical narrative? 


D: The connection to the biblical story may 


not be direct, but the themes of healing and a CAD U C EU S e 
protection from poison (or sin, i) q 
os vs. ) 


metaphorically) resonate across both 
PROD OF ASCLEPIUS $ 


symbols. 
E: Like a serum or vaccine of some sorts? 


D: Well, it could be hinting at that. The 
serpent described as being made of 
“copper”, could suggest a syringe of sorts. 
The use of snake serum or antivenom as a 
healing agent against snake bites directly 
parallels the idea of healing through the 1d 
intervention of a specific remedy. Antivenom anblem of the Greek goc 

is made by using the venom itself to createa | Se 
cure, which metaphorically aligns with the t C 
concept of using the image of the source of He is the patron of thieves, 
affliction (the serpent) as a means of healing. | (sveseis cel fey 


The Rod of Asclepius is the 


symbol of Asclepius, the 


Greco-Roman god 


of healing 


and medicine. 


This is the correct symbol of 


medicine, featuring a single 


E: How does antivenom work? snake wrapped around a 


staff 


D: Vaccines work on a principle somewhat with wings. 


akin to antivenom, where a harmless form of The staff may symbolize 
a virus (or part of it) is introduced to The symbol represents Hermes, authority and the 
stimulate the immune system to protect fertility, rebirth, rejuvenation, symbolizes rebirth, healing 


harmony and balance. and rejuvenation. 


against the actual disease. 


E: It’s about creating “immunity”, weather physical or spiritual. 
D: Exactly. The very thing that causes affliction (serpents, venom) becomes the symbol or agent of healing. \n the 


bronze serpent narrative, it underscores God's provision for salvation and healing. In the Rod of Asclepius, it 
symbolizes the art and science of medicine. 
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The Caduceus 
E: Is this the same symbol as the Caduceus? 


D: No, the Rod of Asclepius and the Caduceus are two distinct symbols, 
though they are often confused and mistakenly used interchangeably, 
particularly in the context of medicine and healthcare. Caduceus has been 
mistakenly adopted by some organizations in the medical field, especially in 
the United States. This confusion likely stems from its visually striking 
appearance and a misunderstanding of its historical and mythological 
background. 


E: So what is the Caduceus meant to symbolize, is if for commerce, such as in 
the dollar sign? 


D: Well, the Caduceus features two snakes, not one, winding around a 
winged staff. |t is associated with Hermes (or Mercury in Roman mythology), 
the messenger of the gods. And yes, the Caduceus symbolizes commerce, 
negotiation, and balance, rather than medicine. The dollar sign is composed 
of an “S” and an 
Goddess, as in Moon-eye, Money. 


ay 


and some say that this symbolizes ISIS, the moon 


E: Fascinating! And the Caduceus is also a symbol for the chakra system in 
eastern practice? 


D: Yes. In Hinduism and certain forms of yoga and meditation practices, chakras 
are considered focal points of energy within the human body, similar to the 
ones depicted along the rod of Caduceus. There are seven main chakras, each 
located along the spine and associated with different aspects of spiritual and 
physical wellbeing. The two serpents (or Kundalini energy) in this context 
represents potential spiritual energy lying dormant at the base of the spine, The emergency medical services|) 
which can be awakened and directed upward through the chakras ina process _—_ Star of Life features a rod of Asclepius 
of spiritual growth and enlightenment. 


Civil War-era advertisement depicting the dollar sign as a snake, 1861 
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The Menorah 


E: Can we find this symbolism in Judaism as 
well? 


D: Well, this is somewhat connected to the 
Jewish Menorah, the "7 lamps of the Spirit". 
The seven lamps allude to the branches of 
human knowledge, represented by the six 
lamps inclined inwards towards, and 
symbolically guided by, the light of God 
represented by the central lamp (the solar 
plexus). The menorah also symbolizes the 
creation in seven days, with the center light 
representing the Sabbath. 


E: Where was this Menorah placed? 


D: In Jewish tradition, the menorah is a seven-branched lampstand that 
was placed in the Tabernacle, and later in the Temple in Jerusalem, as 
instructed to Moses by God in the Torah (Exodus 25:31-40). It was to be 
kept burning continuously as a symbol of God's eternal presence among 
His people. 


E: Isn’t this symbolism also found in a Christian context? 


D: Yes. The Book of Revelation, a text from the Christian New 
Testament, often uses symbolic and apocalyptic language. Revelation 
4:5 describes "seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which 
are the seven Spirits of God." This imagery is part of the vision of the 
heavenly throne room and is symbolic of the Holy Spirit in its fullness 
and perfection, reflecting the sevenfold ministry of the Spirit as 
understood in some Christian interpretations. 


Hercules slaying the '7-headed Hydra in Greek Mythology 
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Uraeus, Mucalinda and the Ophites 


E: Did the ancient Egyptians also venerate serpents? 


Uraeus Cobra 


D: Yes, the serpent-theme is mirrored in the ancient 
Egyptian Uraeus, a symbol depicting a rearing cobra, often 
associated with the goddess Wadjet and found on the 
crowns of pharaohs. It represents sovereignty, divine 
authority, and protection. The cobra is considered a 
guardian, protecting the pharaohs in both life and the 
afterlife by warding off enemies and evil spirits. 


E: And the cobra is also connected to the Buddha? 


D: Yes, in some Buddhist traditions, the Buddha is depicted 
with a cobra, specifically in images of the Buddha meditating under the protection of the serpent king, Mucalinda. 


E: Tell me more. 


D: Sure. According to Buddhist legend, 
after attaining enlightenment under the 
Bodhi tree, the Buddha remained in 
meditation for several weeks. During this 
period, it is said that a severe storm broke 
out, bringing heavy rain and wind. 
Mucalinda, the king of the serpents, 
emerged from the earth and provided 
shelter for the Buddha by coiling his body 
around him and spreading his hood over 
the Buddha's head to protect him from 
the elements. 
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E: But isn’t the serpent supposed to be evil? 


D: Well, the Tau cross with a serpent, also known as the 
Ophite Cross, is sometimes used by certain esoteric or Gnostic 
groups, including some that modern society might label 


"Satanic." This usage stems from ancient Gnostic sects like the SYMBOLIZES 
Ophites, who revered the serpent as a symbol of wisdom, UPPER HALF BECOMES MR cia 
oe * a . THE HEAVENS 
knowledge, and spiritual awakening. \n their interpretation, OF THE 
‘ cs UNIVERSE 
the serpent's role in the Garden of Eden was seen positively, 
; : SILVER EGG HOLDING 
as it offered knowledge to Adam and Eve. This view contrasts THE GOD THANES REPRESENTS A 
: : oe : . “UNION OF 
with mainstream Christian symbolism where the serpent is OPPOSITES 
often associated with temptation and sin. The adoption of this 
. : LOWER HALF A SYMBOL 
symbol by modern groups can reflect a continuation of these BECOMES THE EARTH > * oF oRPHIC 
MYSTERIES 


ancient beliefs, emphasizing enlightenment and the 
questioning of traditional dogma. 


The Orphic Egg myth may have originated in Egypt and 
then found its way into Greek thought via trade 


routes. It symbolizes creation and has roots in the 
397 Orphic traditions of Ancient Greece. 


The Double Cross 


E: Sometimes Jesus is also seen in art, hanging on a cross with two 
bars. What does this mean? 


D: This is called the “Double Cross” since it symbolizes secular force 
over spiritual power. It also signifies male superiority and 
suppression of the female. 


E: In what way? 


D: Well, the double cross, also known as the Patriarchal Cross, has 
its origins in Christian symbolism. It consists of a standard cross with 
two horizontal bars near the top. The upper bar represents the 
plaque Pontius Pilate nailed above Jesus' head (secular force), while 
the lower, longer bar symbolizes the cross of crucifixion (spiritual 
power). 


This cross became especially significant in Eastern Christian and 
Byzantine traditions and is associated with the authority of high- 
ranking officials in the church, such as patriarchs or archbishops, 
symbolizing a merger of spiritual and secular power. 


E: | guess Jesus was “double crossed”! 


D: Yeah, you’re right. The term "to double-cross someone" however, 
originates from the early 19th century, relating to the act of betraying 
someone after pretending to join their side or after promising to act in 
their interest. It comes from the world of sports and gambling, where 
fixing races, matches, or games involved deceit. Initially, a cross as a 
signal agreed upon to indicate a fixed race; to double-cross involved 
agreeing to this but then betraying the agreement, leading to the 
broader meaning of betrayal or deceit in general contexts. 


E: Who used this symbol historically? 


D: Well, the double cross, also known as the Cross of Lorraine, has 
been used by various dynasties, nations, and organizations 
throughout history as a symbol or emblem. 


E: Any notable examples? 
D: Sure. Here are a few examples: 


The Kingdom of Hungary: One of the most famous uses of the 
double cross is associated with Hungary. It has been a part of the 
Hungarian coat of arms for centuries, symbolizing royal power and 
Christian faith. The double cross is thought to have been brought to 
Hungary by King Stephen I, the first King of Hungary, who was 
canonized as a saint for his efforts to Christianize the kingdom. 
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an petraine Reverse of the second double seal 


Region in France: of King Louis of Hungary (1342-1382) 
The Cross of Saad 

Lorraine, as it is — f —s 

known in this Og S = raf <a 


context, is named 
after the historical 
region of Lorraine 
in France. It 
became a symbol 
of the region and 
was used by the 
Dukes of Lorraine. 


The Cross of Coat of arms 

Lorraine gained of Slovakia Coin of Béla IV 
prominence during Adopted 1 March 1990 of Hungary (1235-1270) 
World War Il when (13 June 1919) 


it was adopted by 
the Free French Forces as a symbol of resistance against Nazi Germany, inspired by its association with Charles de 
Gaulle. 


The Byzantine Empire: The Patriarchal Cross, resembling the double cross, was also used in the Byzantine Empire, 
particularly by the Eastern Orthodox Church. It symbolized the Christian faith and the authority of the Byzantine 
Emperor, who was considered the leader of the Christian world at the time. 


Slovakia: The double cross is a national symbol of Slovakia and appears on its coat of arms. The symbol is deeply 
rooted in the country's history and Christian heritage, reflecting its historical ties to the Kingdom of Hungary. 


Eastern Orthodox Christianity: The double cross, or Patriarchal Cross, is used in Eastern Orthodox Christianity as a 
religious symbol. It represents the Christian faith and, in some interpretations, the dual nature of Christ as divine and 
human. 


E: Was it also used by the Merovingians? 


D: Yes. The Merovingian dynasty is often associated with the use of the 

double Cross of Lorraine. This symbol, known for its two horizontal bars, 

was used by the Merovingians, a Frankish royal family from which several 
medieval kings of France were descended. 


The Y-shaped Cross and the Holy Grail 


E: Why is Jesus sometimes depicted as hanging on a Y-shaped cross? 


D: The depiction of Jesus on a forked cross, resembling the letter "Y," is 
known as the "Y¥Y-shaped" or "Ypsilon" cross. It's a relatively rare 
representation of the crucifixion, and it has symbolic significance in certain 
Christian traditions. 


E: What does it symbolize? 
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D: It is believed that the forked Y-cross represents the Tree of Knowledge, 
which brought sin into the world. A sin, which according to Christian faith, was 
defeated by the suffering of Jesus on the cross at Calvary. 


E: This is also an alchemical symbol, isn’t it? 


D: Correct. The symbol of the "Y" in alchemical texts can represent the 
merging of dualities into a unified whole. The concept of the Androgyne in Z 
alchemy is a symbolic representation of this idea, where the Andro-gyne re sae i 
embodies both masculine and feminine qualities, symbolizing the union of Pre tid, 


ar 


h 
on 


opposites. 
E: So it’s about the search for the “Philosopher’s stone” ? 


D: Yes. In the context of alchemy, the Androgyne often signifies the mystical 
union that is the goal of the alchemical process, sometimes referred to as the 
"Chymical Wedding." This is a metaphorical event where the alchemist seeks 
to combine and transform base materials (often symbolized by male and female substances 
or principles) into a state of higher unity, often represented as the Philosopher's Stone or the 
Elixir of Life. 


E: Does the fact that the “Y” looks like a female womb hold any significance? 


D: Well, the "Y" symbol can be interpreted as a convergence point of two paths into one. It 
resembles the human form with arms outstretched, embodying the concept of the 
hermaphrodite or Androgyne, a being that transcends the duality of gender and 
encompasses a more profound spiritual or mystical wholeness. This symbol reflects the 
alchemical maxim "as above, so below," indicating that the processes happening in the 
macrocosm (the universe) are mirrored in the microcosm (the human being or the 
alchemist's work). It is also a symbol of the female groin (Gyne) derived from the hexagonal 
cube. 


The Holy Grail 


E: Some say that the Y-cross also is a symbol for the Holy Grail. What can you tell me about 
that? 


D: Well. the Holy Grail, is a legendary artifact often associated with Christian mythology and 
medieval lore. According to traditional narratives, the Holy Grail is a cup or chalice that was 
used by Jesus at the Last Supper and was later used to collect his blood during the 
Crucifixion. 


However, some alternative theories suggests that the Holy Grail is not a literal, physical 

object (like a cup or chalice) but rather a symbol representing the bloodline of Jesus Christ. In 

Alchemy, the Grail is sometimes alluding to the Mystikerkruzifix ("mystic's cross"), the Y-shaped cross, symbolizing 
the “Tree of knowledge” through the blood of Mary, more precisely the letter “Y” depicting the holy Cup (Chalice), 
in the shape of a female uterus. As you probably have noticed, a bloodline is generally depicted as a “Family Tree”. 


E: How did this theory come about? 
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D: This theory gained widespread attention following the 
publication of the book "Holy Blood, Holy Grail" by Michael 
Baigent, Richard Leigh, and Henry Lincoln. The idea is that the 


» 
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true 'Holy Grail’ is the lineage descending from Jesus, implying 
that Jesus had descendants. 


) . r ; 
E: Is there an etymological connection here? B ugh CG) rE) S| N E 
A cw of | 


D: Yes. This is partly based on an etymological interpretation. The 
phrase "San Greal" (Holy Grail) is reinterpreted as "Sang Real," - 
which translates from French to "Royal Blood." This wordplay 
suggests a shift in the meaning from a holy object (a grail) toa 


holy lineage (royal blood). 


The reinterpretation of "san greal" as "sang real" is said to date 
back to the 15th century. This indicates that the idea of the Grail 
being associated with a bloodline rather than a physical object is 


not a modern invention but has historical roots, although it remains outside mainstream historical and theological 
scholarship. 


E: Is this also connected to the Merovingians? 


D: | think I’ve mentioned this before. The theory often extends to include the Merovingian dynasty, an early Frankish 
royal line, a Frankish dynasty that ruled parts of present-day France, Germany, and Switzerland from the 5th to 8th 
centuries. They are named after their semi-legendary founder, Merovech. Historically, the Merovingians were 
significant for consolidating Frankish tribes and establishing a powerful kingdom in post-Roman Gaul. 


In the theory, the Merovingians are posited as direct descendants of Jesus Christ and Mary Magdalene. The 
narrative suggests that after the Crucifixion, Mary Magdalene fled to Gaul (modern-day France), where she gave 
birth to a child, whose descendants would eventually become the Merovingian kings. 


E: So it’s not about a real, physical cup? 


D: No, as | said, in this context, the Holy Grail is symbolically 
interpreted not as a physical chalice but as a metaphor for 
the sacred bloodline supposedly carried by the Merovingian 
dynasty. The "Grail" becomes a coded reference to this 
hidden royal lineage. 


E: Isn’t there also a character called the Merovingian, in the 
Matrix. | think you highlighted this before. 


D: Yes, as | touched upon earlier, in the "Matrix" film series, 
there is a character named the Merovingian. He appears 
primarily in "The Matrix Reloaded" and "The Matrix 
Revolutions," the second and third films in the trilogy. The 
character is portrayed as a sophisticated and powerful figure 
within the Matrix, often considered a sort of trafficker of 
information and a rogue program. 
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The choice of the name "Merovingian" is often seen as an allusion to the historical Merovingian dynasty, known for 
its complex and often mysterious history. 


Honey Bee 
E: What significance did the Honey Bee hold for the Merovingians? 


D: The Merovingians, are known to have held the Honey Bee in high regard, attributing to it a sacred or highly 
esteemed status. This reverence for the bee can be seen in various aspects of Merovingian culture and symbolism. 


E: Was the association of bees with royalty unique to the Merovingians? 
D: Well, the Bee was often associated with royal qualities and was used in royal insignia and emblems. Merovingian 
kings may have used the bee symbol to signify their legitimacy. However, the association of bees with royalty was not 


unique to the Merovingians and can be found in other cultures as well. 


For instance, Napoleon Bonaparte, for instance, adopted the bee as a symbol of his empire, possibly to draw a 
connection to the illustrious lineage of the Merovingians and to symbolize continuity and legitimacy. 


E: Bees store their honey in hexagonal cells, which bring to mind a "cube", such as in Star Trek's Borg collective. 


D: Yes, and the symbol for Omega in the Greek alphabet is sometimes also stand for the "Beehive" as a symbol, for 
the last days, when the hive is completed, and the perfect society emerges, out of the rubble of the old world (like 
Plato envisioned). Some more modern interpretations want to give it the significance of the final destruction, as in an 
"Armageddon", through nuclear bombs. 


The connection between honey bee and the emblem of the "Fleur-de-Lys" (or Fleur-de-Lis) is rooted in the historical 
and symbolic evolution of these symbols within French royalty and heraldry. 


The golden bees (or cicadas) found in the tomb 
of Merovingian King Childeric I symbolized 
royalty and possibly immortality. Centuries later, 
during the Carolingian dynasty, which succeeded 
the Merovingians, the Fleur-de-Lys emerged as a 
royal symbol. 


E: Can one say that this symbol has religious 
importance? 


The Bee as precursor to the Fleur-de-lys 
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D: Both symbols have religious connotations. The 
bee, with its industrious nature and role in producing 
life-sustaining honey, was seen as a symbol of divine 
blessing and providence. The Fleur-de-Lys, on the 
other hand, is often associated with the Virgin Mary 
in Christian symbolism and was used to convey purity, 
holiness, and divine right. 


The X-shaped Cross 


E: I’ve also seen images of Jesus hanging on a cross looking like an X, what 
does that signify? 


D: | doubt that you’ve seen that, since usually it’s not Jesus hanging on that 
cross. Crucifixions on crosses that look like an "X," is a less common 
depiction but one of the apostles of Jesus, Andrew, was crucified on an X- 
shaped cross, which is known as a "Crux Decussata" or the St. Andrew's 
Cross. 


E: What’s that story about? 


D: The story goes that Saint Andrew chose this particular form of crucifixion 
because he felt unworthy to be crucified in the same manner as Jesus. This 
act is often seen as a demonstration of his humility and devotion. Saint 
Andrew's choice of the X-shaped cross as his instrument of martyrdom is a 
significant part of his legacy and is why this cross bears his name. 


E: It seems that the letter X often has something mysterious over it, like the 
X-files for example. 


D: Yes. The letter X often symbolizes something unknown, with an air of mystery that can be appealing—just look at 
Elon Musk with SpaceX, Tesla's Model X, and now X as a new name for Twitter. 


E: Another interesting connection is to the fact that science uses the terms X and Y to denote the sex chromosomes. 
Don’t you think? 


D: Yeah, I’ve also thought about that, especially in relation to 
androgyny. X and Y chromosomes are types of chromosomes 
that play a crucial role in determining the sex of an individual 
in many species, including humans. The combination of sex 
chromosomes determines the biological sex of an individual. 
XX results in a female, and XY results in a male. 


E: Isn’t the X also derived from the shape of the hourglass? 


D: Yes. The X also often symbolizes the hourglass, which is a connection to Saturn, to the Grim Reaper, who reaps 
life, through the ravages of time. 


E: Didn’t Goya make a painting with this theme? 
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D: Yes. "Saturn Devouring His Son" is a famous 
painting by the Spanish artist Francisco de Goya. 
Created between 1819 and 1823, it is one of his 14 
"Black Paintings" - a series of dark and intense 
murals that Goya painted directly onto the walls of 
his house later in his life. 


E: and this Saturn figure is often portrayed as “Father 
Time”? 


D: Yes. The Romans often depicted Saturn as Father 
Time, an allegorical figure representing the passage 
and devouring nature of time. The painting can be 
interpreted as a reflection on the inescapable and destructive power of time. Just as Saturn consumes his offspring, 
time eventually consumes all life and matter. The frenzied, desperate expression on Saturn's face might also 
symbolize the relentless and brutal nature of time. 


Arm and Hammer 

E: So, when thinking of the “X” symbol, one is back to Sun and Moon 
symbolism again, the uniting of male and female energies, as in the “above and 
below” of the Hexagram. It’s all about the great “work” isn’t it? 


D: Yes, it’s all about giving birth to the new perfected society, through the 
woman’s “labor”. In the book of Revelation 17:1, the woman is referred to 
“the great harlot who sits on many waters, with whom the kings of the earth 
committed fornication. It’s called Dialectical Materialism. 


E: What is that? Please explain. 


D: Dialectical Materialism is based on the idea that history 
progresses through the conflict between opposites, leading to 
the evolution of society through different stages of 
development. 


The Marxist perspective holds that communism emerges as a 
higher stage of society after the dissolution of the capitalist 
system, rather than through a blending of the two. The key 
element is the revolutionary change that occurs as a result of the 
contradictions within capitalism, leading to its eventual downfall 
and the establishment of a communist society where those 
contradictions are resolved. 


E: Sounds like Hegelian dialectic, am | right? 
D: Yes, similar to Hegelian dialectic, Marxist theory, through 


Dialectical Materialism, describes a process from capitalism to 
communism in three stages: 
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Thesis - Capitalism: Capitalism is = CREATE THE INITIAL... 

characterized by private ownership 

of the means of production and the BR 0 B LF Mi 
exploitation of the working class 

(proletariat) by the owning class = MANAGE THE PUBLIC... 
(bourgeoisie). The inherent 
contradictions of capitalism, such as 
the conflict between the interests of 
the proletariat and the bourgeoisie, 
drive social and economic instability. 


Antithesis - Class Struggle: The contradictions within capitalism intensify class struggle, leading to a heightened 
awareness among the proletariat of their exploitation. This class consciousness becomes the driving force for 
revolutionary change. 


Synthesis - Communism: Marxists believe that the outcome of this class struggle will be the overthrow of the 
bourgeoisie by the proletariat, leading to the establishment of a classless society. In this new society, the means of 
production would be owned collectively, abolishing private property and eliminating class distinctions. This is seen as 
the resolution of the contradictions inherent in capitalism. 


The Hammer and Sickle 
E: And Communism is symbolized by the “Hammer and Sickle”. Can you tell me 
a bit about that emblem? 


D: The hammer and sickle, iconic symbols of communism, were introduced 
after the Russian Revolution of 1917. The hammer represents industrial 
workers, while the sickle symbolizes the agricultural peasantry. Together, they 
embody the unity of these two labor classes in the struggle for socialism and 
communism. The hammer and sickle signify the workers' power to build a new 
society and the importance of agriculture and industry to the communist state's 
economy and sustenance. 


E: And the Hammer is also depicted in Freemasonry? 


D: Yes, but the Masonic Hammer is the “Gavel” a symbol of labor and industry, 
representing the Mason's duty to break off the rough and superfluous parts of their 
character, much as a workman uses a gavel to chip away the rough edges of stone. In 
the judicial system the Gavel is used in the courts as you know. 


In Masonic symbolism, the hammer represents the exertion of effort or force (similar 
to the communist idea of “revolution”) to achieve one's purposes and the work 
required for shaping the "rough ashlar" (an unrefined stone) into the "perfect ashlar" (a 
polished stone ready for use in construction), which metaphorically represents the 
process of personal refinement and improvement. 


The Masonic square and compass, emblematic of Freemasonry, often include various 
symbols within their interlocking design. When depicted with an arm and a hammer 
inside, this imagery conveys themes of work, labor, and the act of creating or building 
the “new society”. 


405 


E: Is the Hammer and Sickle connected to the theme of 
Saturn? 


D: Yes. The astronomical symbol for Saturn is also a 
combination of a sickle or scythe with a cross. The 
cross is also, as you know derived from the “solar 
cross”, and the sickle from the “crescent moon”. 
Sometimes the cross is also referred to as the 
“Hammer of God”. 


E: Yeah, | guess the cross looks a bit like a hammer. Is 
this referenced in the Bible? 


D: Here are a couple of verses: 

“How is the hammer of the whole earth cut asunder and 
broken! how is Babylon become a desolation among the 
nations! (Jeremiah 50:23-25) 

"Is not my word like fire, declares the Lord, and like a 
hammer that breaks the rock in pieces?" (Jeremiah 
23:29) 


Armand Hammer heh 


E: Who was Armand Hammer, and why is he notable in 
the context of US-Soviet relations? 


Armand Hammer 


Astrology sign 
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D: Armand Hammer (1898-1990) was an American businessman recognized for 
his extensive business dealings with the Soviet Union, spanning the leadership 


‘The Dar ker Side from Lenin to Gorbachev. Despite the Cold War, Hammer navigated successful 


objectives. 


ventures with the USSR, raising questions about his political leanings and 


E: How did Armand Hammer's early life and family background influence his later 
dealings with the Soviet Union? 


D: Armand's father, Julius Hammer, was actively involved in the Socialist Labor 
Party of America, and Armand's name, inspired by the party's symbol, hints at his 
socialist roots. His initial trip to the Soviet Union in 1921 kickstarted a profitable, 


albeit controversial, relationship. 


the Soviet Union? 


era, blending business acumen with diplomacy. 
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E: What were some key aspects and controversies of Hammer's business ventures in 


D: Hammer engaged in various ventures, including art trades and pharmaceutical 
businesses, with some dealings marred by the sale of fake artworks. His unique 
position allowed him favorable relations with Soviet leaders, even during Stalin's 


E: Did Armand Hammer's motivations lean more towards socialist ideologies or capitalist profit? 


D: While Hammer's early exposure to socialist ideologies hinted at a political predisposition, his 
entrepreneurial endeavors suggest that profit was his primary motive. His career was marked by a 
keen ability to navigate legal and ethical boundaries for business gain. 


E: How is Armand Hammer's legacy viewed in terms of his contributions to US-Soviet relations and 
controversies? 


D: Hammer's legacy is complex, embodying both diplomacy and philanthropy alongside 
accusations of espionage and financial improprieties. Despite controversies, his significant 


contributions to fostering US-Soviet exchanges in business and culture are undeniable. 


E: What about The Arm & Hammer logo? 


D: The Arm & Hammer logo, featuring the arm 
and hammer symbol, is not related to Armand 
Hammer's name despite the funny coincidence. 
The symbol originally represented Vulcan, the 
Roman god of fire and metalworking, chosen 
for the sharpness and strength of spices ina 
business before the soda production. When 
soda production began, the emblem was 
adopted for the new product. Armand Hammer, who shared a coincidental 
name with the brand, acquired shares in the company but the brand's name 
and logo were established long before his involvement. 


An original Nazi Labor day medal from 1934 


The Red Star and the Age of Iron 


E: Sometimes the hammer and sickle are combined with a star, what does that 
signify? 


D: The combination of the hammer and sickle with a star is a symbol associated 
with communism and socialist states. The star, often a red star, it represents the 
Communist Party and its role as the guiding force in the fight for socialism and 
communism. The star also symbolizes the unity of the proletariat, peasantry, and 
the communist party in their common struggle. Additionally, it signifies the 
internationalism of the communist movement, aiming for a global revolution that transcends national borders. 


E: Which celestial bodies, or astrological planets are associated 
with the “Red Star”? 


D: One of the most prominent celestial bodies often associated 
with the symbolism of a red star in astrology is Mars. Additionally, 
the star Antares in the Scorpius constellation has significant 
astrological symbolism and is noted for its reddish hue. Mars is 
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known as the Red Planet due to its reddish appearance, which is 
caused by iron oxide (rust) on its surface. It's the fourth planet from a af 
the Sun in our solar system. ia 


In astrology, Mars symbolizes aggression, war, ambition, and Due to its red colo 
drive. It represents physical energy, passion, and the force that Was associated wil 
drives an individual's desires, actions, and ambitions. Mars' ye of 
association with the color red reinforces its connection to blood, ‘€ame to be 
warfare, and a dynamic or aggressive energy. Western mythology as tt 
god of war. 
Mars is also slightly connected to rulership by an “iron rod” which is 
mentioned in the Bible, particularly in the context of authority, 
strength, and divine judgment. It signifies the ending of the Kali 
Yuga, or "Iron Age", which is the current yuga and is the fourth and 
final in the cycle. This yuga is characterized by a complete collapse 
of spiritual values. \t is associated with great darkness, ignorance, and materialism. This is of course mirrored in the 
western astrological system, as moving out of the age of Pisces, and into the “New Age” of Aquarius. 


Antares and the sign of Scorpio 


E: Are there any other planets or stars, connected to the Communist Red Star? 


D: Antares is another heavenly body which is hypothetically connected to 
communism. Antares is a red supergiant star located in the constellation Scorpius 
and is one of the brightest stars in the night sky. Its name means "rival to Mars" 
because of its vibrant red color, which can appear similar to Mars in the night sky. 


E: What does Antares signify in astrology? 


D: In astrology, Antares is considered one of the four key stars in the 
heavens, also known as the Royal Stars of Persia. |t represents the heart 
of the scorpion in the Scorpius constellation. Antares is associated with 
bravery, but also with destructiveness, much like the planet Mars. It 
symbolizes a point of challenge, intensity, and potential for great success 
or failure (revolution). 


E: And these signs of revolution are said to stand for communist ideology? 


D: Yes. Scorpio, a water sign in astrology, is often associated with 
transformation, power, and intensity. One might suggest that these 
qualities reflect the transformative goals of communism, its pursuit of 
power, and the intense methods employed to achieve its ends. 


E: Have any authors, that you know of, written about this? 
D: Yes: Juri Lina's "Under the Sign of the Scorpion: The Rise and Fall of 
the Soviet Empire" explores the history and ideology of communism, 


particularly in the context of the Soviet Union. Lina attempts to link the astrological sign of Scorpio, and by extension, 
its brightest star, Antares, to communism. 
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E: And this is potentially why communism is 
connected to the color red? 


D: As | said, Antares is one of the brightest stars 
in the sky and has a distinct red color. Its color 
could symbolically be linked to the red flag of 
communism, representing blood, revolution, and 
struggle. Theorists might suggest that just as 
Antares stands out in the night sky, communism 
aimed to stand out and spread globally, with the 
red star serving as a guiding symbol. 


Scorpio is also associated with secrecy and hidden knowledge. Lina argues that communism has roots in secretive 
societies and that its leaders were guided by esoteric or occult knowledge, with Scorpio symbolizing this hidden 


aspect. 


E: What do you mean by “hidden aspect”? 


D: Well, it’s about the Timing of the Bolshevik Revolution. 


E: In what way? 


D: Well, the Bolshevik Revolution, which led to the rise of the Soviet Union, occurred in late October 1917, under the 
Western astrological sign of Scorpio. This is why it’s called the “October revolution”. One could claim this timing was 


astrologically significant and chosen deliberately to harness 
Scorpio's transformative energy. 


Lina further alleges that Western financial institutions, 
particularly those controlled by the Illuminati or Masonic 
Jewish banking cartels, provided substantial funding to the 
Bolsheviks. He argues that this financial support was crucial 
for the success of the Bolshevik Revolution. 


He suggests that Western governments, while publicly 
opposing the Bolsheviks, were actually working behind the 
scenes to ensure their victory. This could involve diplomatic 
decisions, misinformation campaigns, or other covert 
activities that indirectly aided the Bolsheviks. 


E: What else does Lina explore in his book? 


D: The book also explores the massive human toll of the 
Stalin era, including millions of deaths through executions, 
death camps, and organized famines, such as the 
Holomodor in Ukraine. Lina suggests that many deaths 
during World War II were actually caused by the Bolsheviks 
but blamed on the Nazis, and mentions other atrocities 
committed by the Communist regime. 
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Holodomor 


E: Lina seems pretty sure the Freemasons were involved in all this? 


D: Yes. Lina suggests that Freemasons have played a significant and secretive role in shaping international politics. He 
likely argues that many historical events and political upheavals have been influenced or orchestrated by Masonic 
forces. 


The book asserts that the Freemasons were behind the French Revolution of 1789 and the Russian Revolution of 
1917. This claim is part of a broader theory that sees these revolutions not as spontaneous or organic uprisings but 
as carefully planned events orchestrated by Masonic organizations. 


Divinity or Materialism? 
E: What is Darwinism's impact on worldviews regarding divinity and materialism? 


D: Darwinism emphasizes natural selection and evolutionary 
biology, promoting a materialistic worldview that often 
excludes divine considerations. This aligns with Marxist and 
Communist ideologies, which also prioritize materialism by 
dismissing spiritual or religious factors in societal analysis. 
Like we said, it’s the Freemasonic number 322, three to two, 
removing “spirit” from the complete human. 


E: How do Marxism and Communism conflict with Christian 
teachings? 


D: Marxism and Communism advocate for a classless, 


stateless society with communal ownership, clashing with The ideology that killed over 
Christian views on property rights, individual responsibility, TE 
and the state's role. Communist regimes have historically 1 00 million last century 
suppressed religious institutions and promoted atheism, — — 
affecting Christians and contributing to the view of 
Communism as anti-Christian. 
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E: But it’s not only governments that are infiltrated by 
communist ideas? 


D: No. Marxism, once central to workers' movements, has =e. 
shifted to cultural spheres, academia, and media. Known as Is now 
"cultural Marxism" in the U.S., this ideology emphasizes 
intellectuals over the proletariat as agents of socialist 
revolution. Originating from thinkers like Antonio Gramsci 


and the Frankfurt School, it aims to dismantle existing ‘ a. le 4) 
Christian culture, replacing it with Communism, ultimately : ——— WES 
ichi ict j —_ Mantetiem SOCIALIST 
establishing a global government led by Marxist intellectuals. SN hi reRnative 
E: Does Darwinism contradict Christian values of compassion tel. 
ASS 


eS el 


and charity? aot 
Austrafian National 
University 


a) — ; : : P 
D: Yes. The Darwinian principle of survival of the fittest is rgcraig centr arta 


seen as opposing Christian teachings on compassion, 


Senator Fraser Anning 
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charity, and the intrinsic value of human life, suggesting a conflict between the scientific theory and religious 
morality. 


E: What implications does a materialistic paradigm have on society? 


D: A materialistic paradigm, as upheld by ideologies like Communism, reduces the universe and life to physical 
processes (soulless matter), potentially leading to a society that lacks spiritual depth and values efficiency over 
individual fulfillment and moral considerations. 


E: What are the criticisms of contemporary ideological trends influenced by cultural Marxism? 


D: Critics of cultural Marxism 
en RACE, GENDER 
studies and social justice 9 

movements serve as tools for 5 

indoctrinating youth and altering & SOCcI i JUSTICE 
societal norms, aiming to 


undermine traditional values and 
promote collectivist ideals. 


E: How does Richard Wurmbrand 
connect Karl Marx to satanic beliefs? 


D: Pastor Richard Wurmbrand, in his book "Karl Marx and the Satanic 
Root of Communism," argues that Marx adhered to a belief system 
opposing God, suggesting that communism, influenced by Marx's 
ideology, is intrinsically anti-theistic and possibly rooted in satanic beliefs. 


E: What was Wurmbrand's experience under communist persecution? 


D: Wurmbrand endured torture and imprisonment as a political prisoner 


in communist Romania, steadfastly refusing to betray his faith or WOMEN'S, GENDER, 
associates. After his release, he founded Voice of the Martyrs to advocate & SEXUALITY STUDIES 


for those suffering religious persecution. 
E: What observations did Wurmbrand make about Western Christianity? 


D: Wurmbrand noted a lack of spiritual depth in Western Christianity compared to the profound faith of the 
underground church (that he founded), expressing concern over the decay of Western civilization and the looming 
threat of persecution similar to what he experienced in Romania. 


Stakeholder Capitalism 
E: How are capitalism and communism being utilized in the pursuit of global domination and centralization of power 
today? 


D: In the current global landscape, capitalism and communism are employed in various regions to advance the 
agenda of world domination and centralize power. This involves promoting each ideology where it best serves the 
interests of a central authority, creating a perpetual state of conflict and competition that facilitates manipulation 
and control of different groups and nations. 
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E: How do these ideologies influence the 
global economy? 


D: Capitalist markets are leveraged for 
wealth generation and accumulation, while 
communist principles are applied in certain 
areas to regulate populations and manage 
resources. This dual approach allows for 
economic dependency and inequality under 
capitalism to be exploited by introducing 
communist ideals as solutions, further 
centralizing power. 


E: What role do international bodies and 
institutions play in this scenario? 


Communism Capitalism 


D: International organizations are influenced 
to adopt policies and make decisions that 
favor power centralization. This is achieved by 
leveraging the appeal of both ideologies to 
shape global governance in a manner that 
consolidates control. 


is 


E: How are philanthropic and religious 
organizations involved in promoting these 
ideologies? 


D: These entities are strategically used to subtly disseminate aspects of both capitalism and communism across 
societies. Through philanthropy and religious outreach, they sway public opinion and influence government policies 
toward the desired objective of power centralization. 


E: Can you discuss the role of technology and corporate giants in enforcing control over populations? 

D: Technological advancements and corporate giants, products of capitalist markets, are harnessed to implement 
surveillance and control mechanisms reminiscent of communist oversight. This creates a framework for monitoring 
and regulating societal behavior under the pretext of communal welfare*. 

(See the book: Stakeholder Capitalism - A Global Economy that Works for Progress, People and Planet by Klaus 
Schwab). 

E: What are the global challenges facing the world today, and why do they require collective efforts to address? 

D: The world today is grappling with significant global challenges such as climate change, income inequality, and 
social injustice. These issues often transcend national borders and necessitate collective efforts from multiple 


countries and sectors to be addressed effectively. 


E: How can multinational corporations (MNCs) impact global issues? 
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D: Multinational corporations, with their 


extensive economic influence, resources, SUSTAINABLE SALS 


| a] 
and global reach, can impact a wide range DEVELOPMENT “ay 
of stakeholders, including employees, GOOD HEALTH QUaLiTy GENDER CLEAN WATER 
‘AND WELL-BEING EDUCATION 5 EQUALITY AND SANITATION 


customers, suppliers, and local 
communities. They are pivotal in addressing 
global challenges by leveraging their 


r a is AFFORDABLE AND DECENT WORK AND 
operations across multiple countries and CLEAN ENERGY ECONOMIC GROWTH 
ls 
regions. | 
a - ay 
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addressing these global issues? y 


D: Governments are primarily responsible 

for setting regulations, laws, and international agreements that can incentivize or mandate responsible corporate 
behavior and sustainability practices. They enforce rules and ensure accountability, playing a crucial role in tackling 
global challenges. 


E: What is the growing demand regarding corporate responsibility? 


D: There is an increasing demand from the public and various corporations for responsible actions and solutions to 
pressing global challenges. People are looking towards businesses and governments alike for effective solutions. 


E: How are governments and businesses collaborating to address global issues? 


D: There is a trend towards greater collaboration between governments and businesses through public-private 
partnerships. These partnerships aim to combine resources and expertise from both sectors to achieve shared 
objectives and address complex global issues. 


E: What are CSR initiatives, and why are they important? 


D: CSR initiatives involve businesses voluntarily taking actions to address societal issues, including environmental 
sustainability, community development, and ethical business practices. These initiatives are a crucial part of 
stakeholder capitalism, demonstrating corporate commitment to societal well-being. 


E: How do governments encourage sustainable business practices? 


D: Governments use a mix of regulatory frameworks, tax incentives, and subsidies to encourage businesses to 
adopt sustainable practices. These measures are designed to align corporate actions with broader societal goals 
(SDGs). 


E: What role do international organizations and agreements play in addressing 
global challenges? 


D: International organizations and agreements, like the United Nations and the 
Paris Agreement on climate change, involve cooperation between nation-states 
and multinational corporations to tackle global challenges through collective 
action. 


E: What are the concerns regarding corporate influence on public policy? 
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D: Concerns arise when corporations use lobbying efforts to unduly influence government policies and regulations. 
This can lead to regulatory capture, where corporations, rather than governments, dictate policy, undermining 
public interest. 


E: What is the concept of the Fourth Industrial Revolution, and how does it relate to global challenges? 


D: Well, like mentioned before, The Fourth Industrial Revolution suggests a close partnership between corporations 
and governments in shaping the future of economies, societies, and technology. It involves advancing agendas like 
smart cities and the Metaverse to address global challenges such as climate change, with an emphasis on digital 
transformation and sustainability. 


E: What is the impact of amplifying extreme political ideologies? 


D: By intensifying ideological extremes, the central power fosters a deeply fragmented political environment, 
hindering consensus-building and cooperation. This division serves to distract societies from recognizing and 
challenging the centralization of power. 


E: How does exploiting religious and ethnic differences contribute to this strategy? 


D: The central authority manipulates religious and ethnic tensions to deepen societal divisions, focusing public 
attention on these conflicts instead of the 
broader manipulative tactics at play, effectively 
masking the centralization of control. 


E: What is the purpose of exacerbating 
economic inequalities and promoting class 
warfare? 


VAR 
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Aleister Crowley (Occultist) 
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David Bowie Mohamed Ali Antonio Banderas 
D: Economic disparities are intentionally 
aggravated to provoke class conflicts, diverting 
the population's focus towards internal 
struggles. This tactic ensures that societies 


remain preoccupied with their disputes, 
diminishing their capacity to identify and resist 
the covert exertion of control by the central aT 


Carrie Fisher. 
power. 


E: So how would you sum this up? 


D: Well, in essence, the strategic use of os THE SIGN OF 
capitalism and communism in today's world is OSIRIS RISEN 
part of a broader scheme to centralize 
authority by manipulating economic systems, 
fostering ideological divisions, and exploiting 
societal conflicts, all while maintaining a veil of 
resolving global issues. 


Zayn Malik Rick Astley Ruby Rose. Eminem 
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Queen of Heaven and the Horned God 


Horned God Symbol 


E: What is the hand sign known as the Devil's claw? 


‘Devil horns’ or hand 
gesture of the horns 


D: The Devil's claw, or "cloven hoof" as it’s also called in occult circles, is a sign with 
many layers and interpretations. In Masonic circles it denotes "the five points of 
fellowship". \t is also called the "Sign of the Horns" going back to Lunar worship and 
the sign of the crescent moon, or "Lunar horns". 


E: How do you form the sign with your hand? 
D: It is formed by extending the index and little fingers while holding the middle and 
ring fingers down with the thumb. As | said, this gesture is recognizable worldwide and 


carries various connotations. 


E: Can you tell me about some of these meanings? 


D: Sure. In many Mediterranean and European cultures, particularly in Italy, the 
gesture is known as the "mano cornuta" or "horned hand." \t has been used 
historically to ward off the evil eye or to protect against bad luck. It's a superstitious 
symbol used for protection. 


E: What is its association with the Devil and Heavy Metal? 


D: In contemporary times, especially in Western culture, the sign of the horns became 
associated with rock and heavy metal music, thanks in part to its popularization by 
Ronnie James Dio, a heavy metal vocalist who adopted it from his Italian 
grandmother's use as a means to ward off the evil eye. In this 

context, it symbolizes rock 'n' roll rebellion, power, and the "devil- 
may-care" ethos of the music genre. 


E: And what about the Occult affiliation to this sign? 


D: Well, due to its horn-like appearance, the gesture has also been 
interpreted as a symbol of allegiance to the devil in certain religious 
and moral panic contexts, particularly during the Satanic Panic of the 
1980s in the United States. However, this interpretation is more 
related to cultural fears and moral panics than to the original 

or widespread use of the gesture. 


E: And in any other social contexts? 
D: Beyond its occult and musical associations, the gesture has 


been adopted in various sports and popular culture settings, 
often to signify intensity, enthusiasm, or support for a team. 
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Historically, in some European cultures, the gesture was also a sign of cuckoldry, Sign Language (ASL) 
implying that a man's wife was unfaithful, and he was being metaphorically 
"horned" as a cuckold. 


In American Sign Language (ASL), the gesture means “I love you”. 
E: What about the horned sign Karana Mudra in Buddhism? 


D: The Karana Mudra is a significant hand gesture in Buddhism and Hinduism that 
symbolizes the expulsion of demons and the removal of obstacles like sickness or 
negative thoughts. This “mudra” is often associated with powerful deities or 
figures within these religious traditions, and it is used in various 
contexts, such as in iconography, meditation, and rituals, to 
invoke protection and healing. 


It’s commonly seen in statues and images of the Buddha and 
Bodhisattvas, indicating their ability to dispel negativity and lead 
followers towards a path free of obstacles towards 
enlightenment. Similarly, in Hindu iconography, certain gods may 


be depicted making this gesture for similar symbolic reasons. () 
\ yy 
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E: And Apana Mudra in Hatha Yoga? AN | 
=) 
D: The Apana Mudra is a hand gesture used in Hatha Yoga and } wire OU 
udra 
various forms of meditation and pranayama (breath control | Gesture with which demons are 
expered. 


practices) within the broader scope of yoga and Ayurveda. 


E: What effects is it said to have? 


Apana Mudra 


It is believed to have significant therapeutic 
effects, especially in regulating the apana vayu, 
one of the five pranas (vital life forces) in the 
body, which is responsible for the eliminative 
processes, including digestion and detoxification. 


E: How is it performed? 


D: To perform the Apana Mudra, the thumb, 
middle finger, and ring finger are brought 
together at their tips, while the other fingers 
remain extended. This mudra is often used to 
stimulate the energy associated with the lower ‘Russian Orthodox Icon, 

abdomen, improving the elimination of waste Hermitage, Amsterdam. 

and toxins from the body. It is also said to help 

balance the elements within the body, particularly aiding in issues related to the digestive system, and can contribute 
to a sense of grounding and stability. 


Source; www.stylesatlife.com 
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E: What about depictions of Jesus making a gesture 
that resembles the modern "horned hand sign"? 


D: This is used in religious art, particularly when 
pointing to a specific text, is often misinterpreted 
outside its historical and iconographic context. When 
Jesus is shown making a gesture that modern viewers 
might associate with the "horned hand," it is actually a 
gesture of teaching or blessing, not related to the 
modern interpretations of the sign. 


is gesture was used by ancien 

peakers to point out specific par 

the text. This gesture on Jesus 

S$ is an open book pointing out: 
specific text. 

E: It’s not the same as the gesture with two fingers? 


Two finger salute 


D: No, that gesture involve Jesus raising two fingers 
(usually the thumb and either the index or middle 
finger), which symbolize the dual nature of Christ 
(both divine and human) or the Trinity. This gesture 
can also be used to point to a passage in a scroll or 
book, highlighting its importance or indicating that 
the text is central to the message being conveyed in 
the artwork. 


E: Didn’t early Christians also use the two fingers in 
a “crossed” manner? 


WOD"DASUUAAPNY GL MAM 


D: Yes. Some theories suggests that the gesture of 
“crossed fingers” has early Christian roots. During 
times of persecution, Christians would use the Byzantine Icon, St. Catherine’s 
crossed fingers as a secret symbol to recognize each Monastery, Mount Sinai. 


Source: pininterest.com 
other. The gesture is said to represent the Christian ; 2 
Benefits of Prana Mudra: It increases the flow of prana (vital energy) 


fish symbol or the cross, serving as a form of silent she bods which ptignerheinmanseysten Thera 
communication among believers. However, when activates the root chakra which promotes stability and calmness. 


someone crosses their fingers behind their back, it's 
commonly understood as a symbol of deceit or a way to excuse 
oneself from a promise or a lie. 


Source: www.wordlypost.in 


E: So why does Baphomet hold up two fingers? 
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D: This is known as the “two finger salute” and it is intended to 
represent the phrase “As above, so below”. It’s about the 
balance between mercy and justice, and the waxing and waning 
of the moon. The two fingers raised can also be seen as a symbol 
of the duality of good and evil, male and female, flesh and spirit, 
and the merging of these dualities into a single unity. It also 
signifies the removal of spirit, leaving only mind and body 
behind. This is what the masonic code 322 means, “three to two”. 
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Origins of the Horned God 


E: What are the origins of the Horned God? 


D: The Horned God has origins dating back to ancient civilizations like Crete, 

Greece, Egypt, Sumer, and Babylon. Worship of this deity, resembling Pan and 
related to cave art satyrs, was prevalent during the Bronze and Iron Ages in the 
Aegean region. 


E: How do Neo-pagans view the Horned God? 


D: Neo-pagans, including Wiccans, see the Horned God as an aspect of ritual 
transformation, often linked with Cernunnos and variants like the Green 
Man, embodying nature, the underworld, and aspects of fertility. 


E: What animals are sacred to the Horned God? 


D: The stag, bull, goat, and bear are sacred animals to the Horned God, with 
many depictions of Cernunnos showcasing him with antlers, highlighting his 
connection to nature and fertility. 


E: Is there a connection between the Horned God and other historical 
deities? 


D: Yes, the Horned God is seen as an amalgamation of various deities like 
Silvanus, Dionysus, Pan, and Faunus, reflecting a blend of traits associated 
with fertility, nature, and the underworld. 


E: What does the Horned God symbolize in modern pagan practices? 


D: In modern pagan and Neo-pagan practices, the Horned God symbolizes the eternal cycle of nature, representing 
virility, fertility, the natural world, and the cycle of life and death. 


E: How is the Green Man related to ancient pagan and Christian 
beliefs? 


D: The Green Man, often associated with the Horned God, 
symbolizes fertility and nature's renewal. While some see him 
as a pagan symbol of regeneration, others argue against his 
ancient pagan origins, viewing him as a Christianized symbol of 
resurrection. 


E: Can you explain the historical worship of horned deities? 


D: Historically, horned deities were worshipped in various 
cultures, signifying divinity and association with animals. From 
the Aurignacian and Magdalenian periods, horned figures like 
the "sorcerer" in cave paintings suggest early shamanic or 
ritualistic practices related to these deities. 
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Moloch/Chemosh 


N E: How come the Devil, called Satan, is often said to have 
"horns". Where does this idea come from? 


D: The depiction of the Devil, or Satan, with horns is a result of 
a complex intermingling of Christian theology, pagan symbolism, 
and medieval iconography. 


E: So this idea is not found in the Bible? 


D: No. This imagery does not originate from the Bible but from 
the Christian tradition's gradual demonization of earlier pagan 
gods and spirits, many of whom were depicted with horns, 
signifying their connection to nature, fertility, and animals. 


E: So how did the Devil get this look? 


D: Over time, Christian artists and theologians adopted these 
features to visually represent Satan, aiming to embody evil or 
otherness in contrast to Christian symbols of holiness and 
purity. 


E: Otherness as in “Paganism”? 


D: Yes, it was about distinguishing Christian beliefs from pagan ones, transforming symbols of pagan divinity into 
representations of Christian evil. The horned appearance of Satan became a potent symbol of sin, temptation, and 
moral deviation within Christian iconography and literature, further solidifying this image in the cultural 
consciousness. 


The Green Man 


E: How is it that the pagan "Green Man" is so often translated into the 
theme of extraterrestrial "Little Green Men"? 


D: Well, early science fiction stories often depicted Martians and other 
aliens as having green skin, possibly as a way to emphasize their 
otherworldliness and connection to nature or different environments. 
The color green was likely chosen because it was visually distinct from TH 
human skin tones and had connotations of being unnatural or alien. And 
of course the horns was transformed into antennas instead. 


E: And this spread into media and pop culture? 


D: Well, as stories of UFOs and alien encounters became more widespread in the 
media, especially in the 1950s and 1960s during the height of the UFO sighting craze, 
the depiction of aliens as small, green creatures became a popular trope. These 
descriptions were further popularized by cartoons, movies, and television shows that 
caricatured aliens in this way. 


E: Might the color green have been chosen because of some psychological impact? 
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D: Green might have been chosen because it can evoke 
feelings of mystery, unfamiliarity, and sometimes unease—all 
emotions that align with the common perception of 
extraterrestrial beings as mysterious and potentially 
threatening. This is also connected to “Mescalito*” the 
mysterious entity, with green skin, that some say they have 
encountered while ingesting entheogens. 

(* See: Peyote and Other Psychoactive Cacti, by Adam 
Gottlieb). 


E: Tell me more. 


D: Mescalito is a visionary entity or spirit associated with the 
consumption of peyote, a small, spineless cactus with 
psychoactive alkaloids, notably mescaline. Peyote has been 
used for thousands of years by indigenous peoples in Mexico and the southwestern United States for spiritual and 
medicinal purposes. The term "Mescalito" was popularized in Western cultures, particularly through the works of 
authors like Carlos Castaneda. |n Castaneda's books, which he claimed were based on his apprenticeship with a 
Yaqui Indian shaman named Don Juan Matus, Mescalito is presented as a powerful spiritual teacher or guide 
encountered through the ritualistic consumption of peyote. 


E: Is this Mescalito character benevolent or malevolent? 


D: According to Castaneda's accounts and others' experiences with peyote, Mescalito is described as a benevolent 
entity that imparts wisdom, offers insights into the nature of reality, and provides guidance on the spiritual path. The 
appearance of Mescalito is said to vary among individuals, with some describing him as a humanoid figure or a 
presence that communicates through feelings or visions rather than physical form. 


E: is the term “Little Green Men” used to discredit UFO-witnesses? 


D: | think it has. The term "little green men" has since become a somewhat derogatory or humorous way to refer to 
extraterrestrial beings, often used to express skepticism about their existence or to mock sensationalized accounts of 
UFO sightings and alien abductions. Despite its origins in fiction and pop culture, the image of "little green men" has 
become an enduring symbol in the discussion of extraterrestrial life. 


Green Man of Rosslyn Chapel 


E: Some say that the theme of the “Green Man” has Freemasonic origins. 
What do you think about that? 


D: The concept of the "little green man," as depicted in popular culture 
through aliens, elves, leprechauns, and other fairy creatures, is often 
jokingly attributed to Masonic influence by some theorists. They suggest 
that Freemasons find amusement in the public's failure to grasp the 
esoteric meanings behind these occult symbols. Freemasons, particularly 
those at the higher and innermost levels, are said to understand the 
deeper symbolism these figures represent. Historically, Freemasons have 
often identified themselves as the architects and shapers of society, 
masters of the material world through their understanding and 
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manipulation of nature. To truly master nature, one 
must become integrated with it, embodying the 
essence of the "green man." 


E: But can’t the Green Man also be said to represent 
the study of nature, particularly “human nature”? 


D: You’re probably on to something. Ancient 
civilizations had a profound understanding of human 
nature, far surpassing even that of Freud. Their 
knowledge was the result of millennia of observation 
and study, predating even the Sumerian civilization, 
which itself inherited wisdom from even older 
societies. Humanity, with its rich and complex history 
of rise and fall, is ancient, and the techniques for 
studying human behavior—particularly tribal 
dynamics—have been sophisticated and utilized for controlling societies 
throughout history. 


E: But isn’t the Freemasonic Rosslyn Chapel full of Greenman carvings? Can you 
elaborate on that. 


D: Well, Rosslyn Chapel, established in 1446, boasts at least 103 carved 
depictions of the Green Man, making it the site with the highest concentration 
of Green Man images in any European chapel. 


E: Didn’t modern Masonry even originate here? 


D: Yes. The form of Freemasonry recognizable in modern 
times is believed to have originated with the construction of 
Rosslyn Chapel near Edinburgh. Significant evidence supports 
the connection between Rosslyn Chapel, the Jewish Temple 
through the Knights Templar, and Freemasonry. Specifically, 
Rosslyn's ground plan mirrors that of Herod’s Temple, and 
its above-ground structure reflects the Herodian architecture 
of Jerusalem. Moreover, Rosslyn houses the oldest known Se 
depiction of a modern First Degree Ceremony conducted by (ya ' Wa 
a Knight Templar. The chapel's design, initiated in 1440, ; AS. w 

precisely replicates the layout of the Third Temple in 
Jerusalem, built by Herod and demolished in the first century 
by the Romans. 


r/o iar® 
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E: Who was its architect? 


D: Sir William St Clair, the last Sinclair Earl of Orkney, 
commissioned Rosslyn Chapel's construction. He was a direct 
descendant of William de St Clair, the Last Temple Grand 
Master of Scotland, who died while transporting the heart of 
King Robert the Bruce on a final crusade to Jerusalem. 
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E: But | guess that the Greenman-theme can be found all over the planet? 


D: Yes, very much so. The motif of the Green Man is not exclusive to Rosslyn and can be found in various ancient 
temples across the East*, a fact that has not received adequate recognition in Western scholarship. Ancient 
depictions of the Green Man are still visible in places such as the Apo Kayan region of Borneo, where he is revered as 
the Lord God of the Forest, in the chapels of Dhankar Gompa in the Indian Himalayas, in the temples of Kathmandu, 
Nepal, and in the Jain temples of Ranakpur, to name a few. This indicates that the Green Man is a globally recognized 
symbol with ancient origins. 

(* See: The Green Man - Spirit of Nature, by John Matthews). 


Crowley and “Lam” 

E: Some say that the aliens, are fallen angels, and 
that after the flood they became spirit entities, 
residing in what is called “the pit” or the lower 
astral realms. What supports that idea? 


Aleister Crowley 


D: Well, the occultist Aleister Crowley claimed to 
have contact with an extraterrestrial or 
interdimensional entity named "Lam." This 
encounter is less well-known than his contact with 
his other psychic contacts, but it holds a particular 
place in Crowley's body of work and has intrigued Aleister Crowley's i) 5 ms North Carolina 
followers of his teachings and those interested in ‘LAM ' entity | Abduction Case Sketch 


the occult. “Today they call them ns and demons, 
tomorrow they will call them something else.” 
E: Tell me a bit about Crowley. - Aleister Crowley 


D: Aleister Crowley (1875-1947) was an influential and controversial 
figure in the early 20th century, known for his significant contributions 
to occultism and ceremonial magic. He was an English occultist, 


ceremonial magician, poet, painter, novelist, and mountaineer. 
Crowley is perhaps best known as the founder of the religious 
philosophy of Thelema, which was based on the principle "Do what 
thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law." 


Crowley’s philosophy of Thelema places a strong emphasis on the 
individual’s will and the pursuit of one’s true purpose or "True Will." 
This focus on personal spiritual sovereignty aligns with the Left-Hand 
Path's emphasis on individualism and self-deification. 


E: What did this “Lam” look like? 


D: Crowley's contact with Lam is primarily known through a portrait he drew in 1918. This portrait, titled "Lam," 
depicts a creature with an elongated head and large, dark eyes, bearing a resemblance to modern depictions of 
extraterrestrial beings, particularly the "Grey Aliens" commonly associated with UFO lore. 


The drawing of Lam is believed to have originated from a series of magical workings known as the "Amalantrah 
Working," which Crowley conducted in New York City between 1918 and 1920. During these workings, Crowley and 
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his associates purportedly invoked various entities and received communications from them. He described Lam as a 
"psychic link" and considered the drawing to be a kind of portal to Lam's dimension or realm. 


In later years, the image of Lam and Crowley's encounter with this entity gained interest in both Thelemic circles and 
among UFO enthusiasts. Some have speculated that Crowley's contact with Lam was an early encounter with an 
extraterrestrial being. This mirrors the theories about the Vril society supposedly contacting ET: s using psychic 
mediums. 


The Spear of Destiny 
E: | know you mentioned this before, but please refresh my 
memory: What was the Vril Society? 


D: The Vril Society was a purported secret society in pre-Nazi 
Germany, closely associated with theosophical and occult 
movements. It is said to have been inspired by the ideas of a 
group of female psychic mediums who believed in the existence 
of an energy source called "Vril." This energy was thought to 
have ancient origins and the potential to empower those who 
harnessed it. 


E: So they were basically involved in “Seances” rather than 
Sciences? 


D: Yes. The members of the Vril Society are often said to have 
engaged in various esoteric and occult practices, which might 
have included spiritism or attempts to contact the dead. This is 
consistent with the broader context of early 20th-century 
Germany, where interest in the occult, theosophy, and mysticism 
was relatively common, especially in certain esoteric circles. 


Some accounts, often found in speculative literature, mention names such as Maria Orsic (or Orsic). She is 
sometimes described as a medium who claimed to have received communications from extraterrestrial entities, 
which were allegedly connected to the Vril Society's interest in otherworldly technologies and energies. 


Some authors have suggested that the Vril Society was either an offshoot or a closely aligned group with the Thule 
Society, sharing similar mystical and nationalist beliefs. 


E: What was the Thule society? 


D: The Thule Society was a real historical organization 
founded in Germany after World War I, and it was an 
occultist and national (vdlkisch) group that played a 
significant role in the early growth of the Nazi 
movement. It was established in Munich around 1918 
by Rudolf von Sebottendorff. It was heavily influenced 
by German nationalist ideas and various occult and 
esoteric beliefs, including Theosophy and Ariosophy, 
which combined nationalist and racist ideologies with 
occult practices and theories. 
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E: Were their proceedings similar to the Vril Society? 


D: Yes. The society held meetings, conducted rituals, and was involved in publishing 
esoteric and nationalist literature. It attracted a number of influential German figures, 
including some who would later become prominent in the Nazi Party. 


E: So they influenced the emerging Nazi-ideology? 


D: While the Thule Society was not a direct predecessor of the Nazi Party, it provided a 
forum where ideas later integral to Nazi ideology were developed and spread, including 
anti-Semitism, Germanic mysticism, and the mythic origins of the Aryan race. 

E: Where did you gain this information? 


D: In the book "Nazis and the Occult," author Paul Roland explores the significant role 
the dark arts played in Adolf Hitler's regime. The book delves into how Hitler, along with 
many of his high-ranking party members such as Himmler, Bormann, Goebbels, Goering, 
and Hess, engaged in activities related to spirits, astrology, ancient relics, seances, and 
the paranormal. But | think I’ve mentioned this before. 


Roland's work uncovers the Third Reich's deep-seated links with arcane 
influences and the embodiment of evil itself. This connection is illustrated 
through the Nazis' fascination with symbols of arcane power, such as the 
Holy Grail and the Spear of Destiny. 


E: What is the “Spear of Destiny”? 


D: The Spear of Destiny, also known as the Holy Lance, is a legendary 
artifact said to be the lance that pierced the side of Jesus Christ during his 
crucifixion, as described in the Gospel of John (19:34). According to 
Christian tradition, when Jesus was on the cross, a Roman soldier (later 
identified as Saint Longinus) used this spear to ensure that he was dead, 
prompting blood and water to flow from Jesus' side. 


E: And why was the spear so sought after? 


D: Well, the spear has been imbued with mystical properties and legends 
over the centuries, suggesting that it holds the power to determine the fate 
of the world, granting victory to its possessor. It has been sought after by 
various historical figures, including Holy Roman Emperors and Adolf Hitler, 
who believed in its power to confer invincibility and divine right to rule. 


Weilige Lanze E: Have this object ever been identified for real? 


D: Several artifacts have been identified as the Spear of Destiny throughout 
history, with the most famous being housed in the Hofburg Palace in 
Vienna, Austria. Other spears are claimed to be the true Holy Lance, 
including one in the Vatican and another in Poland. 
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E: Some claim that these occult proceedings led to the Nazis’ 
harnessing anti-gravity technologies. Have you heard about that. 


D: Yes, | am familiar with that idea. It is however very hard to Pad apy 
verify those claims. William Lyne is one of the few who have tried | The Gerniat 
«le i}: f. ; 2serimanr 


to back this up. Te: nti-Gravi 'y 
& ec Energy Program 


E: Where can one find out more about this theme? 


D: Well, as | have talked about previously, the documentary "Nazi 
UFOs: How They Fly - Exposing the German Tesla Anti-Gravity & 
Free Energy Program" by Paul Scarzo features an interview with 
author and researcher William R. Lyne. 


E: What does Lyne address? 


D: Lyne discusses the concept of generating more energy than 
expended, a concept pioneered by Nikola Tesla. He suggests 
Tesla's work led to the creation of Free Energy devices, potentially 
powering manmade flying saucers. 


E: And what supposedly happened with Tesla’s inventions? 


D: Well, the documentary explores Tesla's rejected offer of his experimental technology to the U.S. government and 
its subsequent acquisition by Nazi Germany. Werner Von Braun, a Nazi scientist, is said to have used Tesla's 
technology in developing saucer-shaped aircraft with extraordinary capabilities. 


Lyne proposes that the secrecy surrounding this technology post-World War II was to protect economic interests, 
such as fossil fuel dependency, and involved a disinformation campaign about extraterrestrial life. The film covers the 
technical workings of this technology, with claims of hidden Free Energy devices in everyday objects and a compass 
system used by Nazi flying saucer pilots. 


The documentary presents a unique perspective on the origins of the flying saucer phenomenon, linking it to Tesla's 
inventions and Nazi scientific advancements. 


Queen of Heaven 
E: Is the “Spear of Destiny” somehow connected to the “Rod of 
iron” which we discussed previously? 


D: No, the “Rod of Iron” is found in the Book of Revelation 12:5, 
where it symbolizes the power and authority of Jesus Christ and, by 
extension, the message of judgment and rule over the nations. It is 
not connected to the lance of destiny. This symbolism goes back to 
Moses parting the “Red” sea: “But lift up your rod and stretch out 
your hand over the sea and divide it.” (Exodus 14:16). 


E: How did Jung interpret the “Parting of the Red Sea”? 
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re "= % ‘ \ \ ie /, y ,, be is D: To Carl Gustav Jung, the Red Sea symbolizes a transformative 
~~. } // baptism, colored by Christ's sacrifice, where sins, our spiritual 
ee ~~ NN ~ \\\ {| / Vi, § enemies, are vanquished. For the unaware, it represents death, 
\ yet for the enlightened, it offers rebirth and transcendence. 


E: Its’s about Atonement? 


D: Yes. Or shall one say Aton-ment since enlightenment is 
connected to the age of the “Corona”, the return of the “Sun”, 
derived from “Aton”. 


E: Tell me more about this connection. 


D: The “Aton” was symbolized by the disk of the sun, often 
depicted with rays (crown of thorns) extending downward, 
ending in hands reaching out in blessing or offering life 
to the pharaoh and his family. This is why Christians to 
this day raise their hands in front of the (solar) cross, to 
meet the hands of the Lord above. This representation 
emphasized the sun as the source of all life, with the 
Aton as the life-giving force behind the natural world. 


E: And Aton is of course Nato backwards? 


D: Yes. And the Nato symbol is both a solar cross, and 
a swastika, which are both symbols for the “Aton” the 
Sun. The star is a compass rose emblem, pointing 
North, East, West and South (N-E-W-S). 


E: is it true that Atonism was the first Monotheistic 
religion? 


D: Yes. Pharaoh Akhenaten in the 18th Dynasty 
(around the 14th century BCE) elevated Aton to the 
status of a supreme deity in a monotheistic (or 
monolatristic) manner, marking a significant departure 
from the traditional polytheistic worship of multiple 
gods in ancient Egypt. 


E: So what were Carl Jung's conclusions about the 
“unenlightened” ? 


D: Well, according to Jung's analysis, the "unaware" lack insight 
into humanity's role and fate in the cosmos, essentially missing 
knowledge of their deep, personal, and collective unconscious. 
This unconscious includes one's shadow and weaknesses, equated 
with sin and impurity needing cleansing through baptism. Those 
lacking enlightenment and purification face spiritual demise, 
trapped by their limitations when they try to cross the Red Sea. 
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E: What does Revelation 12:5 say? 


D: It describes a male child "who will rule all the nations with an iron 
scepter (or rod)." This verse is part of a vision involving a woman clothed 
with the sun and a dragon. The child is commonly interpreted as 
representing Christ, who has authority over all nations. The birth of “the 
child”, is the arrival of the “second Moses”, the Messiah. 


E: Sounds like a very angry Jesus! 


D: Yes! | think one should take this violent symbolism with a big grain of 
salt. The Iron scepter is a symbol of the Shepherds’ staff, and the rule over 
nations will manifest through peace, not war. Jesus Christ, "will feed His 
flock like a shepherd; He will gather the lambs with His arm, and carry 
them in His bosom, and gently lead those who are with young" (|saiah 
40:11). 


He says of the people living at that time: "/ will make with them a 
covenant of peace and banish wild beasts from the land, so that they may dwell securely in the wilderness and sleep 
in the woods... They shall dwell securely, and none shall make them afraid" (Ezekiel 34:25-28, RSV). 


E: So who is this Woman, who gives birth to the “male child”? 


D: As we stated, the context of Revelation 12 involves a woman clothed with the sun, who gives birth to a male 
child destined to rule the nations, while a dragon (identified as Satan in Revelation 12:9) seeks to devour the child. 
The child is then "caught up to God and to his throne," which many interpret as a reference to Christ's ascension and 
His ultimate victory over evil. 


Virgin Mary 
E: But who is the woman, is it Virgin Mary? 


D: Yes, it can be. One common interpretation within Christian 
tradition sees the woman as the Virgin Mary, with the child she 
gives birth to being Jesus Christ. The imagery of the sun, moon, 
and stars is often seen as symbolizing Mary's exalted status and 
purity, while the narrative reflects the birth of Christ and His early 
life, including Herod's attempt to kill Him. 


E: What stars? 
D: Well, the image of “the Queen of Heaven” has twelve stars over her head, and she is pursued by a "dragon". 
Some theories suggest that the twelve stars on the EU flag were inspired by the biblical imagery of the woman in 


Revelation 12:1. 


E: Do people think that this symbolism was purposefully chosen? 
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D: Yes. Speculators have sometimes 
claimed that the designers of the EU 
flag intentionally chose the twelve 
stars as a reference to the Virgin 
Mary's crown of stars, suggesting a 
hidden religious or Marian significance 
behind the symbol. 


E: When we discuss the European 
Union, the EU Parliament in Strasbourg often comes to mind. It bears a striking resemblance to Bruegel's version of 
the Tower of Babel. Any thoughts on that? 


D: The construction of the EU project, as Margaret Thatcher put it, is "the move towards a bureaucratic European 
superstate." However, if we recall the story from Genesis, God destroyed the Tower of Babel because its builders 
were becoming too powerful. He made them speak different languages to hinder their collaboration. Unfortunately, 
this seems to have already occurred through mass migrations into Europe*, replacing indigenous populations and 
mixing languages. 

(* See: The Strange Death of Europe, by Douglas Murray). 


E: Any other interpretations of who the mysterious woman in Revelation is? 
D: Well, another interpretation views the woman as a symbol of the people of Israel, from whom the Messiah 
(represented by the male child) comes. The twelve stars are said to represent the twelve tribes of Israel, and the 


imagery draws on various Old Testament passages that describe Israel in terms of a woman in labor. 


Bride of Christ 


Gee 


E: Is the woman in “labor” the bride of Christ? R - 


D: Yes, it could be. Some interpretations see the woman as representing the Go (o)D . A 


Church, the "Bride of Christ," which gives birth to believers and followers 
of Jesus. The persecution by the dragon represents the trials and 
tribulations faced by the Church from worldly and satanic forces. VS. 


E: What about the dragon? : E, 
(pv) Evi. 


D: The dragon is almost universally interpreted as representing Satan or a ‘ 
the devil, who opposes God's plan and seeks to destroy the child 

(representing Christ or the Messiah) and persecute the woman (representing either 
Mary, Israel, or the Church). The battle described in Revelation 12 is seen as a symbolic 
depiction of the spiritual warfare between good and evil. Or Go(o)d and the (D)-Evil. 


. 
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E: Could this be seen through a lens of Astrology? 


D: Yes. Some have sought to connect the imagery in Revelation 12 with astronomical 
events or alignments, interpreting the woman clothed with the sun and the moon 
under her feet as a specific arrangement of celestial bodies. For example, the sun 
being in the constellation of Virgo, the moon beneath, and a configuration of stars or 
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planets that could be construed as a crown. Some scholars point to the wife of Nimrod, Semiramis, as the template 
for this symbolism. 


Nimrod and Semiramis 
E: Who was Nimrod in historical and mythological contexts? 


D: Nimrod is mentioned in the Book of Genesis as a mighty hunter and 
is traditionally seen as the founder of Babylon and other cities in 
Mesopotamia. While his existence as a historical figure is debated, he is 
often enveloped in myth and legend, making him a subject of interest 
for both scholars and religious commentators. 


E: Can you tell me about Semiramis and her connection to Nimrod? 


D: Semiramis is a legendary figure, purportedly Nimrod's wife and a 
queen of Assyria. Her narrative seems to be an amalgamation of 
historical queens and goddesses from the ancient Near East, 
characterized as an ambitious woman who contributed significantly to 
Babylon's founding and expansion. Semiramis miraculously conceived a 
son named Tammuz who was to be the savior of his people, like the 
stories of Christ. Tammuz was also, according to the myths killed by wild 
beasts and then resurrected from the dead. 


E: So this narrative once again encapsulates key themes of fertility, 
rebirth, and the natural cycle? 


D: Yes. The story, particularly of Semiramis's miraculous conception of 
Tammuz and his subsequent death and resurrection, mirrors ancient 
myths surrounding divine birth and rebirth. 


Semiramis 


E: Is Semiramis and Tammuz mentioned in the Bible? 


D: Yes. Both Ezekiel and Jeremiah spoke about the worship of 
Semiramis, the queen of heaven, and her son Tammuz. \dols 
depicting the mother as the queen of heaven were common 
throughout the ancient world. Religious rites, involving the 
worship of the mother and child, were introduced into certain rites 
promising purity from sin. 


E: Can you exemplify? 


=) bw at 
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Long before Christ's crucifixion, the cross symbolized the HR 2q( R:3 2 


Babylonian god “Tammuz” - who was killed by a wild boar. jam 
MINA IGS ene a iets |" 2hen he brought me to the entrance of the north gate of the 


origins of Lent, Therefore the ashes placed on the iar : 
MAGE ek eriinetaies | 7ouse of the LORD, and | saw women sitting there, mourning for 


symbolic of the sun god; whose name in Greek is Apollo! Tammuz." 


D: Sure, here are some verses: 
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Jeremiah 7:18: 
"The children gather wood, the fathers light the fire, and 

the women knead the dough and make cakes of bread for TAM \ Y Zz COS Ss 
the Queen of Heaven. They pour out drink offerings to 
other gods to provoke me to anger." 


Jeremiah 44:18: 

"Ever since we stopped burning incense to the Queen of 
Heaven and pouring out drink offerings to her, we have 
had nothing and have been perishing by sword and 
famine." 


_— 


E: Numerous monuments in Babylon depict the goddess 
THE “CROSS” IS OF PAGAN ORIGIN GOING ALL THE 
WAY BACK TO THE WORSHIP OF TAMMUZ FOUND 
transposed to Catholicism. IN EZEKIAL 8:12-16. THE LETTER T IS THE FIRST 

INITIAL OF THE SUN GOD TAMMUZ'S NAME 


Semiramis holding her son. | guess this imager was later 


D: Yes. This portrayal of the mother and child was so 
deeply rooted in pagan beliefs that, upon the emergence of Christianity, these It's all TAMMUZ 

pagan statues and paintings were simply reinterpreted and venerated as the Son of Nimrod and Semiramis 
Virgin Mary and her divine son, Jesus. 


E: Are there examples of this in other cultures as well? a, I 


Egyptian 
cross 


D: Absolutely. The worship of the mother and child spread from Babylon 
across the world, taking on different names in the languages of the various 
countries where this worship emerged: 


- In ancient Germany, the virgin was worshiped as 
Hertha. 

- The Scandinavians referred to her as Disa. 

- In Egypt, the duo was known as Isis and her infant, 
Osiris or Horus, who was often depicted seated on 
his mother's lap. 

- In India, they were revered as Devaki and Krishna, 
and also as Isi and Iswara, names by which they are 
still worshiped today. 

- In Asia, they were called Cybele and Deoius. 

- In pagan Rome, the figures were known as Fortuna 
and Jupiter-Puer, or the boy Jupiter. 

- In Greece, the worship took the form of Ceres, the 
great mother with her babe, or Irene, the goddess of peace, holding the boy Plutus. 

- Jesuit missionaries in Tibet, China, and Japan discovered local equivalents to the Roman Madonna and child. 
- In China, Shing Moo, the holy mother, was depicted with a child in her arms and a halo around her. 


E: And all of this goes back to Yahweh’s wife Asherah, as we discussed previously? 
D: Yes. Baal's female counterpart was the goddess Asherah, who originated as Ishtar of Babylon. 


E: Ishtar, being basically the same as Semiramis? 
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D: Yes. Ishtar, representing the 
deification of Queen Semiramis of 
Babylon, was revered as the mother 
goddess of Babylon, also known as the 
Queen of Heaven. \shtar was also 
associated with the moon and the planet 
Venus. 


Xochiquetzal 


E: And over time, Ishtar's worship 
evolved into various forms across 
different cultures? 


D: Yes. Here are some examples: 


Ce). Ven — - In Egypt, she became known as Isis, the 


“Roma-Fortuna india-Devaki Greciatrene Roma-Maria mother goddess. 


- Among the Sidonians, she was known as 
Astarte (referred to as Ashtoreth in Hebrew), as mentioned in 1 Kings 11, where Solomon is described as following 
Ashtoreth and other deities, leading to his spiritual downfall. 
- In Greece and Rome, Ishtar's equivalents were Artemis and Diana, respectively. 
- Additionally, Ishtar was associated with Athena in Greece, who then evolved into Minerva in Rome. 


The narrative from Queen Semiramis to Ishtar, and through various other deities such as Asherah, Isis, Astarte, 
Artemis, Diana, Athena, Minerva, Juno, Libertas, and Columbia (See the logo for Columbia pictures), illustrates how 
the worship of a singular female deity spirit adapted and transitioned across different cultures and epochs. 


Queen Semiramis is considered the original female goddess of a religion that morphed through history, maintaining 
the essence of the deity under various names and forms as civilizations transitioned. This continuity suggests that, 
despite the changing names and attributes, the underlying spirit of worship remained consistent across these 
cultures. 


The Statue of Liberty 


E: Some say that this ancient symbolism, was transferred c Statue oftLiberty 
into the design of the Statue of Liberty. What’s your 
thoughts on that? 


D: Well, the Statue of Liberty is a female allegorical 
figure of the Roman goddess Libertas and early ea) 7 

American art clearly shows that Lady Liberty is the << mY QueenjSemiramis 
Greek Athena and the Roman Minerva. It is also ;" holding torch 
significant that the monument situated in the harbor of =a (symbol of Nimrod) 
New York City, the Statue of Liberty, is a woman carrying 
a torch. Isis is also known as the Roman goddess Juno, 
holding a torch, as is the Greek Athena. 


E: Did the Freemasons build the Statue of Liberty? 


“ - 
Columbia 


D: Yes. The statue in New York's harbor was conceived, 
financed, built, and installed by Freemasons. This gift 


Pictures 
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from the people of France, made its way to America on June 17, 1885. 
The French people, in honor of the alliance between the two countries 
during the American Revolution, presented the statue to recognize 
America as a champion of liberty and encourage the French to support 
the same ideals. 


The Hidden Hand of Moses 

E: What is this quote about? Then the LORD said, “Put your hand inside 
your cloak.” So Moses put his hand into his cloak, and when he took it 
out, the skin was leprous —it had become as white as snow. (Exodus 4:6 
NIV). 


D: Well, in this passage, God commands Moses to perform a sign as proof 
of God's power and authority. When Moses places his hand inside his 
cloak (or Bosom in older Bibles) and then removes it, his hand becomes 
white as snow. This act is one of several signs given to Moses to convince 
the Israelites and Pharaoh of God's command to let the Israelites go from 


Egypt. 


E: What is the meaning of this sign? 


D: In the context of Freemasonry, specifically within the Royal Arch Masonry, the ritual of 
the Royal Arch Mason performing the magical Sign of the Master of the Second Veil* is a 
part of the complex symbolic system that Freemasonry uses to impart moral and spiritual 
lessons. Freemasonry, with its roots in the stonemason guilds of the Middle Ages and 
incorporating Enlightenment-era philosophical ideals, is rich in allegory and symbolism, 
much of which is drawn from the Bible. 

(* See: The Encyclopedia of Freemasonry, by Albert G. Mackey). 


E: But what exactly does the act of Moses imply? 


D: It can be seen, in the use of biblical narratives to symbolize enlightenment, moral 
struggle, and the transformative journey of the individual. In Freemasonry, the story of Moses can symbolize 
leadership, faith, and the journey from ignorance to knowledge, or darkness to light, which are central themes in 
Masonic rites. The specific action of Moses placing his hand inside his cloak and then finding it leprous might be 
symbolically mirrored in Masonic rituals to convey ideas about purity, divine intervention, or the revelation of hidden 
truths. 


E: But isn’t Leprosy a disease? 


D: Yes. In the biblical context, leprosy (or a 
condition described as such) was considered a 
severe affliction, often associated with impurity or 
punishment, and people affected by it were usually 
isolated from the community to prevent the spread 
of the disease. 


E: So how can this represent a journey from 
ignorance to knowledge if the hand was withered away? 
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D: Later, God instructs Moses to put 
his hand back inside his cloak, and 
when he takes it out again, it is 
restored, showing God's ability to heal 
and affirming His control over disease 
and impurity. The official Masonic 
explanation for this sign is that it is a 
myth intended to divert the profane 
from the truth. 

E: What does it mean that some 
people, according to the Masonic 
Order, are “profane”? 


D: It simply distinguishes between 
those who are part of the Masonic 
order and have been initiated into its 
rites and secrets, and those who have 
not. If you are not privy to the secrets, 
due to swearing various oaths, then 
you are “ignorant” of the truth. The 
term comes from the Latin "profanus," a 
meaning "outside the temple," and its 3 f ete 
use in Freemasonry retains that sense of being outside the special knowledge or sanctity of the Masonic "temple." 


Aa 


E: Is this similar to the term “Goyim” used in Jewish religious and cultural contexts? 


D: The terms "profane" and "Goyim" (or "Goy" in singular form) originate from different cultural and linguistic 
contexts, and while they both denote a sense of "otherness," their connotations and uses are distinct. This term 
comes from Hebrew, where "Goy" means "nation" or "people." In the Bible, it is used to refer to both the nation of 
Israel and to non-lsraelite nations. Over time, in Jewish contexts, "Goyim" came to be used to refer specifically to 
non-Jews. 


E: So, while both terms serve to distinguish between an in-group and an out-group, "profane" is specific to the 
organizational and initiatory context of Freemasonry, and "Goyim" is specific to Jewish religious and cultural contexts, 
referring to ethnic or religious identity? 


D: Yes. The key similarity is their use in demarcating group boundaries; the key difference lies in the nature of those 
boundaries (initiatory and organizational vs. religious and ethnic) and the contexts in which they are used. 


E: Sounds similar to the “Muggles” described in the world of Harry Potter! 


D: That’s an astute observation! The term "muggles" from the Harry Potter 
series, authored by J.K. Rowling, serves a similar purpose of distinguishing 
between an in-group and an out-group, much like the terms "profane" and 
"Goyim," but within the context of a fictional universe. In the series, 
"muggles" refers to people who do not possess magical abilities and are 


unaware of the magical world that exists parallel to their own. This distinction 
highlights a key theme of the series: the coexistence of and interaction between the magical and non-magical worlds. 
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E: So what is revealed at the second level of Royal Arch 
Masonry (seventh degree, York Rite)? 


D: According to Duncan's Masonic Ritual and Monitor (3rd 
Edition), the initiate presents the Hidden Hand of Moses 
(Sign of the Master of the Second Veil), when he is 
approached by the three sojourners from Babylon. 


E: Who were these three sojourners? 
D: They were Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, who were 


taken to Babylon during the exile. Found in the Book of 
Daniel, their story involves being thrown into a fiery furnace for refusing to bow to an image of King Nebuchadnezzar 


but being miraculously saved by God. 
E: Then what happens? 


D: The initiate then “draws his hand out, showing his revealed fist” and is presented with the sacred name of the 
three identities of God. 


E: You mean like the Christian Trinity? 


D: No, not at all. Far from it. Jesus made it clear to the Jewish leaders (the builders/Masons) they had rejected him, 
and he became to them a stone of stumbling: "He will be a holy place; for both Israel and Judah he will be a stone 
that causes people to stumble and a rock that makes them fall. And for the people of Jerusalem he will be a trap and 
a snare". (Isaiah 8:14). 


THE STONE 7 BUILDERS Jesus is referred to as "the stone the builders 
¥ rejected, which has become the cornerstone". (Acts 
RET, D 
ECIE 4:11). 


HAS BECOME-THE E: What is the significance of the corner stone? 


D: Well, the cornerstone is laid first at the head 
corner and governs every other corner and every 
angle in the entire building and thus determines the 
place every other stone is to be laid. This was done 
prior to modern building techniques since it was 
extremely difficult to make the ground under a 
building perfectly level. However, Jesus is not the 
cornerstone at the foundation, as in the foundation 
of the church. Jesus is the “chief cornerstone”, 
meaning at the “top” of the building. But I'll get back 
to that later. 


E: So what was the three names of God that would be revealed to the aspirant? 


D: The Masonic material identifies the three names as Yah (or Yahweh), Baal, and 
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Osiris*. Forming the word Jah-Baal-On, pronounced as 


“SJahbuhlun”. 
(* See: The Dark Side of Freemasonry, by Ed Decker). THE GREAT a OF THE UNIVERSE 


E: Sounds like the Swedish word “Djavulen” for the Devil, or 
Diabulon/Diabolos. 


OS 
f 


D: Well, logically, the name should be spelled Yah-Baal-On, 
but Duncan's Masonic Ritual and Monitor admits that over 
the years the spelling has been "corrupted" by Freemasonry 
until it reached its current form of Jah-Bul-On. 


E: So what mission is the initiate presented with in the ritual? 


D: Well, from what I’ve heard, the initiate gets to see the symbol of the Triple Tau (Made up of three 

interlinking T symbols), which is the most important symbol of the Royal Arch Degree. The Tau reminiscent of the 
story of the brazen serpent. He then is told that his mission is to help rebuild the Third Temple in Jerusalem, 
eventually leading to a world empire. 


The Royal Arch 


E: Where does the idea of a “Royal Arch Degree” come from? 


D: The “Royal Arch” is of course the sun’s movement, like an Arch (a bow) across the sky. Also as portrayed by the 
arc of the rainbow. 


E: Like the Arc de Triomphe in Paris? 


D: Yes, the “Arch” is a specific type of monumental structure that has been used throughout history to commemorate 
victories and honor leaders. These arches symbolize strength, victory, and the passage from one state to another, like 
light over darkness, peace over war etc. It is the celebration of the Sun’s return after the long dark night. 


It is also connected to the sun-disc since it is circular, a full 
circle of 360° degrees. But a lower initiate of Freemasonry 
only gets to the 33” degree (the rest is hidden even from 
him). 


E: So you mean that the Masonic initiatory system goes 
way beyond 33° degrees? 


D: Yes. For example in the Ordo Templi Orientis (O.T.O) 
you have up to 97 known initiatory degrees. \t’s called 
The Rite of Memphis. 


E: Tell me more about this. 
D: Well, this rite, which claims a lineage back to the 


ancient Egyptian mysteries, was known for its elaborate 
hierarchy of 97 degrees. These degrees were organized 
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into a system that expanded upon the traditional three degrees of Blue Lodge 
Freemasonry, introducing a vast array of additional symbolic teachings and rituals. After 
the 97° degree, nothing more is visible to the “profane” world, but | guess you can go 
up to 360° degrees in the most hidden Orders. 


E: The you would finally come “full circle’, like the Sun. 


D: Yes. It’s like the white "clerical collar" or "Roman collar" worn 
by Christian clergy. The white collar is 360° around the neck, so the 
Priest is “in the know”, but he will only show a tiny part of the 
“light” to the uninitiated, the profane. And if you add 3 +6 + 0, you 
get 9. 


The ninth hour wy 9 


E: And that’s why Jesus died in the ninth hour? 


D: Yes. This timing is mentioned in the Gospels. For example, the Gospel of Mark states: "And at the ninth hour Jesus 
cried with a loud voice, ... and breathed his last" (Mark 15:34-37, ESV). Similarly, the Gospel of Matthew and the 
Gospel of Luke refer to darkness covering the land until the ninth hour, around the time Jesus died (Matthew 27:45- 
50; Luke 23:44-46). 


T 7 
E: So which time of the day did Jeus breath his last breath? <j The 5 


D: Well, in biblical times, the day was divided into twelve hours starting at ~ PRAYER 

sunrise, which would be around 6:00 AM by our modern reckoning. 

Therefore, the ninth hour would be around 3:00 PM. The hour of 
Great Mercy 


E: And that’s why this is considered prayer time? 


D: Yes. The ninth hour, or 3:00 PM, has since held significant spiritual meaning in Christian tradition, often observed 
as a time of prayer and reflection on the sacrifice of Jesus. The number 3 also refers to the three days from 
crucifixion to resurrection. Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and | will raise it again in three days.” 


Order out of Chaos 


The Freemasons work through a system of Hegelian dialectics which 
they call "Ordo Ab Chao", meaning "Order out of Chaos". it’s about 
destroying the temple (the body) and making it into rubble, and from 
these stones the new temple is built (resurrection). It means that a 
situation will be engineered into a chaos to achieve a certain 
objective, and then the situation will be re-engineered again into 
order. For the unsuspecting masses, it will be as if chaos gives birth to 
the order. 


E: Isn’t this what David Icke calls "Problem, Reaction, Solution"? 


D: Yes. David Icke's theory of "Problem, Reaction, Solution," also 
known colloquially as the Hegelian Dialectic (though it's a somewhat 
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| EG E L. I A N D IA L. ECT I C loose interpretation of Georg Wilhelm 


Friedrich Hegel's philosophy), is a framework 
he suggests is used by governments or 
SR laa Nes ae ewe) MOBBIO@NNEE secretive global elites to manipulate public 
TO THESE CONFLICTS opinion and achieve desired outcomes. 
CAN’T BE INTRODUCED 


E: Can you give me an example of how Icke 
UNLESS THOSE BEING 


proposes that the events of 9/11 fit this 
strategy? 


MANIPULATED TAKE A SIDE 
THAT WILL ADVANCE THE D: Yes. It would look something like this: 
PRE-DETERMINED AGENDA. 


Problem: The attacks on the World Trade 
Center and the Pentagon are seen as the 
GEORG WILHELM FRIEDRICH HEGEL "problem" in this framework. Proponents of 
the theory might argue that these attacks 
were either orchestrated by or allowed to happen by elements within the U.S. government or by global elites with 


the intention of creating a climate of fear and uncertainty. 


Reaction: The public reaction to the 9/11 attacks was one of shock, fear, and anger, leading to a widespread demand 
for measures to prevent such tragedies in the future. This created a context in which the population was more willing 
to accept stringent security measures and limitations on personal freedoms in the name of safety and national 
security. 


Solution: The "solution" proposed and implemented in response to the attacks included a variety of measures that 
expanded government surveillance capabilities, increased military spending, and led to the initiation of the "War on 
Terror." This included the invasion of Afghanistan and later Iraq, the passage of the USA PATRIOT Act, which 
significantly expanded the scope of law enforcement and intelligence agencies to monitor and detain individuals, and 
the establishment of the Department of Homeland Security, among other actions. 


The noose/cable-tow 


E: We’re digressing. Let’s get back to the topic of the “circle” and 
degrees of initiation. The white "clerical collar" or "Roman collar" worn 
by Christian clergy, can it be seen as a “noose”? 


D: Well, in one sense it is a noose since the Priest is initiated into the 
clergy, thus stuck in the ministry, but it isn’t really connected to the 
noose as a ritual symbol. In Freemasonry it holds other connotations. 


E: Such as? 
D: In Freemasonry, the hangman's noose is used symbolically during 


certain initiation rituals, particularly when a candidate is being initiated 
into the first degree, or Entered Apprentice degree. 


It symbolizes the candidate's bondage to ignorance before being enlightened by the teachings of Freemasonry. It also 
represents the candidate's voluntary obligation and commitment to the fraternity, its principles, and the duties he 
owes to his fellow Masons. 
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Tubal Cain and the Leviathan Cross 


The candidate is led blindfolded (symbolizing the darkness of ignorance) with the noose around his neck during parts 
of the initiation ritual. This act demonstrates his trust in the members of the lodge to lead him from darkness into 
Masonic light, which represents knowledge and enlightenment. From then on, he is "tied" to the Order. This is why 
people in business are told to wear a “tie” and a (follow) suit. The noose is referred to as a “cable-tow”, and the 
candidate as he advances up the degrees, he is measured by the length of his “cable-tow”, which is of course phallic 
symbolism derived from the Masonic craftsman called Tubal-Cain, meaning two ball kane (a “rod”), a penis. 


This is also symbolized by the “Cross of Leviathan”, with the two balls and the kane, and two bars signifying a 
treacherous nature of “double crossing”. \t’s also known as to the cross of Satan, represented by “sulfur”, one of the 
three main essential elements of nature. This is probably why some alien abductees, report that gray aliens smell like 
struck matches. In Revelation 17:11 Satan is called “The scarlet beast that was, but is no longer, is the eighth king”. 
This is also the symbol of 007, the Kane and the two balls, a symbol for belonging to the Freemasonic Order of Tubal 
Cain. 


E: Like in the James Bond movies? 


D: Yes. John Dee* is said to have used "007" as a The first British Spy known as 007 
code in his communications with Queen was Dr. John Dee, in 1560. Queen 
Elizabeth called him "my eyes" 


Elizabeth I, signifying that the messages were 
“for her eyes only”. 

(* John Dee (1527-1608 or 1609) was an English 
mathematician, astronomer, astrologer, and 
advisor to Queen Elizabeth |. He is also known 
for his work in the occult sciences and for being 
a spy for the Queen during a time when England 
was establishing itself as a global power and 
navigating complex political landscapes). 


Two Ball Kane 


E: Is that a joke, or is this character Tubal-Cain 
mentioned in the Bible? 


D: No, it’s not a joke. Tubal-Cain is a figure mentioned in the Hebrew Bible, in the 
Book of Genesis. He is described as a descendant of Cain and is identified as "the 
forger of all instruments of bronze and iron" (Genesis 4:22). Tubal-Cain is thus 
recognized as a skilled metalworker and craftsman, and his mention in the Bible is 
brief but significant, as he represents the advancement of human civilization through 
the development of metalworking techniques. It goes back to the idea of the Fallen 
Angels imparting scientific knowledge to humans. Cain, of course, is known for 
committing the first murder by killing his brother Abel. 


E: So Freemasons see themselves as descendants of the lineage of the murderer, Cain? 
D: Yes, in the Bible, Cain's descendants are listed in Genesis 4, but with the Great Flood during the time of Noah, all 


human lineages except those of Noah and his family are considered to have been wiped out. | guess the Masons see 
themselves as the surviving remnants after the flood. If not genetically, then at least knowledge wise. 
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“Two Ball Cane” the Eighth of the Seven 


Revelation 17:11 
“And the beast that was, and is nol, even he is the eighth, and is of the seven. and goeth into perdition” 


Genesis 4:22 Tubal-cain was the eighth 
“And Zillan, she generation afier Cain 
also bare 
Tubaicain, an 
instructer of every 
artificer in brass 
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Hidden Influence 


E: I've observed numerous photographs, paintings, and sculptures of influential leaders across politics, religion, 
science, and other fields, displaying the "hidden hand" gesture. What is the reason behind this? 


D: The "hidden hand" symbol, where a person's hand is partially or fully tucked into their coat or shirt, has been a 
common motif in portraiture and statuary for centuries. This gesture has been depicted in numerous portraits of 
influential figures, especially during the 18th and 19th centuries. This of course goes back to the imagery of Moses 
placing his hand inside his cloak, as we have already discussed. 


The hidden hand is a symbol associated with secret societies, indicating power, enlightenment, or a hidden influence. 
According to these interpretations, the gesture signifies membership or an allegiance to certain philosophical or 
esoteric traditions. 

E: So it’s a symbol of concealment and secrecy? 

D: Yes. The hidden (esoteric = S = serpent) hand gesture embodies the concept of concealment—of covert power, 
knowledge, or intentions—creating a mystique around the individual. It's about what is not seen, the unseen 
influence, or the hidden guiding hand. 


E: So it’s basically the antithesis to the clenched fist which is so popular in everyday counter culture? 


D: Yes. Conversely, the clenched (exoteric = X = cross) fist is about visibility and making a public statement. It's an 
overt display meant to be seen and understood by all, representing a clear and present stance or belief. 
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It’s all about who gets access, or who 
must contend with excess, both 
symbolizing XS, the cross and the 
serpent, but one strategy is out in 
the open, overt, and the other 
agenda is bound by oaths, covert. 
This is why Jesus in Matthew 5:34 
tells his disciples "to not swear 
oaths". 


E: So when you display the “hidden 
hand” it suggests that you have 
taken the oaths of secrecy? 


D: Yes. You are now part of the Tain MEETS THE EVE 
“brotherhood”, an inner circle of — = 
knowledge or an authority that is 

not fully revealed to the outsider, emphasizing discretion and the possession of hidden wisdom or intentions. 


E: And the clenched fist, on the other hand, is a universally recognized symbol of solidarity, resistance, and strength. 
It is exoteric, openly expressing unity, defiance, or the collective power of a group against adversity. It's a gesture of 
visibility and confrontation as opposed to the hidden hand's implication of concealment and inner knowledge. 


D: Yes, but it’s important to remember that both the overt strategy, and the covert agenda are used in unison for 
the same goal. The sun’s light is there for everyone to see, but the moons light is a bleak reflection, it is “occult” 
simply meaning hidden. That’s why the sun (On) and the moon (sin), must come together to build the Third Temple 
(Zi-On) of Sol-o-Mon. 


The Mighty Hand 


D: "With a strong hand and an outstretched 


arm" is a phrase used in the Bible to describe The EXODUS 


God's use of his power on behalf of Israel, with a strong hand and outstretched arm 


particularly during the Exodus. 


The phrase is used many times in the Bible to 
describe God's powerful deeds during the 
Exodus: Exodus 6:6, Deuteronomy 4:34 5:15 7:19 
9:29 11:2 26:8, Psalms 136:12. 


It is also used to describe other past or future 
mighty deeds of God, in the following sources: Il 
Kings 17:36, Jeremiah 21:5 27:5 32:17, Ezekiel 20:33 20:34, II Chronicles 6:32. 


A shortened version ("with a strong hand") is also used to refer to the Exodus: in Exodus 3:19 6:1 13:9 13:16 32:11 
among other places. 


E: How has this symbol traditionally been used? 
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D: The phrase has come to have great value in Judaic tradition as the symbol of God's use of his power on behalf of 
the Jews. It is repeated verbatim in Deuteronomy 26:8, which describes the commandment to tithe first fruits and 
which is read with emphasis in the Passover Haggadah and Seder. 


In ancient Egyptian royal literature, a pharaoh is frequently described as using his "mighty hand" or "outstretched 
arm" to perform mighty deeds. By describing God's defeat of Egypt in this language, the Bible argues that its God has 
outdone the greatest earthly leader. This symbolism was later transferred in the shape of the “Clenched Fist”, used in 
various ways as a symbol for power and revolution. 


The Clenched Fist 


E: Tell me more about the gesture and symbol of the “Clenched Fist”. 


Nelson 
Mandela 


18 july PHS~ $ December 2013 


D: Well, the gesture’s origins as a symbol of defiance and solidarity, 
particularly for left-wing groups, can possibly be traced to the 1848 
revolution in France as depicted in Honoré Daumier’s The Uprising from 
1860. Later, it was adopted by left-aligned movements, including the 
Communists in Germany in the 1920s, where it is believed to have partially 
prompted the Nazi Party to adopt the opposing open-handed ‘Roman’ 
salute. 


E: So it’s connected to the labor movement? 


D: Well, the raised fist, or the clenched fist, is a symbol of solidarity, 
strength, and resistance that has been used by various movements and 
groups throughout history. Its origins can be traced back to ancient 
civilizations (in ancient Rome, a raised fist could symbolize martial strength 
or solidarity among soldiers), but it became notably prominent in the 20th 
century, especially with the rise of the labor movement. For instance, it was 
adopted by the Industrial Workers of the World (IWW) in the United States as early 
as the 1910s to symbolize the struggle against capitalism and in favor of workers' 
rights. 


E: And it was also used as a symbol against Franco? 


D: Yes. In the Spanish Civil War in the 1930s, it was used by the anti-fascist side as a 
symbol of resistance against Franco's Nationalists. However, the gesture became 
more widely recognized and adopted by various political and social movements in 
the 1960s and 1970s, particularly by civil rights movements, labor unions, and 
anti-fascist groups. 


E: What about “Black Power’? 


D: You’re correct. The Black Power movement in the United 
States is one of the most notable adopters of the raised fist 
gesture. It became a powerful symbol of the fight against 
racial oppression and for civil rights, particularly after Tommie 
Smith and John Carlos raised their fists during the medal 
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ceremony at the 1968 Olympics in Mexico City, in a historic protest 
against racial inequality. This is why it is sometimes referred to as 
the Black Power salute or Black Power fist. 


E: How is it being used currently? 


D: Since then, the raised fist has been embraced by a wide range of 
movements, including feminist groups, environmental activists, 
and more recently, the Black Lives Matter movement. |t continues 


to serve as a universal sign resistance against oppression, transcending cultural and geographical boundaries. But it 
has also been used by advocates for “White Power’. 


WHITE 


po POWER 


442 


Chapter 23 
The Mystic Christ 


The Way, the Truth, and the Life 


E: How has religious dogma impacted the teachings of Christ? 


D: Well, Christ's message has been compromised by religious dogma. 
Religion has so thoroughly diluted the teachings and wisdom of Christ 
that the entire philosophy of Christianity is now based on concepts that 
Christ himself never articulated. We must separate Christ's original 
teachings from the dogma of Christianity to fully explore the profound 
depth of his non-dual wisdom and mastery. 


There's no better starting point than with his most renowned 
proclamation: 

"Lam the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me." (John 14:6). 

This statement will serve as the foundation for all other teachings. 


E: Who was the historical Jesus, and how does his spirituality differ from orthodox Judaism? 


D: The first thing to note is that Jesus was not an orthodox Jew. Clearly, Jesus was a 1st-century Jewish mystic. 
Mystics seek God inwardly, through meditation, contemplation, and service to others, instead of adhering to religious 
rules and rituals. Jewish mystics often resided or spent considerable time outside major cities and religious 
institutions to seek God in solitude. This is supported by passages like Luke 5:16, which states, "Jesus often withdrew 
to the wilderness to pray." 


E: Why wouldn't orthodox Jews seek solitude for prayer like Jesus did? 


D: Orthodox Jews would pray in synagogues and temples, 
not the wilderness. Further evidence is Jesus's high regard 
for John the Baptist, the most notable Jewish mystic of his 
time, whom religious Jews despised and sought to kill. An 
orthodox Jew would never consider someone like John the 
Baptist as their teacher. Jesus even requested baptism from 
John, although John insisted it should be the other way 
around. 


E: What evidence suggests that Jesus valued John the 
Baptist's teachings? 


D: In Matthew 11:11, Jesus makes a remarkable statement 
about John the Baptist, saying, "Truly | tell you, among those 
born of women, there has not risen anyone greater than 
John the Baptist." 
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Another indication that Jesus was a Jewish mystic is his role as a healer and miracle worker. Various forms of energy 
work and physical healing have been part of the Jewish mystical tradition for thousands of years and are even 
described in the Kabbalah. 


E: How does Jesus's role as a healer indicate his status as a Jewish mystic? 


D: First of all an orthodox Jew would never attempt such blasphemous acts of healing the sick, as they believed that 
God alone decides the health of each person based on individual and familial sins. Jesus also demonstrated 
clairvoyance, astonishing people with his knowledge of their past and personal lives. 


But above all, it was his state of God realization that most clearly indicated his mysticism, as other Jewish leaders 
routinely sought to kill him for his claims of oneness with the Father. All these signs indicate to historians and biblical 
scholars that the man known as Jesus was not a suffering savior who came to die for the sins of mankind, but a God- 
intoxicated Jewish mystic from the small town of Nazareth. 


E: What does the term "Christ" signify, and how did Jesus's presence affect those around him? 


D: The term "Christ" was not Jesus's last name but was given to him by his followers, meaning "the anointed one." 
Throughout the Gospels, it is evident that there was a power and presence emanating from Jesus that attracted 
crowds of thousands wherever he went. 


Oneness with the Father 
E: What is the foundation of understanding Christ's 
mystical teachings? 

| and the 
D: Well, to truly grasp the mystical essence of Christ's 
teachings, we first need to comprehend the state of 
consciousness that Jesus himself experienced. This is 


Father are 


where much of the confusion within Western religion @) N E 

originates and is crucial to understanding Christ's 

teachings. if > ~ . 
_y . ; 

E: Are you saying that Jesus had no ego? John 10:22°30 


D: Exactly. Jesus was a fully realized being, devoid of 

egoic identity, which explains Christianity's difficulty in interpreting his teachings and the attribution of 
fundamentalist doctrines to Jesus that he never expressed. The ego is incapable of understanding oneness, similar to 
expecting a blind person to comprehend color. 


E: How does the ego's inability to understand oneness affect the interpretation of Christ's teachings? 

D: The ego can only interpret his teachings through a dualistic lens, leading to the misconception that Jesus spoke 
from an egoic perspective. This results in the distorted message that Jesus's purpose was to be sacrificed on our 
behalf, a notion Jesus never suggested. He never claimed to be a savior for worship, solicited confessions of lordship, 


or implied he would die for people's sins. If this were his primary mission, it seems he would have mentioned it. 


E: How did Jesus clarify his relationship with God and the nature of his teachings? 


Aaa 


D: Well, in reality, "God was in Christ" like a hand animates a puppet. While people believed the puppet spoke 
independently, Christ recognized their perception and clarified, "| do not speak of my own accord but only do what | 
see the Father doing, and | only say what | hear the Father saying." 


E: What challenges does religion face in understanding Jesus's message? 


D: Religion typically views God dualistically, as separate from creation. Jesus, however, experienced oneness with God 
and spoke from that perspective, asserting, "! and the Father are one." 


E: How did Jesus use language to express his state of oneness with God? 


D: Despite being a self-realized master, Jesus was limited to the language of 1st-century Judaism to express his state. 
He used phrases like "if you've seen me, you've seen the Father" and "I am in the Father, and the Father is in me" to 
convey his oneness with God. 


E: So Jesus was very limited in the ways that he could convey his message, but the term “Father” seem to have come 
in handy? 


D: Yes. Referring to God as "the Father" was THEN SAID JESUS INTO HIS DISCIPLES. 
progressive and somewhat controversial, iF ANY MAN WILL COME AFTER ME, 


implying equality with God. Unlike the Hindu 


tee sleeved LET HIM DENY HIMSELF, AND TAKE UP 
imply unity, claiming oneness with God in 

ee ae ee as absurd and HIS CROSS, AND FOLLOW ME. 
blasphemous. 


E: How so? 


D: Well, for a culture that viewed God as a 
sort of monarchical boss in the sky, who is 
consciously rotating the planets around the 
sun, claiming oneself to be one with God was 
seen as the ultimate absurdity and 
blasphemy possible at that time. It's like 
saying you control the entire universe, which 
is obviously seen as absurd. 


E: What is the true significance behind Jesus's impact and teachings? 


D: The essence of Jesus's impact was not his persona but his realization of oneness with the Father. This state of 
"oneness consciousness," or "Christ consciousness," is key to understanding Christ. 


E: What did he say about discipleship? 
D: When asked about discipleship, Jesus said, "If any man wants to be my disciple, let him first deny himself" or 


"die" to himself, referring to the elimination of the ego or the sense of separation from God. This instruction 
underscores that Jesus did not advocate for egoic identification but for the realization of oneness with the divine. 
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The Universal “I Am” 

E: How did Jesus define his identity and message in terms of his consciousness? 

D: Well, he spoke not merely from a state of oneness consciousness but as oneness itself. The "I" Jesus referred to 
was not a personal, egoic "|" but the universal "I" or "Il Am." Thus, if we replace "I" with oneness, the passage 
becomes "Oneness is the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through oneness." 


ye “ee 


E: What is the significance of consciousness in the teachings of Jesus? 


D: The "I" that Jesus identified as the only begotten son of God is "consciousness." This concept is also a core 
teaching of A Course in Miracles (ACIM). Consciousness itself is the "Christ" —the pure, undiluted light of God made 
manifest, allowing God to know Himself. And each of us is that Christ, the only begotten son of God. Therefore, Jesus 
the man, having fully emptied himself of ego, was not speaking of a state unique to himself, but rather as that state. 


E: How does Jesus' message 


challenge traditional religious Christ Consciousness Communications 


interpretations of exclusivity? 


D: Christ's message was not about Luke 17:21 . 

exclusivity, as often taught by 2. seek ye first the kingdom/ 

religion, but inclusivity. As Jesus Within, and all good things 

prayed in John 17:21: "I pray, Shall be added unto thee. ' 7. Love yOu 

Father, that they may all be one, Matthew 6:33 Enemies. 

just as you and | are one." 3. Do for others what you would, ~~ Luke 6:27 

have them do to you. 

To be "one" is to realize your Luke 6:31 re eae 
-N "b " ’ - ' 

oneness. No one "becomes" one 4 You are God a # oie 


wit God or senieves oneness, John 10:34 
with God; you simply recognize it, 
as Jesus did. It is already so. Jesus 
the man became Christ "the 
consciousness" so that the words 
we hear were not spoken on behalf 
of a person, but on behalf of the 
Father who spoke through him. 


Judgement. 
G. Love God with all thy ama L Matthew 7 
Mind, Body, Heart, 9. Forgive, 
Strength and Soul. 44 ; & be Forgiven. 
Matthew 22:37 — | : 


E: Jesus was a kind of “channeler” or medium in his day? 


D: Yes. Jesus became a transparent conduit for God without any personal distortions, enabling him to say, "The words 
I speak are not my own, but it is the Father within me doing His work." 


This "I" initiates the phrase "/ am the way, the truth, and the life." |t is the supreme "I," speaking through Jesus, and 
anyone who realizes themselves to be this supreme, eternal "I" can say, along with Christ, "/ and the Father are one." 


E: How did Jesus guide his followers towards understanding their relationship with God? 
D: Jesus always directed his followers inward, to find God and the truth of their inherent oneness—the only place 


where union with God can be found. So, it wasn't Jesus the man who spoke these words, but the Father dwelling 
within him. Jesus was the man, but Christ is the consciousness, the way, the truth, and the life. 
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Yoga of the Cross 
E: What does Matthew chapter 11, verses 28-30, invite us to do? 


D: Matthew chapter 11, verses 28-30, contains the invitation, "Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, 
and | will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for | am gentle and humble in heart, and you will 
find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light." \nitially, | want to highlight the significance of 
the term "yoke" in this context. 


E: How is the term "yoke" used metaphorically by Jesus? 


D: In the era of Jesus, a yoke was a wooden harness used 
to connect oxen for the purpose of pulling carts and aiding 
in other agricultural tasks. The Greek term for "yoke" in 
this passage is "zugos," which essentially means "to join." 
Therefore, Jesus was not suggesting a literal binding to a 
wooden harness alongside him; rather, He employed it 
metaphorically to denote partnership or communion with 
Him. | found this out thanks to Aaron Abke on Youtube. 


E: And Yoga means “union” doesn’t it? 


, 
D: Yes. The Sanskrit counterpart, a term widely recognized, ‘ 
is "yoga," signifying "union." Within the Hindu tradition, d 
yoga refers to virtually any spiritual practice aimed at 
enhancing one's unity with the divine. Interestingly, the Greek word "zugos" and the Sanskrit "yoga" both originate 
from the same Proto-Indo-European root, “yugom," which means "to join" or "union." Thus, what Christ is 
conveying in this passage is akin to saying, "My yoga is easy," or "My union is easy," inviting us to consider what 
Christ's "yoga," or form of union, entails. 


E: Further emphasizing the idea of “Christ within”? 


D: Yes. Jesus's teachings and example provide guidance on how one can find union with God, emphasizing that it is 
not through adhering to religious laws, rituals, or any form of exertion. Instead, He taught that the Kingdom of 
Heaven resides within individuals. His direction was clear: to access it, one must first eliminate the false self that 
obstructs this realization. Therefore, the initial step for anyone seeking to be His disciple, or to unite with Him, 
involves self-denial. 


E: Is this what he meant by “Take up your cross”? 


D: Yes. He instructed, "Deny yourself, take up your cross, and then you can follow me." This requirement, seemingly 
daunting, was proposed before Jesus's own crucifixion, rendering the metaphor of taking up one's cross a vivid 
illustration of self-sacrifice and the relinquishment of ego. 


D: Doesn’t sound like an easy path. 


D: No. To the contemporaries of Jesus, the reference to "taking up one's cross" would have evoked the stark imagery 
of crucifixion—a brutal form of execution. Thus, what Jesus was essentially conveying was the need to annihilate the 
ego. This teaching might have perplexed His disciples, especially since He had described His "yoke" as easy, and 
crucifixion as anything but. However, despite the apparent contradiction, Jesus promised in Matthew 11 that those 
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willing to embrace His "yoke" would find eternal rest. He reached out to those burdened and weary to demonstrate 
that the ego continuously subjects individuals to a form of crucifixion. 


E: So in this way he truly offered a path to “eternal life”? 


D: Yes. By advising to die to this false nature, He offered a path to eternal life. This concept of spiritual death, as Jesus 
articulated, refers to a state of separation from God, while spiritual or eternal life signifies union with God. It is an 
acknowledgment of the divine presence within oneself, a connection to a dimension beyond time. Jesus was not 
alluding to the avoidance of physical death, as all believers experience mortality. Instead, He highlighted the 
importance of spiritual life, which transcends physical death, as the true essence of eternal existence. 


E: It is a life beyond a transient universe? 


D: Yes. This is precisely why Christ described it as eternal life—not a life that lasts for an unending span of time, but a 
life that exists beyond the constraints of time. It's about achieving a state of unity with the eternal nature of God that 
resides within us, which in turn, ceases the ego's constant struggle. The ego perceives itself as separate from God, 
leading to an endless quest for fulfillment that it can never achieve. This quest is why living from an ego-driven 
identity is so draining; the ego is always in opposition to life, causing suffering through its attempts to alter reality. 
The inherent nature of the ego is to resist what is, leading Christ to reach out to those who are worn out and 
burdened—they are the ones in need of His guidance, and He can show them the way. 


E: Because the ever-changing world of duality, can never satisfy our spiritual needs? 


D: Exactly. The ego is trapped in the duality of 
seeking pleasure and avoiding pain, \eading to a 
life of constant dissatisfaction. It either laments 
the joy it believes it has been unjustly denied or 
the suffering it deems undeserved. Every action 
taken by the ego is an attempt to impose order on 
reality, a task both arrogant and futile, akin to 
trying to move a building with bare hands. This 
relentless effort depletes energy while achieving 
nothing, leaving us wracked with guilt for every 
perceived failure and unattained joy, ultimately 
leading to spiritual emptiness. 


E: So what is this "yoga of the cross" really? 


D: The "yoga of the cross" invites us to wholly surrender to God's will and find peace in Him. Jesus exemplified such 
transparency to the essence of being that to see Him was to see the Father. In this passage, Christ offers us an abode 
in the spirit—a realm of effortless existence. By living from a place of being rather than doing, we align with life itself, 
moving in harmony with it instead of resisting it. 


E: So “being” is the key? 
D: Yes. Establishing a state of being is essential; without it, any action becomes merely an ego-driven effort to alter 
reality, trapping us in spiritual stagnation. True action emerges from being, not the reverse. Thus, to achieve union 


with God, one must first transcend the ego—the aspect of ourselves fixated on seeking pleasure and avoiding pain. 
As Jesus demonstrated, "J only do what I see the Father doing," indicating that His actions were inspired by the 
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divine presence within. By relinquishing our false self, we discover peace in profound stillness, embodying the 
essence of what Christ referred to when He said, "My yoke is easy." 


E: Elaborate on the statement "/ only do what | see the Father doing". 


D: The belief that identification with the ego is natural 
and effortless contrasts sharply with the challenging and 
tiresome journey of spiritual growth. Christ aims to reveal 
that the reality is quite the opposite: living in a state of 
separation is inherently draining and painful. This state of 
disunion becomes so familiar that we lose sight of our 
true identity. Union with God offers the only true solace, 
eliminating the constant struggle against pain and pursuit 
of pleasure. When Jesus said, "/ only do what I see the 
Father doing," He meant that His actions were not driven 
by personal will but by the divine essence guiding Him. 
This reflects a profound identity where one's very nature 
is characterized by love, silence, and peace. 


So Jesus 

explained, “I tell 
ou the truth, the 
on can do 


nothing by fe 


himself. He does | 
only what he sees $ 
the Father doing ° 
Whatever the —% 
Father does, the ~ 
Son also does. 


E: So Jesus is not encouraging us to seek anything “new”? 


D: No, it’s not a “new” state. The notion of separation 
from this essence is unnatural to us. By transcending the 
false self, we access the effortless state of existence that 
Christ invites us to—a state where love flows easily, 
silence brings lightness, and peace provides rest for our 
souls. This is not a new condition to attain but a return to our inherent being, already in unity with the divine. Thus, 
transcending the false self is not about gaining something new but about remaining in our original state of eternal 
oneness with God. 


E: So Jesus was promoting the concept of “true death”? 


D: Yes. Jesus experienced the only authentic form of death, which is the death of the false self. The essence of the 
cross's message is that the Son of God cannot be truly crucified; while His physical body may be killed, His essence 
cannot be separated from God. Therefore, although Jesus was physically nailed to a cross, the Christ—His divine 
nature—remained uncrucified. This represents the "yoga of the cross": to transcend the ego by metaphorically 
nailing it to the cross of love. It is in this state of effortless being that the illusion of separation dissolves, revealing the 
truth of unity. 


Ego Death 


E: Would you say that the Gospel of Thomas is one of the most important writings outside of the canonized books? 


D: Well, historians and scholars have determined that the Gospel of Thomas was likely written between 30 to 60 AD, 
making it older than the Gospel of Mark, the earliest of the four canonical Gospels, which is dated to approximately 
64 to 75 AD. From a historical standpoint, this suggests that the Gospel of Thomas could be considered a more direct 
source for understanding the original teachings of Christ. 


Unlike the narrative structure of the canonical Gospels, the Gospel of Thomas is a compilation of 114 sayings 
attributed to Jesus, presumably recorded and transmitted by His followers. Many of these sayings also appear in the 
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canonical Gospels, often with minor 
differences, offering insight into Jesus's 
intended messages through comparative 
analysis. 


E: Are there any verses of particular interest? 


D: | would highlight a passage from the Gospel 
of Thomas, verse 69, and its parallel in the 
Sermon on the Mount from Matthew 5:6 in 
the New Testament, which praises those who 
seek righteousness. The Gospel of Thomas 
presents a variant of this beatitude, emphasizing internal persecution and the quest for divine knowledge within 
oneself. This concept of "persecution" used by Jesus likely served as a metaphor for the introspective challenge of 
confronting and overcoming one's inner demons and shadows to realize the presence of the divine within. 


E: Why did Jesus use this metaphor? 


D: Jesus's use of metaphor, including the term "persecution," was necessitated by the linguistic and conceptual 
limitations of his time, which lacked terms like "awareness" or "consciousness." He aimed to encourage a deep, 
personal examination and transformation rather than external or self-directed hostility. This self-scrutiny leads to the 
recognition of God's indwelling presence and the imperative to cleanse oneself of internal barriers to unity with the 
divine. 


E: So it's about a sincere and persistent search for God? 


D: | would say so. The analogy of hunger and thirst for righteousness, as mentioned in both Gospels, serves to 
illustrate the intense, passionate desire for divine union that surpasses mere religious observance. Jesus's teachings 
suggest that true spiritual awakening and purification come from an earnest yearning for God, not from adherence 
to religious formalities. This inward journey reveals the "| am" presence, signifying a profound realization of oneness 
with all existence. 


E: What was Jesus' view of "ego death"? 


D: Focusing on the "| am" sensation through personal meditation fosters an expanding awareness, leading to the 
recognition of the divine essence in all things. This, in turn, cultivates a sense of universal love and 
interconnectedness. This process, often described as "ego death," marks a pivotal transformation where the 
individual sense of separation dissolves, and one's identity merges with the totality of being. Jesus's message points 
to the fulfillment that comes from this state of oneness, contrasting it with the dissatisfaction and unrighteousness 
born of perceived separation. 


E: Why does Jesus need to use parables to reach his followers? 

D: Well, the language used over 2,000 years ago was limited, compelling Jesus to teach through analogies, stories, 
and parables. For example, as we said, the term "persecution" is metaphorically applied to describe an internal 
struggle, an introspection that reveals one's "shadows" or inner demons. This process of self-scrutiny and the 


removal of internal barriers is depicted as a necessary step towards divine union. 


E: But do we need religion to do this work? 
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D: Well, in one sense religion is portrayed as an initial, albeit essential, phase in spiritual development, aiming to 
demonstrate the futility of seeking God externally. True spiritual pursuit involves a deep, internal yearning for the 
divine, transcending the superficial adherence to religious practices. This inner transformation is likened to a fire of 
passion for the divine, purifying the heart and leading to a genuine desire for God. 


E: So to be satisfied you need to experience oneness with the divine? 


D: Yes. The pursuit of personal, ego-driven desires is critiqued as ultimately futile, incapable of providing lasting 
happiness or relief from suffering. True liberation and contentment are found in the recognition of one's unity with 
God, a realization that renders worldly pursuits meaningless. This understanding prompts a shift in perspective, 
valuing stillness and the peace found within over transient external achievements. 


E: What is the so called “paradox of enlightenment”? 


D: The paradox of enlightenment is, that to attain everything, one must relinquish everything. This teaching echoes 
Jesus's words about losing one's life to find it, emphasizing the necessity of emptying oneself of ego (Henosis) to be 
filled with the divine. The metaphor of living water is used to illustrate the enduring satisfaction that comes from 
divine union, in contrast to the temporary satiation of worldly desires. 


E: Do the word "Henosis" and the name "Enoch," also spelled as "Enok" or "Henok," originate from the same root? 


D: No, despite their phonetic similarities, "Henosis" and "Enoch" do not share a common root. "Henosis" is a Greek 
term (Evwotc) that translates to "unity" or "oneness," primarily used in philosophical and theological contexts to 
denote the concept of mystical union or becoming one with the divine, especially in Neoplatonism. 


On the contrary, "Enoch" comes from 
Semitic origins, specifically from the 
Hebrew root "H-N-K" (qian), which means 


Henosis 7. 
"dedicated" or "initiated." This name, 


which appears in the Bible as the great- myst : cal 

grandfather of Noah, signifies teaching, oneness un ion 
initiation, or dedication, reflecting 
Enoch's portrayal as a man of profound 
spiritual significance. Therefore, 
"Henosis" and "Enoch" derive from 
entirely different linguistic and cultural 
backgrounds, each bearing its distinct 
conceptual and historical importance. 


The Living Bread 
E: Can you please elaborate on this statement: "J am the living bread that came down from heaven. Any man who 
eats of this bread will live forever." 


D: Sure. This statement is found in John chapter 6, where Jesus is challenged by some Jews to prove His divine origin. 
Interestingly, Jesus never resorted to miracles or cited His own accomplishments in response to such demands. 


Instead, He suggested that a genuine understanding of His Father would naturally acknowledge His origin. 


E: What was Jesus trying to clarify? 
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D: Well, in John chapter 5, Jesus addresses the Jews, 
pointing out their disbelief despite their scriptural 
studies, which are meant to testify about Him. However, 
He clarifies that these scriptures refer not to His 
physical form but to His divine essence. |n John chapter 
6, when the Jews recall Moses providing bread from 
heaven and demand a sign, Jesus declares Himself as 
the true bread from heaven, indicating a spiritual 
sustenance that transcends physical death. 


E: So he is not talking about literally “eating bread”? 


D: No, obviously not. On the contrary this leads us to 
question the metaphorical significance of the bread 
Jesus refers to, clarifying that He does not advocate literal consumption for enlightenment. Instead, He uses this 
metaphor to conceal divine knowledge from those not yet ready, emphasizing self-awareness or insight into one's 
divine nature. 


E: So what is this “bread”? 


D: Jesus equates bread with the Word of God, suggesting that divine knowledge, or the "living word," becomes 
manifest in those who truly understand it. This knowledge leads to the realization of one's eternal nature, beyond 
physical death. Jesus invites His listeners to merge with this divine knowledge, symbolically represented by eating His 
flesh and drinking His blood, which He associates with eternal life and unity with Him. 


E: It's not about cannibalism, | hope! 


D: One might think so, however the passage where Jesus instructs consuming His flesh and blood actually symbolizes 
the integration of divine knowledge (Gnana) and divine love (Bhakti). While Gnana Yoga involves inquiry into the 
self and relentless contemplation, Bhakti Yoga embraces devotion and surrender to the divine. These paths, though 
distinct, lead to the dissolution of the ego and realization of the self. Jesus's teachings in John chapter 6 advocate for 
a harmonious pursuit of both paths. 


E: So it's about two paths to the same goal? 


D: Yes. Throughout history, spiritual masters have emphasized either Gnana or Bhakti as means to self-realization. 
Jesus, however, presents a radical integration of both, challenging His followers with a teaching that emphasizes 
unity with the divine through wisdom and love. This integration, representing the essence of God as both 
knowledge and love, offers a comprehensive path to realizing one's divine nature. 


E: But Jesus advocated both? 


D: Certainly. Jesus, speaking from the perspective of the realized self, encourages a deep union with the divine 
through understanding (Gnana) and emotional connection (Bhakti). He uses metaphors of eating His flesh and 
drinking His blood to symbolize the merging with divine wisdom and love, respectively. This dual approach 
underscores the inseparable nature of knowledge and love in the spiritual journey, leading to a complete realization 
of the divine. 
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E: What terms would early Christian mystics have used to parallel the concepts of Gnana and Bhakti? 


D: Early Christian mystics might equate "Gnana" (knowledge) with "Gnosis," referring to spiritual knowledge or 
insight into divine mysteries. "Bhakti" (devotion) could parallel "Agape" or "Caritas," denoting unconditional, divine 
love or the love of God for man and of man for God. 


Spiritual Resurrection 
E: Can you explain the significance of one of Jesus's " 
dead, as described in John Chapter 11? 


lam" statements in the context of raising Lazarus from the 


D: In John Chapter 11, the story of Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead is not just a demonstration of Jesus's 
miraculous powers but also a profound teaching moment. Jesus's declaration, "/ am the resurrection and the life," 
extends beyond the literal event. It engages with the Jewish belief that at the end times, righteous individuals would 
be physically resurrected to join God eternally. This belief underscores the importance of bodily resurrection and 
proper burial customs among first-century Jews. However, Jesus uses this belief system as a backdrop to introduce a 
deeper spiritual truth about resurrection and life, inviting a shift in consciousness from identifying with the physical 
body to recognizing oneself as eternal consciousness or "I am." 


E: How does Jesus's teaching about resurrection differ from the traditional Jewish belief? 


D: Jesus's teaching transcends the traditional Jewish 
belief in a future physical resurrection by presenting 
himself as the embodiment of resurrection and life 
here and now. When Jesus proclaims, "He who 
believes in me, though he may die, he shall live. 
And whoever lives and believes in me shall never 
die," he is inviting individuals to experience spiritual 
resurrection by recognizing and embracing their 
true essence as eternal consciousness. This 


perspective challenges conventional beliefs by 
suggesting that spiritual awakening and liberation 
from the ego's constraints are accessible in the present, through the realization of the "| am" state. 


E: What does Jesus mean by asking people to "believe in me"? 


D: When Jesus asks people to "believe in me," he's not calling for a superficial acknowledgment of his physical form 
or persona. Instead, he's inviting them into a profound transformation of consciousness, to adopt the Christ 
consciousness that transcends physical identity and limitations. This call to belief is an invitation to recognize and 
embody the eternal, divine essence within oneself, which Jesus exemplifies. It's about transcending the ego and 
awakening to the universal, unifying consciousness of "| am," thereby experiencing spiritual resurrection and eternal 
life. 


E: How do Jesus's "| am" statements and his actions contribute to this message? 


D: They serve as direct demonstrations of Christ consciousness, aiming to awaken a similar realization in others. By 
embodying and emanating this divine essence, Jesus exemplifies the potential for all individuals to transcend their 
identification with the physical body and awaken to their true, eternal nature. Through both his teachings and his 
example, Jesus illustrates that spiritual liberation and the realization of one's divine essence are not confined to 
verbal teachings but are accessible through the embodiment of the Christ light. 
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E: What is the broader spiritual significance of Jesus's crucifixion and resurrection narrative? 


D: Well, it symbolizes a universal spiritual journey: the death of ego or body consciousness and the awakening to God 
consciousness or the eternal "| am." While debates may continue about the historical specifics of Jesus's physical 
resurrection, the essential truth of the story points to the potential for spiritual resurrection within all individuals. 
This resurrection is not about transcending physical death at the end of times but about realizing and embodying the 
divine consciousness here and now, leading to eternal life in the realm of "| am." This story invites everyone to 
recognize their potential for awakening and transcendence, embodying the eternal divine essence within. 


The Lion and the Lamb 


E: What's considered the most perplexing saying 
of Jesus across all Gospels, and what does it 
mean? 


D: The most perplexing saying is found in the 
Gospel of Thomas, verse seven, stating, "Blessed 
is the lion which becomes man when consumed 
by man, and cursed is the man whom the lion 
consumes, and the lion becomes man." This 
saying, initially cryptic, essentially discusses 
spiritual evolution, highlighting the journey of 
consciousness through various stages or 
densities, much like light through prisms. It 
speaks to transcending and integrating our 
primal, animalistic nature for spiritual growth. 


E: Can you explain the context of consciousness 
and its evolutionary journey as related to this 
saying? 


D: Consciousness progresses through seven 
densities or “heavens”, starting from basic 
existence as elements like earth and water, 
representing first density, and moving through 
stages of growth, movement, self-awareness, and beyond. The first two densities include our primal urges, such as 
survival instincts and sexuality, which are foundational for entering the third density. Here, the challenge is 


overcoming these primal urges to learn love and understanding, essential for spiritual evolution. 

E: How does Jesus's analogy of a man and a lion in the Gospel of Thomas verse seven illustrate spiritual evolution? 
D: Jesus uses the lion, a symbol of primal nature and kingship in the animal kingdom, to represent our animalistic 
urges. The analogy illustrates the spiritual journey from being dominated by these primal urges to mastering them, 
thereby achieving spiritual maturity. The process involves transcending and then integrating our lower nature into a 


higher state of being, akin to achieving self-mastery and embodying wisdom and fearlessness. 


E: How can we interpret Jesus's message in modern terms regarding overcoming our animal nature? 
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D: Jesus's message can be reinterpreted to mean: Blessed is the animal nature that is mastered and elevated by the 
individual, becoming human in the process, and cursed is the individual who is overpowered by his animal nature, 
allowing it to dominate him. This teaching emphasizes the importance of transcending our lower nature through 
self-knowledge and willpower, thereby moving towards spiritual enlightenment. 


E: What does the state of lion consciousness symbolize, and how is it achieved? 


D: The state of lion consciousness symbolizes a fearless, desireless, and observant state, similar to that of a 
meditating sage. It's not about suppression but about transformation and mastery of our primal energies for spiritual 
growth. This state is achieved by mastering our primal urges, embodying the qualities of both the lion and the 
lamb—merging power with peace and fearlessness with surrender—|leading us towards realizing our true, eternal 
nature. 


E: What is the ultimate message of Jesus's saying in the Gospel of Thomas for our spiritual journey? 


D: The ultimate message is an invitation to transcend our lower nature and embrace our divine potential. By 
mastering our primal urges, we can embark on a path of self-mastery and understanding, freeing ourselves from the 
cycle of suffering and rebirth, and moving towards spiritual enlightenment. This path helps us embody the qualities 
of the lion and the lamb, realizing our true, eternal nature. 


The Vine and Branches 
E: What does Jesus mean by saying, "am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower"? 


D: This statement is deeply mystical, inviting us to explore the Christ nature within ourselves. He suggests a 
metaphorical, rather than literal, interpretation, emphasizing the eternal dimension and interconnectedness of all 
beings with the divine. 


E: How does the Gospel of John differ in its 
portrayal of Christ compared to the other 
Gospels? 


D: It simply adopts a more mystical approach, 
focusing on the Christ nature rather than just 
the life story of Jesus. It presents Jesus as 
embodying the Logos, or universal Christ 
energy, emphasizing his realization of an 
eternal dimension within, which is distinct from 
the earlier Gospels that depict Jesus more as a 
human figure with divine infusions. 


E: What is the significance of Jesus's use of the vine and branches analogy? 
D: Jesus uses it to depict the intimate and indwelling presence of the divine within all individuals, similar to the 
Kundalini and chakras in Hindu tradition. This analogy illustrates the interconnectedness of all beings with the divine, 


emphasizing the necessity of nurturing this divine energy to realize Christ consciousness. 


E: How does the passage from John 15 relate to Hindu concepts of divinity? 
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D: The passage from John 15 resonates with Hindu concepts like the Atman and Brahman, suggesting that the Christ 
nature, or Atman, is our highest potential. It highlights the universal presence of the Christ nature within all, akin to 
the vine's relationship with its branches, inviting us to embody this indwelling presence through spiritual practice 
and awareness. 


E: What is the broader message of Jesus's teaching in John 15? 


D: Jesus's teaching in John 15 invites us to recognize and embody the indwelling Christ presence within ourselves, 
transforming our understanding of divinity and our spiritual journey. It demonstrates that the incarnation of Christ is 
not a one-time historical event but a universal and ongoing process, accessible to all who seek to realize their divine 
essence and potential. 


Non-doership 
E: What is the concept of non-doership in spiritual teachings? 


D: Non-doership is a spiritual principle that suggests actions are not the result of individual will but manifestations of 
divine will. It challenges the ego's belief in being the sole actor behind actions, pointing towards a deeper connection 
with a higher power. 


E: How does Jesus convey the idea 
of this in the Gospels? 


D: In the Gospels, particularly in 
John 14:10 and John 5:19, Jesus 
articulates this by stating: 


"Lam in the Father, and the 
Father is in me. The words | say to 
you | do not speak on my own 
authority. Rather, it is the Father, 
living in me, who is doing His 
work," and "The Son can do 
nothing by Himself; He can do only what He sees His Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also 
does in like manner." 


These passages highlight that Jesus's actions are directed by divine will rather than personal volition. 

E: Why is the concept of non-doership significant for spiritual enlightenment? 

D: Well, it is crucial for spiritual enlightenment because it dismantles the ego's illusion of autonomy and 
separateness. By renouncing the belief in personal doership, one can transcend the ego, leading to a state of 
liberation and a deeper unity with the divine. 

E: Can you explain this using a simple analogy? 

D: A helpful analogy for non-doership is a marble maze, where the ego is likened to a marble thinking it navigates 


life's challenges independently. However, it's the maze's structure and gravity — symbolizing divine will — that 
dictate the marble's path, revealing that actions are propelled by forces beyond the individual ego. 
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E: How does recognizing non-doership affect one's sense of guilt and pride? 

D: Recognizing non-doership eradicates guilt and pride by revealing that all actions are orchestrated by universal 
consciousness or God, not the individual ego. This realization fosters a profound spiritual liberation and a deeper 
connection with the divine. 

E: What practical steps can one take to integrate the awareness of non-doership? 

D: To integrate non-doership, it's beneficial to reflect on whether we're truly the doers of our actions or merely 
observers. This contemplation can shift our perception towards the truth of non-doership and facilitate a flow state 
in actions, performed with ease and joy, free from the ego's claim of authorship. 


E: What is the overarching message of Jesus's teachings on this? 


D: Jesus's teachings on non-doership invite us to relinquish the illusion of personal doership and find rest in the 
divine. 


Before Abraham was, | Am 
E: What is the significance of John chapter 8 in the Gospel? 


D: John chapter 8 is pivotal, showcasing a 
nae = me - v 8 ‘i 
contentious dialogue where Jesus counters Jesus said to them - Tru ly, tru ly, 


| say to you, before Abraham was 


accusations of being possessed, emphasizing 
his divine mission and identity. His declaration, 
"Before Abraham was, | am," transcends 
physical and temporal identity, revealing his 
eternal, universal presence as the "| Am" 


r— 


principle, beyond mere physical lineage. 


E: How does Jesus respond to accusations and 
misunderstanding from the Jews? 

John 8:58 
D: Jesus refutes accusations of possession with 
dignity, asserting his honor towards the Father 
and disinterest in seeking personal glory. He challenges conventional beliefs on death and existence with his 


statement, "Before Abraham was, | am," indicating his pre-existence and eternal nature, which provokes a dramatic 
reaction leading to an attempt to stone him. 


E: What does Jesus’s claim, "Before Abraham was, | am," signify? 
D: This claim signifies Jesus's identification not with his historical persona but with the timeless essence of being 


itself—the "| Am" principle. \t points to an eternal dimension of existence beyond time and form, aligning him with 
the Absolute or "the Father," highlighting the metaphysical depth of his identity and message. 
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Sons of God 


E: What is the atonement for of sins in this context? 


D: Christ's role as the atonement for humanity's sins is often misinterpreted within mainstream Christianity due to a 
literal understanding of language. The New Testament assures us of salvation through the Son of God, emphasizing 
eternal life through knowing the Son. However, the metaphorical depth intended by the authors suggests a broader, 
universal principle of divine nature within oneself rather than an exclusive, individual identity. 


E: How should we interpret the term "Son" in the context of Jesus's teachings? 


D: In Jesus's era, the term "Son" was metaphorical, signifying "in the nature of" or sharing the same essence with 
the Father, which implies equality with God. This concept of sonship extends beyond a physical, birthed son to 
anyone who awakens to the divine nature within themselves. 


E: Why did Jesus often speak in the third 


person? 
D: Jesus spoke in the third person not due | Fi iF 


to detachment but to highlight a universal 
principle of being rather than individuality. 
This approach underscores the impersonal, 
universal nature of enlightenment, focusing 
on uncovering the inherent peace of being 
rather than becoming a peaceful person. 


E: How does understanding "Son of God" as 
a state of consciousness transform the 
perception of Jesus? 


D: Understanding "Son of God" as a state of 
consciousness rather than an exclusive 
identity transforms Jesus from a sacrificial figure into a guide to spiritual awakening. His mission was to reveal a 
oneness with God that transcends the illusion of separation, not to affirm existing beliefs about sacrifice and 
atonement. 


E: What deeper understanding of sin emerges from Jesus's teachings? 

D: Sin, traditionally interpreted as wrongful actions, is more profoundly understood through Jesus's teachings as 
acting in opposition to God's nature of oneness and eternity. Jesus redirects us from the belief in separation, the 
original sin, to the recognition of our inherent unity with the divine. 

E: How does the crucifixion narrative illustrate God's response to humanity's belief in separation? 

D: The crucifixion narrative, rather than depicting divine punishment, illustrates God's response to humanity's 
misconception of separation. Through crucifixion and offering forgiveness, Jesus embodied the revelation of God's 


nature as oneness and love, challenging us to transcend our illusions of separation and embrace our divine essence. 


E: What does the mystical interpretation invite us to recognize regarding our relationship with Christ? 
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D: The mystical interpretation invites us to recognize Christ not as an external savior but as the realization of our 
divine essence, the Christ consciousness within. By realizing our oneness with the source, we embody the true 
meaning of being "sons of God," living expressions of eternal life and divine unity. 


Miracles and Healing 
E: Tell me a bit about Jesus's ability to heal the sick 
and perform miracles. 


D: Well, Jesus's reputation as a healer and miracle 
worker was a significant factor behind the rapid 
growth of his following. Wherever he went, his 
healing of all who came to him was undeniable 
evidence to many of his divine mission. 


E: But were these healings authentic? 


D: While some question the authenticity of Jesus's miracles, suggesting they might have been embellished by early 
Christians, my personal experience within a spiritually vibrant Christian community has convinced me otherwise. I've 
witnessed first-hand the reality of healing miracles — from the curing of chronic diseases to instantaneous recoveries. 
Such experiences are not unique to Christianity; they are reported across various spiritual traditions, underscoring 
the universal potential for divine intervention in our physical world. 


E: The underlying principles of healing have long puzzled humanity, so what are they really? 


D: Well, within the Christian context, healing is often seen as contingent upon God's will, influenced by the faith of 
those involved. This perspective, though well-intentioned, oversimplifies the complex interplay between mind, body, 
and spirit, and sometimes unfairly places the burden of “not having enough faith" on those who are not healed. 


E: Please elaborate. 


D: Advancements in quantum mechanics and an evolving understanding of the mind's influence on reality have 
introduced new perspectives on the supernatural, suggesting that all of existence is fundamentally mental. This shift 
towards recognizing the mental basis of reality offers a deeper insight into the nature of healing but still falls short of 
a complete explanation. The highest understanding recognizes that while matter is a manifestation of the mind, both 
are ultimately expressions of a deeper, ineffable nothingness — the eternal, unchanging reality beyond our physical 

7 and mental experiences. 


E: So Jesus's healing ministry was rooted in this profound 
recognition of eternal perfection and oneness? 


D: Yes. He did not see sickness or imperfection in those 
he healed; he saw their divine, perfect essence. His 
consciousness of perfection overcame the imperfections 
perceived by others, manifesting health and wholeness in 
accordance with the eternal reality of being. 


E: So Jesus didn't heal by denying the existence of illness 
or by manipulating the material world through mental 
effort? 
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D: No. Instead, he understood that true health is not of the body but of the eternal self — the aspect of us that is 
whole and unchanged by the vicissitudes of life. By perceiving and affirming this eternal wholeness in those he 
encountered, Jesus aligned the observable reality with the perfect, divine prototype present within everyone. 


E: Sounds like quantum mechanics to me. 


D: You’re right. Quantum mechanics has shown that the observer plays a crucial role in determining which 
possibilities manifest from the field of potential. Jesus, through his unwavering awareness of divine perfection, was 
able to "call forth" this perfection into manifestation, bypassing the illusion of sickness and affirming the eternal 
wholeness that is our true nature. 


E: Thus, Jesus's miracles were not violations of natural law but demonstrations of a higher law? 


D: Yes — the law of divine reality, where eternal perfection and wholeness are the only truths. By aligning his 
consciousness with this divine reality, Jesus was able to manifest healing, showing us that the kingdom of heaven is 
not a distant realm but a present reality, awaiting our recognition. 


E: So, in essence, Jesus's healing ministry invites us to transcend our limited perceptions of ourselves and the world, 
to recognize the eternal perfection that underlies all of existence? 


D: Exactly. It calls us to live not in the shadow of illness and imperfection but in the light of our divine, eternal nature, 
here and now, on Earth as it is in heaven. 


The Logos 


E: Tell me about, John 1:1-3, which introduces the Logos or the original and eternal thought of God. 


D: Sure. This concept suggests that the 
Kingdom of Heaven is a realm of perfect THE BIBLICAL POTRAYAL OF THE 
concepts, divine ideas, and eternal 
realities, indicating that everything in 
existence first originates as an idea in God's 
mind, sharing God's eternal and infinite 
qualities. 


E: So each person is essentially a divine 

thought form, a Logos, within God's mind? \ . Saal RE. 
JESUS THE LOGOS: 

D: Yes, the concept of the “Logos” implies IN JOHN’S GOSPEL 


that the physical manifestation of ourselves 


is a reflection of a perfect concept that 
eternally exists in the divine, unmanifest realm. Healing, then, involves invoking this perfect concept from the 
heavenly realm to manifest on Earth, aligning our physical reality with divine perfection. 


E: So the “ideational” nature of the universe, is not fundamentally physical but a reflection of ideas from the 
unmanifest realm, or heaven? 


D: Yes, this perspective reveals that all variations and forms in the manifest world, including human beings, are 


expressions of the infinite potential of divine thought forms, with Jesus being the perfect realization of the divine 
idea of man, or the Christ. 
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E: So, Jesus's realization of his oneness with God, his identity as the Logos made flesh, demonstrates the potential 
within all of us to realize and manifest our divine nature? 


D: Yes. However, most people identify solely 
with their individual, bodily existence, 
overlooking their eternal, divine essence. 
Jesus's teachings and his embodiment of divine 
perfection invite us to transcend this limited 
self-perception, recognizing our true identity as 
expressions of God's perfect thought. 


So, through the analogy of God as the author of 
life, we understand that we, like characters ina 
story, have no existence independent of the 
author's mind? 


D: Exactly. Realizing our oneness with the divine 
author frees us from the illusion of separation 
and individuality, leading us to the truth that in God we live, move, and have our being. This realization is the key to 
living in the Kingdom of Heaven, a state of consciousness where we recognize and manifest our eternal, divine nature 
on Earth as it is in heaven. 


E: So Jesus, as the Logos, the divine idea of man fully realized, serves as the living example of our potential to awaken 
to our true identity as citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven? 


D: Yes. By embodying divine qualities and demonstrating the Kingdom, Jesus shows us that recognizing and living 
from our divine essence allows us to manifest heaven on Earth, transforming our awareness and experience of 
reality. 


Overcoming the World 
E: Please elaborate on the statement found in John 16:33, where Jesus says, 


"I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation, but take heart; 
| have overcome the world." 


D: Sure. This passage raises an essential question about the use of the word "in" by Jesus. Unlike the conventional 
Christian interpretation that equates finding peace with confessing Jesus as one's personal savior, we understand that 
Jesus wasn't speaking literally about entering His physical body or merely invoking His name for miraculous deeds. 


E: So we come back to the theme that Jesus consistently spoke from the perspective of the Christ consciousness, not 
as a mere physical entity? 


D: Yes. He conveyed that attaining peace, The Separation from God 
healing the sick, and performing miracles are 

accessible when one aligns with “His” state of 
consciousness. Therefore, it's crucial to explore 
the distinct way Jesus perceived reality, 
enabling Him to effortlessly engage with the 


supernatural. 
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E: So our ignorance, like a stain on a mirror, distorts reality's 
reflection? 


D: Yes. God, being unchangeable and the epitome of perfect health 
and wholeness, is not altered into a diseased state. Diseases 
manifest due to a lack of awareness of our oneness with God, the 
source of all health. 


E: So this understanding underscores that the material world we 
perceive is not an alteration of the eternal spiritual universe by God, 
but a misperception of eternal spirit as separate physical matter? 


can too. 
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D: Yes, itis as “A Course in Miracles” states, "The world as you 
perceive it cannot have been created by the Father, for the world 
is not as you See it." 


E: This highlights the discrepancy between our perception and 
divine reality? 


D: Yes. The essence of Christ's vision sees no materiality or 
separateness from God. This vision enables the manifestation of 


healing, forgiveness, and abundance, reflecting heaven's purity where everything is spirit and consciousness. 
E: So to embody Christ's vision, we must transcend the belief in a physical universe, recognizing all as spirit? 


D: Yes. This spiritual awareness is key to overcoming the world as Jesus did, not by conquering geographical 
territories but by transcending matter consciousness and dwelling in spirit consciousness. Like ascending from the 
third to the seventh floor in a building analogy, we must rise to God consciousness, where peace, wholeness, and 
abundance are innate. 


E: So the universe, as a feedback device, mirrors our beliefs? 


D: Yes. Belief in separation from God manifests as physical ailments and scarcity. Thus, healing and miracles arise 
from a state of consciousness that acknowledges only God's omnipresence and perfection. This understanding 
requires a shift from seeing through the mind's limitations to experiencing reality with awareness, where God's 
presence is felt within and all around us. 


E: So as we commit to practicing this 
awareness, we gradually integrate it into 
our lives, transforming our perception 
and experience of reality? 


D: Exactly. This shift from material to 


spiritual awareness is the journey 
towards living with Christ's vision, where miracles naturally follow due to our alignment with divine truth. Ultimately, 
the choice of universe we inhabit—material or spiritual—shapes our reality, underscoring the importance of living in 
the awareness of spirit's omnipresence. 
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Chapter 24 
The Greatest Story Ever Told 


Lucifer is not the Devil 
E: We are getting to the end of our discussions now, so we can start to sum up what we’ve touched upon so far. 


D: Yeah, that’s a good idea. Let’s do that. | can begin by 
saying that according to Father Malachi Martin, Lucifer is 
not the devil; in the Christian context, Satan is the devil, not 
Lucifer. This distinction is crucial and merits further 
discussion. | can highly recommend his book on demonic 
possession titled “Hostage to the Devil”. 


E: Remind me of who the character Satan is. 


D: The term "Satan" in Hebrew refers to an adversary, 
specifically one that opposes you in court, akin to a lawyer. 


E: And Lucifer is not Satan? 


Jesus and Lucifer: 
between "evil" with a "D" to form "devil," and "good," — =A S I N G iC E B E I N G“ 2 


from which "God" is derived, illustrates the linguistic 


D: No, Lucifer is not the devil; Satan is. The distinction 


connection between these concepts. 
E: And some say Jesus and Lucifer are interchangeable? 


D: Yes. Intriguingly, some texts suggest Lucifer refers to Jesus, citing Revelation 22:16, where Jesus is called the 
"Bright Morning Star," a title also associated with Lucifer. This identification challenges traditional narratives and 
invites a deeper examination of religious texts. And as we previously mentioned, the orbit of Venus, associated with 
Lucifer or the "Bright Morning Star," forms a pentagram in the sky over time, adding an astronomical dimension to 
these theological discussions. And this of course connects to Agrippa's Man inside the Pentagram. 


Agrippa's Man 
E: What is Agrippa's Man? 


D: It refers to an illustration and concept found in the work of Heinrich Cornelius Agrippa, a German polymath, 
magician, and occult writer of the 16th century, particularly noted in his work "De Occulta Philosophia libri tres" 
(Three Books of Occult Philosophy). This image is a symbol of Renaissance magical thinking and represents the 
synthesis of various esoteric and philosophical ideas. 


E: What does it depict? 
D: The illustration depicts a human figure (often referred to as the Vitruvian Man, though distinct from Leonardo da 


Vinci's famous drawing) standing with arms and legs spread within a pentagram, a five-pointed star. This figure 
symbolizes the microcosm (human being) in harmony with the macrocosm (the universe). Each point of the 
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pentagram is associated with one of the five elements: Earth, 
Water, Air, Fire, and Spirit (or Aether), suggesting that the human 
being is a microcosmic reflection of the universe. 


E: And if you turn it around it becomes “Satanic”? 


D: Yes. The downward point of the pentagram can symbolize a 
focus on the material or earthly aspects of existence, in contrast to 
the upward point of the traditional pentagram, which is often seen 
as pointing towards the divine or spiritual. It is also often associated 
with Baphomet, a figure that has various interpretations and 
meanings throughout history. 


E: Wasn’t Baphomet somehow connected to the Knights Templar? 


D: Well, although the historical Knights Templar had no known 
association with Baphomet or the pentagram, allegations during 
their trial in the early 14th century accused them of worshiping an 
idol named Baphomet. These claims were part of the basis for the 
suppression of the order by the Catholic Church. The name 
"Baphomet" has since been entangled with heresy, mysticism, and 
occult practices. 


E: So it’s about Light vs Dark? 


D: Yes. The conversation between light and darkness, symbolized by 
the sun and night, reflects the perpetual balance and conflict in 
religious and philosophical interpretations of the world. This 
narrative extends to the belief in Jesus's eventual return, 
symbolizing the triumph of light over darkness, a core theme in 
many religious traditions. And when the sun sets, the Prince of Darkness in Egypt, known as Set, signifies the onset 
of darkness, hence the term "sunset." The Prince of Darkness rules for 12 hours until God's Son, the light of the 
world, returns to save us. And of course, when Horus is risen, you see it on the Ho-rizon. 


You have eyes but do not see 


E: Some have called the Biblical narratives “The Greatest Story Ever Told”. Do you agree? 


D: Absolutely. In discussions with Jesuit theologians, it's acknowledged that the entire narrative of the New 
Testament is rooted in astrotheology. Mark 8:18, and Ezekiel 12:2 Jesus is quoted as saying: 
"You have eyes but do not see, you have ears but do not hear, and with your heart, you do not grasp the meaning." 


E: So the clergy is mainly unaware of this? 
D: Well, this suggests that many, including priests, cardinals, bishops, and even the Pope, may not fully comprehend 
the real, hidden truths within the New Testament. This hidden knowledge isn't typically explored through 


conventional theological education. | contend that the entire story of Jesus in the New Testament, from Matthew to 
Revelation, is a profoundly important narrative on the global stage. The Bible and the New Testament contain 
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essential knowledge, wisdom, and understanding intricately woven into the story, but it requires a particular insight 
to decipher. 


E: Can you provide any examples of how these narratives connect with astrotheology, particularly ones we haven't 
explored yet? 


Schools and fish 


D: Well, for instance, in Hebrew, "nun" means "fish," which explains 
why nuns are associated with schools, from the word “Shoal*” the 
Latin word "schola," meaning "lecture. Schooling is when all the 
“fish” move together in the same direction, at the same speed, at 
the same time. And this why the Pope wears a fish-shaped hat, 
symbolizing Dagon, the fish god. 

(* The word "shoal" comes from the Middle Dutch "schole," meaning 
a troop or crowd, which is related to the Old English "scolu," a band 
or troop of men, and to the West Germanic "skolu," a multitude). 


E: What about communion? 


D: The rituals of confession and communion traces back to ancient 
rites and deities like Bacchus, the god of wine, which explains the 
use of bread and wine in church ceremonies. Both the Christian Eucharist and the rites of Bacchus involve the 
symbolic use of bread and wine. 


E: Tell me more. 


D: In the Dionysian mysteries, wine served as a medium for transformation, offering an ecstatic experience that 
transcended the mundane. Similarly, the Eucharist represents the believer's spiritual transformation through 
participation in the sacred mysteries of Christ's sacrifice. 


The Night Trial 


E: What about Jesus being judged by a night trial. Does that 
imply astrological or astronomical connections? 


D: Yes, the night trial of Jesus, especially as conducted by the 
Sanhedrin, can symbolically be connected to astrological or 
astronomical phenomena. The cover of darkness during the 
trial can represent a transition from understanding to 
misunderstanding, mirroring the astronomical event of the 
sunset, where light fades into darkness. 


E: And what about the fall season? How does that relate to 
the narrative? 


D: Autumn represents a time of transition, harvest, and the precursor to winter, or death. This season parallels 
Jesus' crucifixion as it signifies the end of his earthly teachings and the start of a period of dormancy, which is then 
followed by renewal, just as winter leads to spring. 
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E: But why isn’t the story of Jesus as a spiritual teacher enough, why this 
need to add myth and allegory? 


D: | guess you have to provide something for people to believe in, so the 
story of old astral theology is presented in human terms. The sun "dying" 
on the cross refers, as you know, to the celestial phenomenon where the 
sun, symbolized by the four directions (north, east, west, south), aligns 
with the Southern Cross constellation during the winter solstice. This 
occurs when the sun reaches its southernmost point on December 22nd, 
23rd, and 24th, appearing to stop moving in the sky, symbolizing death on 
the cross for three days. On December 25th, the sun moves one degree 
northward, signifying its rebirth or resurrection. 


The two fish 
E: And the transitioning of ages, like the age of pisces? 


D: Yes. Some say that Polycarp, one of the early Christians, 
described the entire story as an astrotheological allegory of 
Feb 19 - Mar 20 the Age of Pisces, symbolized by the two fish. This 
symbolism explains why Jesus is depicted feeding the masses 
with two fish, representing the Piscean era. 


E: So the fish symbol, used by Christianity, aligns with the 
astrological age of Pisces, further emphasizing the story's 
celestial roots. The pope's wearing of a fish-shaped hat also 


_ opposite directions, 
representing the . - 
duality within the ; 

Piscean nature. ~ ») ties back to this theme, making Christianity's connection to 


The twelfth y 
astrological sign in 
the zodiac shows two \ XN 
fish swimming in / 


Pisces and astrology evident. 


Church and Cercei 

D: Yes. And many church-related terms, such as "cardinal points" and "nun" (fish in Hebrew), originate from 
astrology, demonstrating the deep astrological roots of Christian vocabulary. Even the word "church" derives from 
the Scottish "kirk," linked to the goddess Cersei from Middle Eastern mythology, brought back to Europe by the 
Knights Templar. This highlights the syncretic nature of Christianity, incorporating elements from various cultures and 
religions, including Islamic astronomical knowledge, evidenced by many star names being Arabic. 


E: Tell me more about “Cercei”. 


D: When the Knights Templar returned to Scotland, 
they brought the worship of the goddess Cersei with 
them, which evolved into the concept of Mother 
Church. |n ancient Greek mythology, Cersei was a 
goddess who could hypnotize people, take their minds, 
and then feed off them once they were turned into 
animals. This allegory is likened to how the church 
influences people's minds, drawing them into a trance- 
like state, and then metaphorically feeds off their 
ignorance and devotion. 
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Captain Kirk 


E: And this is why we have captain “Kirk” in Star Trek? 


D: Sure. The church, can be seen as the starship Enterprise 
in "Star Trek" as an enterprise taking humanity to new 
frontiers, metaphorically speaks to the church's role in 
leading its followers into uncharted spiritual territory, often 
at a substantial cost. This blending of mythology, astrology, 
and religious tradition illustrates the complex tapestry of 
beliefs that underpin Christian narrative and practice. 


Shekinah, loudaios and Jupiter 
E: Why are Jews “bobbing” back and forth towards the wall, when praying? 


D: Well, according to Jordan Maxwell, the practice of Jews praying 
at the Western Wall, often seen bobbing back and forth, is 
explained as mimicking the sexual act, symbolizing intimacy with 
the divine. This action is related to the Shekinah, the feminine 
aspect of God in Jewish theology, suggesting a sexual union with 
the divine presence. The Shekinah is basically the same as the 
Vagina, the Holy Grail, the Y, the cup of blood. 

E: Is it true that the term "Jew" was originally spelled with an "I" 
a symbol for a pillar, or phallus? 


, as 


D: Yes, that's correct. The word "Jew" was originally spelled with an 
"I" in many European languages due to the absence of the letter "J" 
in the Latin alphabet, from which many modern alphabets derive. 


E: So what is that word in Latin? 

D: In Latin, the term for Jew is "ludaeus," which was derived from the Greek "Joudaios" (loudaioc), referring to a 
person from Judea (ludaea). The Greek term itself comes from the Hebrew "Yehudi," meaning someone from the 
tribe of Judah or the inhabitants of the Kingdom of Judah. This is why Yeshua is called l|O-Zeus, or "I€sous" in Greek. 


E: Elaborate on that. 


D: The English name "Jesus" ultimately derives from this Latin form. The letter "J" 


developed as a variant of the letter "I" in Late Latin, leading to the pronunciation | EU S 
and spelling changes that introduced the name "Jesus" into English usage. When 
the New Testament, originally written in Greek, refers to Jesus, it uses the name ex MAC H I NA 


‘Inootc (lésous). Greek does not have an exact equivalent to the "sh" sound from 
Hebrew, so "Yeshua" became "lésous" in Greek translations. The name "Iésous" 
was then transliterated into Latin as "lesus." 


a, 


E: So it is lo-daios, and daious is the same as the term for God, Deus? 
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D: Yes. "Deus" is the Latin word for "God." However that 
word for God is much older than people think. 


E: How so? 


D: Well, it is derived from earlier Proto-Indo-European 
religious vocabulary and is cognate with the Old Sanskrit 
word "Deva", which means "heavenly, divine, anything 
of excellence," and is used for gods in Hinduism. Deva, 
Deus, Dio, Zeus — it’s all the same word. 


Gg 


PY IHEA. 


E: So the Latin "Deus" and the Sanskrit "Deva" share a common Indo-European heritage? 


Jupiter and Peter 


D: Exactly. In Latin, "Deus" was used to refer to the god of the Roman 
pantheon or the monotheistic God of Christianity in later Latin texts. This is 
why Iu-daea actually means “Jupiter God”. 


E: So “lu”, or “lo”, is connected to Jupiter? 


D: Yes. The Romans named the planet after their chief god, Jupiter, which is 
“luppiter” in Latin, who was equivalent to the Greek Zeus. Like Yahweh, 
Jupiter was the god of the sky and thunder, and his symbol was the 
lightning bolt. 

“lu-ppiter’ is where the Christians get their “Peter” from, the “Piter”. Peter 
is the rock, Petros “up there” in the sky. 


E: This reminds me of the god of thunder, up north where | live, called 
“Thor”. 


Jupiter — 


a.k.a Zeu 


D: Well, Jupiter and Zeus is the same god as the Scandinavian Thor, with the 
hammer and the lightning bolt. That’s why we have Thor's Day, Thursday, 
named after Jupiter, the Latin "dies Jovis". And of course, Thor's consort is 
Frigg or Freya, which is Venus, celebrated on Friday or "Frigg's Day", from 
French "vendredi" and Spanish "viernes". 


E: And IO, the symbol for the phallus, and the vulva, 1 and 0, is of course one 
of the moons of Jupiter? 


D: Yes. IO is one of the four largest moons of Jupiter, known collectively as 
the Galilean moons, named after Galileo Galilei, who discovered them in 
1610. lo is particularly notable for its volcanic activity, which is the most 
intense of any body in the Solar System, due to the gravitational interaction 
between it, Jupiter, and the other Galilean moons. This is also why some Coin of Alexander the Great 
ancient culture worshipped the god “Vulcan” or Vulcanus, and of course mr Spock in star Trek, the “Green Man” is a 
“Vulcan”. 


E: And Yahweh, Yehovah is basically the same as Jove, or should | say |O-Ve? 
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D: Yes, Jove was considered the king of the gods and the ruler of the heavens, akin to Zeus in Greek mythology. He 
was a god of sky and thunder, and his symbols included the lightning bolt, eagle, and oak tree. The name "lo" in 
mythology refers to a mortal priestess who was one of Zeus's lovers, and not directly to the planet or god 
Jupiter/Zeus himself. 


God = Dio = Deus = Zeus = lovis = Jovis = Jove = Yahweh 


lo and Jove 
E: What is the story of lo and Jove about? 


D: Well, the story involves Jove (Jupiter), the king of the gods, 
who falls in love with lo, a beautiful priestess. To conceal his 
affair from his wife, Juno, and protect lo from her jealousy, Jove 
transforms lo into a white heifer. 


E: What themes does the story of lo and Jove explore? 


D: The myth explores themes of power, jealousy, divine 
intervention, and the complex relationships between gods and mortals. It highlights the gods' capricious nature and 
the profound impact of their actions on the lives of mortals. 


Tetragrammaton 


E: But the name Yahweh have connections to many forms 
of planetary worship, including the sun, moon, and the 
planet Saturn? ( f 


D: Yes, as we have already covered extensively in these 

discussions. About the association to the sun, one can rane wy on yoo 
point out the connection to the Hebrew name for God, 

the Tetragrammaton, YHWH, which really is the Tetra- 

Gram-Aton, hinting at ties to the Egyptian sun god Aton. 

This connection is of course highlighted in popular culture 

through the "Indiana Jones" film series, where the Ark of 

the Covenant is found in Egypt, underscoring Spielberg's 

awareness of its Egyptian origins rather than Hebrew. 


God is Love 
E: And incidentally, people, especially Christians, will tell you that God is “love”. 
D: No. It’s not L-ove, it is J-O-V-E, going back to Jupiter. In the ancient world, the J did not exist, and the small L, looks 
the same as I. It is similar to the word Ph-allus, which is really an “f”, for Ph, a symbol for the Kane with two balls. The 
Tubal Cain of the Freemasons. That’s why you have the logo of f-acebook. It is the fertility phallus worshipped at 


midsummer’s eve in Scandinavia, the pole with two rings. Pharao was the big boss, the Phalao, from the word for 
“Paul”, Paula, Fala. It’s the same word as Pole, the rod, the shaft, the staff. 
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Palestine 
E: And this is why we have Phallus-tine, and later Palestine? 


D: The earliest known mention of a similar name is found in Ancient 
Egyptian texts, referring to a "Sea Peoples" group called the "Peleset" 
(from around the 12th century BCE). The Peleset are commonly 
associated with the Philistines, who settled in the southern coastal 
area of Canaan, or Kane-an, which later became part of what we 
know today as Palestine. They were all Sea-men. You get it? 


E: As in Semen! It is like the word Colonel, there's an R in it, yet when 
pronounced, there seems to be no L. What does that tell you? 


D: It tells us that Rs and Ls are interchangeable, so Pharaoh will 
become “Follow” or phallus. Palestine is the Phalla-stein, meaning 
the phallic stone, that’s why on Palestine you have the dome of the 
“rock”. You get a “hard” ON, ON for the sun. You are “hard as a rock”. Colonel is also a symbol for a place where the 


sun doesn’t shine, the Colon, a depiction of the cave, or Saturn, EL, Colon-EL. 
E: So all this ties back to sex, drugs, and rock'n'roll, and the reproduction of life? 
D: Yes, because that is the bottom line. Only God can create life, which is what males and females do. 


12 jurors 


E: Why do we have 12 jurors in a courtroom? 


WHY ARE TH ERE 12 D: Because they help bring the truth to light, from the 
9 light of Truth, aligning with the twelve signs of the 
i 2 zodiac and the twelve followers of the sun. 
E: Taking the word God and reversing it becomes dog, 
as in Dogma. What does that indicate? 


D: It indicates that G's and K's are interchangeable, 
and vowels were of no consequence in the ancient world, leading to various interpretations. 


E: Why are they prostrating themselves on the altar to become priests? 
D: It's what they did in Hindu and many ancient Mystery Schools, laying down and prostrating themselves before 
their God. This is why, if you leave the communion of the church, the circle, you become an “Apostate”, or should | 


say a “Prost-ate”. 


E: Why don't the High Priests tell people the real truth, about these astrotheological connections? 
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Barabbas 


D: Because religion is a business. If we tell people the truth, they don't want to hear 


it. They prefer Barabbas, the lies and the stories. People shout loudly “Give us 
Barabbas”. Bar-Abbas means the son of the Father, the question is just which 
Father? Is it the Papa, the Pope, the Phallus, the Pole/Paul, the Obelisk, the son of a 


“Bitch”? 


E: So the story of Pontius Pilate offering Jesus or Barabbas to the crowd is a 


metaphor? 


D: Yes, it's a symbolic story telling us that given the choice, people will always 
choose the lies and the deceptions over the truth and the light. 


Brahma and Abraham 


E: Why are the names of Abraham and his wife Sarah of the monotheistic Judeo-Christian and Moslem religions 


nearly identical to Brahma and his wife Saraswati of the Hindu religion? 


D: Well, Brahman in Hinduism is considered the ultimate reality, the creator existing both independently from and 
within creation. Creation emanates from Brahman, making Brahman omnipresent across all levels of existence. The 


soul, or Atman, is essentially Brahman manifested in physical form 
within the creation. This belief system mirrors several aspects of 
Hebrew thought, particularly the notion of a singular, all- 
encompassing divine presence. 


E: So it’s about an ancient transition from several deities, into one? 


D: Well, the Brahmin priest caste in ancient India was responsible for 
imparting spiritual knowledge and upholding spiritual principles. 
However, over time, this caste fell into idolatry, transitioning from 
monotheistic worship of Brahman to polytheistic practices seen in 
modern Hinduism. They began to worship individual aspects of 
Brahman, such as Brahma, Vishnu, and Shiva, as separate deities. 


E: Something that the Hebrew Abraham was opposed to? 
D: Yes. Abraham, known for his staunch opposition to idolatry, 


challenged these practices. He destroyed his father Terah's idols and 
left the community, seeking a purer form of worship. It's noteworthy 


that names within the caste system often reflect one's caste. Abraham's original name, Abram, echoes his 


connection to the Brahmin caste. By renouncing idolatry and leaving his community, Abraham carried with him 
profound spiritual wisdom, dedicating himself to the worship of “Yahweh” alone. Ab-Ram also hints at him being the 


Father of the Age of the Ram. 


E: But how could this genealogy possibly work, since the Hebrew and Sanskrit languages, from which the names are 
derived, belong to different branches of the Indo-European language family, and their development is separated by 
significant geographical, cultural, and temporal distances? 
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The Ishmaelites and the Brahmin caste 


D: Well, the descendants of Abraham, such as the Ishmaelites, share this Brahmin caste lineage, albeit they were 
not chosen to continue the priesthood or its laws. Nonetheless, Abraham's progeny tend to be more spiritually 
inclined than other nations, often gravitating towards spiritual, Eastern, or monotheistic religions that closely 
resemble their ancestors’ ancient traditions. This affinity is evident in the Ishmaelites' common association with 
Islam, despite its idolatrous aspects, due to its similarities to ancient practices. 

E: Can one trace the rituals of the ancient Hebrews, back to the Brahmin caste? 


D: Yes. There are notable parallels 
between the rituals of the Brahmin priests 
and those instructed to the Levite priests. 
For instance, ancient Brahmins offered 
bread and ghee (clarified butter), while 
Levite priests made offerings of bread and 
olive oil, influenced by their geographical 
location and available crops. Both groups 
conducted feasts during full and new 
moons, aligning with instructions in 
Leviticus 23 to make offerings during these 
phases. Significant feasts like Passover and 
the Feast of Booths occur during a full 
moon, mirroring Brahmin practices. 


Both the Brahmin priests and the Levites 

performed offerings over fire with incense and believed in a singular reality or creator, showcasing a shared belief 
system. Similar to the Levites the Brahmin caste's tradition of wearing white symbolizes purity and a connection with 
Brahman. 


E: When we examine the connection between Abraham and Brahma, the parallels in their names are intriguing. 
Abraham is revered as the patriarch of prophets, while Brahma is considered the first being created and often 
regarded as the father of mankind. Am | on the right track? 


D: Yes. The name "Abraham" derives from two Semitic words: "Ab," meaning father, and "Raham," meaning 
exalted. Similarly, Brahma's consort, Saraswati, shares a resemblance with Abraham's wife, Sarah. Additionally, the 
Saraswati River in India has a tributary called the Ghaggar, and according to Islamic tradition, Hagar (Hajra) was 
Sarah's maidservant. 


E: Any other similarities? 
D: Not only do the names Abraham and Sarah align with Brahma and Saraswati, but we also find similarities with 
Adam and Eve, paralleling Adama and Vaibati. Brahma is said to have sons, Brahmanaspati and Brihaspati, just as 


Abraham had two sons, Ishmael and Isaac. Let's delve into some commonalities between Brahma, with his sons, and 
Abraham. It all goes back to even earlier civilizations such as the Dravidians, which predated the Hindus. 
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The Dravidians 
E: Who were the Dravidians? 


D: The Dravidian civilization*, 
often associated with the Indus 
Valley Civilization (around 3300- 
1300 BCE), is one of the world's 
oldest urban cultures. Some 
scholars believe that the 
Dravidians were the primary 
inhabitants of the Indus Valley, 
and the religious practices found 


2 THE DRAVIDIANS 


~f alt : . 7 
fw} aia) ' in archaeological sites suggest 


early forms of Hindu rituals, such 
as worship of the Mother Goddess, Shiva-like figures, and ritual bathing in tanks or baths, which are integral to 
Hinduism. This later evolved into the rituals of Baptism in Christianity. 

(* See: Brahman: The Discovery of the God of Abraham, by by Prof.M.M. Ninan). 


E: Didn’t the Essenes practice this ritualistic bathing? 

D: Yes, the Essenes, a Jewish sect that flourished from the 2nd century BCE to the 1st century CE, practiced ritual 
bathing as part of their daily routines and religious observances. The Essenes are known for their strict community 
rules, ascetic lifestyle, and emphasis on purity, both spiritual and physical. 


E: So, like in baptism it’s about a cleansing of the soul? 


D: Ritual bathing, or immersion in water, was a significant aspect of their practices, aimed at achieving ritual purity. 
This practice is reflected in the archaeological findings at Qumran, near the Dead Sea, where the Essenes are 
believed to have lived. Excavations at Qumran have uncovered numerous mikvehs, or ritual baths, which provide 
physical evidence of the community's emphasis on purification through water. 


E: They immersed themselves in “Living water” as Jesus would have put it. 


D: Yes. The Essenes believed that immersion in water was a means of achieving spiritual cleanliness and preparing for 
prayer and communal meals. The ritual baths were constructed according to specific standards, ensuring that fresh, 
"living" water, such as rainwater or spring water, was used for the immersions, which is consistent with Jewish laws 
of ritual purity. 


E: And this later became the baptism practiced in Christianity? 
D: Yes, like | said, this practice of ritual bathing by the Essenes is often compared to the baptism practices in early 
Christianity, suggesting a possible influence or shared tradition. John the Baptist, who baptized Jesus according to 


the New Testament, is sometimes speculated to have had connections with the Essenes, though direct evidence is 
lacking. 
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Christ and Krishna 


E: Some draw parallels between Christ and Krishna. Can you elaborate on that theme? 


D: Sure. The comparison between Krishna and 
Christ reveals parallels that stretch across cultural 
and religious boundaries, highlighting the 
universal aspects of the savior archetype found 
in different spiritual traditions. Here are some of 
the most common similarities between Krishna 
and Jesus Christ: 


Miraculous Conception: Both Krishna and Christ 
were born under miraculous circumstances. 
Krishna was divinely conceived in the mind of Vasudeva and transferred to Devaki's womb, while Jesus was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 


Royal Lineage: Both figures come from royal genealogies. Krishna was born into the Yadava clan, a noble lineage, 
while Jesus was born from the House of David, fulfilling Old Testament prophecies concerning the Messiah's lineage. 


Threat from a Ruler: Shortly after their births, both were threatened by a wicked ruler. King Kamsa sought to kill 
Krishna, whereas King Herod ordered the Massacre of the Innocents to eliminate Jesus. 


Temptation and Miracles: Both were tempted by demonic forces; Krishna was tempted by demons like Putana, while 
Jesus was tempted by Satan in the desert. Both performed miracles, with Krishna showing divine powers from a 
young age and Jesus performing miracles throughout his ministry. 


Transfiguration: Krishna revealed his universal form to Arjuna on the battlefield of Kurukshetra, while Jesus was 
transfigured on a mountain, his face shining like the sun. 


Predictions of Death: Both Krishna and Christ foresaw and predicted their own deaths, providing teachings on the 
impermanence of life and the importance of spiritual preparedness. 


Resurrection and Ascension: Krishna's soul ascended to heaven after his death, similar to Christ's resurrection and 
ascension, symbolizing victory over death and the promise of eternal life for followers. 


Theologies of Grace: Both religions preach grace; Krishna forgives the sins of his devotees, offering them liberation, 
while Christ offers salvation through faith, forgiving sins and promising eternal life with God. 


Final Incarnation and Second Coming: Krishna is the eighth avatar of Vishnu, with prophecies of a final avatar, Kalki, 
who will come to rid the world of evil, paralleling Christian prophecies of Christ's Second Coming to judge and save 
the world. 


Non-violence Teaching: Krishna, while a warrior, preached the Bhagavad Gita's teachings on duty and righteousness 
without attachment, somewhat resonating with Christ's teachings on love, forgiveness, and non-violence. The 
association of Vishnu's ninth avatar with Buddha, a teacher of non-violence, further bridges the teachings of 
compassion across these traditions. 
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The Thirteenth Tribe THE KHAZAR EMPIRE AND ITS HERITAGE 


Arthur Koestler 


E: What does Arthur Koestler propose in his 1976 book "The Thirteenth 
Tribe"? 

D: Arthur Koestler proposes that the Ashkenazi Jews of Eastern Europe are 
not descended from the historical Israelites but from the Khazars, a Turkic 
people who converted to Judaism in the 8th century. 


E: What are the main arguments presented by Koestler in "The Thirteenth 
Tribe"? 


D: Koestler's main arguments include: 


- The mass conversion of the Khazar Empire to Judaism under King Bulan for 
political neutrality. 

- The westward migration of the Khazars into Eastern Europe after their 
empire's decline, forming the basis of Eastern - European Jewish 
communities. 

- The support of his theory with linguistic and 
limited genetic evidence, suggesting Khazar origins 
for Ashkenazi cultural traits. 

- The exploration of political and social implications 
regarding Ashkenazi Jewry's alleged Khazar 
ancestry, especially in relation to Zionism and 
Israel. 


E: How has Koestler's theory been received by the 
academic and scientific community? 


D: Koestler's theory has been widely criticized and 
is not accepted by mainstream historians and 
geneticists. Critics highlight that his evidence is speculative and contradicted by substantial genetic, linguistic, and 
historical research that supports the Middle Eastern origins of Ashkenazi Jews. 


E: Where was this Khazar empire? 


D: The Khazar Empire, historically significant from the 7th to the 10th centuries, was primarily located in the region 
that encompasses present-day southeastern Russia, western Kazakhstan, eastern Ukraine, and parts of the Caucasus, 
including areas around the Caspian Sea, the lower Volga River, the Don River, and the northern Caucasus Mountains. 
At its height, the Khazar Empire served as a major commercial and political power, acting as a buffer state anda 
trading nexus between the Byzantine Empire in the west, the Islamic caliphates in the south, and the emerging 
states of Eastern Europe and the Eurasian steppes. 


E: Is this why Russian Rulers later were called Tsars? 


D: Well, the Khazars themselves were ruled by a Khagan (similar to Kohen/Cain), a title equivalent to "great king" or 
"emperor," such as the German "Kaiser" and the Russian "Tsar" or "Czar," both derived from "Caesar". 


E: So it was more of a title, denoting Kingship? 
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D: Yes. The title signified imperial status and was adopted into various languages to denote rulers, such as the 
German "Kaiser" and the Russian "Tsar" or "Czar," and indicating a ruler or emperor. After Augustus, "Caesar" 
became a title used by Roman and later Byzantine emperors. 


Jesus, the Chief Cornerstone 
E: Why is Jesus, the “Messiah”, referred to as the foundation of the 
Church, the cornerstone? 


D: In ancient building practices, the cornerstone (or foundation stone) 
was the principal stone placed at the corner of a building's foundation. 
It was crucial because it served as the reference point for setting out the 
walls and ensuring the structure was level and aligned correctly. The 
cornerstone needed to be strong, stable, and accurately placed, as the 
rest of the building's construction would rely on it for guidance and 
support. 


JESUS 


E: So, when Jesus is described as the "chief cornerstone" in the New is the stone 
Testament, it is a metaphorical way of saying that He is the essential, ’ . 
foundational element upon which the church is built? you builders 


rejected, 
D: No, that’s not accurate. Jesus as the “chief” cornerstone, means that » whichhas. - 


he was built, or laid on top of the foundation. It is mentioned in become the 
Ephesians 2:20 that: "built on the foundation of the apostles and ; 

prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone." He is not : Cc apsto ne 
the stone at the bottom corner, but the stone on (top) of the foundation. : ° . 


- 


Acts 4:22 


E: What does this imply? 


D: This implies that the “builders” of the world, the “Tektones” are lang ¥ol avideoee Gta Vecher Gactaeanee? 
interested in the concept of the Messiah, the redeemer of the world, te ra 
the “New Man” to come. But their Messiah is |O-Daios, and the builders 


are the people of lu-Dea. They are still waiting for their messiah lu-Zeus, SECR FT 


not Yeshua, to establish Zi-On on earth. 


IN THE 


E: What does “tekton” mean? 


D: The word "tekton" (téKtwv) is an ancient Greek term that broadly 
means "craftsman," "builder," or "artisan." |t refers to someone skilled 
in working with materials such as wood, stone, or metal, similar to the 
legendary Tubal Cain. 


E: So is the real Messiah, the stone that these builders rejected? 


D: Well, there is “this” Jesus and “that” Jesus. One is crafted as an 
eschatological myth, and one is the enlightened human who possibly 
walked the earth 2000 years ago. As it says in acts 4:11: "This Jesus is 'the stone that was rejected by you, the 
builders, which has become the cornerstone.'" And also, in 1 Peter 2:6, we read: "For in Scripture it says: 'See, llaya 
stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame."" 


The Great Pyramid, 
it’s missing capstone, 
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The Anti-Christ 


E: So the false Messiah is what Christians call the A ANN THE ANTICHRIST 


Anti-Christ? 


Reniahl 


D: Well, all that is sacred, is co-opted and a a 


“reversed”. Everything true is “betrayed” as in the 
tale of Judas. That which is true is “opposed”. The 
name "Satan" originates from the Hebrew word 

"gatan" (jvW), which primarily means "accuser" or 


"adversary." “Anti” means against. 


E: So, basically an inversion, a “counterfeit” agenda? 


D: Yes. In the context of the anti-christ, the term "counterfeit" typically refers to something or someone that imitates 
or mimics the qualities, characteristics, or actions of Christ in order to deceive. The anti-christ is often discussed in 
Christian eschatology as a figure or “entity” that appears to embody many of the positive attributes associated with 
Christ but uses these qualities for deceit, leading people away from the true teachings. 

E: Is this mentioned in the Bible? 


D: The concept of the anti-christ is mentioned in the New 
Testament, particularly in the letters of John (1 John 2:18, 1 
John 2:22, 1 John 4:3, and 2 John 1:7). The term itself 
connotes opposition to Christ, and the concept embodies 
opposition in terms of both substitution and opposition. 


E: So, as a counterfeit, the anti-christ presents a false version of salvation and divinity, offering a deceptive 
alternative to what Christ offers? 


D: Yes. According to believers, this imitation is dangerous precisely because it can seem genuine to those who are not 
discerning, leading to spiritual deception and apostasy. It’s about worshiping the "image", that which is made by 
man, rather than that which is made by God, the creator of the cosmos. 


E: It’s like man creating God in our image, rather than the other way around. 


D: Exactly. It’s about creating “Artificial” Intelligence, rather than Advanced Intelligence, which is the power of 
“Spirit”. Alexander Bard, a Swedish philosopher, author, and lecturer often discusses the role of technology as a 
driver of human evolution and societal change. In this sense, "creating 
God" could imply that humanity is at a point where our technological 
creations (the internet, artificial intelligence, etc.) are reaching a level of 
complexity and influence that they begin to mirror aspects of what has 
traditionally been attributed to divinity, such as omnipresence, 
omniscience, and the ability to profoundly shape human life. 


Do 
what 
thou wilt. 


E: This reminds me of the idea of Satan presenting himself as an Angel of 
light. \t’s about us trying to become gods by superficial means, rather 
than realizing that we’re already divine. We have sort of forgotten our 
humility and have fallen into an abyss of narcissism. It’s like us making 
God into whatever we want it to be. Would you agree? 
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D: Well. Yahweh is usually translated “am who lam”, but according to Zecharia Sitchin there is another 
interpretation. He proposes that the tense, which in Hebrew says “Ehyeh-Asher-Ehyeh’”’, is a future tense. Therefore it 
means “I will be whoever | will be,” as in “I can be whoever | choose to be.” 


In 2 Corinthians 11:14, it says, "And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light." This passage is 
part of the Apostle Paul's warnings to the Corinthians about false apostles who deceive the faithful by appearing as 
servants of righteousness, meaning the unholy alliance, or the “Synagogue of Satan”. This serves as a warning to be 
vigilant and discerning, as appearances can be deceiving, and not everything that seems to be good or of God 
actually is. 


Jesus as the “Capstone” of the Pyramid 
E: What does the pyramid and All-seeing Eye symbolize, and where can it be 
found? 


D: The pyramid and All-seeing Eye symbolize the Eye of God, originating from 
ancient Egypt as the Eye of Horus, representing the Sun, which was 
considered God due to its role in bringing light and illuminating the world. 
This symbol of enlightenment, spirituality, and intelligence is displayed on 
the United States one-dollar bill, in various religious contexts, by secret 
societies, in Hollywood and the music industry, and within logos of 
governments and corporations. 


E: Is there a biblical reference to the pyramid and All-seeing Eye symbolizing 
God or Jesus? 


D: Critics often challenge the association of the 
pyramid and All-seeing Eye with God or Jesus, yet 
scriptural passages liken this symbol to Jesus Christ. 
For instance, Matthew 21:42 and Acts 4:11 refer to 
Jesus as the cornerstone, a concept paralleled in the 
symbolic peak of the pyramid, representing spiritual 
and intellectual enlightenment. 


Jeremiah 32:20 mentions signs and wonders set in 
Egypt, hinting at the divine origin of the Giza pyramid 
complex. Isaiah 19:19-20 further supports this, 
describing the Great Pyramid as an altar to the Lord, 
signifying its divine significance and its connection to the Messiah. 


E: How do ancient beliefs about the pyramid relate to biblical concepts of Jesus Christ? 


D: Ancient Egyptian beliefs and biblical descriptions converge in symbolizing the pyramid's apex as a representation 
of enlightenment and divine revelation, akin to the Messiah. The ancient title "Lord of the Pyramid" echoes through 
biblical references to Jesus as the "chief cornerstone" (cited in Matthew 21:42 and Acts 4:11), a term also used by 
ancient Egyptians for the pyramid's capstone. This alignment of ancient and biblical symbolism underscores the 
transcendent and messianic qualities attributed to Jesus Christ, challenging the perception of the pyramid and All- 
seeing Eye as merely occult symbols. 


E: What does the absence of the capstone on the Great Pyramid symbolize in a Christian eschatological context? 
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D: In a Christian eschatological context, the absence of 
the capstone on the Great Pyramid symbolizes an 
unfinished work or a divine promise that is yet to be 
: tS < SS fulfilled. This imagery is interpreted as indicating that 
being built into a spiritual house. " Jesus Christ, referred to as the "chief cornerstone" in 

2 Peter scripture, is the essential piece whose eventual return 
RP a will complete the spiritual structure. 


“Weare like living stones, 


E: How does Zechariah 4:7 relate to the concept of the 
missing capstone and the completion of God's kingdom? 
D: Zechariah 4:7, with its imagery of transforming a great mountain into a plain and bringing forth the capstone with 
joy, serves as a prophetic allegory for the completion of God's kingdom. \t suggests that the divine architect who laid 
the foundation through Jesus Christ will also complete it upon His return, symbolizing the unification and fulfillment 
of the divine plan. 


E: What is the significance of the seed and harvest metaphor in relation to believers at the end times? 


D: The seed and harvest metaphor emphasizes spiritual growth and fulfillment, suggesting that just as a seed 
matures to mirror its original form at harvest, believers must grow in faith to reflect Christ's image. This concept 
aligns with the expectation of a small, faithful remnant of believers at the end times, who, despite being overlooked 
by larger religious institutions, remain true to God's word. 


E: How does 1 Peter 2:4-5 contribute to the pyramid imagery and the role of believers? 

D: 1 Peter 2:4-5 introduces the metaphor of believers as "Jiving stones" being constructed into a spiritual house. This 
imagery aligns with the concept of the pyramid, with each believer acting as a stone in the divine edifice, chosen by 
God. This collective forms a holy priesthood, symbolizing the unity and spiritual contributions of believers to God's 


kingdom, fulfilling the divine architectural plan with Jesus as the cornerstone. 


E: What does the completion of the spiritual pyramid signify for the world and for believers? 


Capstone for: D: The completion of the spiritual pyramid signifies the 
fulfillment of God's kingdom on Earth, marked by the second 
Individual Entire church coming of Jesus Christ. For believers, it represents the 


culmination of faith and the realization of spiritual maturity, 

aligning with the original "seed" of faith sown by Christ. This 

narrative ties together the promise of redemption, the unity of 
Second Coming believers as part of the divine structure, and the prophetic 
anticipation of Christ's return to complete the spiritual edifice. 


7 Seal 
Holy Ghost 
baptism 
believer Resurrected church 
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The line of David 
E: What does Mark 6:3 imply about Jesus’ 
parentage and societal norms of the time? 


D: Mark 6:3, by referring to Jesus as "the son 
of Mary" rather than using his father's name, 
diverges from the customary Jewish practice of 
identifying individuals by their father's lineage. 
This deviation could lead to speculation about 
Jesus being born out of wedlock, especially 
considering the Gospel narratives that detail 
the virgin birth, where Mary conceives Jesus 
through the Holy Spirit before her marriage to 
Joseph (Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 1:26-38). 


SO NOP | 
E: What are the sources of the theory that 


Tiberius Julius Pantera was Jesus’ real father? P A N a te EH E R A Pe 


D: The sources of the theory include ancient 

anti-Christian polemics and writings, such as references in the Talmud to a figure named "Yeshu" and claims made by 
Celsus, a 2nd-century Greek philosopher. These suggest an alternative story to Jesus' virgin birth, implicating a 

Roman soldier named Pantera as his father. 


E: Why is the name "Pantera" significant in this theory? 


D: The name "Pantera" is significant because it was found to be relatively common among Roman soldiers. A 
gravestone in Germany for a soldier named Tiberius Julius Abdes Pantera, who served around the time of Jesus' 
birth, has been cited by proponents of this theory as possible evidence, despite the lack of direct evidence linking 
this individual to Jesus. 


E: How does skepticism about the virgin birth contribute to the Pantera theory? 


D: Skepticism about the virgin birth narrative in the New Testament 
leads some critics and skeptics to seek alternative explanations for 
Jesus' parentage. The Pantera theory serves as one such alternative, 
appealing to those who question the biblical account on various 
grounds. 


E: What role do early Christian and Jewish responses play in the 
discussion of this theory? 


D: Early Christian and Jewish responses to accusations regarding 
Jesus' legitimacy are analyzed by some scholars to understand the 
persistence of the Pantera story. These responses might reflect 
attempts to discredit Jesus' messianic claims by challenging the virgin 
birth story, suggesting that the theory was used as a polemic against 
Christian beliefs. 
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Immaculate Conception 


E: Is it correct within Christian doctrine to say Jesus is of the seed of Mary, and what does the term "Immaculate 
Conception" refer to? 


D: Yes, within Christian doctrine, it is correct to say Jesus is of the seed of Mary, as He was born of the Virgin Mary 
through the Holy Spirit, without a human father, highlighting the divine nature of His birth. The term "Immaculate 
Conception," however, specifically refers to the Catholic doctrine that Mary herself was conceived free from original 
sin, not the virgin birth of Jesus, which is a distinct concept emphasizing His unique and divine origin. 


E: Must Mary be a descendant of King David according to Christian theology? 


D: According to Christian theology, it is commonly understood that Mary must be a descendant of King David. This 
lineage is crucial as it fulfills Old Testament prophecies regarding the Messiah's descent from David, solidifying Jesus' 
messianic qualifications as emphasized in the New Testament. 


E: How do the genealogies in Matthew and Luke differ, and what do they indicate about Jesus' connection to David? 


D: The genealogies in Matthew and Luke differ in that Matthew traces Jesus’ legal right to David's throne through 
Joseph, despite Joseph not being Jesus' biological father, while Luke traces Jesus' direct bloodline to David through 
Mary, via David's son Nathan. These differing genealogies highlight a dual fulfillment of prophecy: Jesus is connected 
to David both through Joseph's legal lineage and potentially through Mary's bloodline, affirming His messianic 
qualifications. 


E: How does Jewish culture view legal descent and rights in relation to Jesus' lineage? 


D: In Jewish culture, legal descent and rights, including claims to the throne of David, were typically passed through 
the male line. Jesus' recognition as Joseph's son, therefore, legally integrates Him into David's lineage, fulfilling 
messianic prophecies about descent from David. This understanding, combined with the potential bloodline 
connection through Mary, presents a comprehensive fulfillment of Jesus' qualifications as the Messiah, addressing 
both legal and prophetic requirements within the New Testament narratives. 


King David, a Myth? 
E: What are the main reasons some scholars doubt the 
historical existence of King David? 


D: The main reasons for doubting King David's historical 
existence include the lack of contemporary inscriptions 
explicitly mentioning him or detailing his achievements, 
limited archaeological evidence supporting the 
existence of a grand Jerusalem as his capital in the 10th 
century BCE, and debates over the historicity and 
literary analysis of the biblical texts, which were written 
centuries after his supposed reign and might reflect 
later political and theological agendas. 


E: What does the archaeological evidence say about Jerusalem during King David's time? 
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D: Archaeological evidence suggests that Jerusalem 
during the 10th century BCE was not the significant 
capital described in the Bible but rather a smaller, less 
influential town. This challenges the biblical depiction of 
a grand, unified kingdom under David's rule. King David 


Man or Myth? 


DIGGING FOR 


TRUTH 


E: How do historical and literary analyses of the Bible 
contribute to doubts about King David's existence? 


D: Historical and literary analyses suggest that the biblical narratives of King David might be more mythological or 
legendary, written centuries after the supposed lifetime of David, with the intent to construct a glorious past for the 
nation of Israel. These analyses argue that the stories reflect the political and theological agendas of later periods 
rather than historical facts. 


Tel Dan Stele 
E: What is the Tel Dan Stele, and why is its interpretation debated? 


D: The Tel Dan Stele is an Aramaic inscription from the 9th century BCE that references the "House of David." \ts 
interpretation is debated because some scholars question whether it definitively refers to the biblical King David or 
simply uses a common name. The reading and translation of the inscription are key points of contention. 


E: tell me more about that. 


D: Well, until very recently, there was no evidence outside the Bible for the existence of King David. There are no 
references to him in Egyptian, Syrian or Assyrian documents of the time, and the many archaeological digs in the City 
of David failed to turn up so much as a mention of his name. Then, on July 21, 1993, a team of archaeologists led by 
Prof. Avraham Biran, excavating Tel Dan in the northern Galilee, found a triangular piece of basalt rock, measuring 
23 x 36 cm. inscribed in Aramaic. \t was subsequently identified as part of a victory pillar erected by the king of Syria 
and later smashed by an Israelite ruler. 


The inscription, which dates to the ninth century BCE, that is to say, about a century after David was thought to have 
ruled Israel, includes the words Beit David ("House" or "Dynasty" of David"). \t is the first near-contemporaneous 
reference to David ever found. It is not conclusive; but it 
might indicate that a king called David established a 
dynasty in Israel during the relevant period. 


E: How do interpretations of ancient Israel's socio-political 
landscape impact views on King David's existence? 


D: Interpretations of the socio-political landscape suggest 
that the Levant during the 10th century BCE was a 
complex area with small city-states, rather than a large, 
centralized kingdom. This challenges the biblical account of 
a unified monarchy under David and Solomon, suggesting it 
might be a later idealization rather than historical reality. 


Ancient Hebrew Research Center 
www.ancient-hebreworg 
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Chapter 25 
The Truth shall set you FREE 


The Earth as a Desolation 
E: So what are our final conclusions, ending this series of interviews? 


D: First of all, | want to point out that all the information we touched on comes from books and a series of scribes. | 
don't know everything, but many together know a lot. 


E: Are there any particular people you want to highlight? 


D: None of what we have discussed 
would have been possible without 
Jordan Maxwell and Alan Watt. 
Those two are my big household 
gods. So all thanks to them! 


E: So if we're going to summarize 
what we've been talking about for the 
past few months, where do we start? 


D: Well, if we go back to our first 
discussions, we mentioned that 
there’s a group known as "the Watchers," and another referred to as the "sons of God." 


E: Yes, and that many people have incorrectly assumed that the term "sons of God" mentioned in the Bible refers to 
angels. 


D: Yes. However, as we discussed, angels are spiritual entities, while according to ancient Jewish, Christian, and 
Islamic traditions, "sons of God" are distinct from angels. These entities are not from our world but resemble 
humans in appearance. They are not fully human, yet they look similar to us. | believe this similarity exists because 
they created us in their image and likeness. Thus, when we say they resemble us, it's more accurate to state that we 
resemble them, having been made in their image. 


E: So, when the Bible discusses the creation of man, it does not explicitly state that God created man in the 
conventional sense. 


Re-Creation 


D: No. Rather, it suggests a form of recreation, Re- as in creating “again”. This interpretation can be supported by 
various scriptural texts, as we have seen. The idea is that we are the creation of a higher civilization that has been 
observing us. These beings, referred to as gods in numerous ancient cultures, including the Greek and Babylonian 
pantheons, have been described as descending from above. They are supernatural, yet bear a human-like form, and 
have historically interacted with humanity, sometimes even mating with women, despite not originating from our 
world. | believe there is truth to these accounts and that such beings continue to interact with us today. 


E: So, it is crucial to distinguish between angels and the sons of God. Angels are purely spirit, whereas the sons of 
God are physical beings who resemble us. 
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D: Exactly. For those interested in 
further exploration, | recommend using 
the Companion Bible. Among the 
various translations and editions | have 
encountered, the Companion Bible 
stands out. It provides extensive 
information and insights that other 
versions often overlook, offering a 
deeper understanding of the scriptures, 
especially with its detailed footnotes 
and annotations found in the Book of 
Genesis and throughout its pages. 


E: In the very first book of the Bible, 
Genesis, it states "/n the beginning, God 
created the heavens and the earth," but this is not an accurate translation from the original text, right? 


D: No. Like we talked about, the original Hebrew does not simply refer to "God" but uses the term "Elohim" to 
describe the creator. Unlike the singular term "El," which means "God," "Elohim" is a plural form and is grammatically 
feminine, suggesting a plurality in the divine creation process. Therefore, a more accurate translation would be, "In 
the beginning, the gods created the heavens and the earth." 


Without form and void 
E: And the world was without form and void? 


D: Well, there is a significant misunderstanding regarding 
the scripture that describes the earth as being "without 
form and void." \t's worth questioning why a divine 
creator would produce the earth in such a state. This 
confusion stems from a mistranslation, partly because 
the translators of the King James Bible, while proficient 
in King's English, lacked a deep understanding of ancient 
Hebrew and Phoenician languages, leading to errors in 
their translation. 


E: So what does it really mean that the world was “Genesis. 4 . ‘ 
formless and empty? What caused this destruction? 


D: Well, to comprehend Genesis 1:28 fully, one must consider Genesis 1:2, where the phrase "tohu va‘bohu" 
(without form and void) is used. This phrase, when accurately translated, does not simply mean the earth was 
formless and empty. The footnotes in some Bibles explain that "was" should be understood as "became," implying 
that the earth became a wasteland or desolation, not that it was created as such. 


This phrase is notably used twice: in Genesis 1:2 and Jeremiah 4:23. Jeremiah 4:23 offers a vision given by God to 
Jeremiah, depicting the world before humanity, indicating a state of desolation. 


E: So this insight suggests a dynamic process of creation and transformation, rather than a static state of disorder? 
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D: Yes. In the Old Testament, specifically in the book of Jeremiah, 
there's a passage where Jeremiah shares a vision given to him by 
God. He describes seeing the Earth in a state of desolation, 
without form and void, and importantly, without mankind: 


"! beheld the earth, and, lo, it was without form, and void; and 
the heavens, and they had no light. | beheld the mountains, and, 
lo, they trembled, and all the hills moved lightly. | beheld, and, lo, 
there was no man, and all the birds of the heavens were fled" 
(Jeremiah 4:23-25). 


E: So this vision includes descriptions of a once fruitful place 
turned into a wilderness and cities that were broken down, 
indicating the existence of civilization before humans? 


D: Yes. The mention of cities, animals, and birds, yet no humans, 
raises intriguing questions about the Earth's ancient past. The 
Hebrew word used implies the absence of mankind, suggesting 
that the Earth was once a meeting place or perhaps even a 
habitation for beings referred to as the Elohim, or "the gods," 
who had their cities here. This interpretation, supported by 
various translations, points to a time when divine entities might have resided on Earth, leaving behind remnants of 
their presence. 


E: This perspective challenges the traditional view of Hebrew religion as monotheistic, which means the worship of a 
single deity. 


D: Exactly. Instead, it suggests that the Hebrew faith is better described as henotheistic. Henotheism involves 
devotion to one god while not denying the existence of others. |n this context, the Hebrews selected Yahweh from a 
pantheon of gods, each considered equal in stature. This selection process does not negate the existence of other 
deities but highlights a particular focus on one chosen god. 


E: A pluralistic view of divine creation? 


D: Yes. The notion that "In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth" is more accurately reflected in the 
original Hebrew as "In the beginning, the gods (Elohim) created the heavens and the earth," underscoring a 
pluralistic view of divine creation. Further supporting this pluralistic view is Psalm 82, where it is said, "God standeth 
in the congregation of the mighty; he judgeth among the gods." This passage suggests a divine assembly of equals, 
among whom the God of Israel, Yahweh, is a prominent member who presides and judges. 


Man has become as “One of Us” 
E: So this interpretation opens up a broader understanding of ancient Hebrew theology, revealing a complex and 
nuanced belief system that acknowledges multiple divine beings while focusing worship on one chosen deity? 


D: Yes. The plural form of Elohim lends further insight into the Genesis account, where God says, "Let us make man in 


our image, after our likeness." This passage, which has puzzled many, can be understood through the lens of a 
pluralistic divine assembly discussing the creation of humanity. 
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Rabbi Marvin S. Antelman, a \eading figure in a 
major rabbinical association in the United 
States during the early 1960s, shed light on this 
interpretation. Rabbi Antelman clarified that 
the traditional reading misses the plural context 
implied by "Elohim." The phrase "Let us make 
man in our image" suggests a collective 
decision rather than a solitary act, indicating 
that humanity was fashioned to resemble this 
assembly of gods, not just a single deity. 


E: So this collective divine action suggests that 
humans were remade or upgraded to reflect 
the "image and likeness" of these gods, 
implying a physical resemblance? 


D: Yes. This interpretation aligns with the transformation from earlier hominids to modern humans, marking a 
significant leap in human evolution and capacity. The Bible further anthropomorphizes God, depicting Him in human- 
like terms, such as walking in the garden with Adam and Eve in a manner that suggests a tangible, physical presence. 
The Hebrew word used for "walk" conveys the sound of footsteps, reinforcing the idea of a god who is not merely a 
spiritual entity but one who shares physical characteristics and actions with humans. 


E: Please elaborate. 


D: The Hebrew word that conveys the sound of footsteps and is often used to depict walking in a way that 
emphasizes physical presence is "3711" (halakh). This verb is used extensively throughout the Hebrew Bible to 
describe the act of walking, often in a context that suggests a physical, tangible presence. 


E: Can you give me an example of this in the Bible? 


D: Sure. An example of its usage, where it implies a sense of walking with God in a manner that underscores a shared 
experience or physicality, can be found in Genesis 5:24: "And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took 
him." In this verse, "walked with God" (D'77X-OY 977, halakh im-Elohim) suggests an intimate, physical 
companionship or presence with God, not just a spiritual or metaphorical one. 


E: So this view challenges conventional monotheistic interpretations, suggesting a more nuanced understanding of 
the divine as both singular and plural, transcendent and immanent? 


D: Yes. It invites us to consider the ancient Hebrew worldview as recognizing a pantheon from which a primary deity, 
Yahweh, was venerated above others, yet without denying the existence or significance of the broader divine 
assembly. This perspective opens up rich avenues for exploring the complexity of biblical theology and the 
multifaceted nature of the divine as understood in ancient times. 


E: The notion that humans were remade or modified by divine beings, as suggested by various ancient texts, 
including the Bible, indicates a profound intervention in human evolution, wouldn’t you say? 


D: Absolutely. This idea is echoed in the statement from Genesis where the Lord God remarks, "Behold, man has 


become as one of us." This passage implies that after being remade, humans bore a closer resemblance to these 
divine beings, suggesting that they may have tampered with human DNA or engaged in some form of cross-breeding. 
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Authors like Zechariah Sitchin have theorized that such eT rn ee - 
interventions made humans more akin to these gods, Se 8 gaabeiailas 
We then placed him as a sperm-drop 
ina place of settlement, firmly fixed 


allowing them to move among us unnoticed because 
we share their appearance. 


E: Is this perspective unique to the Judeo-Christian 
tradition? 


D: No. Even the Quran speaks of creation in plural 
terms, suggesting a collective action by the divine: "We 
have created you, O mankind." This recurrent theme 
across different religious texts points to the idea that 
humans are the result of a deliberate creation or 
modification by higher beings. 


E: Can you give me examples of this from Islamic texts? milter We shin the 


embryonic lump bones 
D: Sure. The Quran frequently uses the plural pronoun 
"We" in reference to God, especially in the context of 
creation. One example of this can be found in Surah Al- 
Hijr (15:28), where it says: "And [mention, O 
Muhammad], when your Lord said to the angels, ‘I will 
create a human being out of clay from an altered 
black mud."" 
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Another example is in Surah Al-Sajdah (32:9), "Then He 
fashioned him in due proportion, and breathed into him 


the soul; and He gave you hearing and sight and intelligence and affection." So as you can see, there is one chief 
deity, ordering the lower deities to create beings, in a manner that is appropriate. 


E: So the analogy of God as a potter, shaping humanity from the dust, further supports this view? 


D: Yes. This imagery is found in various cultures, including the ancient Egyptian religion, where the creation of 
mankind is often depicted as the work of a great potter. Isaiah 64:8 metaphorically describes this relationship, 
portraying humans as clay molded by the divine potter. Such descriptions across different civilizations suggest a 
common understanding of humanity as a creation or experiment by higher-dimensional beings. 


E: So overall, these interpretations and narratives suggest that humanity may have been shaped, both physically and 
spiritually, by entities that resemble us but possess a far greater knowledge and power? 


D: Yes. This view opens up a broader perspective on our origins, suggesting that we are part of a grand design or 
experiment conducted by beings from a higher dimension. 


E: Furthermore, the story of Adam's formation and placement in the Garden of Eden illustrates that he was created 
elsewhere and then placed in the garden, implying a deliberate act of positioning by these divine beings. 


D: Yes. This narrative, along with the story of the Flood in Noah's time, underscores the gods' ongoing involvement 


and manipulation of human destiny. In the Genesis account (Genesis 2:7-8), there are two distinct acts: first, the 
formation of Adam from the dust of the ground, and second, his placement in the Garden of Eden. This sequence 
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suggests that the creation of Adam and the garden were separate events, with the garden serving a specific purpose 
in the divine plan. 


Replenish the Earth 


E: In Genesis chapter 9, following the flood, God speaks to Noah and 


And God blessed Noah 


his family, blessing them and instructing them to "be fruitful and and his sons, and said to 
i j a tell t ~ . 
fate and replenish the earth." What can you tell me abou them, Be fruitful, and 
at? ‘ 


f multiply, and replenish 
D: This directive to "replenish" has intrigued many, including myself. , he earth. 
According to rabbi Simon Wiesenthal* the use of "replenish" implies - ; , 
a restoration or a refilling, suggesting that the earth had previously r x 
been filled with life before the flood necessitated this renewal. 

(* Simon Wiesenthal was a Jewish Austrian Holocaust survivor who 


became famous as a Nazi hunter after World War II). 


od 


E: Is this concept of replenishing exclusive to the post-flood narrative? 


D: No. In Genesis 1:28, during the creation of 
Adam and Eve, God also commands them to "be 
fruitful and multiply, and replenish the earth." 
The repetition of this command in the context of 
the initial creation of humans implies that there 
was a prior state of the earth that also contained 
life, reinforcing the idea of cyclical renewals or 
previous creations. 


E: How does the story of Cain and Abel further 
complicate the narrative of early human history? 


D: Well, after Cain kills Abel, he expresses fear 
that others will find and kill him for his crime. 
God's response, to mark Cain so that he would not 
be killed, suggests the existence of other people 
outside of Adam and Eve's immediate family, 
raising questions about the broader human 
population at the time. 


In Genesis 4:14. Cain says to the Lord, "Behold, you have driven me today away from the ground, and from your face | 
shall be hidden; | shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds me will kill me." 


E: So the earth was already populated? 


D: Yes. Cain's plea to God, expressing fear that others will kill him if he is cast out, suggests the presence of other 
people beyond Adam, Eve, Cain, and Abel. This implies a broader population already existing at the time, which 
contradicts the simplistic narrative of a world populated only by a single family. The reference to others who could 
harm Cain indicates the existence of pre-Adamic humans or hominids, which aligns with archaeological evidence of 
early human and hominid skeletons. 


488 


E: So, does the distinction between the lineage of Adam and Eve and that of earlier hominids indicate a pivotal 
transformation or creation event, wherein modern humans were either recreated or significantly modified to diverge 
from their hominid predecessors? 


D: Well, | certainly think so. Unlike hominids, humans have different needs, such as clothing and shelter, to protect 
against the elements, pointing to a fundamental change in their nature and abilities, presumably to mirror the 
"image of the gods" who are proposed to have initiated this transformation. 


Atlantis and the Fountains of the Abyss 


E: How does the story of Noah's flood further complicate this narrative? 


D: Well, the flood is described 
as a cataclysmic event 
intended to destroy all life 
"wherein there is the breath of 
life" under the heavens. 
Genesis mentions not just rain 
but also the breaking up of "all 
the fountains of the great 
deep," suggesting a more 
complex and violent geological 
event than merely rain for 40 


nights. Thi a 
days ang ghts S - : SIGE 
description challenges the Suntth 
extreme 
notion that rainfall alone could ) preflood sea fain 
mountains 1h} 


account for such a widespread 
deluge, hinting at a significant 
geological or even cosmic 
event that contributed to the 
flood's devastation. 


The biblical flood narrative, with its emphasis on the destruction of all flesh except for Noah's family, serves as a 
“Great reset” in human history, much like the command to Adam and Eve, and later to Noah, to replenish the earth. 
These stories, taken together, suggest a series of creation, destruction, and recreation cycles that have shaped 
humanity's development and the planet's history. This interpretation invites a deeper exploration of ancient texts 
and the blending of mythological, theological, and scientific perspectives to understand humanity's origins and early 
history. 


E: So the biblical and mythological narratives often touch upon the theme of cataclysmic events reshaping the earth, 
with references to significant geological activities like earthquakes? 


D: Yes. The scripture mentioning the breaking up of "all the fountains of the great deep" could be interpreted as 
describing a massive earthquake, potentially on a scale far beyond what modern civilization has experienced. This 
concept is echoed in Jeremiah's vision of once-beautiful cities reduced to waste and desolation, possibly as a result of 
such a catastrophic event. 


E: This brings to mind the legend of Atlantis, described as a highly advanced and spiritual civilization that met its end 
due to cataclysmic natural disasters, including possibly massive earthquakes and floods. What do you think about 


that? 
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D: Well, according to the myth, Atlantis was 
a hub of supernatural beings and high 
spiritual knowledge, which was ultimately 
lost when "the great fountains of the deep 
were broken up," leading to its sinking. 
This narrative aligns with the geological 
reality of the Atlantic Ocean, where the 
Mid-Atlantic Ridge, a significant tectonic 
boundary, could theoretically have been 
the site of such ancient upheavals. 


THE BERMUDASTRIANGLE 
KE 


__Bermuda 


E: Is there any archeological evidence for 
this? 


~~ 
San Juan,Puerto Rico 


D: Well, interestingly, modern exploration and military mapping 
of the ocean floor have revealed intriguing formations, such as 
the structure found 10 miles north of Bimini near the 
Bahamas, often referred to in speculative discussions. 


E: Any other reports? 


D: Yes. Reports of a large pyramid-like structure with an all- 
seeing eye, reminiscent of larger-than-life ancient monuments, 
have sparked discussions about the possibility of lost 
civilizations and their remnants lying submerged in the Atlantic. 


E: Is this where the idea of an “Abyss” comes from? 


D: Well, the reference to the Abyss in biblical texts, often associated with water and a place from which demonic 
forces emerge, further ties together the themes of water, deep-sea mysteries, and the ancient world's enigmatic 
events. 


E: So, discoveries of ancient structures submerged under the ocean worldwide hint at the existence of advanced 
civilizations that predate known history? 


D: Yes, | believe so. In regions such as the Bermuda Triangle and off the coasts of Cuba and Japan, underwater 
explorations have revealed temples, artifacts, and city-like configurations that challenge our understanding of human 
history. Satellite imagery of the Atlantic floor has even suggested organized land divisions, pointing to human 
activity that could date back to when these areas were above sea level. 


These underwater findings support the theory that Earth's geography and sea levels have undergone dramatic 
changes, shifting over hundreds of thousands or even millions of years. The existence of vast deserts, like those in 
North Africa, further indicates these shifts, as they were once the floor of ancient oceans. The sediment and salt 
deposits left behind hinder plant growth, leading to the expansive deserts we see today. 


E: | guess these submerged sites suggest that our current civilization is not the first to reach a high level of 
sophistication? 
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D: The ancient builders of the pyramids, temples, and other monumental structures demonstrate knowledge and 
skills that, in some aspects, surpass modern capabilities. This perspective challenges the notion of linear human 
progress, suggesting instead that humanity may be experiencing a period of devolution from previous heights of 
civilization. 


Alien Underwater Bases 
E: Could all of this suggest that there are alien Dead things are formed 


underwater bases in the depths of the world’s oceans? 


from under the waters, 


D: Well, in the Book of Job 26:5 from the Old re g x 
Testament, the text mentions "dead things are formed and the inhabitants 
from under the waters and the inhabitants thereof." th ereo £ 
The footnote or interpretation of this passage suggests - 
that these "dead things" could refer to entities or aa 
beings that exist beneath the waters, translated as "the 


place where the Rephaim stay," with Rephaim being a 
term associated with the offspring of fallen angels, 
akin to the Nephilim. This introduces the 
concept that ancient, perhaps divine or 

semi-divine, beings having the capability to ALI E N S 
dwell in aquatic environments, potentially | N TH E 
explaining reports of unidentified M —— 
OCEA , 


submerged objects (USOs)* or unidentified 
flying objects (UFOs) emerging from oceans. 
(* See: "Invisible Residents - The Reality of 
Underwater UFOs" by Ivan T. Sanderson). 


~ A 


The notion that the offspring of the "sons of 
God" or angels, as mentioned in biblical 
texts, could inhabit the depths of the oceans 
adds a fascinating layer to the discussion on ancient civilizations and their legacies. It suggests the possibility of 
advanced beings from other realms or worlds that have interacted with Earth, possibly influencing human history or 
residing in Earth's oceans, unseen by human eyes. 


HISTORY. 


E: | think back to the discussions we had about Oannes and Dagon, who came up out of the sea. 

D: Yes, and it reminds me of the biblical story where Jesus commands demons to leave a man and enter a herd of 
swine, which then drown in the sea, raises intriguing considerations about the nature of spiritual entities and their 
interaction with the physical world. 

E: tell me more. 

D: Well, this narrative suggests that these entities, when expelled, sought to inhabit living forms and chose to enter 
the swine, only for the swine to rush into the water and perish. This act implies a preference or a natural affinity of 
these spirits for the water, a medium known for its conductive properties, especially concerning electricity, which 


metaphorically could relate to the spiritual energy or essence of these entities. 


E: So this narrative opens up broader discussions on the differentiation between angels and the "sons of God"? 


491 


D: Exactly. Angels are depicted as 
spiritual beings without physical 
forms, as highlighted in Hebrews, 
where it is stated that God makes 
his angels spirits. In contrast, the 
"sons of God" are described as 
physical entities capable of 
interacting and even procreating 
with humans. This distinction is 
crucial in understanding the 
complex biblical accounts of 
divine or semi-divine beings 
interacting with humanity. 


E: The “Nephilim”? 


D: Yes. Genesis 6 references the "sons of God" coming into the daughters of men, resulting in offspring known as the 
Nephilim, indicating a physical compatibility and interaction between these beings and humans. This episode points 
to the existence of beings who, while not human, shared enough characteristics with humans to engage in 
procreation, leading to the birth of the Nephilim, described as giants or mighty men of renown. Such narratives 
suggest a period in human history where the lines between the divine, the semi-divine, and humanity were blurred, 
resulting in a rich tapestry of mythological and possibly historical interactions. 


E: Like when Abraham ate lunch with Yahweh? 


D: Yes. The narrative of Genesis 18, where Abraham encounters three men who are later revealed to be divine 
beings, including the Creator God alongside two accompanying angels, underscores the biblical theme of celestial or 
divine entities interacting with humanity in a tangible, physical form. This account highlights the idea that these 
beings, though originating from a realm beyond human understanding, can and do assume a human-like appearance 
to carry out their purposes on Earth. 


E: And the events that took place in Sodom and Gomorrah. 


D: Yes. Genesis 19 continues the narrative from Genesis 18, focusing on the two angels (or "sons of God") who visited 
Sodom and Gomorrah after leaving Abraham. These beings, described as physically appealing to homosexuals of 
Sodom, were indeed not mere spirits but had a tangible, human-like appearance. They were clearly very 
“handsome”. 


E: Are these themes also found anywhere in the 
New Testament? 


D: Yes. The New Testament, specifically in Hebrews 
13:2, echoes this theme with the Apostle Paul's 
admonition to show hospitality to strangers, for 
"some have entertained angels unaware." This 
passage suggests that divine or celestial beings 
could be present in our lives without our 
knowledge, interacting with us in ways that may 
seem ordinary but carry profound significance. 


Divine right of Kings 
E: The concept of the "divine right of kings" posits that monarchs are politically and religiously sanctioned to rule by 
divine guidance, a notion primarily rooted in European history and theology. What are your ideas about that? 


D: This idea suggests that royal = 
authority is imbued by a higher power, & ~ TH E 


DIVINE 


legitimizing a monarch's governance as 
ordained by divine will. However, 
scrutinizing this concept reveals a 
complex interplay between human 
constructs of power, divine 


i 
endorsement, and the actual ph ; 
administration of societies. ; 


E: So the possible analogy between ()F an GS 


parental creation and divine creation 
raises an important point about 
autonomy and governance? 


D: Yes. Just as parents do not own their children despite having created them, the idea that any divine or 
extraterrestrial "creators" have perpetual ownership or authority over humanity is challenged by the inherent 
human right to self-determination. Individuals and societies possess the capacity to govern their own lives, make 
their own decisions, and establish systems of governance that reflect their values and needs. 


E: Would you say that the notion of modern leaders possessing "divine blood" or asserting a "divine right" to rule is 
generally viewed as an outdated and unjustifiable claim to authority? 


D: | would hope that it is seen as a manipulation of spiritual and religious beliefs to legitimize personal power and 
control, rather than a genuine divine endorsement. The critique extends to those in power who misuse such claims 
for personal gain, highlighting the need for governance based on principles of 
equality, justice, and the collective good, rather than on purported divine 
favor. 


E: How was this idea of “Divine right” infused into society? 


D: The concept of the "divine right of kings," as it evolved in Europe, was 
deeply intertwined with the idea that monarchs were divinely appointed, a 
belief system reinforced by the Roman Empire's deification of its emperors 
and subsequently adapted by the Vatican to legitimize the authority of 
European royalty through papal endorsement. 


E: The Vatican? 


D: Yes. The Vatican, assuming the spiritual and political mantle left by the 
fallen Roman Empire, positioned the Pope as the ultimate source of divine 
authority on Earth, the Pontifex Maximus. This transition from imperial to 
papal authority illustrates how religious institutions have historically wielded 
immense power, influencing the governance of states and the lives of 
individuals by bestowing or withholding divine legitimacy upon rulers. 
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E: So it’s a kind of “divine sanctioning” of 
leaders? 


D: Exactly. The influence of Rome and the 
Vatican over European politics and, by 
extension, global affairs, underscores the 
enduring impact of these institutions on world 
history. The Vatican's role in legitimating royalty 
and its entanglement with European political 
structures have contributed to shaping the 
geopolitical landscape for centuries, echoing 
the ancient practices of divine sanctioning of 
leaders. 


E: This reminds me of Paul's words in Ephesians 
6:12, "For we wrestle not against flesh and 
blood, but against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of 


this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places". 


D: Yes, this Bible verse underscores the belief in a deeper, more complex battleground beyond the visible political and 
social conflicts. This passage suggests that humanity's struggles might not be merely against tangible entities but 
against unseen forces with significant influence over human affairs. 


E: So entities might exist out there, similar to us, who desire to control and subjugate us? 

D: Yes, but some of them might want to assist us in escaping the nonsensical control exerted by those who may have 
created us. | don’t think all of them are evil. Some of them are probably peaceful and have observed us for a long 
time. However | don’t think they can help us, due to universal laws prohibiting interference with evolving species. 

E: So even if these Elohim created us from primitive hominids, they don't own us, we are sovereign beings? 

D: Yes. Once created, | possess my own intellect and spirit. Just like a child, who, although brought into the world by 
their parents, has their own life and spirit to lead independently from parental domination. Similarly, as humans, 
regardless of our origins, we have our independent thoughts and spirits. \t's crucial for us to consider aligning our 
spirits with the divine essence of the universe, recognizing ourselves as the progeny of a higher power. 

E: The true higher power, and not some entities from the planet Draco or something? 

D: Exactly. However, it's important to note that there are likely various forms of life across the universe, and some of 
them, possibly reptilian in their own environments, have visited Earth. They interact with us amidst a myriad of other 
extraterrestrial beings, each bringing their own influence. It's akin to a large gathering where uninvited guests arrive, 
disrupting the harmony and imposing their will, much like an unruly gang crashing a party. 


E: But not all entities are party crashers? 


D: No. There probably are entities out there, who wish to assist us in overcoming the absurdity imposed by those 
who believe they have a divine right because they created us. It's crucial to connect with the universal divine spirit, as 
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we are also sons of God. This is what 
Jesus pointed to in John 10:34 when he 
said, “Is it not written in your Law, ‘I 
have said you are “gods"? 


E: Do you think that the “intermingling” 
with the Gods affected our mental 
capabilities, and psychological traits? 


D: Well, the crossbreeding that resulted 
in the creation of modern humans might 
explain the dual nature of humanity— 
part animalistic, driven by basic 
instincts, and part angelic, capable of 
intellectual and creative achievements. 


E: How so? 


D: Well, the Apostle Paul's reference to the internal conflict within humans, between our base instincts and our 
higher aspirations, aligns with this theory. It suggests that our advanced capacities for art, science, philosophy, and 
exploration are not merely the result of natural evolution but also of extraterrestrial intervention. The DNA from 
these celestial beings, infused into early human ancestors, could have accelerated our development from cave- 
dwellers to space explorers, endowing us with a unique blend of traits. 


Culture cultivation 
E: But they basically grew us like a “culture” in a Petri Dish? 


D: Describing humanity as a "culture" in the scientific sense—as an entity grown in a controlled environment— 
echoes the idea that we were designed or engineered by more advanced beings. This implies that our appearance, 
abilities, and perhaps even our inclinations have been shaped by entities that resemble us, or more accurately, by 
entities that we now resemble. 


E: We were made to look like them. They took Hominids and upgraded them to resemble themselves. Thus, we are 
part ape-creature, and extraterrestrial. This might explain why we are “naked” like Adam and Eve saw themselves 
after eating of the genetic “Tree of Knowledge”. That might explain why the early hybrid-humans felt ashamed, 

since they were used to having hair, covering their bodies. 


D: Yes. The biblical assertion that humans were made in the 
image of God (or gods) further supports this view. Instead of 
interpreting this to mean that divine beings look like 
humans, it suggests that humans were crafted to resemble 
those celestial architects. This interventionist theory posits 
that our capacity for wonder, our drive to explore the 
universe, and our quest for knowledge about our origins are 
innate qualities implanted in us by those who engineered 
our species. Some say they came from Lyra or Orion, Sirius 
or the Pleiades. Who really knows. 
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God in “Heaven” 
E: So it’s not by chance that we say that God lives “in Heaven”? 


D: Well, If God resides in heaven, then surely, He exists beyond the stars. This belief has led me to the conviction that 
we are under the governance of extraterrestrial intelligence. These entities, whoever they may be, possess advanced 
scientific knowledge and are gradually guiding our evolution. From the simple, laborious lives of the 1920s, we have 
now embraced the complexities of technology, entertainment, and even the prospect of integrating human 
consciousness with computers. We are evolving into an entirely different species, influenced by forces unknown to 
us. 


E: So what shall we do about it? 


D: Therefore, | advocate for reclaiming our individuality and breaking free from the constraints of religious dogmas, 
cultural norms, and conventional education systems. \t's essential to think independently, to seek the origins of our 
ideas, concepts, and knowledge. For too long, I've pondered over the sources of our understanding, convinced that 
we are being subtly manipulated. This manipulation is evident in the concept of political correctness, which dictates 
conforming to societal expectations to secure employment and societal acceptance. | encourage everyone to start 
questioning and thinking for themselves, like pioneers such as Jordan Maxwell, who questioned absolutely 
everything. 


Jordan Maxwell 


E: In what ways was Jordan Maxwell a champion for 
thinking independently? 


D: | can recount one of his speeches, to illustrate this: 


Jordan Maxwell: “My skepticism began early, at the age 
of nine, during my Catholic confirmation. The nuns 
prepared us for a ceremony where the bishop might 
invite questions from the newly confirmed. However, we 
were sternly advised against asking any questions, a 
directive that only fueled my curiosity and desire for 
independent thought. This moment underscored the 
importance of questioning authority and seeking 
personal truth, principles that have guided my 


exploration of human existence and the potential 
extraterrestrial influences shaping our destiny. 


After the confirmation ceremony concluded, the bishop offered to answer any questions we might have. Seizing the 
opportunity to make my presence known, I, a curious nine-year-old, stood up and inquired, "My father works with 
torches, like a welder. Could | use a torch to burn an angel if one were present? Would it harm him?" The bishop, 
puzzled by my question, asked for clarification. | explained, "If ] had a torch, could I burn an angel, and would it 
cause him pain?" He replied that it was impossible to burn an angel because fire is a physical entity requiring 
material like wood, plastic, or paper to burn. "You can't burn an angel," he stated, explaining that angels are spirits, 
and spirits cannot be burned. 
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This prompted me to ask, "Then why am | warned about going to hell where my spirit will burn forever if you can't 
burn a spirit?" The bishop's response was to promptly tell me to sit down and be quiet, in front of everyone.” 


E: Wow! That story is really enlightening. 


D: Yes. It underscored that adults do not necessarily possess a greater understanding of the world than children. In 
fact, adults could learn much by listening to the unfiltered, inquisitive thoughts of children, who haven't been 
influenced by the same systems and routines. These systems, often accepted without question by adults, are the 
products of societal conditioning received through education and cultural norms. 


E: Therefore, we should urge people to awaken their minds. 


D: yes. It is like Jordan said “Your brain is like a parachute, it functions best when it is open”. Question everything, 
particularly religion, government, and anyone deemed an authority. The term "authority" itself derives from 
"author," implying that so-called authorities are simply creators of narratives that may not hold any intrinsic truth. 


E: So who has the ultimate authority? 


D: For me, my ultimate authority is the divine, and | hold no regard for human-imposed authority, government, or 
organized religion. | reject the manipulative structures imposed upon us, choosing instead to reclaim my autonomy, 
think independently, and conduct my own research. This stance is not about defiance for its own sake, but a call to 
embrace critical thinking and personal responsibility in seeking truth. 


It's my aim to ignite an intellectual and spiritual awakening across the globe. This movement would encourage 
people to reject the status quo dictated by current leaders and institutions. We no longer accept what has been given 
to us; instead, we seek to reconnect with the divine universal forces, for therein lies true power. | want to awaken 
others, to stir them to see beyond the veil of societal constructs and towards a higher understanding and connection 
with the cosmos. 


Royal Admiralty Law 


E: What else have you learned from Jordan Maxwell? 


D: Well, the use of language and terminology in legal and 
societal contexts often carries hidden meanings and 
implications, much like a game played within the confines 
of a court. Just as one might play tennis or basketball on a MARITIME 
court using a racket — because it is a “racket”. Legal a 
professionals are not merely stumbling upon these 
terms by accident; they are well-aware and 
actively engaging in a complex game, one that the 
average person may not fully comprehend. 


INTERNATIONAL 
When you enter a courtroom, you are essentially MARITIME 
stepping into an arena where two teams of ORGANIZATION 


lawyers volley legal arguments back and forth, 
with the judge acting as the referee. The judge's black robe is symbolic, tracing back to the worship of Saturn, the 
ancient god associated with law, banking, and authority. This attire is not arbitrary; it reflects a deep-seated tradition 
of associating Saturn with governance and control, a tradition that permeates various aspects of society including 
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through the wearing of black robes and the 
exchange of rings. 


A: z = religious practices and significant life 
Be AWVAV/ pat += S EA events, such as graduations and weddings, 


E: So this intricate dance of words, 
symbols, and rituals in the legal system 
reveals a sophisticated form of 
manipulation and exploitation of the 
public? 


D: Definitely. The term "court" itself suggests a back-and-forth game, with the ultimate goal being to settle a debt to 
society, often materialized in the form of financial penalties. The judge, indifferent to the outcome due to their 
guaranteed compensation, rules "from the bench"—a term derived from the Latin word for bank, further 
highlighting the economic underpinnings of legal judgments. 


The reverence shown to judges, mirroring the respect accorded to religious figures, underscores the shared 
ceremonial and hierarchical structures between the church and the state, particularly in how both institutions adhere 
to maritime admiralty law. 


E: So the ritualistic aspects of both domains, including the architectural symbolism found in churches and Masonic 
lodges, point to a deeper connection between legal, religious, and esoteric practices? 


D: Exactly. This interplay of legal language, symbolism, and ritualistic practices serves as a reminder of the 
pervasive influence of occult and esoteric traditions in shaping societal norms and governance structures. It invites us 
to question and seek deeper understanding of the seemingly mundane aspects of our legal and social institutions, 
revealing a complex web of historical, religious, and metaphysical influences that continue to affect our lives in 
unseen ways. 


E: And this interconnected web of symbolism and terminology traces back thousands of years and encompasses 
aspects most people are unfamiliar with? 


D: Without a doubt. When you delve into the judicial system, you discover that the judge presides from a "bench," a 
term, like | already said, is derived from the Latin word for "bank." Interestingly, banks are found on either side of a 
river, known as riverbanks, which guide the flow of the current. Similarly, money, referred to as "currency," signifies 
the movement or flow of cash and liquid assets, akin to water. This comparison underlines the fluid nature of money, 
highlighting its passage through one's hands like water, in line with maritime admiralty law. 


E: Explain the term maritime admiralty law. 


D: Well, historically, there have only been two fundamental types of law on Earth, as established by the ancient 
Romans: the law of the land and the law of water. The law of the land varies based on the customs and culture of 
the people inhabiting a specific territory. This means that practices permissible in one country may be prohibited in 
another due to differing local laws. In contrast, the law of water, or maritime admiralty law, is universal, governing 
the realm of commerce and finance. It operates on the principle that money, like water, is consistent across different 
jurisdictions. 
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E: So maritime admiralty law is essentially the 
law of money, transcending geographical and 
cultural boundaries? 


D: Yes. This universality allows for financial 
transactions across the globe, enabling one to 
use a credit card in China and travel to South 
Africa without concern for the local law of the 
land. The primary concern becomes whether 
you possess the financial means, regardless of 
your nationality, race, or location. 
Understanding that money operates under 
the law of water offers insight into the global consistency of financial systems and the overarching influence of 


maritime admiralty law on commerce and trade. 


E: Can you illustrate the concept of commerce on water with an example? 


D: Sure. When a ship enters a harbor, it is 
traditionally referred to as female, regardless of 
its type, be it a sailing ship or a rocket ship. This 
designation stems from the ship's role in 
delivering products; without the ship, these 
goods wouldn't reach their destination. Hence, 
the term "she" is universally applied to ships. 


Upon arrival, a ship may carry cargo valued at 
hundreds of millions, such as Toyotas or 
televisions. Each item onboard requires a 
certificate of manifest, documenting its 


presence, as the ship's cargo has "manifested" from being non-existent in the harbor the day before to being present 
the following day. The ship, having navigated through water to dock, is said to be in her "berth," a term that also 
signifies the space where she unloads her cargo, effectively "giving birth" to her products. Consequently, every 
product must have its own certificate of manifest, acknowledging its arrival via the ship. 


E: And this maritime concept supposedly extends to human birth, where a person is considered a maritime admiralty 
product? 


D: Precisely. Emerging from a mother's "waters," each newborn must have a birth certificate, akin to a product's 
certificate of manifest. This certificate is signed at the "dock" (for doctor) or the hospital's documentation station, 
symbolizing the newborn's entry into the legal system. 


E: What about damaged goods? 


D: Well, in cases where a baby is stillborn, it is analogously seen as a loss, similar to damaged cargo. The birth 
certificate details essential information such as weight, eye color, and other characteristics, treating the individual as 
a commodity within the maritime admiralty framework. Unbeknownst to many, these birth certificates are tied to 
financial systems, with the original document serving as a security that enters the stock market, where individuals’ 
worth is traded. 


499 


E: It sounds absolutely crazy! 


D: Crazy or not - your value as a human product, often unbeknownst to you, can reach up to six or seven million 
dollars on the New York Stock Exchange. Understanding this system of words, terms, and legal classifications reveals 
the depth at which individuals are integrated into global commerce, not merely as citizens but as products navigating 
through life's legal and financial waters. 


Let's play Ball 
E: Why haven’t anyone heard of this? 


D: This subject remains largely unknown to the general public, 
and there's a clear reason for this ignorance: it has nothing to 
do with popular distractions like football or other sports that 
captivate much of society's attention. People, especially the 
youth, are often encouraged to occupy themselves with sports, 
a tactic reminiscent of the saying "give a child a ball and let 
them play." This diversion extends to ceremonial practices, 
such as the President of the United States throwing the first 
pitch in a baseball game, symbolizing leadership's participation 
in national pastimes. 


E: So the presence of celebrities at sporting events, 
prominently displayed to viewers, serves as a further distraction? 


D: Yes. This is ensuring the public's focus remains on trivial pursuits rather than questioning the mechanisms of 
power and governance. Unlike those distracted by the glamour and spectacle of sports, my interest lies in 
understanding the intricacies of political and societal systems, seeking education and knowledge about the true 
workings of the world and the forces that shape it. 


E: And all of the intricate symbolism and rituals embedded in our government, religions, and even daily language 
trace back to ancient concepts that remain largely unknown to the general populace? 


D: Yes. This lack of awareness isn't coincidental; it's because 
these topics are unrelated to mainstream distractions like sports, 
which dominate public attention. This diversion allows those in 
power to conduct their affairs without scrutiny, engaging in 
activities and making decisions that remain hidden from the 
public eye. 


E: It reminds me of how many Christians have been tricked into 
worshiping the "sun" instead of following Jesus as a spiritual 
guide. 


D: Yes. Central to this discussion is the symbolic representation 
of Christianity and other religions as forms of sun worship. The 
sun, referred to as the "Risen Savior," is essential for life on 
Earth, providing the energy necessary for growth and survival. 
This metaphor extends to various aspects of religious narratives, 
illustrating that the stories and figures in sacred texts often represent deeper, symbolic truths rather than literal 
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historical accounts. For instance, figures such as Abraham, and Moses serve as 
metaphors for spiritual concepts rather than actual historical individuals. 


E: Like the ancient Egyptian stories? 


D: Yes. The ancient Egyptian religion of Horus, the sun god who traverses the sky 
in 12 steps, serves as a foundational myth for the structure of modern education, 
which is also organized into a 12-step program from first to twelfth grade. This 
progression mirrors Horus's journey across the sky, culminating at noon when he 
is considered the "most high." This concept of a 12-step journey (like with the A.A) 
has been integrated into various aspects of contemporary life, including the 
organization of time into 12 hours. 


E: And these narratives also seep into modern phenomena such as films and TV 
series? 


D: Absolutely. The story of Horus and the symbolism of light versus 
darkness also find their way into modern storytelling, exemplified by 
characters like Luke Skywalker in "Star Wars," who embodies the light 
fighting against the darkness represented by Darth Vader. This is 
because the Sun walks across the sky like a swastika, a Triskelion, it 
has legs. 


E: And the prevalence of ancient Moon-worship? The god coming up 
behind the mount Sin-ai? 


D: Yes. In Arabia, facing east, there is a vast mountain range situated in 
the heart of the region. The ancient Arabian people, observing from the west, would see the moon rise from behind 
these mountains every night. This led them to believe that the moon was a deity residing within the mountains, @ 
lunar god they named Sin (s-i-n). In the ancient Arabic language, the word for mountain was "ai," signifying the 
abode of this moon deity. Therefore, the god Sin dwelling in the mountain "ai" collectively was known as Sinai. 


E: So there was no place called "Sinai"; it was the god Sin in 
the mountain "ai." Sky-Walker 


D: Yes. This misunderstanding underscores the historical 
moon worship practices among ancient Arabians. This lunar 
worship has influenced various religious practices, including 
Judaism's tradition of commencing celebrations after 
sundown. This timing aligns with the appearance of the 
moon, differing from Christian practices that are more 
aligned with solar worship, particularly the observance of 
Sunday as a holy day dedicated to the sun. Thus, Jewish 
holy days are observed after the sun has set (the setting of 
the god Set), in reverence to the moon. 
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Yarmulke 


E: What about the Jewish “yarmulke”, the round hat? 


D: The tradition of wearing a yarmulke is often thought to be exclusively Jewish, 
but its origins are actually Roman. 

That's why the Holy Father wears the yarmulke, and the Cardinals wear the 
yarmulke. Rome was here before the Jews, and so under the Roman Empire, the 
Jews were ordered to show respect for the Holy Father or face severe 
consequences (like beheading). To show respect for the Holy Father, you are 
under his authority, so you show respect by wearing the yarmulke. So today, 
we've got Jews wearing the yarmulke because it's seen as Jewish, not Roman. 


E: The foundation of many religious beliefs and practices, 
including those of Christianity and Judaism, seem to originate 
from the Northern Hemisphere, excluding influences from 
other ancient civilizations like the Aztecs, Mayans, or 
Aboriginal Australians. Why is that? 


D: This geographical specificity is crucial because the religious 
narratives from Judaism and Christianity are deeply 
intertwined with astrology, focusing on celestial bodies, 
particularly the sun and stars, as central elements of worship. 


E: Please elaborate. 


D: For example, the progression of the sun through the 
seasons, symbolized by the astrological signs and the 
equinoxes, plays a significant role in the metaphorical storytelling of religious texts. The sun's journey begins in the 
constellation of Leo, representing the Lion King, which is also a metaphor for Jesus, "the lion of the tribe of Judah," 
in Christian theology. 


Kissed by the Scorpion 


E: Tell me about the “kiss of death”. 


D: Sure. As the sun moves from its highest point in summer to its descent in fall, 
represented by Scorpio, the narrative of betrayal and death emerges, paralleling 
the story of Judas betraying Jesus. When a scorpion bites you, there are two 
stingers, one on top of the other, and when they hit you, it looks like two lips. And 
then, so the ancient people said, 'You just got a kiss of death; he just kissed you 
off,’ because you just got bit by a scorpion, and that's the kiss of death. 
That's why the mafia gives you a kiss of death; that's where it comes 
from. 
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Resurrection 
E: And the concept of resurrection? 


D: Yes. The sun's death during winter solstice, when it ceases its southward journey and remains stationary for three 
days before moving northward again, symbolizes resurrection. This astronomical event underpins the celebration of 
Christmas as the birth of the sun, or Son, and is mirrored in religious festivals such as Passover and Easter (from the 


Pe 


Goddess Ishtar), which celebrate the sun's "passing over" the equator and its resurrection or return to life in spring. 


The Synagogue of Satan 


E: Any final remarks? 


D: | would like to conclude with Gospel of John, Chapter 8, 
42-44. |In this passage, Jesus is speaking to the Pharisees, who 
were Jewish religious leaders of the time. Jesus contrasts His 
divine origin with their earthly lineage, suggesting a 


; : ad : YOU ARE OF YOUR FATHER 
difference in spiritual paternity: 


Jesus said to them, " You are of your father the devil, and 
your will is to do your father's desires. He was a murderer 
from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of 
his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies." 


For me this is the false God, Yahweh, that the Gnostics called Yaldabaoth. The Pharisees are all those in the world 
who engage in “secret proceedings” trying to enslave mankind. Jesus accuses them of following the desires of the 
devil, whom He identifies as their true "father" in a spiritual sense, due to their actions and resistance to His 
teachings. 


E: They are of the “synagogue of Satan”? 


D: Yes. That’s exactly my point. The term "synagogue of 
Satan" refers to individuals or groups who claim to be Jews 
(i.e., God's people) but are accused of falsehood and 
opposition to the real God's purposes. They are the Builders, 
rejecting the cornerstone: 


Revelation 2:9 - "I know your tribulations and your poverty 
(but you are rich) and the slander of those who say that they 
are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan." 


These passages in Revelation are interpreted as addressing 
the spiritual conflict between true followers of Christ in “truth 
and Love” and those who falsely claim allegiance to the 
creator of the cosmos while acting contrary to His will. 


"Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you 
free." (Gospel of John 8:32). 
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